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lead intelligent people—both patients and therapists—to think
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY that a treatment has helped someone when it really has not.
There is a very interesting website called ‘quackwatch’,
Wednesday 20 June 2007 which contains some interesting information from interstate
. . and overseas on people doing just this. Many dubious
The SPEAKER (Hon. J.J. Snelling) took the chair at  ethods remain onpthepmarket,gpgimarily becausye satisfied
11 a.m. and read prayers. customers offer testimonials to the work of such people.
Essentially, these people say, ‘I tried this; it worked. | got
better, so it must be effective.” The electronic print media
The Hon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): | move: typically portray testimonials as valid evidence, bu; without
proper testing, so people do get swayed. In an article by Dr
That the Social Development Committee investigate and repoisarry Beyerstein, entitled ‘Why bogus therapies often seem
upon the issue of bogus, unregistered and deregistered heal work’, he provides seven reasons why people may

practitioners in South Australia and, in particular: . .
(a) their prevalence in South Australia; erroneously conclude that an ineffective therapy works, as

(b) the practices they use, and associated health and safety risffg/lows:

(c) the methods they use to promote their services and the risks 1. The disease may have run its natural course in any event.
of exploitation of sick and vulnerable people; 2. Many diseases are cyclical. Conditions such as arthritis,

(d) the measures, regulatory and otherwise, that can be taken iaultiple sclerosis, allergies and gastrointestinal problems normally
better protect the public; and have ups and downs so, naturally, sufferers tend to think the therapy

(e) any other related matter. that they are using at the time has been effective if they see an

The purpose of this motion for the hoqse is to discover thémpr?\’?hmee&técebo effect may be responsible.
extent and impact in South Australia of bogus health 4 pegple who hedge their bets credit the wrong thing.
practitioners by means of a reference to the parliament's 5. The original diagnosis or prognosis may have been incorrect.
Social Development Committee. There is an enormous 6. Temporary mood improvement can be confused with cure.
number of health services provided by people who are not 7- Psychological needs can distort what people perceive and do.
covered by aregistration scheme. | believe that the majoritf'he most obvious examples of this kind of practice concern
of the people concerned are honest and competent. Howeveleregistered medical practitioners, dentists, or psychologists
we do know that there are at least some who are anything butho set themselves up to practise under titles such as
that and who care for nothing but making money out ofpsychotherapist or ‘counsellor’, for which there is no formal
vulnerable patients. While there has not been a large numbeggistration. Other discredited physiotherapists, chiropractors
of cases that have made the newspapers in South Australend osteopaths could set up under the title of ‘remedial
the fact is that we really do not know the extent of themasseur’, for example. Itis pretty easy to send away for one
problem but have had enough anecdotal suggestion eff those internet degree parchments. | believe that the going
untoward operators here, as well as confirmed cases interstgiice is around US$75 to get one of those, so you have pretty
and overseas, to warrant investigation of the situation here imuch all you need to convince a patient that you are a
South Australia. legitimate professional in whatever field you choose: place
When patients seek health services, | think that theyan ad in a magazine or the local paper and you are in
presume to be protected from the shonks and rip-off merbusiness!
chants who peddle false hope. People battling serious or It is fairly easy to rely on the assumption by most
terminal ilinesses can be desperate and will sometimes hamlstralians that someone who openly practises with the title
over large amounts of money for quite useless treatment&ioctor’ in front of their name does so with some official
They may also be influenced to forgo proven medicablessing. But this is not so for many fields of health practi-
treatments. We would like to think that the public is protectedioners. It seems also that it is easy for practitioners to attain
from such charlatans. Indeed, New South Wales has recentipme impression of credibility by joining or even creating
become the first jurisdiction in Australia to introduce dubious professional affiliations and then displaying that
legislation to attempt to deal with the problem it has identi-membership to their patients. It is a fact that many practition-
fied within its borders. ers in the medical and health sector are unregulated. They are
Late last year, in suggesting that the Social Developmerot part of any college, union or association that otherwise
Committee might investigate this matter, the South Australiamight demand of them a certain level of ethical practice and
Minister for Health raised the example of a health practitionecommitment to ethical standards. This is a potential problem
who, due to serious misconduct or incompetence, had bedhat concerns both the deregistered and the unregistered.
deregistered as a dentist but who, nonetheless, continued\fghile some fields of unregistered practice have voluntary
practise in an unregistered field, still calling himself a doctorcodes of conduct, there are no formal standards that apply to
and dispensing bogus and, quite clearly, outrageous sexuaither of these groups of practitioners.
treatments as supposed cures to serious illnesses such asThe motion before the house today also calls for the Social
cancer. Desperate patients are, indeed, more vulnerable Bevelopment Committee to recommend to the government
false, misleading or deceptive claims by such practitionersyhat powers might be necessary to deal with these dishonest
who seek to create an unjustified expectation of beneficiadnd disreputable practitioners who pose a risk to patient
treatment. Typically, there is no proof offered that thehealth and, most often, to the patient’s pocket as well. Of
treatment actually works: just one or more testimonials frontourse, in venturing into the world of quacks, | am very
supposedly happy customers. | might add that it is not onlaware of the history of the seeming war between conventional
dubious treatments for serious illnesses that are of concerand alternative therapies. Indeed, | have been approached
what about the practitioner who diagnoses illnesses that asince raising this topic late last year by many medical doctors
just not there in order to extract money for treatment omwho class anyone practising chiropractic, natural therapy,
miracle cures? There are some really subtle forces that canassage, and the like, as questionable.

HEALTH PRACTITIONERS
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| want to stress, in moving for this investigation, that | do misrepresentation) a small number of people with honorary
not sit in either camp; that it is not my belief that all alterna-doctorates who are actually pretending that they have a
tive products and services are bogus, nor is it my belief thatubstantive PhD. Some of the universities have, themselves,
all conventional medicine is strongly backed by scientificcontributed to this debasing by issuing doctorates for course
evidence. What the bogus practitioners are selling is hop&ork (where people go to class), and | saw recently that one
and, often, an illusion or feeling of wellbeing. of our local universities is offering a so-called doctorate for

The quacks tend to be charismatic and positive, projectingttending on a weekend and doing courses on-line.
an aura of confidence and health. They survive and thrive That is not a PhD; a PhD relates to someone who makes
because of people’s ignorance of or disillusionment witha significant contribution to theory by way of original
medical science, a situation that can be made worse due to thesearch. For most people (unless they are in the category of
hostility between the traditional and alternative approacheginstein), it probably takes them three years’ full-time study,
These quacks can even be given good media coverage & a minimum, and sometimes longer. However, we have
infotainment programs on radio and television and inpeople going around abusing that term. Likewise, the term
magazines, which look for an entertaining story regardless dprofessor’, in my view, is now being bastardised by its
whether there is any truth to the promoter’s claims. Indeednisuse.
the quacks themselves are good at generating newsworthinessl think it is time for our community to have particular
by claiming to be suppressed by the authorities because thegquirements relating to people who purport to have certain
are unconventional; that is usually how they manage to getredentials. | believe the character to whom I referred earlier
the free publicity. has on the wall of his office all sorts of certificates allegedly

However, these days the fastest-growing sales medium given by bodies around the world. There is nothing to stop
the internet, and snake oil sales are on the increase over theople from doing that, and they can fool someone who
internet. In January 2002 an alliance of 58 consumer prote@omes into their office. | am not suggesting that members
tion and health authorities from all over the world, led by thehere try it but, as far as | know, it is not illegal. So, people can
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission, whictclaim to be more or less whatever they like.
conducted a global sweep of internet sites selling medical In the medical profession, the number of people holding
goods and services, found over 1 400 suspicious websites. @fdoctorate in medicine or a PhD would be very small. The
those, the Australian-based sites numbered 77. Minister for Education and Children’s Services has one, but

I am mindful of the need to keep an open mind about newnost doctors have a courtesy title. They have two bachelors
and novel approaches to health practice, remembering, legrees. | am not in any way trying to put them down, but
fact, that in times gone by it was sometimes the medicathat is not the same as going to the level of having a doctorate
blokes who did more harm to patients than the snake oih medicine or a PhD in a medical field. It is a courtesy title,
salesmen, who simply sold a useless medicine. | should poitlhe same as veterinarians have, and nowadays chiropractors
out that my purpose here is not to discredit such alternativalso use that title. They are courtesy titles; they are not
fields—which are, more and more, being regarded asubstantive titles. However, most of the media do not know
mainstream—but to uncover those individuals within anythe difference, because they have never understood what
field who pose a risk to the public through unethical,training and education is all about.
dishonest and even dangerous practices. | support this measure. People have a right to know that

At the very least, | hope that a Social Developmentsomeone who is giving medical or any other health advice is
Committee inquiry into this matter will facilitate the outing properly trained, registered and accountable. Members would
of any charlatans who may be practising in South Australiaall be familiar with the case of Dr Patel in Queensland.
These people tend to be very slippery characters, as expetinfortunately, there is a decent doctor in Adelaide with the
ence interstate and overseas has shown, and as soon asgshme name, as | understand it. It is unfortunate that he has
authorities start to close in they tend to pull up shop and shifthat name, which | understand is a common name in India.
jurisdiction to avoid disclosure or penalty. Of course, oncd am not in any way suggesting that the local doctor is
they have done that they open up shop either in the same fietghything like the person who did bad things in Queensland.
or another one and continue to operate if they are not caughtowever, if this measure helps to protect people from those
and penalised. It is my hope that, through understanding th@ho want to prey on them through some misguided, ill-
extent and nature of the problem here in South Australia, thenformed intent, | fully support it. | commend this motion
Social Development Committee may be able to advise thenoved by the member for Taylor.
Minister for Health and the parliament about the best form of
control of unscrupulous health practices in this state. Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): I commend the member

for Taylor. As a member of the Social Development Commit-

TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | support this motion;in tee, | am quite pleased that she has moved this motion. | was
fact, | would be happy for it to be taken a bit further to look certainly alarmed by a television program that | saw the other
at the wider aspect of people using alleged credentials to foaiight. It seems that quite a few people are travelling overseas
the community. There is, for example, a character fronto access alleged stem cell therapy treatments. It bothers me
Greenwith who sometimes writesThe Advertiser and who  that some of those people, who may be spending $40 000 or
calls himself Dr Warwick Raymont but whose real name is,$50 000 at a time, are confined to wheelchairs and they need
| believe, Warwick Ring; he actually went to Unley High and, hope, and the only hope they have is to undergo that proced-
as far as | know, does not even have a certificate in anythingtre.
As | understand it, there is no law in South Australiato stop We need to ensure that health professionals have the right
anyone from calling themselves ‘doctor’. There is probablycredentials and provide the appropriate treatment for people,
a law to stop yourself getting doctored, but you can calinstead of peddling false hope. These people might think that
yourself ‘doctor’ and you can call yourself ‘professor’. We they are getting better but, at the end of the day, it might be
now have (and this is another part of this whole area ojust a ‘feel good’ thing, and it is cleaning out their bank
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account or they are mortgaging their house or using theimotor vehicles and vessels in 2007-08. Growth in property
savings. capital values, the number of property assessments and motor
With respect to what some would call alternative or run-vehicle registrations will, however, result in an estimated
of-the-mill treatments, such as massage and chiropractadditional revenue of $3.7 million from levy payers. The
treatments, | am a regular user of both of those services. Mgommittee notes that in 2007-08 target expenditure of
body has not been helped by many years in the shearing sheb206.5 million has increased by $14.8 million from the
in my former life, and they have certainly kept me going. 12006-07 estimated outcome. This increase is mainly due to
can recall that one day, at an inappropriate time, | woke ughe following:
and my back had seized up. | went straight to the chiropractor $4.8 million relates to initiatives approved by cabinet as
and she fixed me up. So, | believe that there are certainly part of the 2007-08 budget.
plenty of legitimate operators in the field of chiropractic.- $2.7 million relates to the state funding component of
However, | think we certainly need to stitch up bogus doctors programs previously located within the Premier and
and other health professionals. Cabinet portfolio. These programs are jointly funded by
MrsRedmond: That is what chiropractors are. the commonwealth and the state. There is no impact on
Mr PEDERICK: | getthe interjection from the member  ESL bills payable by private property owners. The state
for Heysen that chiropractors are bogus. As | just said, you funded component will be met by government through
need to pick and choose a bit. Some are not much more than higher remission costs.
massage manipulators, but | can assure members, as someoné2.5 million relates to deferred expenditure on the
who has felt as if he had broken his back at times, they do Computer Aided Dispatch project carried over from
help to bring you back to health. So, people need to be aware 2006-07.
of who they are seeing and check their credentials, but 1 $2.5 million relates to capital expenditure brought forward

commend the motion of the member for Taylor. from 2009-10.
Motion carried. The balance relates to general inflation and the cost of
providing emergency services.
ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE: With respect to collection costs, the committee notes
EMERGENCY SERVICESLEVY evidence that costs have reached the point where the mini-
mum cost for the service may now exist—an important time
Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | move: for us all. The committee observes, however, that the
That the 61st report of the committee, on the Emergency Servicaecommendation for a review of collection costs contained
Levy 2007-08, be noted. in last year’s report has not been acted on.

Regarding the Economic and Finance Committee’s 61st The committee notes with approval the operation of the
report, Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, verses 1 to 8 famously intoniative Vegetation Council Bushfire Prevention Plan Subcom-

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpos@littee and trusts further improvements will be made in the
under heaven: capacity of private landowners to manage their properties in

2. Atime to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and acooperation with the relevant conservation and fire
time to pluck up that which is planted; authorities.

a tir?{e '%tgﬂﬁdt%g!”’ and atime to heal; a time to break down, and It is also noted that the Commissioner of State Taxation

4. Atime to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 1as acted on the community’s previous concerns about
time to dance; _ enabling access to ESL concessions for retirement villages.
5. A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stonepreviously, ESL was being billed to the one owner of the

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracin . - L
6. Atime to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a timgentlre property, which was often used by a majority of people

to cast away; who were eligible for concessions, and these concessions
7. Atimetorend, and atime to sew; atime to keep silence, anavere not being passed on to the residents of the retirement
atime to speak; village and, therefore, they were paying a higher rate of ESL.

8. Atime to love, and atime to hate; a time of war, and a timegecause of the committee’s good work and the Commissioner
of peace. of Taxation’s diligence, that has now been rectified, so we
Winter is the season and the time for the Economic andan finally sleep well at night. The committee reserves the
Finance Committee’s examination of the minister’s determiright to make further comment on any issue discussed in the
nations in respect of the emergency services levy for theeport. Given the above, and pursuant to section 6 of the
financial year 2007-08. Parliamentary Committees Act 1991, the all-powerful

An honourable member interjecting: Economic and Finance Committee recommends to parliament
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes, | know. Wasn't it? In that it note this report.

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Emergency
Services Funding Act 1998, the Treasurer (and a good Mr GRIFFITHS (Goyder): As a dutiful attendee of the
Treasurer he is) has provided the committee with théeconomic and Finance Committee since being appointed last
appropriate determinations for the approaching financial yeayear, | thought it was important to make a small contribution
and the committee has conducted a hearing and tabled its the 61st report from the committee about the emergency
report within the 21 day time frame laid down by the act.services levy for 2007-08. As a dutiful attendee | must admit
Anyone who says | am a slack chair should apologise; anyorlecannot remember the introductory words in the motion
who says | am a slack chair, let them come to economic anactually being said, but | do note that the honourable member
finance meetings and see. Let them come to Berlin. is, in his words today, a firm but fair chairman of that
The committee notes that the total expenditure orcommittee; he gives everybody a chance.
emergency services for 2007-08 is projected to be One thing that became obvious to me when attending at
$206.5 million. There will be no increase in effective levy the Economic and Finance Committee (and particularly the
rates either for owners of fixed property or for owners oftwo reviews that | attended regarding the emergency services
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levy) was the overkill of bureaucrats attending these func- | note with pleasure in the latest budget that the govern-
tions. | believe there were only four people who spoke to usment has decided to fund an MFS station around Aldinga-
but there would have been 20 people in the crowd. W&eaford, which | welcome as itis a good initiative. Irrespec-

debated afterwards— tive of that proposal, we still have the issue of the thousands
TheHon. R.B. Such: That's because you're so powerful; of people who live in Belair, Blackwood, Aberfoyle Park,
they're scared of you. Happy Valley, Chandler’s Hill and all the suburbs to the

Mr GRIFFITHS: True; they want to make sure they have N0rth and south who currently do not get the benefit of an
an answer for every potential question that we asked. Wi¥FS service. The MFS could attend in those areas and
debated afterwards what the cost would have been to thRPMetimes will, but we have a station at O’Halloran Hill and

Public Service of all these people attending. | can understarf’® at StMary’s, and by the time one of those MFS units
there is a need to ensure that succession planning is in plag€nds the top of Chandler's Hill, Belair or Blackwood, the

so that people who may one day have to answer questions dfé¢ Wwould be all over red rover. o _

aware of how it is run and have an opportunity to learn from The CFS tells me that its turn-out time is four minutes or

their experienced colleagues, but | was a little bit surprised®SS: That must be an average, because | am not aware of
people sleeping at the CFS station. To turn out in four

One point we did note, however, was the draw-down that .
inutes or less you would have to have someone on site. The

has been occurring in the Community Emergency Service§Fs has people on site all the time. | am not suggesting that
Fund. The fund is to have a balance of $5.9 million at the en e diminish the CFS in the Adelaide Hills, but | am asking

of the 2006-07 financial year and it has had drawings fro he minister, to whom | have spoken privately, to look at

it of $3.9 million, but it is also intended, in the 2007-08 :
financial year, for this to be drawn down again by anothef/Nether we need the further involvement of the MFS to
provide an additional service complimentary to that which

$2.4 million, leaving a balance of $3.5 million. .
. . . can be produced at the moment. The emergency services levy
Given that each year it seems that drawings need to com

budgeting is a little bit more prudent from all the emergencyj,o\ 4t The other issue is the appropriateness of the current

services departments or, indeed, that the fund is given Abver for the MES and the CES in the Adelaide Hills
opportunity to boost itself. With those very few words | '

commend the chairman on his motion andll look forward 10 TheHon. PL. WHITE (Taylor): | support the Economic
next year's version of the emergency services levy review.and Finance Committee’s report into the emergency services
) ) ) levy 2007-08. | wish to comment on only one aspect men-
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | will be very brief. One  tioned by the chair of that committee, the member for West
of the issues that | believe should be canvassed and investigrrens, when he noted that the Commissioner for State
gated to see whether it would be cost-effective is Whethe‘raxation has acted on the committee’s concerns about
ambulance services should be brought under the umbrella ghapling access to ESL concessions for retirement village
the emergency services levy. The reality is that some peopl@sidents.
in our community take out insurance b.ut many do not and This matter has concerned me for quite some years. |
often, for those who do not, the cost is picked up by th&yrote to former minister Robert Brokenshire on this matter
community through bad debts and, | guess, the governmegiite some time ago. As members would be aware, | am
in any event. Itis worth looking at and _needs to be investigats»[rong in my advocacy for residents of caravan parks, of
ed. It would be better to have a simple system so thajnich | have a number operating in my electorate. State
everyone is covered for ambulance and we do not haveu?overnment bills for the emergency services levy were made
chase people who have not paid for their ambulance call-ougt to the caravan park owner and it was up to the owner to
Another point | want to raise is the reality that peopledecide what they did in terms of charging residents.
living in not just the hills face zone but also through an areawhile other residents throughout the community—if they
of the Mount Lofty Ranges stretching from Tea Tree Gullywere pensioners—were entitled to a concession on the
down to Woodcroft—that is just an approximation—pay anEmergency Services Levy, caravan park owners were
emergency services levy and they get CFS coverage. | am neharging what they liked to residents. Indeed, we have had
in any way criticising the CFS—I used to belong to it myselfinstances over the years whereby reductions were made for
once—but the issue is that, in an area like mine (Aberfoyl&aravan park owners for things such as the GST and the
Park) where there are large shopping centres, large schoolsmergency services levy, but they were not passed back to the
retirement villages with 280 units. People in these areas afiesidents who had been billed initially for those levies.
paying the same levy but are getting the services of volun- When | wrote to former minister Brokenshire he wrote
teers, who do a great job. back to me and said that the state government had no power
We have a big shopping centre, excluded from CFS covetp address this issue and he suggested that the best course of
recognising that they are probably not fully equipped to deahiction was for my private member’s legislation on rights for
with that sort of fire. | do not want to see the CFS serviceresidents of caravan parks to be enacted. | am pleased to say
diminished in areas such as Blackwood and Belair and so othat my residential tenancies amendments concerning caravan
Should the CFS be further supplemented by an improvegarks and residential village-type parks have made progress
MFS coverage in the area? We know the CFS and MFS wor&nd this issue has finally been addressed, because it was quite
together, but in reality we will always need the CFS to deabn unfair impost on the residents of these sorts of parks and
with bushfire type situations and sometimes to assist in roadllages where everybody else who happened to be a
accidents and urban house fires and so on. Talking to peopfensioner could get a rebate but not these residents. So | am
in the MFS, they tell me that, in any event, it is stretched tgpleased to see that this issue has been resolved.
cover much of the southern area. Motion carried.
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NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE: DEEP When we visited the Upper Deep Creek area we found the
CREEK stream to be a dry creek bed, and we were advised by

adjacent landholders that over the past few years increasingly

Mr RAU (Enfield): | move: it had reached the point where for short periods the stream

dNOU|d dry up—and those periods had become longer—until
it has reached the point where from mid summer to late
Sadly, | am not able to rise to the literary heights that wereautumn the stream is simply an empty rocky passage through
achieved by the chair of the Economic and Finance Committhe Upper Deep Creek catchment. This is completely at odds
tee, so | ask members to indulge me in the fact that | am nawith the way in which the stream operated up until the time
able to match him. The genesis of this inquiry goes back tof the introduction of forestry in that immediate vicinity. That
amotion raised in the other place by the Hon. Sandra Kanckyas supported not only by 50 years worth of personal
which ultimately dropped off the list, so to speak, when theobservation by adjacent landowners but also in the form,
parliament was prorogued for the election in 2006, but whiclinterestingly enough, of video material which showed the
was reinstated by the committee. The scope of the inquirgtream running during the summer months. It is clear that
was to look at land use activities in the Upper Deep Creekomething quite dramatic has happened to that stream over
catchment and their impact on the health of, in particularthe past 10 or 15 years; in particular, since the advent of
Upper Deep Creek but also the Deep Creek area generalljorestry.

The committee had the opportunity of hearing evidence The committee also heard evidence from an expert
from various relevant departments and going on a verjiydrologist, Dr O’Loughlin, who spent some time explaining
interesting visit to the site. | think all the members of theto the committee the effects of run-off from different types
committee found that very interesting. | have to say that wéf land. He explained that in a pasture situation you would
were ably accompanied by the local member, the honourabRXpect more run-off than from an afforested area, and so
member for Finniss, who showed us the tremendous hospiorth. Importantly, he explained to the committee that the
tality for which he is renowned in his area. In any event, wdevel of setback from the edge of the stream is critical in
examined the issues, and the issues basically come downdgtermining whether or not the stream continues to be in
this: it is the old story, the question of land development off€ceipt of enough water to be able to continue to flow. In very

commercial development on land against the balance to Bémple terms, what he said was that if you set the trees far
given to the environment. enough back on the side of the stream you capture most of the

Members need to be aware of the fact that the Upper Dedy"-Off that would have gone to the stream anyway, without
riously damaging the stream.

Creek catchment is one of three or four streams which fee The onlv excention to that proposition was that. where vou
the river (or the stream) known as Deep Creek, which is th y P Propos o yC
ave a convergent land form—that is, something approaching

prime feature of the Deep Creek Conservation Park. Th@i amphitheatre-type description of land, which in the case

That the ninth report of the committee on Deep Creek be note

Deep Creek Conservation Park has been protected in vario X
forms since 1972 and has, since that time, been accord Deep Creek subcatchment is the head water of the

considerable protection under the law because of its pristin%éigum;';ﬁggagngmr;h? thﬁ sz;ls)acﬁz:ret(r)nlrfgrrf]ﬂé?gro?iﬁé
environment and its conservation value. It is very importan pography.

for members to understand that the boundaries of the Dedy ™! Lt€€ on paying a visit to the site that the plantation had

Creek Conservation Park do not encompass within them arpogii a?lomgggg?/e$f;?ngc;tt2? tfswge(?cmvgr gr?ttrllaﬁgj?grrinld
the catchment of Deep Creek. Therefore, what happens in t & y 9

catchment outside the conservation park necessarily has Qﬁ“’e described. It therefore denies the stream any effective

. o ; run-off whatsoever.
impact on what happens within the conservation park. The impact on the Upper Deep Creek catchment seems to

It was outside the conservation park in one of the catchpe to members of the committee quite obvious. There is a
ment streams that our inquiry was focused. What did we findgjrect causal nexus between the plantation of radiata pine in
We found a number of things. First, we found that up untiljg9gg or thereabouts and the current parlous state of the Upper
1990, or thereabouts, the land use in the area had beefpep Creek catchment. Until something is done, particularly
predominantly as open pasture, dairy farming and such likgypout the setback of the pine trees in that immediate area,
In about 1990, the area at the head of the Upper Deep Creglhich is not a large area but it is very significant from the
subcatchment was acquired by Forestry SA and put over t9gint of view of this stream, it will continue and perhaps get
forestry activity. It is now covered in radiata pine. | need toyorse. Bearing in mind that this is one of three or four feeder
say that that is not by any means the only governmendtreams into Deep Creek proper and understanding, as we do
plantation in that area and, indeed, there are many privag, the committee, that other streams have suffered similar
p!antatlons in thg area. They are a mixture of bpth radlgt%,pes of intrusions from forestry and damming, much of it
pine and Tasmanian blue gum, both of which require the higiinauthorised (which is another issue altogether), there is a
rainfall which is in that area for them to grow effectively.  serjous threat posed to the viability of Deep Creek itself. Of

In any event, it was clear on the basis of the historicatourse, that would mean the effective destruction of the prime
evidence presented to the committee in the form of historicaksset about which the Deep Creek Conservation Park is
rainfall records that there has not been a 10 or 15 yearentred.
drought in the Upper Deep Creek catchment. In fact, there This is a very important conservation issue. Interestingly
have been good years and bad years—as one would expe&ctough, it is probably worth members of the house reflecting
anywhere—and the past few years have been worse tham the fact that, if we move into a carbon trading environment
previous years but nowhere near enough to explain thim the future, where carbon credits are disposed to those
behaviour of the stream. Furthermore, it is clear from earlycompanies that are able to demonstrate that they are a carbon
observations by settlers in the area that it was traditionally aink, the commercial pressure to place more forestry-type
perennial stream; it was not a seasonal stream. activity in high rainfall areas will increase. It will no longer
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be simply a question about whether or not someone can seéthportant issues and they need to be addressed thoroughly.
the timber for whatever purpose but also it will become aWe must get the science right before we commit to any more
question about the fact of there being a forest in place soakingf these plantings. If we get the science right there can be a
up carbon being itself a generator of income. happy co-existence between rational forestry development
Unless we get the science right, we will be confrontingand a continuing secure environment.
greater commercial pressures for forestry in the area with the
fact that this will produce serious adverse environmental Mr PENGILLY (Finniss): | support the words of my
consequences, not to mention the social consequences for g@lleague the member for Enfield in his eloquent rendition of
communities that live in the member for Finniss’ electoratethe committee’s report.
because, as these areas of land are removed from farming Mrs Redmond: No poetry?
activities in a traditional sense and put over to forestry, that Mr PENGILLY: No poetry? No, | will not do that. | also
changes the type of activity and the number of people whsuggest that the honourable member is wasted on the
work the land and it changes populations and so forth. So, weackbench. Indeed, he should be sitting down the front in a
are talking about significant change being a consequence ofinisterial position. However, that is another thing. The
this. issues the member for Enfield has gone through and the
What are the recommendations the committee came upsues that have come out of the report into Deep Creek are
with? Well, they are many, and | will not attempt to readabsolutely critical. It is a first step in identifying just what is
them all out now because | do not think that would be usefulhappening in the high rainfall areas in relation to the environ-
but I will summarise them in two broad areas. First of all, ment, creek flows, water and everything else. In fairness to
there is a recommendation that the relevant governmei; the forestry industry is critical in South Australia; it has
departments take all steps necessary to make proper hydteeen for a long time and it does a marvellous job. However,
logical studies of these areas to ensure that future foresttyhen many of these areas of forest were planted 30 and 40
development (which, incidentally, the committee does noyears ago no-one had any idea of the potential impacts, as
oppose per se) be done in a way which is consistent with theell as the changes in climate, rainfall and everything else
continuing health of the streams about which this forestrythat occur in Australia. These forests were planted in the best
development is to take place. interests and with the best intent, so we cannot be too critical
This work needs to be done urgently because, as | hawef where they are but we must fix it up.
said, there is already pressure for more forestry in the area, What has occurred at Deep Creek is a tragedy. Itis justa
and that pressure will only continue. The second recommertlisaster that the waters are not running down through the
dation (an important recommendation from the committeefonservation park like they used to all year round. The
is that there be a program to remove the trees, particularlgnvironment and the plant and animal life have changed
from the convergent zone of the Upper Deep Creek catchaccordingly. | believe that the government should jump on
ment, and to remove trees from along the sides of ththese recommendations. It should do something about it, and
catchment to an extent necessary to retain the appropriatet just leave it to gather dust in a corner somewhere. It needs
hydrology of the area and to keep the stream, as it always h&g act on it. It needs to ensure for the future that, when they
been, a perennial stream. Of course, these studies and thege planted, these forestry areas do not impact too much on
activities need to be replicated in the other streams feedingatercourses, rivers and creeks which are so vital to the
the catchment, including Dog Trap Creek and a number of theulture of the environment in those areas.
other creeks in the area. The member for Enfield raised forestry issues in other
This is an important issue for South Australia. This is anareas. | think that council planners at the local government
important conservation asset, being the Deep Creelevelare struggling to come to grips with it. In my electorate
Conservation Park, and we cannot waste time in failing t@alone the four councils all have different land uses and
address this issue quickly. | express my thanks to membegermissions in their planning processes for forestry. It varies
of the committee, all of whom were very enthusiastic andeverywhere, and what is happening is that the forestry
supportive of this inquiry and all of whom made a tremen-companies are buying up highly productive, high rainfall
dous contribution to the work of the committee and thecountry. We see people in areas overseas starving because
report. they cannot grow food. Our agricultural areas are changing
| also thank the committee staff, including Knut Cudaransall the time. They are buying the best of the country. | could
and John Barker, both of whom did a great job in supportindive with it if they were buying some of the sandier, low-
the committee. John Barker did the bulk of the work inproducing country and putting in trees. | could live with that,
preparing the committee’s report, and | think he did anbut | cannot live with the fact that, in many cases, they are
excellent job. | think that any members who have an opporputting trees on country that can carry five and six dry sheep
tunity to read it will be very impressed with his work. He hasper acre, and things like that. | still talk in acres, because you
gone on to bigger and better things, and | wish him well asget more land that way.
| am sure, do other members of the committee. Issues such as that are so important. As we live in a world
I ask members, please, to give some consideration tehere the population is absolutely booming (it is growing and
reading this amongst the many other things they must readrowing), these high rainfall areas, particularly in South
because the issue of forestry and the pressure for developidgistralia and Australia, will just be so important to food
forestry in the high rainfall areas of South Australia—limited producing in the future. | urge the government to look closely
though they are—uwiill increase. This issue will become moreat the report of the Natural Resources Committee and to assist
important not less important. The member for Finniss, llocal government to change the planning capacity so that it
know, has similar issues on Kangaroo Island which will needtan deal with these things quickly and expeditiously and that,
to be addressed. The member for Heysen has it in thia the future, forestry is put in appropriate areas. That is, that
Adelaide Hills in her electorate, and, | assume, the membet does not buy up highly productive agricultural land and
for MacKillop and others also have similar issues. They ar¢ake it out of existence for the next 20, 30, 40 years. How-
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ever, at the same time, we have to have a forestry industryecommendations for action from government departments
There is a demand for timber, pulp and this and that. | thinkand from the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural
the blue gum issue has got right out of control. It concerns m&esources Management Board. | will mention two arising out
greatly that some of the best areas have gone into blue gumd.the evidence provided by Dr O’Loughlin, the hydrologist;
It has been a way for many farmers to get out of farming withthe first is that Forestry SA remove portions of its Foggy
decency and with a few dollars. They have been offeredrarm plantations to maintain permanent buffers in the
enormous amounts of money to procure their land and thelgydrologically affected areas of between 20 and 100 metres
can get out with some dignity, decency and a few dollars foeither side of the Foggy Farm tributaries.
their retirement, whereas, for so many years, many farmers Debate adjourned.
have struggled along without much at the end of the day.

The matter of these forestry companies, many with APPROPRIATION BILL
overseas money, buying and procuring land primarily for blue
gums needs to be addressed. | know my views are at variance Adjourned debate on second reading.
with some in the federal sphere, but it is different when you  (Continued from 19 June. Page 450.)
have a patch close to home and you see people disappearing
from communities. As the member for Enfield pointed out, Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): It is my pleasure to make a
this is having a great impact on communities. The people argontribution in relation to the Appropriation Bill debate. At
just not there any more. Sometimes they live in houses thahis stage, | will confine my remarks to the areas | cover in
are falling into disrepair and other nefarious activities aremy shadow ministerial responsibilities. Unfortunately, | do
taking place in relation to growing green plants because watejot think that 20 minutes will be enough time to get through
is available. This is what is happening. Consequently, thg|| the comments | want to make. In speaking earlier in the
social fabric is being damaged. Sports clubs, schools angeek, the leader referred to the budget as being one of debt,
progress associations suffer from the drop in numbers and dfisappointment and delay. | have to say that, whilst the areas
goes on and on. People just do not have neighbours. of the Attorney-General, justice, disability and ageing do not

Indeed, | was speaking to the member for Bragg's brothehecessarily involve debt, they do involve a great deal of
the other day, who has property on Kangaroo Island. They aigisappointment and, most especially, delay. In fact, the first

surrounded by forestry. Once upon a time, the neighbourgpic | want to touch on relates to delays in the legal system
would tell you when one of your sheep or cattle was on thgyenerally.

road, a tree had fallen over the fence, or whatever. Thatis not | the media over the last few weeks, we have all been

happening now because there are no neighbours—and th@are of an ongoing dispute between the Director of Public
people who are living in the scrub growing nefarious productrgsecutions and this government. It saddens me greatly that
are not interested. They do not want to know about it. Itis Nokgmeone with the integrity of the DPP is being forced to
a question of dudding the forestry industry at all: it is aspend a great deal of his time defending himself and his
question of getting it right now for the future and ensuringggfice in order to get done the job the government hired him
that rural communities continue to survive and, hopefullyo go. The dispute over the last few weeks has been the issue
have something at the end of it whereby they do have a socigf hjs request for a much needed amount of money. | do not
fabric. Schools survive. The old adage that farmers alwaygnow the sum the DPP requested in his submission, but |
look to marry a school teacher or a nurse is still there: it is in,nderstand that he needs something in the order of $3 million

existence. | married a nurse, | might say, which is the besh get his office into a position where it can get rid of the
thing I ever did: itis the best returning paddock on the farmpackiog of cases.

| strongly support the report of the Natural Resources
Committee of the parliament under the chairmanship of thE
member for Enfield. | have enjoyed the visits of members o penalty as part of its ‘tough on law and order’ campaign, it

the committee to my electorate on two occasions. | urge thgn,ost inevitably results in longer time being spent on cases,
committee and government members to ask the governmefkin more people resisting guilty pleas and contesting their
to take due notice of the report and put some planning ity ocence, rather than simply pleading to a case, and this
place for the future. It is with a great deal of pleasure that ‘results in an inevitable increase in the workload of the DPP.
support the committee’s recommendations. Some weeks ago, we had the bizarre situation where the head
of the Department of the Attorney-General and Justice
?]erome Maguire) actually wrote an email to the staff of the

One of the things this government does not seem to
nderstand is that, whenever it changes the law by increasing

TheHon.L. STEVENS (Little Para): One of the
positive consequences of the parlous state of the Riv

Murray and the drought that we have been experiencin ot deserve any more money because he had not spent what

throughout most of south-eastem Australia has been Rad been allocated to him for this year in the first place.
renewed focus on water resources, the health of rivers and the . .
The reality of that circumstance turned out to be that,

need to regulate to ensure that we have a viable future in, .

terms of this very basic natural resource. This particulat” # th i h h i had
matter at Deep Creek Conservation Park was a very intered €Ngage extra staff, the very officer who sent the email ha

ing topic. | must say that the health of this water system waS€¢" part of what appears to ha\{e been a campaign to prevent
something that had not even entered my radar until we had'® DPP from having the authority to engage the staff to get

the opportunity to consider the matter, hear anecdotd€ work done. It seems to me pretty clearly that the Office

evidence from local residents spanning 20 or 30 years and {§ the DPP. which operates under a specific piece of legisla-

see with our own eyes the degradation of the watercourse!!l0N—2a Director of Public Prosecutions Act of 1991—is
uthorised to administer and control his office. Indeed,

| support everything said by the presiding member24t" S
(member for Enfield). There are 10 recommendations and, sgction 6(3) of that act provides:
the honourable member said, there are a number of strong The director has the administration and control of the office.

PP’s office which purportedly explained that the DPP did
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Yet, in spite of that very clear provision, this governmenta barrister in the criminal field who complained that increas-
seems intent on preventing the director from actuallyingly there are occasions when he might have his work ready
administering and controlling his office and, having awardedor running a trial that is expected to go for a week in one of
money for the purpose of creating the extra staff and gettingur courts, only to find that the trial is abandoned, either
the staff that are needed to help deal with the backlog, thelgecause there is no courtroom in which to conduct the trial,
have then thwarted his attempts to actually engage the stafir because there is no judge to hear the trial.

So, not surprisingly, the DPP then put up a submissionto It is certainly the case that there have been significant
the government for the provision of the extra staff stilldelays in the Attorney-General's department with the
needed, and he did that with good reason. He actually haabpointment of judges and magistrates in order to help with
done a comparison so that he could have the evidence aspart of the backlog. As | said, there is no money—apparent
why things seemed to be under such pressure and stress atthene in the budget, anyway—for any work on courts in the
Office of the DPP. Quite apart from the difficulties createdcity. In fact, | know that there are reports as to occupational
by the government in their ongoing fight with his office—and health and safety issues surrounding some our courtrooms,
with him in particular—he found that the file load of the and it seems that none of these is being attended to.
prosecutors working in that office are mostly more than In addition, of course, in the last week we have had the
double the file load of prosecutors in similar offices in otherissue of people being held in remand. Our Attorney-General
states. So, in this state, we have file loads of prosecutoseems to think that it is a good idea for people to be held in
commonly in the order of 50 to 100 files, and in other statesemand for up to two and a half years, in spite of Justice
prosecutors are expected to manage 15 to 25 files at a tim&nderson in the Supreme Court indicating that perhaps it was

I never hold myself out as being an expert in the criminalnot a good idea. In a media interview the Attorney seemed to
law; it was not an area that | was engaged in much when misunderstand the nature of remand in that, in fact, it is meant
was in practice. However, | do know that managing arfor the short-term holding of people who are, under our
increasing number of files is a very difficult and stressfulsystem of law, presumed innocent until proven guilty.
thing. Indeed, people in the community are often surprisedNotwithstanding that, the Attorney seems to think it is all
when | tell them that | actually find this job less stressful tharright that, even though you are presumed innocent, you can
operating as a legal practitioner because, when | was a leggpend two and a half years awaiting trial in remand.
practitioner in the civil jurisdiction, | would generally handle  There seems to be very little in this budget to comfort us
up to about 300 files at a time, and they ranged over a greabncerning the lack of money and resources actually being
variety of areas of work. So, they were not all just puttingapplied to our legal systems. Indeed, | noted that there were
sausages through a machine—in the parlance that is sommeductions in the crime prevention program, the crime
times used in the profession; they were varied files withstatistics program, and the justice portfolio program. In the
different time limits, different jurisdictions, different things first two of those programs the significant reduction seems
to be attended to. | would often wake up in the middle of theto be in the number of staff, or at least in the cost of the staff.
night when | was practising as a lawyer because | wouldAssuming no-one’s salary is going down, it therefore seems
suddenly think: have I filed a certain document on time; haveéhat the number of staff is being reduced in certain programs
| prepared something that | have to have ready on time; hawghen there is clear pressure on the system and a need to be
I done this, have | done that? So, | can well imagine that thesgoing much more to address a whole range of issues concern-
prosecutors in the Office of the DPP are struggling with fileing the operation of our entire court system. The Chief Justice
loads which, in some cases, could be up to four times whadtas been complaining about this and has made public
their counterparts in other states are having to deal with. comments about it for a couple of years now. There is no

So, the DPP then put up a submission, but the Attorneydoubt that this government is failing to address that issue.
General, on his own admission, decided not to forward that | could go on about that, but | note that | am halfway
submission to the Treasurer; hence we then had the Treasuterough my time. | want to make rather a lot of comments
responding to a question during the budget lockup aboubout problems in the disability sector, where this govern-
whether any money was to be supplied to the Office of thenent has taken a path which | think is exactly the wrong path.
DPP. The Treasurer responded: no, he did not ask for anyhe government could be described as favouring bureau-
Well, of course, that was far from the truth. There had beeiracy, centralisation and enforced community living regard-
quite a specific submission about extra funding, but it fell oriess of people’s preferences and regardless of the worth of the
deaf ears because the Attorney—who, of course, has nevBiGOs who have until now done a lot of great work in our
practised law—decided there was no merit in it and he wouldommunities. Indeed, in the last week or so | recall—I think
not pass that on to the Treasurer. during the debate on the Julia Farr Services (Trusts) Bill—

But, of course, it is not just the Office of the DPP that isthat the minister referred to these parent groups in what | felt
causing the problems, and | know, because of several matternss a most derogatory way. His perception, | am sure, is that
that have hit my desk, we have significant delays in thehe NGOs are largely parent-run organisations which are
forensic science area where we are waiting for people to givimadequate.
us reports. As a consequence, it causes a great deal of distressThe reality is that a lot of these NGOs may have indeed
to families who have often had no contact with anything instarted out as parent groups, where groups of parents had the
the legal sphere until a family member dies in unusuatommonality of a child with a particular disability. Over a
circumstances, and those circumstances are such that the@eriod of years they developed expertise and, really, with
will be some sort of forensic inquest or coroner’s inquest, andunding that amounted to the smell of an oily rag they
there is a great deal of delay within that office, although Imanaged to run a service which was extremely helpful for a
noted in the budget that there did seem to be a minor increasange of people in the community who had children with
in the funding for that office. particular disabilities. But, this government seems intent upon

However, | noticed also that there was no apparent monegetting rid of NGOs and bringing everything into the
for any new courts in the city. Just this week | was talking todisability sector. Of course, the government has quite
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famously, over the last 12 months, managed to dismantle theurrently awaiting equipment. That it has gone up is not
intellectual disability services council, the independent livingsurprising; clearly he did not spend the money.
centre, the Julia Farr Services, and has defunded various other In 2004 the minister said there was $5.9 million in one-off
things. What worries me is that what is happening is that théunding to be put into this sector to clear the equipment
government is creating a huge bureaucracy. Over 50 per cewaiting lists, then in 2007 there was $5.7 million in one-off
of its announced funding increases are, in fact, salarfunding to go into the equipment waiting list. In 2004 it
increases. As | have mentioned before in this house, | am suoemprised $850 000 for Novita (it is $2.37 million for Novita
that | saw a figure somewhere to the effect that from 42 wehis year), $150 000 for CanDo4Kids ($300 000 this year),
have now gone up to 67 bureaucrats within that departmei$4.2 million in 2004 to provide 600 adults on waiting lists
who are earning over $100 000 a year. 804 pieces of equipment including wheelchairs, mobility aids
To give just one examp|e’ in the area of advocacy an@.nd home modifications (thiS time $100 000 for technical aid
information services the budget has been reduced fror®r the disabled), and $2.92 million to pay for equipment to
$1.3 million to only $550 000. More than half the budget hashelp hundreds of adults leaving hospital and those who need
disappeared, with $750 000 being taken out. | would like tg1ew wheelchairs or other equipment to be safe at home. Also
refer to a couple of letters about that which | have receivedncluded in the previous list was money for extra occupation-
in the last couple of days. In fact one of the letters come@! therapists, and $200 000 for the Royal Society for the
from an organisation and, while | will not refer to all the Blind.
organisations, if you look at the minister’s own press release There are two points to be made about this. First, it is clear
of 7 June this year entitled, ‘Waiting list for disability thatthe money announced in 2004 was not spent and did not,
equipment cleared’ (which | will come to in a minute), we in fact, clear the waiting lists. The second pointis that, in any
find this little announcement being made in the very last bigvent, this government still fails to understand that it is no
of it: good putting in one-off funding in the disability sector, nor

The budget for non-government advocacy and information it sufficient to simply put in CPI increases. The sector is

groups will be cut from $1.3 million to $550 000. The agencies€XPanding. We need more money in there every year as the

affected are: Disability Information Resource Centre, the Braindase capital and we need to grow that every year at CPI, at

Injury Network of SA, Family Advocacy, the Arthritis Foundation, least, otherwise we will never catch up. The disability sector

Rﬁwﬂ‘ciﬁgﬁﬁ E_(t’c'gg’rgf gﬁ'é\"cuasic:r'%rl\?gsrtgﬁ’gh% Jissociation.falls sadly behind the equivalents in every other state. This
| uni , | u | unci H H H

SA? Deaf SA, and thye Paraplegic and Quadriplegi% Association 0 tate should hang Its hea.d n sham(?, yet thl; goyernment

SA'Inc [I think that is now known as ParaQuad]. eeps pretending to be doing something to assist this sector.

. . . . | remember that, when the government previousl
So the minister admits to having made those deductions. |, 9 b y

1d lik f ; fthe | h ved nounced its $93 million to the disability sector, it turned
would like to refer to just one of the letters | have receivedy i ih4t $25 million was one-off funding and $32 million was

Ion th's.' Wlh'c_h indicates that there are significant problemqnto the transport and education departments, which left only
n particular: $36 million over four years—or $9 million a year—which is
OUR VOICE SA (Self Advocacy for People with Intellectual simply an inadequate growth in the disability sector. We will

Dlsabllltles) has been taken over by Dlsablllty SA workers [that iS,never solve the prob'em unless the government puts some
it has gone into the department, into the bureaucracy]. All the suppo

for them will come from public servants. Hence the members of th(ﬂeal money I.nto the sector.

OUR VOICE SA will be careful about what they are saying inthe ~ Time expired.

future. Further, their website and two training programs for people

with intellectual disabilities (consumer rep and peer mentor training) The Hon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): | would like to begin by

will be dismantled because it was on the enablenet website, Whi%‘aying that | believe this budget is quite a sound one. Of

has just been defunded. The training courses and the website we P .
funded through a grant of the Department of Premier and Cabinéggurse’ every budget will disappoint someone, and there are

only last year and had been finalised on the website since Octob&OMme aspects with respect to which | would like to see

. - . priorities changed. The first issue | would like to raise is the
How dumb is that? We only finalised it in October and nowg,,yamental one of whether an annual budget is really the

this minister has completely defunded it. The letter goes orjy, ¢ appropriate way, in this day and age, for financial

It really is a scandal to argue that $750 000 had to be taken frormatters to be conveyed and announced to the parliament and
thﬁ Com]jntl#]nity Se<|3t0f in order BO pay for ng\gceﬁl,on the Igfo_unfto the community. | say that because we have this great build-
glg?niﬁion i‘; dnggs’cgtggrt‘g%?(f; senr]\(/)ig:}s/. ($45 million) only jus up to the budget (and | know we have_a ‘half-yearly budqet

_ review); we have what | would call this ‘budget orgasm’,
This lady goes on to say: where we all get excited about the budget, and proposals are

Hope you are getting something out of my cynical communica-outlined for spending, and so on.
tion. The situation has never been as bad before, and the silencing However, we do not really get with that document (or
of protest has never been as bad as it is now. People are really Sca@l@ewhere) any sound basis for comparing what has happened
to lose what they have, so they do not speak up. in the recent past. Members might say that during estimates
Another letter | received on the same topic makes similapne can troll back and look at what has happened in the past
comments. | want to quickly touch on this wonderful mediaand make comparisons, but the budget really comes out as a
release, issued by the minister on Thursday 7 June, in whicstatement of today, in part, and | guess promises for tomor-
he says that waiting lists for disability equipment will be row and into the future. However, it does not really deal with
cleared. Strangely enough, on 21 December 2004 he alsssues such as efficiency and effectiveness, in the sense that
issued a media release headed, ‘Disability equipment waitini is very difficult to judge whether or not we are receiving
lists to be cleared'. | did a little compare and contrast betweewmalue for money, in terms of what is being provided or
what he said in 2004 and what he said in 2007, and | foundllocated in the budget.
that in 2004 he said that there were 750 adults then awaiting Members might say, ‘Well, the Auditor-General would
equipment, while in 2007 he said there were 1 000 peopldeal with that. Unfortunately, the Auditor-General tradition-
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ally has not done so. Looking at the budget, it is impossibleschool (less so for the dental hospital) some considerable
to know what money allocated to the police, for example, willdistance from the new hospital.
resultin, in terms of front-line policing and police outonthe | understand that the government will relocate the railcars
beat, and how many nurses in wards will result from theo the end of the suburban lines. It currently does that at
budget. | ask the Treasurer to consider whether or not it igelair for the Belair line, anyway, but the bigger issue will
time to look at a different format in relation to how financial be where they relocate the railway workshops. | suspect the
matters are presented and whether or not, in this century, wst of that will be significant and, hopefully, it has been
should be looking at a different approach in terms of how weactored in. Those workshops would be very expensive to
state our finances and the promise of what is to come.  replicate, and | imagine nothing under $100 million would be
In terms of specifics, | welcome the payroll tax reductionsheeded to provide maintenance workshops. But, in any
| think the government has done the right thing there. | not@vent—and, hopefully, this will be in a future budget—if the
that a comparison was made with Victoria, and that we hadovernment moves to a light rail system (an electric rail
to follow or at least be in step with Victoria. | do not think system, standardised), one would hope that any move to
that one would want to argue with that; it is fairly sound relocate that railway workshop and the storage of railcars was
approach. We all know, and we have said, that payroll tax isompatible with a new light rail electric system. One would
atax on employment and we need to get rid of it. The realithope that was the case.
is: what do you replace that income stream with if you getrid | applaud the government for putting money aside to
of payroll tax? | am sure every member here would like to seémprove the track on the Belair and Noarlunga lines. | was
payroll tax go, and maybe one day it will, but what has beeroping there would be money in this budget for an indication
done in this budget I think is a good first step. of a commitment to a standardised light rail network, but |
In relation to water, which has been very topical and guess it is a question of fixing the basics first. | have spoken
very important issue, criticism has been made that the budgtith the Minister for Transport and, as | understand it, any
does not really come to terms with that issue. | guess, itipgrade of the sleepers, etc. on those lines will allow for easy
fairness, we could argue that it has really only become agonversion to standard track should that happen in the future.
issue of concern in recent time, and one would hope th# is necessary expenditure. It is part of an infrastructure
government will gear up with a greater focus, for examplecommitment that should have been given and brought to
on using urban stormwater and reusing grey water and so dfition many years ago. It needs to happen but, unfortunate-
in a way which is not currently reflected by expenditurely, it looks like the light rail system will be in the next budget.
announcements in this budget. | think we could do a lot more, | was pleased to see the provision for an MFS station to
particularly in the Adelaide metropolitan area, in terms ofserve the southern area, around Seaford-Aldinga. That has
reuse of stormwater and making greater use of the aquifdreen a deficiency for quite a while. As | have already said in
which we are blessed with in this part of Australia. But | dothis place on a previous occasion, | think the whole question
not see much evidence of that in the budget, or any indicatioof MFS coverage needs to be looked at, not only in some of
that it is on the radar of the government. | hope it will be. the CFS areas in the Adelaide Hills but in relation to what |
Provision is made for a study relating to Mount Bold Would call some MFS black spots in the metropolitan area.

reservoir. | think the government needs to be very careful i trust the minister will have a look at that, but the provision
relation to that, because the area of Mount Bold behind thef & new station at Seaford is certainly welcome.
spillway contains some of the most pristine habitat in the high  There is a lot of money in the budget for health. In fact,
rainfall area of the state. | think, if the government goes dowryou could spend all the budget on health and never satisfy
the path of destroying that by flooding it, it will bring upon everyone. You never will satisfy everyone. We hear people
itself tremendous environmental wrath, not just locally butsay, ‘Spend the money on health to the exclusion of other
also from further afield. | personally cannot see how you caithings.’ That is not sensible or possible. What | will counsel
increase the capacity of Mount Bold greatly without destroythe government on, though, is to be careful about creating a
ing that pristine environment. It is one of the ironies, and itbureaucratic system to manage health which does not
was probably not intended, that SA Water and its predecesmprove and add to health services per se.
sors have been amongst the best conservers of native The government needs to be very careful that it not fall
vegetation in this state because they have protected the bufigtto the trap of creating a health bureaucracy which does
zones around the reservoirs and, in so doing, they have helpadthing for the health of the community but only creates
protect what little is left of our remnant native vegetation. Sosome highly-paid positions for people in administration. |
| urge the government to rethink any proposal which wouldhink there is some evidence already that perhaps the
permanently destroy and damage that rare vegetation ag@vernment has let the reins go a bit loose in relation to some
native habitat to the east of the spillway at Mount Bold.  sections of the Public Service. | have never bagged the Public
On the question of the hospital, | do not have a problenervice because | think, in the main, they are fantastic and
with calling it after our much-loved Governor. | would have dedicated people, but that is not to say that you should not
thought the normal practice was to name a wing of a hospitd]ave a Public Service which is efficient and effective.
after someone such as the Governor, but | do not have a There is a case for having a look at the bureaucracy being
problem with calling it the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital.decentralised, more localised, with more authority given to
I think the location has a lot of good aspects. | am not suréocal units to do their task, rather than have giant bureaucratic
whether the government has looked at all the ramificationstructures based in the city. | think that is something that
including the impact on the medical school, the dentaDECS could well look at, because | think they have fallen
hospital, the IMVS and the nursing facility, recently providedinto the trap of overcentralisation. | believe people should be
by the University of Adelaide. | would hope that those issuesllowed to get on with their job. We should trust staff to be
have been looked at and they will be properly addressedjiven a task and then let them do it and not strangle them
because it is going to be difficult if we have the medicalwith too much centralised bureaucracy.
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I have argued for a long time that our state school systeranvironmentally. You only have to look at what Don Dunstan
has, unfortunately, been discriminated against—I think by thand Don Hopgood did to realise that there is a risk of the
federal government, in particular. The federal governmentabor tradition of being focused on the environment slipping
argues that it is the responsibility of state governments taway because of a misguided view that somehow we have to
fund state schools, and that is true to a certain extent, but tharn Adelaide into a version of Hong Kong or Singapore—
proof is in the eating and, if you look around, you will see and that is not something we want.
that nearly every private school has been able to engage in Apart from some small provision, this budget does not
significant capital works in recent times, including providing show much by way of financial commitment to the environ-
swimming pools and meeting halls, etc. ment. You can have all the talk in the world and you can have

I would like to see the state government continue tog|| the statements in the world, but at the end of the day you
increase funding for state schools because we still have som@ye to match it by putting in some dollars to actually carry
state schools where children are in temporary classrooms aggt environmental protection and proper environmental

unsaj[isfactory accommodation ar!ql asa priority we need thhanagement, including the provision of appropriate
get rid of those substandard facilities and ensure that aionservation areas throughout the state.
children, whether in a private or a state school, have access

prisons and, if you have a policy that will result in incarcer-ipo and of the day, economics and ecology should be seen as

ati?n,ihenﬁ/ou l‘Ni” need m?/:/e pla(risonshl urge rt1he govelrnr;e%art and parcel of the same thing. As | have said in here
to look at the alternatives. We know that we have 10 lock Uthefare, they both derive from the greek waidos meaning

certain people because they are a threat to the community affuse or housekeeping, and good economics is good ecology
that you have to punish people, but from my observation, 4 vice versa.

prisons achieve very little and the little they do achieve is at .
great cost. We need to look at mechanisms to change O_verall_,_lwould not call this budget sexy and | would not
behaviour, and that is more likely to happen with a lateraf2/l it €xciting, but I am sure the government has a few

thinking approach that would involve environmental work dollars up its sleeve as we get closer to the next election. |
camps. Most of the people in prison are not likely to be hmk oyerall itis a sound approach., but | come baqk to the
threat to the community. irst point. | question whether the big bang budget is really

Mr Hanna: Boot camps. :_he w?y togoin éhis day ?Rdtaget an(;;l whethe; c_)rtno:,hwith the
TheHon. R.B. SUCH: | don’t support boot camps— 'E‘e drames and sg.f(f)n ? exten hV\éay ou .C;F‘ 0 b ?tyearsd
Mr Hanna: Gum boots. ahead, we need a different approach to providing better an

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: As long as they're wearing gum sound management of the finances of this state.
boots, that’s fine. | do not support boot camps, marching

around in ever diminishing circles—I think it is ridiculous. Mr HANNA (Mitchell): This is my response to the 2007

dget. The key issue | want to address is the impact on our

where they are going and what they have done, but you alsd X i X .
have to get them into a routine of meaningful activity and© cal] himself an education premier—more like a schools tax
employment, doing meaningful tasks. premier. Over the past 12 months we have already had threats

Rather than spending hundreds of millions of dollars orf© th€ instrumental music program, the aquatic program and

prisons in a conventional sense, some of that extra monﬁfhﬁr issues. ’\:OW’ tr:]'?t biggEst impact of all %n school funding
could be well spent on purchasing some properties in the rur the proposal to shift WorkCover costs and management to

area and getting people who are no real threat to th&chools. .
community to actually engage in community work and attend The proposal is to have schools pay 1 per cent of the
sessions at night where you might be able to improve theigalaries for teachers out of the local school budget. This is
literacy and numeracy and change their attitude. More of thg0ing to have an enormous impact. | have heard figures, for
same by way of conventional prisons with cages will notexample, of my local high school needing to find an extra
change anything or do anyone any good, least of all th&150 000 to cope with this measure. | have heard of a number
community. of primary schools come up with figures of around $30 000—
In regard to the environment overall, whilst it has not hadg lot for a primary school. Most importantly, this means a real
a lot of publicity, minister Gago has done some very goodmpaCt on the education of our children in public schools.
things in relation to creating some additional conservation | have spoken with one primary school, but | am not sure
areas, but the government itself in its planning laws andhey would wish to be named for fear of retribution. How-
general policies and funding has to be careful that it does naver, one of the officials from one of my local primary
slip into what might be seen as an anti-environmentaschools has given some examples. The sorts of things that
approach. Sure, we need employment and activity in Soutill need to be looked at if this harsh WorkCover funding
Australia, but it should not be at the expense of the environproposal goes forward is the dismissal of IT and SSO support
ment. staff. So, once again, those people who take the load off
| fear that this government is latching too strongly onto ateachers and provide specialist advice and support are going
‘development at any cost’ approach and sacrificing theéo be in the firing line. Some of these people provide
environment in doing so. It is a dangerous course, one thajpecialist computer training to our children, some provide
takes it well away from the traditional Labor approach, whereeading for those who are less well off intellectually than
the Labor Party (to its credit) has done a lot of good thingothers and some provide administrative support for teachers



462 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 20 June 2007

who are already overloaded with the administrative load thegepartment bureaucracy rather than taking it out of schools
have to bear in addition to their teaching time. themselves. They are forcing a drastic impact on the quality

Another example that was provided to me of the potentiabf education in our public schools. That is shameful, especial-
impact of this WorkCover funding move is in relation to ly coming from a Labor government.
equipment in the school. One school has been fitting interac- | turn to the issue of WorkCover. It has been in the news
tive whiteboards as a teaching tool in classrooms—that wilthis year, with the apparently ever-increasing liability
have to stop. The other example that was given to me by problem, usually tagged as a blow-out in our media. First, |
particular school was the two computers in the school libraryvant to say something about the mechanics. | give credit to
breaking down last week. If this happens in a year, theyr Kevin Purse, whose report was released late last week in
would not be able to be replaced because there will beelation to the WorkCover problem. He points out that the
absolutely nothing in the threadbare budget after allowanceay in which the calculation of liability is generally done in
is made for WorkCover payments. There is also the issue dhe media is quite misleading. Of course, the unfunded
the TRTs, essentially the replacement teachers. If the TRIiTability refers to the amount WorkCover or its agents might
budget is exceeded for a particular school, then the schoblve to pay if every injured worker had to be paid for medical
obviously would be faced with paying replacement teachersand income expenses and so on through the life of every
wages. Power and water bills are already a problem in mangxisting claim. Dr Purse suggests that a better calculation
schools. might be the funding ratio: in other words, the value of total

The P21 reforms were said to be of great benefit t@mssets as a percentage of total estimated liabilities. After all,
schools. They would enable schools to switch off lights aif you were looking at the health of a public company, you
4 p.m. and save any money they could from being frugal wittwould not just look at its liabilities and say that it is a healthy
electricity and water. The reality is that power and water billscompany, or that it is an unhealthy company. That would be
have gone up so much since that time that they have beconaereally stupid approach.

a significant item in school budgets. One of the suggestions Of course, you would look at the assets as well as the
that was discussed recently at one of my local schools wdgbilities to get a better idea of the financial health of the
that perhaps the airconditioning should be put on only if theeompany. It is the same with WorkCover. The figures
temperature exceeds 30°, and the heater should be put on oflly Purse has calculated are as follows: WorkCover was 65
if it drops to under 10°. That is the sort of efficiency measureper cent funded in 2005-06 financial year compared with 63.4
or frugality that is being forced upon schools by the threat oper cent the previous year. That is not a large improvement
making them pay WorkCover fees. The end result is not jugbut, nonetheless, it is an improvement, yet we have all the
discomfort and distraction from teaching for students butdoomsayers talking about the increasing bottom line of
potentially, ill-health effects. liability, and that in itself is misleading.

Let us look at how schools might cope ifthey have to pay The other thing | want to point out is the two critical
1 per cent of teachers’ salaries in WorkCover levies. If theyassumptions that underpin liability estimates, that is, the
cannot cut any more than they already have, then they wouldlaims inflation rate and the discount rate. These items are
be looking at drawing more fees from parents in thebased on very delicate assumptions, and the slightest change
community. Some of the schools in my area have significartb those assumptions (for example, the minor variation to the
School Card representation among the parent community. Sssumed rate of return on investments) can lead to a very
that means in order to achieve a 10 per cent rise in school fefrastic reduction in the outstanding liability figure, potentially
income, something like a 20 per cent increase in fees mighty hundreds of millions of dollars. | do not go along with the
be necessary for those parents who are not eligible for Schostare campaign the government, the opposition and the
Card. If that sort of proposal was put to parents, many ofmedia, not to mention the employers group, have been
them just would not pay. They would not be able to pay angursuing and fostering. However, there is a problem, which
they would not want to pay. In summary, this move to cutl think is the result of years of mismanagement and neglect
funding from schools is politically stupid. Perhaps it repre-of the core issues of getting workers returned to work or off
sents a degree of arrogance that the Labor government héee system. Not only do the staff and management of
reached after five years in office. It is incredible that it thinksWorkCover have some responsibility to bear but, of course,
that it could get away with taking this amount of money off the minister also bears a heavy responsibility, particularly
schools and having either a cut in the quality of educatiorover the last five years of the Labor government—more so
delivered in our public schools or a very significant additionalbbecause the Stanley report, which was published some five
impost on the parent community. Mike Rann and Jangears ago now, showed a way forward for the government,
Lomax-Smith should be ashamed of this proposal. yet that report has been gathering dust.

I make one final comment about the education budget. As It seems that the Labor government approach to Work-
best | can work out from the budget document—which isCover has been very much a hands-off policy, and that has
difficult to read—approximately one-third of the budget doesled us to talk of a crisis. No doubt, the Labor government will
not go to schools. That is an astounding fact in itself. Oneeome back next year with talk of raising the employer levy
third of the education budget does not go to schools; in otheaind also cutting benefits to injured workers. The payroll
words, it goes to district centres and the headquarteneduction this year is not going to win the government a
bureaucracy in Flinders Street. It is spent on a wide range afracker of favour from employer groups when the Labor
things. No doubt we need policy development and people tgovernment comes back next year to talk about increased
look after the accounting, the insurance and the nuts and bolisvies for WorkCover. Dr Purse’s report points out a couple
that keeps the whole system going, but it is staggering tof ways of getting WorkCover back on track, namely, that a
think that the bureaucracy payments have blown out to onésetter approach to redemptions and rehabilitation is the way
third of the education budget. | say to the Minister forto go, and | entirely agree. We would not be in the situation
Education and Children’s Services and the Premier on behalfe are in now if a better approach had been taken to these
of my community: look at cutting money from the educationissues years ago. There will no doubt be further discussion
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about WorkCover when the report commissioned by thés a sadly neglected area in our criminal justice system. |
Labor government comes back after the federal electiorconclude my remarks as my time has expired.

Something tells me we are not meant to debate it until after

that event. TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT secured the adjournment of the

| turn to the topic of the Office of the Director of Public debate.
Prosecutions. The important thing here is to take the issue of

personalities out of the debate. This is not about Stephen [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m]
Pallaras, Kevin Foley or Michael Atkinson: it is about how
well that office is able to do its job of prosecuting criminals DEFENCE CONTRACTS

with the amount of money it is getting from the government.

| was truly shocked to hear the DPP on Leon Byner's,

program on FIVEaa on 14 June describe how the office had L ted

been diddled financially. The Treasurer, in his previous iave granted. - Todav the federal

budget, had allocated money for the hiring of additional TheHon. M.D. RANN: Today the federal government

prosecutors. On paper that sounded very good, but then tﬁ@s_announced its decision to gward the air warfare d_estroyer

process was taken out of the hands of the DPP and handedqgSi9n contract to the Spanish company Navantia. This

the chief executive of the department. The end result of th overnment is dellghted for sev_eral reasons. Flr_stly, itsignals

recruitment process was that only one additional appointmelll e off|C|aI green light for a major $374 million Investment

of a prosecutor took place. That is truly shocking. by this state government in the Techport Australia site at
In other words, the government gets the press release aO borne. Navantia is also to be congratulated not only for this

. . MBntract but for winning a second contract, a design contract,
the kudos of allocating extra funding for more prosecutors ('Y‘or the $3 billion amphibious ships, which is also a very

thrives on that;_ It says that it IS tough on f|ght|ng_cr|me), lOu'[sig:]nificant decision for South Australia. | am very pleased to
?t tg_e samﬁ “”.‘ef't IS c_hokmg Ic_>ff thg alr:ocat_pn of tc:'actjadvise the house that the majority of the combat system
unding so that, in fact, itis not delivered where itis neededyegion and integration work for the second contract, the
Smphibious ships, will also take place here in Adelaide. This

re_aIIy n_eeded 1o cope with th_elr workload. | know frc_)m work is worth an extra $100 million for the South Australian
discussions with prosecutors informally of the incredibleg ooy it consolidates South Australia as the centre for
stress they are under. They work a damn sight harder th%val shipbuilding expertise in Australia

most peoplg in this place, | will say that. i i | would also like to announce that the government is
Just to give an example of the sort of suffering that arisegyesting $31.4 million in building the new air warfare

when the DPP's office is neglected, the DPP had specificalljestroyer systems centre at the Techport facility at the Port.
asked for additional funding to cover the number of caseshjs new custom-built air warfare destroyer systems centre
arising out of Commissioner Mullighan's inquiry into the \yjj| accommodate defence and industry companies working
abuse of children who were wards of the state. Now, there ibgether to bring the successful ship design to life. The

not funding to do that. In other words, when someone igentre, established in 2005, is currently situated at Felixstow
named in the Mullighan inquiry and someone is advised byang has already created more than 300 new high-end jobs,
police that they will be charged with an offence of child jncjuding naval architects, warship designers, systems and
abuse from 30 years ago, the victim is there wishing flnallysystem integration engineers and project managers. It will

to see justice. However, that case will sit. Unless the victime|ocate to its new Techport Australia premises (worth more
is fortunate enough to have an accused person who pleagyn $30 million) in the first half of 2009.

guilty in the case (and there are some examples of that), the | should say that winning the systems centre—we beat

victim will be in the situation of waiting for a year or tWo \jctoria to win the air warfare destroyers contract, the biggest
before the trial can get into the courtroom, and that is aRontract in Australian history—was a separate bid in which
appalling experience to put witnesses through. we were up against Sydney and again won; in fact, in some
Apparently, it is a price that Mike Rann, Mick Atkinson ways, it was an even harder bid to win. Preliminary building
and Kevin Foley are prepared to pay for the sake of winningvorks have already begun at Techport to build the Maritime
what they perceive as a personal spat with Stephen Pallaraskills Centre, while a total of more than $60 million in
the DPP. This particular spat and the efforts to bring the DPRontracts has been let for work on site. We were able to see
into line with government thinking reminds me of a word thatsome of the remediation work at Techport today. Today’s
was used in the 1930s in Germany. There was a consisteatnouncement will give the go ahead to ramp up development
effort by the Nazi Party when it was in power to get everyoneof 35 hectares of land for subcontracting companies to
in every facet of life thinking the same way it did—in establish their operations.
sporting ClUbS, cultural inStitUtionS, Iegal inStitUtionS, The federal defence minister’ Brendan Ne|son, has
economic institutions and so on. Itis inFeI’esting that we haV%Vea|ed today that the 15_year air warfare destroyer project
seen that sort of pressure on the media, on non-governmefii now be worth nearly $8 billion, making Adelaide home
organisations in the community and even on the DPP in oup Australia’s largest defence contract in history. Contrary to
state at this time. Incidentally, the word is ‘gleichschalting’, some views, Dr Nelson said today that work conducted by the
meaning everything running the same way, a word originallyajr Warfare Destroyer Alliance was able to determine little
applied to electrical circuitry. difference in the level of Australian industry involvement
While on the subject of justice, | submit that there oughtbetween the two options. The government understands that
to be a lot more money for restorative justice measurethe decision to award the contract for a smaller Navantia air
whereby, in our higher courts, victims and the accused cawarfare destroyer design could lead to a fourth ship being
get together in an appropriate setting where everyone wishéslilt here—a move this government will strongly support.
that to take place to allow both healing and understanding. MVe will lobby strongly for a fourth air warfare destroyer to

TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | seek leave to make
ministerial statement.
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be built here in South Australia—four air warfare destroyers, PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE
rather than three.

The government's vision to build Techport Australia MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): | bring up the 269th
around the air warfare destroyer project and attract leadinggport of the committee on the Mawson Institute of Advanced
defence companies from around the world to Adelaide helpdanufacturing.
fulfil the objectives we set ourselves in the state’s defence Report received and ordered to be published.
sector plan. This government also aims to double the defence
sector’s contribution to gross state product to $2 billion LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
within 10 years. Our aim now is to build on that momentum .
and bring more of the industry and jobs into our state and to, MISGERAGHTY (Torrens): I bring up the fourth report
achieve our target of increasing South Australia’s defenc8f the committee.
work force from 16 000 to 28 000 jobs within 10 years. Report received.

The air warfare destroyer project will help transform the
South Australian economy, with around 4 000 direct and VISITORSTO PARLIAMENT

indirect jobs to be created, and it will give us the skills and  The SPEAKER: | draw to honourable members’ attention
capabilities to attract future naval and defence projects. Tgyg presence in the chamber today of international students

get as many local contractors as possible involved in thgoy the University of Adelaide, who are guests of the
project, Techport Australia has launched a supplier registranemper for Adelaide.

tion portal and is encouraging local companies to actively
pursue the opportunities that this massive project is provid-
ing. Contractors interested in exploring opportunities for QUESTION TIME
work associated with the Techport Australia infrastructure
can log onto the Techport Australia website. SCHOOL BUDGETS

South Australia has won more than $10 billion in defence Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Leader of the Opposition):

D el e e 28y cuestons o the Premie. How many Labor ackbenc:
the maior defence proiects we have won is '%/He increascslS have indicated to him that they are concerned about losing
J pro) >Feir seats as a result of the government's forcing WorkCover

Army presence in Adelaide. | have to say that | love this : -
theory that these would have happened anyway. Tell that @:r;gtf};r %r:dBrl?;gtg;tngﬁ;StﬁQrtg?publlc schools, and is the

the Victorians! From 2011, Adelaide will become home to the ) ;

7th Mechanised Battalion and its ancillary support. This TheHon._M.D. R.AN_N (Premier): The answer is none.

means that 1 200 soldiers and their families will be stationed w:ggéﬂegsqg?aeﬂ We had a good dav vesterday:

at Edinburgh in northern Adelaide. let Us not spoil it ' ’ 9 vy Y
This is a new announcement: today, the Minister for P ’

Infrastructure announced the release of 28 hectares of land at HEALTH CARE

Blakeview, with up to 100 blocks to be made available to

Defence Housing Australia for the housing of battalion Mr O’BRIEN (Napier): My question is to the Minister

members and their families. This is part of the agreemenfor Health. What support has there been for South Australia’s

made in April to provide up to 500 defence homes—500Health Care Plan?

Defence homes to be built—in the northern suburbs. We are TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | thank the

looking to attract additional high-tech elements of the Armymember for Napier for the question. Two weeks ago today

and other defence forces to Edinburgh. | would like to see théhe government released its plan for public health for the next

integration of other aspects of the Australian Defence Forcglecade—the South Australian Health Care Plan. Since that

such as signals and intelligence capabilities, also at thgme, | have been grateful for the support of many members

Edinburgh site. of the public and many members from the health care sector.
We are determined to expand the Edinburgh defence baseam delighted that the AMA gave its support for the new

into a complete centre of excellence for the entire Australiamealth care infrastructure at its recent council meeting. The

Defence Force. | was very pleased to go down and welcomeurrent president, Dr Peter Ford, also told reader3hef

a ship of the Spanish Armada to Adelaide, and we lookAdvertiser on 9 June:

forward to their being built here in South Australia. [The government] has recognised the need to invest in SA's
Honourable members: Hear, hear! health system for the future. It did so with the commitment by the

government to significant capital investment in our public hospital

system, importantly through a new replacement hospital for the
ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE Royal Adelaide, the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson Hospital.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): | bring up the ~Again, it states:

62nd report of the committee on Local Government Audit ~ This has required boldness and long-term vision on the part of
and Oversight the government. While the hospital project is iconic, the AMA is

. . pleased that the building is part of a long-term integrated strategic
Report received and ordered to be published. plan for reform of health.
The University of Adelaide, a key partner of our public
hospitals, has also supported our plan. Professor Justin
. . . Beilby, the dean of the medical school, said in a media
The following paper was laid on the table: release:

By the Minister for Energy (Hon. P.F. Conlon)— . N .
y . oy ( o ) The new Marjorie Jackson-Nelson Hospital gives our Medical
Australian Energy Market Commission—Report 2005-06. School a unique opportunity to provide improved world-class

PAPER TABLED
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facilities to students, in addition to the quality education they alreadghere. | wondered whether they were busy; | do not know. |

receive. never saw it written about, not even by the chief of staff at the
lan Yates, from the Council for the Ageing, said the initia-time. But never mind; that is another issue.
tives— | guess the point is that the big, big difference between us

... are extremely welcome, and there is going to be much mor@N health is that their only solution was to cut beds and
than a new hospital—it is going to be an integrated system thgrivatise. What have we done? We have put more beds into

allows us to plan in a coherent way. the metropolitan system, with more to come, and we have
| was also delighted to receive a letter from Villis Marshall, even deprivatised one that they took away from us.
who is the Surgical Clinical Director at the Royal Adelaide ~Membersinterjecting:

Hospital. Professor Marshall said: The SPEAKER: Order!
This is the first time | can recall that there has been a comprehen-
sive plan for the future of health care in South Australia. | will do WORLD POLICE AND FIRE GAMES

everything | can to help implement the change program which has
been long overdue but is now thankfully in place and we can work MrsGERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is to the
towards an effective patient focused health system over the nexfiinister for Tourism. What benefits did the 2007 World
decade. Police and Fire Games bring to South Australia?
A key part of our plan is a new structure for delineating TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH (Minister for Tour-
services across the state. This follows from recommendasm): | thank the member for Torrens for her question. She
tion 3.14 of the Generational Health Review, which called forwill have remembered the excitement about what was,
the development of the service delineation guidelinesindeed, the biggest party that has ever hit town. About 11 000
Yesterday, | was very appreciative of some strong suppoihternational and interstate competitors and visitors came to
from an unlikely ally. The Leader of the Opposition on South Australia to be part of the 2007 World Police and Fire
FIVEaa yesterday said: ‘Certainly we need to rationalisaames. They stayed, on average, 11.2 nights. Some 66 per
surgical services . | will quote that again: ‘Certainly we cent of the visitors were from overseas, which was a huge
need to rationalise surgical services'— boost to our profile in our key international tourism markets.
Members interjecting: They represented almost 60 countries (including the USA,
TheHon. J.D. HILL: And he says, ‘It's true, today. | Canada, Spain, UK, Hong Kong, China, Sweden and
would like to publicly thank the Leader of the Opposition for Venezuela), with competitors taking part in 79 events over
the spirit of bipartisanship about the government’s plan forl0 days.
the delineation of public health sector services. | now callon Adelaide embraced the really vibrant feel throughout the
the opposition to extend this new-found bipartisanship antbwn, where the streets were full of young men and women

support the building of the new hospital. with their red uniforms and backpacks. They were easily
recognisable and were filling every bar, pub, restaurant,
HEALTH CARE nightclub, cafe and shop. The experience for locals was rather

o exciting because our streets were full and, certainly, it was a
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (L eader of theOpposition):  once-in-a-lifetime experience for our own firefighters, law
My question is again to the Premier. How many representaanforcement officers, correctional services officers and
tions has he received from Labor MPs whose electorategstoms officers who were competing in events with their
surround the Queen Elizabeth, Modbury and Repatriatiogo|leagues from around the world. Particularly exciting were
hospitals about concerns from their constituents regarding higie ice hockey, soccer and track and field events and, of
government’s planS to cut services at these hOSpitalS and,dt)urse, some of the unusual events such as tug-of-war_
so, what concerns, if any, have these local MPs raised with Those who travelled to South Australia for the games
him? enjoyed staying at our hotels and enjoyed our relaxed
TheHon.M.D. RANN (Premier): What we have |ifestyle, climate and our extraordinary hospitality which was
received is great enthusiasm for the biggest investment ishown to the visitors. The visitors, in fact, produced a 93 per
health in this state’s history. And let us compare the differcent bed occupancy level in South Australia, just about the
ence: $1 billion more a year spent by this government omeaviest bookings known to history. In addition, many of
health compared to them. On Friday last week | was in Poffhem explored the Barossa Valley, Kangaroo Island, the
Augusta, in the electorate of the member for Stuart, a personimestone Coast and Eyre Peninsula. The World Police and
for whom | have enormous regard, the best member on thatire Games office, in fact, booked over 1 800 intrastate tours
side of parliament— to the regions and, of course, many were booked directly by
An honourable member interjecting: the visitors through other operators. We guessed through our
TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yes, make him leader. They survey and modelling—I should not say ‘guess’ because it
should have done it years ago. It was put to me about cuts t9as through very accurate modelling and data collection—
rural health by this government: $180 million more onthat 123 200 bed nights were booked in accommodation
country health under this government, | am told, than undethrough the metropolitan area during the games. The
the previous government. And that is the difference. Theconomic impact for South Australia was $32.4 million.
greatest difference between both sides of politics on the issue |n addition to the World Police and Fire Games, South
of health— Australia has successfully bid for a range of events in the
Members interjecting: future. These will be mass participation events, some of them
TheHon. M.D. RANN: And | am sure that members geared to occur just before the Olympic Games and all of
opposite want to hear me courteously; they do not want to gehem producing, we expect, massive international visitation.
written up as being discourteous in any way. | remember alln particular, | should tell the house we will be welcoming the
those eight budget replies as leader of the opposition. Whet¢Cl BMX SuperCross in 2008 and the 2009 BMX World
were the then premier and the treasurer? They were nev@hampionships just before the event goes to the Olympic
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Games; the 2010 Special Olympic National Games; the 2008erson all the time. For a start, we do not have the resources
and 2010 School Aerobics National Championships; théo support that, either in financial terms or in human terms.
2008, 2010 and 2012 Inline Hockey Championships; and, one
really to put in your diary because it will be very exciting, the MOBILE PHONES
2012 World Lawn Bowls Championship.

This government's investment in major events has been Mr KOUTSANTONIS (West Torrens): Will the
a significant contributing factor in South Australia’s growth Minister for Consumer Affairs advise the house what action
in the international and domestic tourism market. We willis being taken to address warranty obligations and contracts
continue to strategically invest in these games and eventfr mobile phones?
particularly the mass participation events that bring people TheHon. JM. RANKINE (Minister for Consumer
to South Australia in our quieter months. | hope members puAffairs): There is no doubt that the use of mobile phones has

those dates in their diaries. increased substantially in our community. The Office of
Consumer and Business Affairs has been receiving an
HEALTH CARE increasing number of complaints, particularly about mobile

phone retailers not honouring warranty obligations in relation
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Leader of the Opposition):  to faulty phones. There have been issues with contracts that
What is the Premier's response to the views expresseghve been entered into and also phones that are not fit for the
publicly by Mr John Horowitz, Professor of Cardiology at the purpose for which they have been bought. It would seem that
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, that the government’s newnany people find themselves in the extremely frustrating
‘centralist health plan’ was not properly consulted and wagosition of having a broken phone and retailers ignoring their
developed by his government as a ‘fascist exercise’ whichgbligations under legislation in relation to a refund and
in the case of the QEH, will be ‘very damaging, fundamen-warranty provisions. There is also an increasing trend of
tally untenable, and will drive medical staff away from the people getting trapped into expensive monthly subscriptions

QEH and South Australia’? for top 40 ringtones, and the like, that are easy to get into but
Members interjecting: o extremely difficult to get out of.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Health. In response to these complaints, the Office of Consumer

TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): Thank you,  and Business Affairs is conducting an education campaign
Mr Speaker, and | thank the member for the question. | amimed at both consumers and retailers. The campaign consists
prepared to stand here and acknowledge that not 100 per cejitseveral elements including a designated phone-in today
of the medical profession supports our Health Care Plan. Thghereby people can ring a dedicated team of officers to lodge
overwhelming majority do, as | indicated in my commentscomplaints, either in relation to their dealings with a particu-
earlier. lar retailer or dealer or in relation to difficulties with their

An honourable member interjecting: phone or warranty. | have been informed that until lunchtime

TheHon. J.D. HILL: If the honourable member wants today over 80 survey responses have been completed through
to ask me questions, he should go ahead, but he should agle phone-in, covering a large range of issues relating to
them in a series rather than all at the one time. It is hard tenobile phones. This reinforces the fact that it is an important
deal with all the disparate issues at the one time. | did nossue to South Australians. The local campaign will also
hear directly what Professor Horowitz said this morning.include visits to and monitoring of local retailers, contact with
Needless to say, | do not agree with his analysis of thenobile phone service carriers, contact with equipment
situation. The plans which we have in place to develop asuppliers, provision of public information about warranty

integrated health care— entitlements and other related matters, and the ongoing
An honourable member interjecting: gathering of information about the nature and number of
The SPEAKER: Order! consumer complaints.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The plans that we have in place | am pleased to advise that South Australia’s work will be
will provide for South Australia an integrated health careysed in developing a project to lead a national campaign
service, which will be safe, affordable and of high quality, soaimed at combating the many problems people are experienc-
that we can ensure that, as we move into the future, Southg with their mobile phones. The intention is to include a
Australians will have access to the very best health care. Ongumber of other independent and government dispute
of the things | did hear Professor Horowitz say—because fesolution agencies, including the Telecommunications
got out of the car part-way through his comments—was thaihdustry Ombudsman, the Australian Competition and
we needed more health care services in the northern suburlsonsumer Commission and other state and territory fair
That s precisely what we are trying to do through this Healthrading agencies. | strongly urge people to contact the Office
Care Plan. We are introducing a tertiary hospital in theof Consumer Affairs on 8204 9777 if they are experiencing
northern suburbs. We are upgrading substantially the Lyefhroblems with their mobile phone warranties or contracts.
McEwin Hospital to provide services—

An honourable member interjecting: HOSPITALS, NEW

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Well, | say to members of the
opposition who keep asking these questions: please explain Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Leader of the Opposition):
to me what the Leader of the Opposition meant when he saibly question is to the Treasurer. Given that the government
yesterday that he supports the rationalisation of surgicdias plans to bulldoze the Royal Adelaide Hospital, why is it
services—because that is precisely what this is about. It isecessary for him to take advice, claim confidentiality, delay
about ensuring that we have high-quality surgical servicesr further withhold from public scrutiny detail of his claim
available for all South Australians strategically placed acrossf a $1.4 billion costing estimate for a rebuild of the RAH at
the city. That is what we are planning to do. We can ndhat site?
longer have every hospital trying to give everything to every The SPEAKER: The Minister for Health.
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Members interjecting: - refurbishment of the Hone Wing, the remainder of Bice,
The SPEAKER: Order! This business of groaning  Allied Health, Sheridan, Women'’s Health Centre, Boiler
whenever a minister, who is different from the minister who  House and Robert Gerard buildings.
was asked the question, gets up to respond is getting out ¥he costs did not include upgrade of the East Wing, which
hand. was not required to meet the hospital brief. The redevelop-
Members interjecting: ment time frame was drawn from the earlier assessment of
The SPEAKER: Order! It is interjection and it is the original stage 4 master plan where at least three stages
disruption. That is what standing order it is. It is disruptionwere required to enable the site to maintain its operation
of the parliament, and it is getting out of hand. Any ministerwhile this major staged redevelopment took place. The scope
has the right to get up and respond on behalf of the goverrior the full redevelopment of the RAH is significantly larger
ment to any question. The Minister for Health. than the stage 4 redevelopment defined as it anticipated a
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): Thank you, Stage 5to complete the redevelqpment required. Nonetheless,
Mr Speaker. | am pleased to have the opportunity to providé Was assumed the stages of this larger redevelopment could
to the house a very good understanding of the basis for tHee done in the same principal stages, and those stages are:
costings. This is a reasonably detailed piece of information Stage 4A undertaking key infrastructure upgrades such as
so | beg the indulgence of the house while | go throughitfor the electrical high-voltage system upgrade, creating
members. To put into context the costings for the RAH, | temporary accommodation for patients in the East Wing
need to start off by how we costed the Marjorie Jackson- to enable the R Wing to be decanted, and works generally
Nelson hospital, because my explanation about the second to assist the early decanting and operation of the hospital.
relates to the former. - Stage 4B focused mainly on the replacement of the
The spatial brief for the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital R wing but would also include upgrades to other buildings
was developed utilising the input of an external adviser from as could be accommodated whilst still maintaining
STH Architects working from service information developed  hospital operations.
from the Hardes modelling, using current knowledge of RAH-  Stage 4C focused on upgrades to Q and S wings, the
and using national benchmarking where that is available. The theatre, outpatient and emergency buildings, and the
adviser is also the key health planner for the Western remaining buildings.

Australian Fiona Stanley Hospital. Itis expected that more stages would be required to make the
The planning and construction program for the centratedevelopment scope practicable for the operation of the
hospital project was developed in Adelaide utilising interstats)RAH. Time frames are assessed against the previous time
experience to guide the staging and time frames for thenodelling for stage 4 extended to cover the larger scope.
program. This was also benchmarked against the FionBavis Langdon undertook a review of all the costing of the
Stanley project, which is the nearest comparable proje®®AH redevelopment and concluded that the costing model
available. Davis Langdon, who are cost consultants, workegias sound, cost provisions were robust, and estimates of
as independent consultants undertaking a review of all théme, which impacted upon escalation, were appropriate.
costing for the central hospital, and concluded that the costing cash flow has been developed by utilising a cash flow
model was sound, cost provisions were robust and estimat@sode| generated by DTEI. Davis Langdon reviewed this cash
of time, which impacted on escalation, were also appropriat@jow and indicated that it represents the best assessment that
The cash flow has been developed by allocating the cogtan be modelled. The advised cost on completion of this work
provisions against the program. Davis Langdon reviewed thigias that the RAH redevelopment was estimated at
cash flow and indicated that it represents the best assessmgnt367 billion, excluding the refurbishment of the east wing.
that can be modelled without a decision yet on the detaile¢h addition, $17.5 million was allocated for ward upgrade to
procurement approach. The advised cost on completion gficrease the bed capacity at the RAH, making a total of
this work was that the cost of the rail yard relocation wasp1.384 billion.
estimated as $157 million—and that is provided for in the  completion had been assessed as being possible by 2021
transport budget—and the construction of the new hospitay;t as it was dependent upon a more detailed assessment of
at $1.677 billion. Completion has been assessed as beiRgyging it was likely to take longer. That is a key point.
possible by early 2016. Redevelopment of the RAH carried with it a significant risk
The same costing model was used for the development ¢ the original redevelopment plans. This would be further
the RAH redevelopment costing. The source information wasamplified in this more comprehensive redevelopment, adding
in the main, work completed in the stage 4 master plan—p the difficulties with staging and the continuity of hospital
which has already been done—and extrapolating that forwargperations.
to reach an equivalent stage of completeness of solution to the | 5150 point out to the house that when we looked at the
Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital. The redevelopment SCORG,o models, because one was about $300 million dearer than
included: o _ the other, it was the operating cost savings that would come
- demolition of the Residential Wing and R Wing (of the gpout through the new hospital which would make the new
RAH); hospital the cheaper option. We estimate a saving of about
building of a new R Wing and adding to Q and S Wings;$50 million each year once the new hospital is built. If you
refurbishment of Q and S Wings and the remainder of théook at each hospital over a 15 year time frame, the new
theatre, outpatient and emergency buildings, plus limitethospital would be built in about eight or nine years’ time and,
works in the Bice, Allied Health buildings and Boiler after operating for about five or six years, it would make
House; savings of between $250 million and $300 million. If you
major replacement of electrical and engineering infrastructake that figure away from the cost of building it, you get to
ture, and major sustainment works identified in thethe $1.4 billion, which would be the cost of building
previous reviews; the RAH.
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I now want to give the house details of those savings. The AUSTRALIAN WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS
following relates to the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital. |

am advised that, whilst full identification of savings oppor- TheHon. SW. KEY (Ashford): My question is to the
tunities cannot be finalised until the detailed planning of theMinister for Industrial Relations. Is there evidence to support
new hospital is completed, it is estimated that recurrenthe proposition that South Australians will get less pay for the
savings in the vicinity of $50 million per annum will be hours they work under Australian workplace agreements?
realised. | am told this is a conservative figure. These savings TheHon. M.J. WRIGHT (Minister for Industrial

will arise from: reduced energy use—we know it is about aRelations): The Australian Bureau of Statistics recently
45 per cent energy reduction; reduced cost of energy througikeleased an analysis of earnings and hours worked, and it
the ability of the hospital to generate some of its own energynakes very clear that workers on AWAs get paid less for the
supply; the development of more efficient work practiceshours they work. It makes it clear that workers on AWAs
made possible by improved functional relationships betweework longer and get paid less for the hours they work. If we
parts of the hospital—in other words, staff will not have touse a 38-hour week as an example, according to the Aus-
travel as far; improved communication services and internatalian Bureau of Statistics data on non-managerial workers,
transport arrangements; more efficient cleaning processesprkers on AWAs are about $1 800 a year worse off than
reduced maintenance and equipment replacement for at leagbrkers on collective agreements—and that is based on
five years; and better use of staff through improved design cAWAs before WorkChoices. That is based on AWAs that
clinical areas such as wards. were supposed to meet a no-disadvantage test. WorkChoices

Itis important to note that the new hospital will be biggerabollshed the no-disadvantage test and, in a backflip, the so-

than the RAH and will have a greater throughput. The finaf:allleci fairness test ha_ls now been |ntrodu_ced.. .
analysis may indicate that we are able to care for more peop!&'wigev\%it:ﬁ lrgg{/()er (\)/\l/)(])?lfg:'/se?/\/c())fr\sl\éorokf?h\(/)\;ic'iﬁsvl\/sotf?(le?gacl)lﬁe
who have more complex illnesses for minimal additional WAS that dtoh . _disadvant test
expenditure. | think that comprehensively demonstrates—and_. Were Supposed 1o have a no-disadvantage tes
| apologise for the length of the explanation—that the eing $1 800 a year worse off, | am extremely concerned

0o e : bout the pay cuts to South Australian families under the new
building of the new Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital ovel? . .
time will be the cheaper of the two options. WorkChoices AWAs. The ABS figures prove that, no matter

what window-dressing you put on AWAs, whether it is a no-

I have also been advised that there are minimal opportundisadvantage test, a fairness test or anything else, AWAs
ties for operational savings through a rebuild of the RAH.mean working harder and longer for less money.
The hospital could generate some of its own power supply

and in time achieve some of the other efficiencies listed TECHPORT AUSTRALIA
above, but that would occur in a piecemeal way over an o
incredibly long period of time. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (L eader of the Opposition):

My question is to the Premier. Does the Premier’s statement
) today that the cost of the Techport site investment at Osborne
Mr HAg.I LTOhN'SM Il-.I;.Hd I ask fahsu%pl_em?ntaryh has blown out by over 300 per cent to $374 million indicate
question. Given the qualified nature of the advice from they, ¢ pis original $120 million cost estimate for the work made
department that the minister has just given the house, if thg 4 2 nounced in May 2005 was flawed; and does this

minister haf cotnflcljence tm ttri:athlnformtﬁtlon \tl)vlhy Woutl.d thteconfirm ongoing weaknesses in the government’s infrastruc-
government not refease 1o the nouse the public scrutiny, re planning, costing and management processes?
proper costing documents in full and the consultant’s review Members interjecting:

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): If I may, | thought The SPEAKER: Order!
the minister gave an incredibly detailed answer, far more TheHon.K.O. FOLEY (Treasurer): Only a flip-
detailed than | ever recall receiving when the former governflopping, negative, carping opposition leader would try to put
ment was in office about such questions. | think that was—a negative spin on what is today one of the truly great
announcements for South Australia.

Members interjecting:

TheHon.K.O. FOLEY: Six years ago. You were a  The SPEAKER: Order!
member of that; quite a lot of you were. Yesterday | saidto TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Bearing in mind, that this is the
this house that | would take that question on notice, andame Leader of the Opposition who really caused quite a
where we are confident that it does not impact on commercialegree of concern at a national level, as well as a state level,
sensitivities as it relates to tendering for these projects, | aiwhen he ran out when tHg¢SS Larson was in town—
more than relaxed in releasing that information. Mr PENGILLY: Mr Speaker, | have a point of order.

. - The Treasurer is debating the question and not answering it.

Mr Hamilton-Smith: When? The SPEAKER: The Treasurer does need to get to the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: ‘When,’ he says. Well, he asked substance of the question.
me the question 24 hours ago. This is not something for TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you, sir. It is all about
which one drops everything and with which one runs backhe commercial confidence of what we are doing in South
into the house immediately. A process will be gone throughAustralia. The Leader of the Opposition embarrassed himself
| took the question in good faith. | gave the answer in goodand angered—
faith and | maintain good faith. We will see whether thereis  Membersinterjecting:
information further to what the minister has provided that will The SPEAKER: Order!
not in any way impact on the commercial negotiations. lam TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —Senator Nick Minchin when
more than happy for that information to be released to thée called for the American proposal to be backed. It is a
Leader of the Opposition. nonsense—

Mr Hamilton-Smith: That was six years ago.
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Members interjecting: radar systems and the various weapons systems on site.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for MacKillop is  Originally, that was almost certainly going to be located in
warned. Sydney. We made an effort to get that facility to Adelaide,
The Hon. P.F. Conlon: Peace, brother. and we now building a purpose-built facility at Osborne.
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: What did he get—two out of T show how good our decision was, whilst we cannot say
10? it with absolute certainty, we can say this: the federal
TheHon. PF. Conlon: Two out of 10; you get one for government has announced that $100 million of system
turning up. integration work for Navantia’s amphibious ships (which are
Mr Hamilton-Smith interjecting: to be built both in Spain and Victoria, | understand) will be

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Oh, dear, Marty. It is a non- undertaken here in Adelaide. Whilst we are not able to say
sense to suggest that it has blown out. What we are seeifat it will be at the systems centre, | would very surprised if

with the infrastructure we are putting into place— it is not, because that is the type of work it is. So, that
Members interjecting: investment was a very sound one, which will ensure that the
The SPEAKER: Order! high tech end of naval and, indeed, aerospace and land-based

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Do you want an answer, or do high-tech weapons and radar systems will be undertaken
you want to just throw back at me? The project is made UpImost certainly at this facility.

of a number of critical components. On top of that, we have the Maritime Skills Centre, where
Membersinterjecting: we are building a purpose-built facility to train the expertise
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am happy not to bother 5,4 to provide retraining of the expertise needed for the air
answering the question, to be honest, sir. warfare construction phase. There are more costs associated
The SPEAKER: Order! . . with remediation and the preparation of the entire Techport
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: They eitherwanttolistento an gjie \we are only a matter of weeks away from announcing,
answer or I'll go back to reading ttfénancial Review. It's 406 the due diligence and the final assessments have been
more fun. S undertaken by the independent advisers, a major industrial
Members interjecting: developer taking possession of the Techport project to bring
The SPEAKER: Order! the industrial side of that project onstream. When that
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: I'll give you one more chance. papnens; we will see an entire industrial sector primarily
Members interjecting: focused on naval defence, but high in electronics, spread

The SPEAKER: Order! The house will come to order. 4rqnq | think, some 60 hectares (give or take some hectares)
The Treasurer is not debating. He is answering the questiog |54 adjacent to the ASC.

and he must be listened to in silence. The Treasurer. Mr Penaillv: It will b luti
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The original cost of r Pengilly: It will be arevo u.t'orT' .
$116 million related to what was expected at the time to be _TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, it will be a revolution. It
the cost of the ship lift to meet commonwealth requirementsWill be a revolution in terms of developing an industrial
As we pointed out over a year ago, from memory, or certainiy¢apacity that this state has never had before. That has

some time ago, that figure was increased by a furtheiequired a substantial state investment of around
$115 million following a scope change by the $350 million;1do nothave the exact break-up in front of me

commonwealth— now. It is a logical, sensible incremental allocation of
Members interjecting: resources up and above the original ship lift to ensure that this
The SPEAK ER: Order! $8 billion program is delivered successfully but, indeed, we

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: —and following advice from geta hell of a lot more work herg. What people have not
the commonwealth that, to meet its requirements, it wantefpcused on is that Western Australia, whose government was
us to put further infrastructure in place, which we agreed to2Pout to buy a ship lift to actually build the amphibious ships
as well as taking the opportunity, where we decided that thé? Perth, did not get the work; it is going to the east.
ship lift itself would not be simply given to the Australian ~ What does that mean? It means that our decision to build
Submarine Corporation (ASC) but would become a commoithe largest single ship lift in the southern hemisphere will
user facility—that is, other companies that may wish to sehave no other rival in Australia. WA is out of the ballpark. In
up or take advantage of our ship lift could have access to ifuture, the two major naval shipbuilding facilities are here in
Priority would always be given, under a lease agreement, Adelaide and in Williamstown in Victoria. Anyone who has
contractual agreement with the ASC, to the ASC, but westudied the logistics of Victoria will see that Port Phillip Bay
decided to make it a common user facility, which addedand the housing and development encroachment on Tennex’s
further cost. operation there will mean that whoever ends up buying the

The other amounts of money the member tries to throwASC will have access to the only significant ship lift facility
into this relate to components quite apart from the ship liftof its type anywhere in Australia. The decision for amphibs
that is, the decision by the government to support a systent to be builtin partin Perth, in my view, all but guarantees
integration centre located at the site. They are currently usin§outh Australia as the centre for naval shipbuilding for all
leased facilities from the old JP Morgan building out attime in Australia, and that is because this government
Felixstowe, which you guys paid a hell of a lot of money forinvested in the right infrastructure, and we are proud of it.
and they lasted a matter of a minute. We are actually locating
them on the site as part of the master precinct, and we are GUARDIANSHIP CARE
building a purpose-built facility (which was made public
some time ago) quite separate from the original project. That MsSIMMONS (Morialta): My question is to the
centre will become the system integration centre, where th®linister for Families and Communities. What support is
air warfare expertise, the radar expertise, the Lockheeprovided for children under the guardianship of the minister
people and the Raytheon experts will be integrating the Aegisnce they have left the care system? What recent achieve-
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ments have been made to provide further support for thimatters with me on a regular basis, with respect to a particu-
group of young adults? lar set of issues which | am aware of his great interest in.
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL (Minister for Families  With the agencies responsible for the services that the
and Communities): | thank the honourable member for her member described, we are working through the issue of how
guestions. The matter of young people leaving care has be¢mose services will be linked into the Marjorie Jackson-
sadly neglected over decades in this state and in this countiylelson hospital. It is our intention at this stage that the IMVS,
For the first time we are now actually recognising that, as irwhich is on Frome Road—at least, the Hanson Institute,
the case of an 18 year old leaving care, there is obviously awhich is a research institute—would stay where it is.
obligation to continue to provide help and assistance to thoddowever, of course, there will be IMVS services within the
young people who are making their way in the world. Forhospital to provide pathology services to the hospital.
many young people, they obviously have mentors: they have In relation to the medical school, we are having conversa-
their birth parents and other significant adults in their lifetions with Justin Beilby, the dean of the medical school, and
who can help them with those really important decisions andlam sure we will come to a very satisfactory arrangement
some not so important decisions, such as, ‘What'’s that greemith him. We are also in conversation with Professor de
stuff at the bottom of the refrigerator?’ as you move out intoVries, the head of the dental school. Members may or may

your own unit, or really bad— not be aware that the facilities at the dental school really need
TheHon. PF. Conlon: Well, what have you got in your refurbishment. We are looking at potential new ways of
fridge Jay? delivering that service, which may involve putting more

TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: That is right; | had a chairs out into the community, so that teaching happens more
very untidy share house. There are also the very seriouds community settings—for example, perhaps through the GP
issues: the things that go badly wrong and a bit of assistanddus health care service. So, we are working that through with
with mentoring and those sorts of matters. We took the firsProfessor de Vries. | am not aware of the issue to do with the
step by making sure that when we set up the rapid respongeirsing services, but | am sure that my department is also
framework we put guardianship kids at the front of everyworking through that issue with the university.
queue, including those young people who are exiting care.

There are things like accommodation services, TAFE courses, MOTORCYCLE GANGS

and a whole range of other services the state government e
provides— Mr HAMILTON-SMITH (Leader of the Opposition):

The Hon. J.D. Lomax-Smith: Preschool. Why did the Premier yesterday call for a national strategy on
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL : Preschool services. and Pikies, when the federal and state police ministers, including

awhole range of other services that we wanted to make sufg0Se from South Australia, agreed on such a plan in 20017
guardianship kids had priority access to, and we are no hy_has his government failed to deI|\_/er results on the
extending that to care leavers. We had a very movin%gt'ng 2001 bikies agreement and on his own promises? It
ceremony where care leavers, some of them adults, spoké2S @ publicity stunt, wash tit?

about the fact that if a service like this was available forthem 1N€SPEAKER: Ordert : .

when they were 18 exiting care it would have made a big _Thel-_|on. M.D. RANN (Pr_em|er). | think that |st_he Kind .
difference to their lives. Many of these young people, one hasf juvenlle_ statement that will undoubtedly be written up in
to remember, have never had the recognition that goes with'eAdvertiser tomorrow. People deserve better. If you want
being part of a broader family. Their family is the system, and P€ the leader of all the people of the state, they expect more
their parents are the state. Up to this point, we have ndf'an that. What we are suggesting is that—

accepted our responsibilities as a good parent to these young M Hamilton-Smi.th interj :acti ng: _
people exiting care. The SPEAKER: Order! | am sorry to interrupt the

As | said, it was a very moving ceremony. Care leadef°remier. The Leader of the Opposition will come to order.
after care leader came forward and told of their experiences TheHon. M.D. RANN: Yesterday, | met with—
in care and how a point of contact would have been helpful, Mr Hamilton-Smithinterjecting:
even to do simple things, such as to find out about their TheHon.M.D. RANN: | beg your pardon? Does the
records and what their life was and their history—access to&ader of the Opposition want to hear the answer or not?
the sort of records that perhaps are available in a family hom&n€re is a common courtesy involved—
but are not available if you have been a kid in care. This has Members interjecting:
been a well received service. It was first mooted inthe Layton The SPEAKER: Order! . .
report and it has been intimated in the early observations of TheHon.M.D. RANN: —in asking questions and
Commissioner Mullighan. I am very proud that this govern-wanting to hear them.

ment has taken the step to introduce it. Members interjecting: o
The SPEAK ER: Order! The Premier will come to order.

HOSPITALS, NEW | implore members not to interject. Let the Premier get on
with his answer. It is impossible for me to call ministers to
TheHon. R.B. SUCH (Fisher): My question is to the order when they are responding to interjections.
Minister for Health. In planning for the new hospital, what ~ TheHon. M.D. RANN: Thank you very much, sir. The
consideration has been given to the possible relocation of tHeolice Commissioner yesterday met with a number of
medical school, the Dental Hospital, the IMVS and the newlyministers with a range of suggestions in terms of toughening
established nursing program run by the University ofup, even further, the laws in relation to outlaw motorcycle
Adelaide? gangs. A number of those issues that were raised have
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): Ithankthe national implications. The Police Commissioner pointed out
member for Fisher for his question, and | acknowledge hishat we are dealing with issues where the law only applies in
great interest in all matters to do with health. He raise®ne state but the laws are different from state to state. He
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talked about harmonising laws, and we also talked abouwere at that dinner, and | was able to tell them what a
complementary legislation— difference a government makes, and | was able to tell them
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | rise on a point of order, what the unemployment figures were—
Mr Speaker. The question was whether the Premier was Mr Pisoni interjecting:
aware there was already an agreement in 2001. He is not TheHon. M.D. RANN: No, it was not at Kirribilli House.
answering the question. Standing orders require it. The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Unley has
The SPEAK ER: Order! The question was, as | recall it: another question, | am more than happy to give him the call.
why did the Premier call for a national strategy? That was théle does not need to scream it out while the Premier is
guestion, and, as far as | can tell, that is what the Premier @nswering his first question.
answering. The Premier has the call. TheHon. M.D. RANN: Unfortunately | was not on the
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am happy to look at the invitation list to Kirribilli House, but | will give an address
guestion if the Leader of the Opposition wants me to answewhen | am invited to do so, whether it is by the Property
it exactly, but | remember it in the same way as does th&€ouncil, Business SA, the engineering employers, or various
Speaker. Anyway, the suggestions made by the Polickanks. Indeed, on that same day | spent more than one hour
Commissioner relate to suggested improvements to the lawiththe Macquarie Bank. What were they interested in
in South Australia, hopefully crafted in a way that would nottalking about? They were interested in the possibility of a
be subject to legal challenges in the court, because we hai®PP for a $1.7 billion hospital in South Australia! My
seen the lawyers line up to defeat laws that have been passe@ssage to people is this: if | am invited to address top

by this parliament. business leaders in South Australia, then | will do so.
Mr Wi liams interjecting: But, because the honourable member is keen to know, let
The SPEAK ER: The member for MacKillop has already me reprise the speech—because | think the honourable
been warned today. member wants to know exactly what | said. | told them about

TheHon. M.D. RANN: So, the Police Commissioner the changes that had occurred in South Australia since we
suggested to the ministers that we look at changes to the lawere elected. | told them how Kevin Foley—my deputy—had
that relate to extradition, intelligence and surveillance, andprought down six budgets in surplus compared to year after
issues relating to cross-border relations on these matters. | afiar of budgets in deficit by the Liberal opposition. | told the
going to take the advice of the Police Commissioner orbusiness leaders who were present about how we had seen a
matters relating to outlaw bikie gangs and, therefore, Fhange in the fortunes of our state in terms of private sector
thought it was important for me to put these matters on thévestment in this state. | told the business leaders present
agenda of the next COAG meeting. There has been considdhat, in fact, there was $34 billion worth of projects in South
able progress in recent years in terms of better relation8ustralia. | contrasted the rate of growth in South Australia
between federal and state agencies, including the successtider Labor compared with that under the Liberals. And,
organisation to the National Crime Authority. We remembeecause the honourable member wants to know more, | am
when the reference to outlaw motorcycle gangs was droppe@epared to keep going—because | know you want to listen
some years ago and there was a cutback in resources to t@d you believe in courtesy.

NCA here in South Australia—in fact, even after the NCA | also talked about the difference that a few years of Labor
bombing in South Australia. | thought those cutbacks werdas made in terms of mining and mining exploration. To
simply extraordinary. A number of agreements have beeMmembers on the other side of the house, mining was simply
made by police ministers and others to achieve bette? mirage in the desert. One of the first phone calls | made was
complementarity between the various states, the commott® Robert Champion de Crespigny to head up the Economic
wealth and the territories. Development Board. The Economic Development Board

The Police Commissioner, yesterday, in a meeting wittffame to this government and said, ‘We are amongst the most
ministers, suggested further action at the national levekinderexplored regions in the world, other than Siberia. What
Opposition members would be today standing up andve need to do is to go out there and partner with and pay
condemning me if | turned my back on the Police Commis+€ople to come and explore in this state.” Of course, when we
sioner’s advice, so, therefore, | have put the matter on thannounced that we were attacked but, as a result of that
agenda of the next Council of the Federation and the nesxfitiative, we have seen a s.evenfold or eightfold increase—
COAG meeting. If there need to be further changes to the law TheHon. PF. Conlon: Eightfold. S
or if there needs to be complementary legislation, taking into  The Hon. M.D. RANN: An eightfold increase in mining
account the kind of laws we passed in a bipartisan ang@xploration—double the previous year's all-time record—to
cooperative way on terrorism, why would we suddenly sayover $230 million, from memory. We are second in the
‘This was dealt with five years ago, let's not improve it anycountry. Can members recall any time in this state’s history

more’? That is not a way to run a country, and not a way tvhen we were second in the country in terms of mining
run a state. exploration: higher than Queensland, higher than Victoria,

higher than New South Wales, higher than Tasmania, higher
HAWKER BRITTON than the Northern Territory, and second only to Western
Australia? | know the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Mr PISONI (Unley): Will the Premier advise whether his disputes this, but | told them about the Fraser Institute in
trip on 12 June 2007 to Sydney and his speech to clients dforonto. It is interesting that members opposite have heard
the Labor Party’s PR agency of choice, Hawker Britton, aiof the Fraser Institute—or certainly people nodded around the
the exclusive ARIA restaurant on Sydney Harbour were foroom. | said that just three or four years ago we were 36th in
the benefit of South Australia or for the benefit of thethe world in terms of mining prospectivity. Now, we are
Australian Labor Party? fourth in the world out of 65 jurisdictions.
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | am very pleased to Members interjecting:
respond to that. Some of the leaders of Australian business The SPEAKER: Order!
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TheHon. M.D. RANN: | think there will be a story Mr PISONI: | have a supplementary question to the
tomorrow: leader walks out! | am sure there will be a storyPremier. How much did the business leaders pay Hawker
about the leader walking out when | am asked a question bBritton, the preferred PR consultants for the Australian Labor

his side of parliament. Party, to hear you on that occasion?
Mr PENGILLY: | have a point of order, sir, on rel- TheHon. M.D. RANN: How much did they pay? | do not
evance. have a clue, but | can tell you this: | did not walk out with any

The SPEAKER: Order! | do point out to members that cheque, because that is the difference between what we do
itis an extreme discourtesy to make reference to the absen@8d what you do with public assets like Kirribilli House.
of members from the chamber. The Premier.

TheHon. M.D. RANN: But the point of order was the DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
best point of order | have heard since we have been in
government—because the point of order was about relevanc
That is exactly what | am talking about. Itis the relevance o
Labor’s being in government compared with the Liberals ancg
the difference in economic results, the difference in employ*
ment growth and the difference in social outcome. | told then"f i

that— . . . . . .
i . tion this morning on this matter, and | noticed that she said
Mr PEN(_;I LL,Y' I have a point of order, Mr Speaker. that the DPP had requested a much needed amount. Then she
Memmbers interjecting: says she did not know what that sum was, but it was much
The SPEAKER: Order! I think I know what the pointof needed. In 2002-03 the budget of the Office of the DPP was
order might be. The Premier is now debating the matter. about $7.5 million. At that time a Liberal MP—alas, like so
TheHon. M.D. RANN: | also spoke about the health many of them, no longer with us—said to me, ‘The DPP’s
system, because people wanted to know what was in the staiéfice, under us, has run on the smell of an oily rag, so it was
budget. So, because the people know that fiscal rectitude ateming off a very low base. In 2006-07 it is now getting
my middle names, | went through the process of the extraabout $13.2 million. In terms of legal staff, it is up from 47.8
ordinary consultation that takes place between the Treasur@ill-time equivalents to 70.83 full-time equivalents. In total
and me. Fiscal prudence: why we went for the AAA creditfull-time equivalents it is up—
rating. | see, by the way, that New York State—under the Membersinterjecting:
billionaire leadership of Mayor Bloomberg, and celebrated The SPEAKER: Order!
across America—now has a AA credit rating. | have asked TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —from 70 to 111. Let us
the Canadians whether any of them have AAA credit ratingsdo a comparison with what has happened to some other
I have asked US governors whether any of them have AA/udgets in the justice portfolio. In the same period, the Crown
credit ratings. New York has just cracked it—it has a AA Solicitor’s Office, up 7 per cent, but it is coping. It was under
credit rating. a great deal of pressure when we came to office, but it is
So, we went through the process of why it was vitally coping with a 7 per cent real increase. The police, up 32 per
important in this state to get the finances right; why it wascent; the Courts Administration Authority, up 15 per cent; the
vitally important to get economic confidence going; why it Department for Correctional Services, up 31 per cent; the
was important to get the mining industry turning over; why Office of the DPP, up 57 per cent in the same period.
it was important to break the Labor Party’s federal policy to | find it extraordinary that the DPP, Mr Pallaras, and the
allow an expansion of uranium mining in this state; and whyopposition spokesperson seem to have a strong opinion about
it was important to stand up against your own party in thavho the chief executive of the Justice Department ought to
interests of your state. That is something that your leader dog. They both seem to have their own candidate, but that is
not understand when he comes out and tries to undermine thematter that will be decided according to law. The Chief
defence industry today. Put your state before your party. Executive Officer of the Justice Department is Jerome
So, | am happy to accept invitations. If the Liberal PartyMaguire, and | have full confidence in him. He has every
wants to invite me to some functions to talk about theright to send balanced, factual information by email, post or
difference between Labor and Liberal, then give me a call.internal mail, or orally, or whatever way he likes to employ-
Members interjecting: ees of the Justice Department—and that includes officers of
The SPEAKER: Order! the DPP. _
In three of the last five years there has been an underspend
MsCHAPMAN (Bragg): As there is only one minute to in the Office of the DPP. Itmay be thap the Office of the DPP
go in question time, | move: needs more money, but it could do with a leader who knows
how to draft a budget bid. | would be shot down in flames if
| took a budget bid which contained entirely flawed assump-

MrsREDMOND (Heysen): My question is to the
ttorney-General. On what basis did the Attorney-General
ecide that the funding submission of the DPP was not worth
assing on to the Treasurer?

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON (Attorney-General):
stened with interest to the member for Heysen'’s contribu-

That question time be extended by 15 minutes.

Membersinterjecting: tions about the number of police in South Australia. There
The SPEAKER: Order! That motion has to be moved by may be more money needed for the Office of the DPP;
a minister. The Minister for Transport. someone in that office has to be bright enough to draft a good
TheHon. PF. CONLON (Minister for Transport): | ~ submission.
move:

MrsREDMOND: My question is to the Premier. Will the
Premier intervene in the dispute between the Attor-
Regrettably, | have moved that it be extended by only fiveney-General and the DPP and direct the funding of an
minutes; this has been fun. additional $3 million per annum to enable the Office of the

Motion carried. DPP to get the file loads of prosecutors down from some-

That question time be extended by five minutes.
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where between 50 and 100 per prosecutor to the New Souaturday and Sunday, and | will talk about his involvement
Wales standard of 15 to 25 per prosecutor to enable us to plater.
away paedophiles, criminals and bikies, as the Premier The planning for the event started in 1970, and it took
wants? three years for the community to come up with a program
TheHon. M.D. RANN (Premier): | see little point in  they thought would attract people to the area. Importantly,
doing that. There is a clear ministerial line of responsibility.they wanted events that would build upon the tourism
I have met with the DPP. He came and spoke to me—I thinkppportunities in that community. Through a lot of hard work,
last year, or it may have been the year before—and we ha@ver the years it has managed to develop into a festival that
along meeting in my office. There was also the very famougttracts 80 000 visitors. Members must realise that this is a
meeting when | actually agreed, as no other Premier of natommunity of 12 000 people, so itis just wonderful to see its
only this state but any other state has done, to meet with tHeopulation suddenly multiply by about seven within a short
DPP personally and to go and hear the grievances of thgpace of time.
DPP’s staff. | was somewhat astonished on that occasion, | had the opportunity to attend quite a few of the events,
because the first question with all the staff there was from thhe first being the art exhibition on Monday 14 May. It was
DPP who asked for an increase in his pay commensurate with credit to all the entrants, and it was a pleasure to be

a Supreme Court judge’s status. involved and to congratulate those who won prizes. The
TheHon. M J. Atkinson: It was a 45 per cent pay Dressing of the Graves occurred during the week, when the
increase. proud Cornish history was exemplified by schoolchildren

TheHon. M.D. RANN: | am advised that it was a 45 per attending Cornish heritage graves in Moonta, Kadir]a and
cent pay increase. That seemed a bit strange to me, becaug\éa}llaroo. People were dressed in period costume, which was
presumably, when he moved from Western Australia to SoutA!SO wonderful to see.

Australia and signed a contract, he would have known what This year, the event was a great challenge, because the
salary he had signed up to. Later, | was told that | misunde/dovernment had decided to move the long weekend back to
stood, that it was really about the importance of status a¥arch to allow it to be part of that celebration of events, so
opposed to pay. Various people asked questions. There welk&!099ed up that period. The community wanted to keep it
some very decent people there. | remember one lady sayi the t.rad!tlonal time pf yeatr, bu} it faped the challenge of
that she thought her five or six year old son had a bette? tending it to ayveek instead of its belng.co.ncentrated over
understanding of the criminal law than 1 did. | guess the DPF three-day period. They really had their fingers crossed,
has talked about the balance of powers and all those sort Bfcause they were worried about what the support would be
things. | did not take offence. My response was to think,70M the people who traditionally came. However, it was an
“That's terrific; it's great that he has that kind of interest.’ Outstanding success.

Perhaps we can look forward to him being a future DPP. | FOr those th are intrigued by t,he name, Kernewek
have nothing against the DPP. | am sure that, if | announcegowender means Cor_msh happiness'. I know that probably

| was to meet with the DPP, it would be blown up into a@ féw members of this chamber are very proud Cornish
massive story, entitlied ‘Crisis meeting’ or something |ikedescendant§, and | see a few of them raising their hands now.
that. Obviously, the last thing we want is attention seeking. MT Venning: Trelawney. _

Mr GRIFFITHS: Indeed—a great song. My wife and |
had the opportunity to attend on the Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, which was a bit challenging in itself because you
were expected to wear period costume. My wife looked
beautiful in her dresses but, unfortunately, my big ugly face

COMMUNITY RECOVERY CENTRES was not quite as complementary, so | detracted a bit from it.
However, it was wonderful to see many people dressed in
TheHon. J.D. HILL (Minister for Health): | table a  clothing from 120 years ago and really being proud of their

ministerial statement made in another place by the Hon. Gaffommunity and wanting to celebrate it. o
Gago. The volunteer effort that goes into events such as this is

really hard to adequately describe. The preparation work over
the year or so beforehand would have been immense, but the
GRIEVANCE DEBATE preparation that actually goes into the day’s events is just
wonderful. You have people setting up for each day in
KERNEWEK LOWENDER Kadina on the Friday, Moonta on the Saturday, and Wallaroo
on the Sunday, probably starting at 6 o’clock in the morning
Mr GRIFFITHS (Goyder): Contrary to some of the and not finishing until 11 o’clock at night. The number of
thlngS We have heard in the last hOUr, | wish to talk about %eop|e involved in the Community groups who were provid_
good thing that occurred in my electorate: the Kernewekng the catering for all the visitors that came is great to see.
Lowender, which is a celebration of the Cornish people and There is one special thing that | want to mention, and that
which took place from 14 to 20 May. This is the 17th s the cavalcade of cars, in which the member for Schubert
Kernewek Lowender that has been held, the first one bemﬂarticipated.
in1973. MsBedford: As a car or as himself?
MsBreuer: It was an excellent one. Mr GRIFFITHS: No, in one of his vintage vehicles. It
Mr GRIFFITHS: It was, and | note that the member for is a 1912, and my apologies because | do not know the—
Giles was present on the Friday and the Saturday. It was a Mr Venning: Hupmobile.
pleasure to have her in my electorate. The Hon. John Gazzola Mr GRIFFITHS:; It was a 1912 Hupmobile. | had the
from another place came on the Friday, and we had the grepteasure of travelling with him. We were number four on the
pleasure of the member for Schubert being there on thist of 850 vehicles that entered.
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Mr Pisoni: How was the suspension? outlines the disturbing finding that many young people in
Mr GRIFFITHS: Beautiful. It actually took an hour and their programs do not plan or are not aware of the correct
a half for the vehicles to start from the commencement pointpathway to follow in order to reach their goals. The report
that is how many cars were involved. This event has been rushows the results of a study that focused on years 8 and 9
by Mary and Bob Jervies of Wallaroo for the full period sincestudents who were involved in The Smith Family’s Learning
1973, and it is a credit to them. There were vehicles such der Life program.
sports cars, motorbikes, rev-head cars and period cars. The Whilst attention is often given to vocational guidance in
member for Schubert’s vehicle was the oldest on the fieldthe later years of high school, it seems that many young
and | think for the first time it did not have to stop to fill up people are simply not planning the level of education required
the radiator. We had some cooler weather, which was a bib gain their preferred employment. This brings up many
challenging for us because we were not covered at all— concerns about the future of some students, who may find
Mr Venning: No swanky. that they cannot achieve their goals, simply because they did
Mr GRIFFITHS: No swanky. There was nobody on the not equip themselves with the right kind of knowledge. The
side of the road to stop us and offer us a drink to try to keemith Family report found that about 35 per cent of students
warm. | want to pay special tribute to the chairman of thedid not intend to complete the education required to embark
organising committee, Mayor Paul Thomas. He has done iin the career they wanted. Of those, 70 per cent of students
four times, and he did a fantastic job. He and his wifeexpected that they would, nevertheless, get their chosen
Catherine worked tireless hours beforehand and on the dagareer. So, a third of young people will not get the job that
They catered for numerous groups. | also want to thank Johthey would like and expect to get because of their educational
Meier, the previous member for Goyder, who was chairmarevel. That is a significant number of disappointed young

in 2005 and who was also heavily involved again. adults in the near future. That is why | am particularly
Time expired. concerned about the federal government’s model of support-
ing vocational education.
REYNELL ELECTORATE EDUCATIONAL The Labor Party, both state and federally, is supporting
OUTCOMES trade schools, with improved access to trades and technologi-

cal education that will lead to both TAFE and university
MsTHOMPSON (Reynell): Members who have been qualifications from years 8 and 9. It is improving the career
here for a while would know that | regularly comment on theknowledge and options for students at years 8 and 9. The
need to improve educational outcomes for young people ipjoward government's model of Australian Technical
my area. | will begin by acknowledging that, fortunately, Colleges waits until students are in years 11 and 12 to make
thanks to the initiatives of the current state governmentmproved access to technological training available to them.
school retention rates and engagement are slowly improvingy that time, the students about whom The Smith Family and
in Reynell, but they started from a difficult base. | are most worried have left. We need to increase our access
In terms of people with trade qualifications in Morphettto trades and technical education and all forms of engaging
Vale, which is the majority of Reynell, in the 2001 census,education at years 8 and 9.
20.4 per cent of the community had trade skill qualifications,  Time expired.
compared with 18 per cent of the Adelaide statistical division.
This is pleasing. People with trade qualifications provide SERVICE CLUBS
many essential services in our community. Indeed, | believe
they save more lives than do doctors, generally. However, Mr PENGILLY (Finniss): | would like to take the
when we look at people with university qualifications, theopportunity today to talk about and give thanks to the various
picture is not nearly as pleasing. Only 5.8 per cent of peoplservice clubs along the length and breadth of my electorate.
in Morphett Vale had a uni qualification in 2001, comparedThe Rotary, Lions, Probus, Zonta and Apex clubs that | am
with 16.9 per cent across the city. We know that just asaware of do an enormous amount of good. The Rotary clubs
important as trade qualifications and the contribution made my electorate have three different island clubs: the one on
by people holding those contributions are university qualifi-Hindmarsh Island, the ones on the mainland part of Australia
cations. A balanced community has people with both sets dfwvhich is an island) and the one on Kangaroo Island. Indeed,
skills. it is rather special. As a member with such a geographically
My concern is to look at how we are going in Reynell to challenging electorate, it gives me a great deal of pleasure to
improve the situation. Again, an analysis of the 2001stand up today and talk about the amazing job that is done by
census—completed by our wonderful library here—showedhose service clubs.
that, if young people in Reynell were acting in the same way | raise this matter today because this is the time of year
as their peers across the Adelaide statistical division, 74&hen the various service clubs hold their annual changeover
more of them would have been in study. Nearly all thosedinners. The old presidents and chairs go out and the new
would have been at university; in fact, 537 more of themones come in. It is generally a good time for us to be
would have been doing full-time university study, and 208appreciative of their efforts and the amount of work they do
would have been studying part-time at university. We areand the money that they spend in the community. The clubs
keeping up with the Adelaide statistical division average irthat | have had more to do with over a number of years are
terms of TAFE participation, but to maintain our existing probably Rotary and Lions. | have never been a member, but
gualifications we need to be doing better than the ASD, anchore latterly | have been made aware of the Probus Club’s
we are not. activities around Victor Harbor and also on the other side of
It was against that background that | was very pleased tthe Fleurieu around Yankalilla. The Apex Club in Victor
receive the report of the Smith Family, entitled, ‘On track:Harbor is small in membership but keen and enthusiastic.
students choosing a career—An investigation of educational It does not matter much where one goes around Australia
and vocational plans of learning for life students’. This report(and it is certainly no different in the electorate of Finniss):
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in towns, little hamlets, villages or even where there are onlyvas that boys from lower socioeconomic backgrounds are
afew houses clustered around, invariably one will see a panow up for the longest—an average of 45 minutes longer.

or a barbecue (or something like that; it does not matter much Dr Dollman says the community seems to be unaware of
what it is) that has been funded by the local service clubs. tthe amount of sleep young people need at different times of
is quite an amazing part of the Australian culture. Wetheir lives. This is similar also for adults. Some seem able, as
inherited some of these ideas from the United States, and theye know, to function on practically no sleep at all, while
were terrific organisations. They have now become Ausethers must have the same, and longer, rest every day or they
tralianised, and we do it in the Australian way. | think it is and others suffer. The survey showed that children who went
most important to recognise the amount of their input into theo bed late were inattentive and unable to work effectively,
community. and had a higher risk of being overweight and obese.

The people in these clubs are volunteers, and they spend | am looking into whether this result could be part of
an enormous amount of time fundraising and undertaking\ustralia’s epidemic around weight problems and the health
community activities. How often does one see a Lions Clubimpacts that are already apparent. Dr Dollman went on to say
a Rotary Club or an Apex Club barbecue operating at #hat many households have less structured evening routines.
function, for example? How often do you see them having &ften care givers are working longer or are not at the home
Lions sale or a Rotary auction, and how often do you seat all—they are shift working—and a great number of
them setting up something such as the art show in Victoadolescents have part-time jobs, not to mention the greater
Harbor? The art show in Victor Harbor is an enormousvariety of electronic diversions these days. In the old days,
success, and it all comes down to the Victor Harbor Rotarys they like to say, we had radio, TV and record players, but
Club and the various organisations that assist them with itwe now have the problems that computers bring—games and

The amount of money that these service clubs generagmails, not to mention chat rooms, and the list, of course,
and turn back into their communities is remarkable. They argoes on.
amazing figures of money, and it is all raised by hard work ~Children aged between three and five years need between
and people getting out and doing things such as holdind1 and 13 hours of sleep; five to 12 year olds need between
raffles. More to the point, it is also significant to note that10 and 11 hours; and 12 to 18 year olds need eight to
they go and assist people who are far less well off than mand0 hours. Lack of sleep can contribute to mood and perform-
others in the community, and | take my hat off particularlyance and, although I do not have further information with me
to the service clubs in my electorate—from the western entbday, it is worth considering the role of sleep in allowing our
of Kangaroo Island, the Western Lions Club and the Rotarpodies to repair themselves and remain healthy and the role
Club over there; the newly formed Rotary Club onof sleep in ensuring wellbeing.

Hindmarsh Island, which has only been in existence for Modern phenomena, such as road rage—and every other
around 12 months; and the long-established clubs in the oth&prt of rage that has manifested itself lately—could be part
key towns in my area, which include Yankalilla, Victor of the current trend seen as sleeping less. This goes to the
Harbor, Port Elliot, Goolwa and surrounding places. They alcore of the work/life balance phenomenon, and I look forward
draw from those communities and work together. to the report of the select committee of the member for

Itis very gratifying that each year on the South Coast theyiartley on this very subject. As someone who has worked
have a combined service clubs dinner where they ge?ermanentlate nights—at the time I had two children under
together. It gives me a great opportunity, as the local membeihe age of five—lI can claim first-hand experience of the
to thank them for their work, and | have great pleasure, alonginpact of lack of sleep for nursing parents and shift workers.
with my wife, in attending that dinner—and also as manyThe ability of the human body to recover is miraculous,
dinners as | can possibly get to during the middle time of the&specially if we letit, and we all know here about burning the
year. It is a very busy time and sometimes arrangements af@idnight oil and how that affects us. Sleep deprivation is also
duplicated. However, | give full credit to the activities of the @ major factor in road accidents. Many deaths and injuries
service clubs in my area, and long may they continue an@ccur each year because of drowsy drivers. Industrial

long may their good work go out into the community. accidents, too, are part of the dilemma which we must face
and about which we must take some action.
SLEEP REGIME FOR CHILDREN Into this mix is tossed the notion of daylight saving, its

purpose and outcome. Debate about time zones is as old as

MsBEDFORD (Florey): A recent article in The time itself and we will soon have to consider this topic again.
Advertiser by Rebecca Gill is headlined ‘Sleepy young battlelt is important to weigh all factors in this decision, as with
to cope’, and it talks about the impacts lack of sleep is havinginy decision made democratically, so that most people are
on children’s schooling. As we discuss daylight savingaccommodated with as little adverse impact as possible for
measures for the coming summer, which will not be too faothers. Daylight saving is, after all, only the naming of the
away, it is important that we are mindful of the importancehour of the day. Why is it such a polarising issue in our
of sleep and good sleeping habits for our health as well as o@ommunity? Working people welcome it, particularly if they
lifestyle and business practices. The article speaks of researdb not have access to flexitime. However, it does have
at the University of South Australia, with quotes from leadramifications for school students and young children at a very
researcher Dr Jim Dollman comparing 1985 data with 2004mportant time of their life, when they are growing and
data involving approximately 500 students from the samdearning to ensure that they mature into well-balanced adults.
eight schools in South Australia, and it was only looking at  As | said, | look forward to the outcomes of the deliber-
the days Monday to Friday. The children were found to stillations of the work/life inquiry, and | hope adults will give
wake at around 7 a.m. but they were going to bed aboutonsideration to the importance of proper rest in their life.
30 minutes later, on average. Girls aged between 10 arithe current IR debate will have a significant influence on
15 years were going to bed around 10 past 10, with boy&uture work practices here in Australia. Trading for 24 hours,
going to bed about 10 minutes after that. One startling findingeven days a week, will not be good for everyone and we
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should question who benefits most when Sunday—or On 14 June we held a meeting to decide the future of the
whichever day we designate—is not a day of rest. Then, diask force, and it was pleasing that, after much vigorous
course, we will also remember the importance of the eightdebate between PIRSA representatives, myself and other
hour struggle and what it means to us now. members—the Hon. Bob Sneath was in attendance as a
representative of the government on the task force—it was
decided to keep the task force running for another 12 months.
HAMMOND ELECTORATE COMMUNITY Hopefully it will then meld into part of the local regional
GROUPS facilitation group, which comprises departmental heads who
) now meet regularly. We decided this was probably the best
Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | rise today to speak about yay to move forward as groups in the regions seem to be
a couple of community support groups in my area. | ankryggling to access funding to keep going. The task force has
heavily involved in one group which is presently beingpgen struggling, but we think that, if we merge with the
formed and the other group has been around for 10 yearstggijonal facilitation group, it will give a social face to that
and long may it continue albeit in a new form from 30 Junegrgyp. | will be writing to them to see if | can become part of
next year. First, | speak about the Murray Lakes and Mallegnat group.
Alliance. _ | also acknowledge the Hon. Rory McEwen for writing a
On 18 May representatives from the Murraylandsjetter to John Berger requesting executive support through
Regional Development Board and the six councils that fall oRyral Solutions SA for a period of 12 months. | am sure | can
partly fall within the electorate of Hammond—Coorong speak on behalf of the chair, John Berger, that he will accept
District Council, Rural City of Murray Bridge, Southern tnat offer as it stands in a letter of 5 June to me from the Hon.
Mallee District Council, Mid Murray Council, District Rory McEwen, and | wish the task force all the best in the

Council of Karoonda East Murray and Alexandrinafyture, albeit in a different form, but they will certainly be
Council—and other state and federal MPs met at my officgeen to accept the offer from the minister.

to discuss the possibility of forming an alliance to work  Time expired.

together to identify opportunities and prepare strategies for

the coordinated and structured development of the whole RED CROSSBL OOD SERVICE

region. | am pleased to say that this group unanimously

decided to move forward with the proposal and the Murray MsCICCARELL O (Norwood): Today it gives me great
Lakes and Mallee Alliance is now a reality. The group will pleasure to talk about the Australian Red Cross Blood
meet every second month at different places within theService, and to pay tribute to the many Australians who give
region. These meetings will enable those present to discusiseir time willingly and selflessly to donate blood to help save
events and opportunities that are shared across the regionthe lives of others. Along with voluntary donors, the Aus-
an informal atmosphere, where they can speak openly amomgalian Red Cross Blood Service plays a significant role in the
their peers without fear or favour. quality and safety of the Australian health system.

Since being elected | have been involved with the Fleurieu The blood service was established as a national organisa-
Alliance—a similar group based on the Fleurieu Peninsula—tion only relatively recently in 1996, but its predecessors date
and | have been very impressed with its creative and prdsack to 1929 through various state and territory Red Cross
active approach to regional strategies. This group als@ransfusion services. Now, thanks to their hard work,
provides an opportunity for various departmental personnedustralia has one of the most effective and safest blood
and others to meet with the highly concentrated group ofupplies in the world. Its vision and mission is simple: to
main players from the regions and saves them having tehare life’s best gift by the provision of quality blood
arrange several smaller meetings to discuss points of comm@noducts, tissues and related services for the benefit of the
interest. The group works alongside existing developmenivhole community. The success of this vision has been
boards, complementing their important activities, and requiregxtraordinary. Currently a litle more than 500 000
little or no funding and, accordingly, is not a drain on existingAustralians give just over 1.2 million donations each year.
resources, state or local. | look forward to the upcoming_ ast year those donations benefited almost half a million
meeting of this group in Tailem Bend next month, and | ampatients, resulting in many lives being saved and a significant
sure it will soon take its place in the region as an importanimprovement in the quality of life for others. I, for one, am
generator of ideas and activities. proud to be an active blood donor and last week | celebrat-

The other group | wish to discuss is the Murray-Malleeed—if that is the right word—my 92nd blood donation. | am
Strategic Task Force, which | have talked about in this placeertainly hoping for a telegram from the Queen when | reach
before and which has been around for 10 years. | will declareny 100th.
an interest: my wife was the first main component of this task However, despite the fact that the blood service is
force being the first full-time staffer. | think she did a currently not short of blood and continues to save hundreds
wonderful job—but I have to say that because she may reagf thousands of lives, as a country we must not become
this Hansard. complacent or simply think that it is someone else’s problem.

An honourable member interjecting: Recent government forecasts suggest that demand for blood

Mr PEDERICK: Yes, she did do a wonderful job, and is expected to increase by 100 per cent in the next 10 years,
she still does with her work, which is a couple of days a weekvhich means that Australia will need around 2 million
with the natural resources management board. This group wigdividual blood donations each year—that is almost double
formed through various community-minded people worriedwhat we currently provide—to ensure that people, both young
about social matters within the region, and how to coordinatand old, have the lifesaving products they need to survive.
them and assist government at all levels, be it local, federal As a nation, we therefore have two options. The most
or state, to get the right outcomes, because too many timedbvious one is to increase the number of donors, and this
the social needs of people are forgotten. must be a priority, especially as Australia’s half a million



Wednesday 20 June 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 477

donors represent only 3.5 per cent of the eligible donor TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Madam, | believe that
population compared with an average of 4.4 per cent for othevhat the member said was unparliamentary, and | would
comparable nations. The benefit we also have is that we givthink it was somewhat offensive.

voluntarily, whereas in a lot of other countries people are paid TheDEPUTY SPEAKER: | believe | heard a word that

for donating, or for giving or selling their blood. We need to was unparliamentary also. We have not consulted the list,
increase that percentage, and it is up to us to actively get odeputy leader, but perhaps you might like to reconsider.
there in the community and promote the blood service’s MsCHAPMAN: | am happy for you to investigate that
lifesaving message. matter, Madam Deputy Speaker, and come back to the house.

Therefore, | was delighted last week that our health TheHon.J.D.LOMAX-SMITH: Madam Deputy
minister, John Hill, officially opened the new state-of-the-artSpeaker, | do not think that any decent people would need to
Pelican Plaza Blood Donor Centre at Ridgehaven in &xamine a list, and that they might consider that language
ceremony coinciding with World Blood Donor Day. The unparliamentary.

Deputy Leader of the Opposition was also there. In Canberra The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, my advice is that
this event was promoted as ‘Prick a pollie day’, so perhapgrecedent indicates that the use of that word in that way is not
we need do the same thing here in South Australia. unparliamentary—although | consider it to be impolite.

Accessibility to blood donation services is essential in  TheHon. J.D. LOMAX-SMITH: Thank you, madam.
encouraging more people to donate, and expanding the bloddo think that is a great shame and not a good example to set
service’s presence into the north-eastern suburbs by providirigr the community.

a facility that meets the needs of existing and new blood MsCHAPMAN: Madam Deputy Speaker, this is not a
donors is fantastic. | know the member for Newland and theélebate. This is the Appropriation Bill.

member for Florey are very happy at having this service in Membersinterjecting:

this area. A second option is to increase the frequency of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Do you have a point
donations already given by our wonderful donors. This is thef order, deputy leader?

central theme of the blood service’s current Four Seasons Ms CHAPMAN: | do have a point of order: the minister
campaign. If every donor gave blood four times a year insteagpeaking again after you have indicated your ruling.

of the current two, in each of the four seasons, then we would The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, deputy leader,
also have enough blood to satisfy the medical need of owrou now have the call.

community. A combination of both these options would, of MsCHAPMAN: Notwithstanding the Premier’s repeated
course, yield the best results. To put it simply: if you are astatements to this house, and publicly, of how much his
donor consider donating more often and if you are not government has spent on health, $3 billion last year and more
donor—and there is an eligible 14 million of you acrossthan $3 billion this year and the fact that it all sounds
Australia—then it is time to immediately join up. The only impressive, here are the results of what the independent
fact you need to know is that one single blood donation careports say. Notwithstanding spending all that money, this is
save the lives of up to at least three different patients, an@hat the State of Public Hospitals report, the Productivity
contribute to making up to 20 different life saving products.Report and the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Mr Venning interjecting: report tell us.

MsCICCARELL O: If we care about our community and They tell us that we are the seventh lowest of all the states
giving back to it, then this is a very practical and real way ofand territories in this country for money spent per capita on
showing it. | am glad to hear that the member for Schuberpublic hospitals. They tell us that our readmission rates for
is a blood donor. You are one of the rarer blood groups? Patients is the highest in the country. We are at 4.8 per cent,

Mr Venning: AB negative. when the average is 2.8 per cent. We are second to bottom in

MsCICCARELLO: AB negative. Well, | am AB fourorfive categories in the emergency department relating
positive, so you are just a bit rarer than me. There are onl{f Patients seen on time. We are the worst performing state
about 2 per cent of us in the population. So, with that, | would" the country for elective surgery, and | might say that, last
encourage everyone to take up the cause, and it is not only Bgar (2005-06), we did 800 fewer elective surgery procedures
donating blood but also plasma, and it is a very, very goodhan in 2004-05. Their own website in February 2007 tells us

thing because it does contribute to the health of oufhatl 085 people are waiting more than 12 months, a 21 per
community. cent increase since June 2006. The average waiting times

have blown out under Labor and they are a disgrace. All that
money and no delivery of services.

The Hon. Lea Stevens, the former minister for health, got
it right. She said that the health system is stuffed. | give her
credit. At the very least, she commissioned John Menadue’s

APPROPRIATION BILL report—the Generational Health Review—which we obtained
in 2003 and which had a very strong focus on primary health,

Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motionjonsulting with the people and keeping it local. That was a

(Continued from page 463.) very clear message in that report. She proposed major mental

health projects and even budgeted for them. She established

MsCHAPMAN (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  the Clinical Senate, which consisted of an excellent body of
Today the minister said that we should all stay healthy, angrofessional people who put out regular press releases—and
that is a very important message because if you are sick ishe got dumped. For all that, she got dumped. She was on the
South Australia you've got bugger all chance of relying onright track.
his health system, and let me say this, that when the Premier Enter the Hon. John Hill, the new Minister for Health. He
comes into this house— brings in the first of his health Hitlers, Dr Tony Sherbon, as

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Point of order? the new CEO. He bins the Generational Health Review and
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cannot even tell the parliament why the department took it offt goes on to say:
the website. He claimed that Labor did not even have a health There is a need to engage the community in an understanding of
policy. | heard that at the AMA dinner. That is what he what constitutes primary health care and the role of existing services,
claimed. 1 am sorry to tell members that, especially thencluding but not confined to general practitioners, within the
former minister, but he told us that he had sat down witHProader primary health care cohort.
Dr Chris Cain and they wrote one. He cancelled the mentalhere is not one single indication from the Nurses Federation
health capital works projects and downgraded otherthatit needs a $1.7 billion hospital. That is what the primary
implemented by the former minister. stakeholders say. Notwithstanding that, the government
We have not heard from the Clinical Senate since its lasthnounces this great big decoy: the $1.7 billion North Terrace
press release on 7 March 2004, when it was going to embafRlocation to be operative by 2016. | will come back to the
on its involvement in a major plan for health. The ministerstripping of all the other hospitals, cutting them to the bone
announced a shiny new hospital to be built in 10 years. Hand selling off the surplus to requirements. This rationalis-
slashed the infrastructure programs at the QEH and the RARtion is supported by a multimillion dollar budget for the
leaving the Women'’s and Children’s, Glenside and dozenglossy brochures we have all received and the advertising to
of other country hospitals rotting in decay. He says thagampaign for and promote the Mike Rann Show.
change is hard, but you have to take your medicine and shut Of course, there are also the cold, callous memos that go
up. out to the hospitals that are about to be slaughtered—the
He ignores the pleas of the medical and nursing profesQueen Elizabeth and Modbury hospitals, the Repatriation
sions who are at the bedside of patients—that is assuming, &feneral Hospital and all the other country hospitals, except
course, they can even get a bed. The truth is that the whof&e honoured four, which are to be ‘enhanced’. They say that,
health industry has been gutted and gagged. We have hedftexchange for the $34.72 million for Ceduna Hospital
Dr Chris Cain, the former AMA president, sing the praises'ebuild by 2012, they will have to cut $35.7 million out of
of the government for two years and now, of course, we knowgountry health for the services it will provide. _
that he is the architect. Let me tell members what he says in While I am on the subject of rural health, let me say this.
his budget submission for 2007-08. After his glorified Out there in the real world—in the regions where this
account of what the government did last year with an extrgovernment has obviously taken not a scrap of notice—we
$400 million, he says: have birthing service closures in the Riverland. You cannot
Growth funding specifically for health has been provided by theh@ve @ baby in Cleve because of the rule that, unless an

state government in the Septémber 2006 budget, however, in reali§naesthetist is there, you cannot do it, yet you can have baby
this is no more than the predicted increase needed to maintain curresifter baby at the Lyell McEwin Hospital with a midwife,

services over the next four year cycle. which happens there and at other metropolitan hospitals on
How right he was. In the same report, he tells us that the daily basis. Of course, it is a lucky dip if you have a baby
No. 1 priority is for mental health services to be included.at Streaky Bay or on Kangaroo Island.
Furthermore, he goes on to tell us about workforce health, The roof has collapsed at the Leigh Creek hospital and
primary health, rural health, public health and AboriginalSafeWork SA has closed it down. That is how good the
health—all priorities in this submission. Then on page 4 hanaintenance is there. Then there is the boiler at the
says: Naracoorte hospital. Some members will know about this
Health services offered in our public hospitals need to be betteROspital because it has been around for so long that it should
coordinated and consolidated. As one example, we do not need de on the heritage list. That hospital is a disgrace. Angaston
eight of our public hospitals offering full 24/7 accident and Hospital has list after list of breaches of occupational health

emergency services. Transplant, neurosurgery, major trauma a ; . i
other specialised areas of medical and surgical treatment at lea; d safety requirements in its facilities. We could go on and

require better coordination, if not centralisation and consolidationOn about the country. o y he bi | ,
That is a very telling paragraph. That is what he said ir;? In some towns, such as Elliston, the biggest employer is

January 2007. Let me tell members what he also says in th eecilr?](;?ggt)b?/pggﬁgﬁf ?ehgelifgﬂfccﬁg:ggg 'it éesur(:?\/tﬁ at;evsg
submission. In relation to infrastructure, on page 17 he say jear that there is one suicide every four days in rural

Several rural hospitals are in dire need of redevelopmerithe ; ;
Royal Adelaide Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospital also requir'eAUStra“a' That is unacceptable and ought to be a clear

a considerable investment to upgrade accommodation facilindication to the government that chopping out $35.7 million
ties . . Modbury Hospital is also in need of significant investmentworth of services over the next four years is totally unaccept-
ininfrastructure. . capital works required to upgrade and maintainable. But what does the minister say? He says, ‘We are going
services must be fast-tracked. to consult about this. That is a bit like telling someone,
But what do we get from the government? We get théWe're going to chop off one of your hands, but we're going
cancellation of the next stage of the Royal Adelaide Hospitalo consult with you and you can tell us which one you'd like
(which, of course, has now come back as a positive on the have chopped off.’ That is how callous the message is.
budget because they will not spend that) to fund their new Turning to the workforce, we have an unprecedented level
hospital. The amount of $212 million is the down paymentof industrial dispute. We have nurses on strike, and 100 elec-
for the new hospital and there is $105 million for the Lyell tive surgeries have already been closed; 50 psychiatrists are
McEwin Hospital. Nowhere in this budget submission isthreatening to resign; and paramedics (the ambulance people)
reference made to a shiny new hospital as a priority. Whadre on stop-work over industrial awards. They all claim that
about other stakeholders? they are overworked, underpaid and want some respect. Over
On the question of promoting and strengthening primanthe last year, radiologists, intensive care workers, vascular
health away from tertiary health, in its submission SACOSSurgeons, sonographers, physiotherapists, radiographers and
states: social workers have all been involved in industrial disputes

There is a strong need to break the hospital-centric focus ofvith the government. That ought to tell the government
bureaucrats, politicians and, indeed, the wider public. something but, no, it sends out a message—



Wednesday 20 June 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 479

Mr Bignell interjecting: not accept that the elective surgery carrot being dangled in

MsCHAPMAN: Well, let’s get this right. Regarding the front of them is not without a major risk to health, lives and
increase in the number of doctors, we have had 10 000 extthe work force.
public servants under this government and, of those, in the What do the public—patients and families—do if they do
last year there have only been 58.6 extra doctors and onlyot ring up Leon Byner or contact my office? Well, in the
347.6 full-time equivalent extra nurses. That comes fronRiverland or Mount Gambier they should ring ministers
their own documents. It took them eight months to answeKarlene Maywald and Rory McEwen, who sat in the cabinet
that question, and they slipped it in, but there it is in blackwhen this decision was made. If they have a local member in
and white. Here is a memo, dated 14 June, that was sent calliberal district, we are pleased to hear from you. Please let
in callous disregard of these hospitals: us know, as you have been doing, and thank you to those who

Consolidation of Intensive Care Units—Intensive care units afave. If you live in the western, northern or southern areas
TQEH, RGH and Modbury will be consolidated into the tertiary (where the QEH is), of course, you may well be in the
centres. electorate of the member for Cheltenham (minister
The memo goes on to list each of them. This will happen. Weatherill), who was in the cabinet meeting when it made the
does not say, ‘We will consult with the management in thedecision. The catchment area around that all involves
meantime until you get there.’ The dates are stated: Februaministers, including the members for Colton, Lee, Port
2008 and December 2007. Itis a pretty callous memo: ‘Let'#\delaide and Croydon. Ministers Caica, Wright, Foley and
send it out there, tell them what we're doing and then pretenétkinson all sat there and made that decision. The only other

that we're going to have some consultation.’ one that is close is the member for Enfield, and | implore the
What do the experts say? Ruben Sebben, who has 28 ye@gople concerned to have a word with him.
standing at the QEH, states: In Modbury it involves the member for Florey’s elector-

. ... aunilateral decision has been made, without any consultatiordt€. She has been silent: not surprising after the whack she
to move the renal transplantation unit essentially the whole was given after speaking out against the Attorney-General.
infrastructure’s been built up and over the last 35 to 40 years tThe Repatriation Hospital is, of course, in minister Conlon’s
produce this centre of excellent is going to be moved lock, stock andjactorate of Elder. He also sat in the cabinet to make this
barrel to the Royal Adelaide Hospital, where there is no infrastruc-; ~ - ] .
ture present . It is aninsane move. . it was notonly unpopular _JeCision. So, they have snuffed out and silenced the capacity
amongst the staff, it's been completely refuted as a sensible optidi®r the general public to have a say. The local hospital boards
by the people who run that unit. . . had better get in quick because, of course, they are about to
Greg Otto, a senior specialist who assists with training abe axed, as will be the regional boards—central, northern,
Modbury, states that he delights in having been able to worRouthern and Women's and Children. Ray Grigg, who is well
in a hospital with a diversity of people and cases, a variety oknown as the chair and who has resigned, said:
work, and the rewards one gains in being able to work with | just don't agree with the principle of the way the system is
young medical students. He warns that, with a 90 per ceriteing run. You know, that's not my way of operating. | don’t want
increase in medical graduates by 2012, there will be néP Sit here and be a listener to reports. | want to be able to act, you
training places as a result of the loss of specialists and th ow, in conjunction with my feflow board members.
loss of training. He is very clear about the loss of seniorThat is a far cry from when the member for Little Para, the
clinical staff that will result from this, and he is considering former minister, announced the important role that Ray Grigg
leaving that role. We heard from John Horowitz today. Hewas going to play in it. Well, he has resigned and is out of

states: there. We then have the health care act, which is coming soon
... no-one consulted really. essentially it was a fascist exer- aNd which will abolish all the boards in South Australia
cise . . it wasMacbeth meeting Rousseau. except for the Repat Hospital, and the APY lands will have

He goes on to expose the fact that these regions are where %@ ir own. We have had Ray Grigg's statement, and we have

oldest, sickest and poorest people are in the state who we 3d the minister's response, which | find unbelievable:
serviced by these hospitals. I am sorry if any of the individuals on the boards feel that they

: L . .~should have been more greatly involved, but in my view, I'm the
The danger in the loss of training and the loss of SerV'Ce%ini:ster. I’'m responsible. I'm the one who gets up in parliament. I'm

in those communities ought to be very clear. Of course, Wehe one who has to answer the questions. I'm the one who has to do
have had other brave people who have been prepared to make radio interviews day after day. The chairs of these boards, you

public their opinions, including Dr Rod Pearce, a formerprobably wouldn’t even know their names, except when they resign.

AMA president. These are the senior guard who are preparefjhat a disgraceful statement! In terms of abolishing all the
to go out and publicly explain to the people of Southcountry boards, on 31 May he stated:
Australia how callous this approach has been, what lack of ... but Ithink that this is modern times . even thenost strong

consultation there is, and how dangerous some of thesgygcates of local involvement would say it is inappropriate for local
decisions are. elected volunteers to be responsible for running essentially a
As | said, we had a clinical senate: we have not heard frormulti-million dollar complex business, which is what a hospital is.
them: they have not issued a press release since 2004. \/aey have to employ clinicians, doctors and nurseshey don't
B L. : Eecessanly have the skills to do that.
have chairs of clinical networks. They were appointed on 1 o
November 2006 in accordance with a ministerial statemeni/Vell, how dare you, minister! How dare you say that to the
and the specific members were announced. They, of courseeople of South Australia—the people who pay the tax. These
have a task to perform, but they are in the same situation,are the people for whom you have a responsibility. It is a
suspect, being kept in the dark. We have had stunning silengivilege for you to sit in this house. It should be an honour
from the government advisers on whom we are, of coursd@r you to be a minister. If the questions are too hard and you
relying for direct and regular consultation. We have not heargannot manage, then get out of the way, or, Premier, get rid
anything on this issue from the Health Consumer Alliance©of him and put somebody there who will manage the job.
We have had a slashing of services. The public, frankly, does Time expired.
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MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): This government has wrong financial year—2%2 times below the national average. Our unemploy-
priorities. They are priorities that waste money and opporment rate is Ihklglhetr tpag e\_/egyfotherl malnlsandt ﬁfte’tWFlc{]hme?ns
tunities while the economy is strong. Our state should be abl¢Pu ™ more Iikely 1o find a Job it you [eave South Austratia than |
to progress and develop ié great pgtential o be visionary argu stay. And people are leaving still. Our population growth is less

1o be able 1o afford 4 litv of life an half of Queensland’s or Western Australia’s.
0 De able 10 arford a gooa quality ot lite Tor everyone now ., . . .
and into the future. Instead, we have growing debt despite his gloomy outlook is backed up by the Australian Bureau

windfall of hundreds of millions of dollars more than was © Statistics publication ‘South Australia at a Glance 2007",

expected from the GST and increasing taxes, now even o‘hune update, which states:

schools, with a workers compensation levy of 1 per cent on Housing affordability is one area that South Australia has
the total salaries of each school site previously had a significant advantage over other States, but

’ . . . . unfortunately the gap is closing fast.
Regions are being overlooked for city-centric media-base . .
gimmicks. The regional disabled and their carers, sma ur leader has spoken about the debt, disappointment and

schools, hospitals and infrastructure that would create Wealﬁiuelay put fonA{ard by the government in this .budget. So, | V.V'”
and jobs, where there are few, are being totally ignored. Th se Eyre Pemns;ula and my eIectorgte of Fllnde(s to h'ghl.'ght
government's population-based funding policies take n e government’s wasted opportunities and outline a positive
account of the increased cost of providing training and"2Y forward for the progressive and prosperous future that
services in remote locations with small populations. Retro™® could have if this government could see past Gepps Cross

fitting city government buildings with wind turbines and solarand see a state-wide vision for the future. With 40 per cent

: the state’s grain and 65 per cent of fishing, aquaculture and

ower when they already have excellent power supplies a %f . - ' -t

g small hydro tu¥bine or?a downpipe fror% a reser‘\)/gir onlyourism, the region already produces about $1 billion of the
ate’s income. This equates to about 6 per cent, with about

provide huge upfront costs and ongoing maintenance cos ; ;
of hundreds of thousands of dollars for the taxpayer to pay: per cent of the state’s population, over more than 50 000
quare kilometres.

It is money that | am sure taxpayers would much prefer to H ith the alobal i inth | £ mi
spend on helping our disabled people or on one of the man§ OWEVEr, Wi € giobal increase In the value of miner-

other higher priorities that this state has, instead of thes@' Mining on Eyre Peninsula has become viable and could
Rann gimmicks. ouble or even triple its income to the state very quickly.

This government, with its city-centric views, expects.';mﬁgégfstze nf:;isaraynlgfrea;té;lgtil;re ;z aallrci%(:%/rlr?o?jlgfe e'nbeli/f/
economies of scale that are available in the city with its Iargé dustr Pg\?ver wgater roads rail\?va s ports. people and
population to create savings, but there are huge cost diffef- "~ Y. ’ ! ’ ys, ports, peop

ousing need to be planned now for an increase of thousands

ences for the provision of services in regions that mean the 0bs and to mine. transport and potentially orocess millions
savings are not possible in regional communities. The cost i) ’ P P yp

services in regional areas cannot be competitive with the cityQf tonnes of minerals. However, the budget reflects none of

- : is planning or vision for the future.
based benchmarks that are being used for comparisons. OWéLike other regions, Eyre Peninsula has the potential to

example is the Moving On provider for Eyre Peninsula’s The T . d Zini : t Menninnie D
disabled, who was not eligible for the 2.6 per cent indexatiorpoortn']c Weh elrlraml_h] Sn |nc;_ex Tlne_la Ienrgnnle(zj am
increase in funding because the group of disabled is to est o yalla will beé Sending Its slver, lead and zinc

small. They do not have the advantages of economies oducts through to the Port Pirie smelter in the near future.
scale, and the set benchmarks are unrealistic for the orth-west of Ceduna, there is a world-class deposit of

program. So, the funding is not provided, and the mos ineral sands, which is very high in zircon. lluka Resources,

. delaide Resources, in a joint venture with lluka; and Red
vulnerable people are put at even more of a disadvantage - ; ) o
Travel costs, time costs and small group sizes mean thgﬁﬁfll ((:jomblnted V‘t"tht.R'lo Tinto, 6.‘" hgvglzases. Tge m|n|?g
this Labor government’s population-based funding policy is? '?I_hepos' -30 en rlla procgfssmg |tn e unt?]?rr: exporting
not only hitting the disabled but also encompasses all aspec{# m t e\{enar cabn app%n h%ssgﬁ_an(t:etm € necetssary
of regional life, including hospitals and schools, and particu-I rastructure can pe provided Dy this state government.
larly hits volunteer services. In my electorate alone, there is Centrex Metals is moving quickly with a haematite iron

the potential for the downgrading of eight hospitals and thre deposit near Lock at Tooligie, and it has other significant

loss of up to 10 schools, and there are the associated acco éfojl(gsh?ﬁ:égr?\;girprﬁgr?f zg:not;lvc?(ynatlrn;c[]sorzglvce)ftf; c;rrt1 lz)llr)]fac:Lné d
panying costs and difficulties for parents and children 9 )

Regional TAFE is having the same ‘get big or get Ou,[,There is the possibility of Lock coal replacing Leigh Creek

philosophy applied. | have been told that a number of coursa%oaI for the Playford Power Station at Port Augusta when

that could once have been accessed locally are now availa & igh Creek coal runs outin the next.few years. Alternatlye-
V, the coal could be gasified for use in a local power station

0”%‘: t(:)eu%tybe the national leaders in many instance<’ it could be exported direct to China. In a letter to Havilah

Instead, we are trailing along at the back end of Australia, anahareholders, Dr Bob Johnson said:

our state appears to be shrinking back to Adelaide from the The Gawler Craton is a premier exploration destination for large
copper-gold-uranium deposits, of which Olympic Dam is the

outside in, when only the opposite will enable us to fulfil our o, tstanding example. Such mega ore deposits are rare on a world
destiny. Outlying regions must be nurtured, not neglected, iécale, and. . will generate immense wealth for South Australia for
the whole of the state is to achieve its potential. It is namany decades to come. The prospectivity of the Gawler Craton
surprise that, in the recent edition of Adelaid@lse Inde-  for more discoveries is highlighted by Prominent Hill, which is a
pendent Weekly, on the front page reporter Hendrick Gout C0PPer-gold deposit of similar style to Olympic Dam.

called South Australia a ‘disappearing state’ and went on thie referred to other very significant Olympic Dam style
say: copper-gold discoveries at Prominent Hill and Carrapateena

Kevin Foley’s sixth budget is compelling. It acknowledges thatO" the western edge of Lake Torrens. The Gawler Craton

South Australia is small and getting smaller. The budget shows th&overs the whole of my electorate of Flinders, with only
the state’s economy grew a miserable 1 per cent in the curremnillions of years of sediments covering its potential! Other
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minerals that can be found in the region are diamonds;onsultancy firm to develop the Eyre Peninsula Ports Master
graphite, jade, salt, talc, gypsum, kaolin clay and, of courseRlan, with reference to Port Lincoln and Thevenard. The
huge quantities of uranium and thorium. This governmentipgrade of both these ports will be necessary for the future
should be initiating the investigation of a nuclear power planobf the mining industry in the region. Port Lincoln’s Boston
running on uranium or thorium from deposits that are foundBay is the largest natural deep water harbour in the southern
on the Eyre Peninsula and all over Australia. Howeverhemisphere and is at least three times larger than Sydney
instead, it has ruled this out, despite enthusiastically exportdarbour. It takes Panamax vessels and, with dredging, Cape
ing uranium. No responsibility is being taken for research oBulkers may be possible. Grain is exported in bulk. Mining
waste disposal, as it morally should be. projects now being developed ensure expanded activity in the
A new section of road and an upgrade of the existing roaghort.

to link Ceduna to the world-class mineral sands deposits to  There is an urgent need to develop the old BHP wharf for
facilitate development is needed now. Standardising thghe fishing industry to remove congestion on the main wharf
whole of the Eyre Peninsula railway line or at least extendingind to enable expansion that includes the mining industry.
itto link with Whyalla for port access and processing iron oreThe main wharf needs upgrading, with possibly the reclama-
to connect the region to the whole of Australia should be&jon of more land for sheds and gantries for the mining
considered. There is 670 kilometres of narrow gauge rail ofhdustry. If this is not possible, the BHP wharf or other sites
Eyre Peninsula from Port Lincoln through to Cummins, to thewill need to be considered. Esperance is undertaking grain
west of Ceduna and north-east to Kimba. The Kimba spugnd mineral handling alongside one another with no dust or
stops about 70 kilometres short of OneSteel’s rail line ta:ontamination problems, and provides a template of what
Whyalla. The $48.5 million spent on the pipeline betweercould be achieved at Thevenard and Port Lincoln.

Whyalla apd Klmba to bring 1.4 gigalitres of River Murray This government is sitting back, enjoying the mining
water (which | tr!eq to stop) W.OU|d have gone a long Wa¥hoom fuelled by the appetite of China and India and the price
towards the provision of this railway line, which would have i, .o 2565 hut does not seem to see that, if this is to translate
had huge economic benefits for the state. Recently, about g, ;o2 ties on new mining ventures, then the infrastructure

the length of the rail line has been closed to traffic, with only ,
. . ) T must be planned now and the government’s share of the costs
the Port Lincoln to Wudinna and the Port Lincoln to Kimba factoredri)nto its budgets 9

sections being upgraded for the continuation of traffic. H q he Port Lincoln harb
However, in the future, minerals will necessitate the upgrade €avy road transport access to the Port Lincoln harbour
om the north is a problem for the road trains (70-plus tonne

of the Wudinna/Thevenard section as well. Where is the plan? . .

Currently, several companies are looking to develogs@Pacity B-doubles and triples), as all trucks are forced to use
desalination projects on Eyre Peninsula and they cann fie main streetin Port Lincoln’s CBD. In excess_ofl m|II|qn
obtain approval from SA Water. The government mus onnes of grain IS exported_ through the main shopping
encourage private enterprise to develop desalination planﬁ.refg;t: Aqulrtzla'g;Ol{‘ tFre:gh: Agcefizf_fﬁdy by TL"’.mIS'
and give them access to the existing pipelines and custome?8" ] in Apri " S aesTha Ia ou eavy venic %S
or allow SA Water to buy their water and/or provide waterP€r day use this route. The lowest cost estimate by
desalination plants that compete. Nowhere is th Transport SA for a heavy vehicle bypass road around Port

government's bungling ineptitude more evident than in water=Inc0In to allow access from the western approach road was
and nowhere in the budget is it dealt with. $13 million. While AusBulk can be encouraged to upgrade

A desalination proposal by a private company to desa”_strategic sites on the rail line to reduce traffic from silos
nate sea water at Penong, west of Ceduna, would provid@cated on highways, and upgraded rail infrastructure would

water to meet current needs of the local region and Cedun ’c.reri.se the.usbe of rgul !cl)lrolvlded the economics stack up,
as well as the water required for mineral sands mining and 91N grain by road will always remain a major exercise.

processing near Ceduna. The desalination plant at PenolRgSPite Port Lincoln's growth and a bypass being a priority

could be expanded to provide water to other mining developf- the council and becoming urgent, there is no apparent

ments nearby if connection was put into existing pipeline State government support.

possibly at Wirrulla. This pipeline could follow the  Thevenard, the port of Ceduna, will service lluka mineral
Glendambo road. The Penong proposa| is environmenta||§ands and other mlnerals, In addlltlcl)n to the graln, salt and
sound, as the waste would go into the salt pans near Penoriiypsum already catered for. Preliminary findings from the
from where salt is already harvested commercially byconsultancy firm show that the future demand for the port and
Cheetham Salt. But this blinkered government has stondts infrastructure is very positive in terms of projected
walled this proposal. The cost per kilolitre of desalinategeconomic growth. Surveys on deepening the channel and
water would be around the same as that being provided H%:Pf'“ng of the sea bed are being undertaken. The upgrade of
SA Water, at about $1.07 per kilolitre. this port and its infrastructure is vital to the viability of the
Additional desalination plants along the coast, in conjuncheéw mineral sands mining projects and also the current
tion with green wind farm energy, could provide the neces€xports of gypsum, salt and grain. Sadly, however, this
sary water to increase horticulture and selected agricultur&udget does not mention, that I am aware of, the Port Lincoln
projects on the terra rosa soils that are to be found across t§é Thevenard ports, nor the connecting roads and railways
region. A visionary government with sound economicthat will need upgrading.
management practices would facilitate the installation and While the main arterial roads on Eyre Peninsula are either
development of these private desalination plants using gredully or partly sealed, only 5 per cent of all roads are sealed,
energy as quickly as possible. with approximately 12 000 kilometres still to go. The Lincoln
While spending millions of dollars on opening bridges, Highway upgrade is completed, but passing lanes and
this government has failed to put in place any funding to hel@dequate parking bays for trucks are needed, especially when
with the planned port infrastructure upgrades. In Septembehe proposed mining projects come on stream. As well as
2005 Eyre Regional Development Board appointed a&ommunity roads, the special roads program to seal roads of
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economic importance put in by the previous governmenfor the delay in providing this one major regional health
needs to be reactivated for both tourism and mining roadsdevelopment is beyond my comprehension, unless it is to

Port Lincoln has the busiest airline terminal outsideensure that the opening will be just before the next state
Adelaide, with 140 000 passengers annually, with full fareslection.
being $462 return, varying down to $198 where conditions All area schools and secondary schools on Eyre Peninsula
apply. Ceduna fares vary from $298, where conditions applynust be retained with specialist courses, such as the olive
to $713. Regional Express (that is, REX) is now the onlyindustry at Tumby Bay and aquaculture at Cleve and Cowell,
commercial service to Port Lincoln and Ceduna. Thebeing supported.
government should facilitate the reintroduction of commercial Time expired.
services to Cleve, Wudinna, or other Eyre Peninsula towns,
perhaps with some form of subsidy as applies in the Adelaide Mr BIGNELL (Mawson): | follow the member for
metropolitan public transport system. The expenditure oFlinders in this place today, and itis another speech from the
$31 million for trams to replace free buses is very unfairhonourable member in which she whinges, whines and carps
when compared with regional travel costs. about every single thing that is happening. Eyre Peninsula is

Air transport is essential for moving people and locallya place very dear to my heart. | love Eyre Peninsula: the
produced fresh seafood quickly to and from our capital citypeople, the tourism industry, the aquaculture industry and the
A visionary and economically competent government wouldarming industry. There are some fantastic people doing a
assist the Port Lincoln airport owner, Lower Eyre Peninsula/ery good job. The member for Flinders making speech after
District Council, to lengthen the runway to take larger aircraftspeech about what is not happening paints an untrue picture.
and upgrade the terminal, while developing freight linkagedVe have had a lot of dealings with the Eyre Peninsula over
to overseas air-operator connections. However, this budgéve years. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries,
has withdrawn even the $4 million in assistance that waghe Minister for Transport (also the Minister for Infrastruc-
announced in last year's budget, and the busiest Southre), the Minister for Regional Development, the Treasurer
Australian airport outside of Adelaide remains an embarrassxnd the Premier have a long history of doing business with
ment. the people on Eyre Peninsula.

There are good soils across the region for these indus- People such as Mark Cant and Jane Lowe from the
tries—for viticulture and horticulture. Vineyards using Regional Development Board on Eyre Peninsula are very
desalinated water (one is operating on the edge of thgood, hardworking people who have done a lot more for the
Nullarbor Plain and there are others near Port Lincoln), antgegion than the member for Flinders. The greatest service she
olive groves are two new industries. Flowers and vegetableill do is to retire at the end of this term. The people of Eyre
products are grown locally. With plentiful water and supportPeninsula deserve a better representative than the member for
from PIRSA, these could be expanded and air freighted outlinders. It does not matter from which political party that
with existing seafood into Asian and European marketsperson comes, they will do a much better job than the
However, the reality is that PIRSAs funding has beenmember for Flinders who just comes in here and whinges
reduced significantly in real terms in the budget over the fiv@bout everything. | saw her in action at a Property Council
years of this government, and this Labor government need&minar which was held on Eyre Peninsula in 2004, where
to remember that our state relies heavily on our farmers. Theshe got up and called local government members and mayors
are well aware of the effects that the drought has had on theneducated farmers in those roles. | have to say that it was
state government coffers. embarrassing to sit there and hear that.

Other infrastructure that is overlooked includes housing Her nickname over there is Queen Elizabeth because
that will be required for the hundreds, possibly thousands, oéverything is ‘my schools’, ‘my powerlines’, ‘my roads’, ‘my
new workers employed in the near future, first, in mining,train lines’—and that is how she carries on. When | went
then in other sectors through a flow-on effect. The increasthere for the launch of a wind farm, | found it interesting that
in population will also affect the delivery of health, educationthe honourable member was talking to the CEO of ElectraNet
and other services. Skilled workers to build homes are alreadyhe company that owns all the major powerlines in the state)
in short supply. The government must work with local about her powerlines. He had a bit of a wry smile and must
government to provide housing of an acceptable lowhave thought, ‘Well, they’re not your powerlines!” Then she
maintenance standard while facilitating the immigration ofcame up with another one of her crazy schemes about how
skilled workers to fill the mining, tourism, fishing and desalination and wind power, and all these things, can be
farming jobs that are being created. unleashed and made economically possible. If the people with

All hospitals on Eyre Peninsula must be maintained athe money for these proposals are not prepared to put up their
acute-care hospitals to service the industrial, mining and othenoney, why would a government get in and back them?
developments, in addition to their traditional roles. ThePerhaps the honourable member should do more research on
service at Port Lincoln Hospital should include a recompreswhat is available, what the science and engineering of these
sion unit to protect divers and for its general health benefitgorojects are, and look at whether they are feasible, instead of
All hospitals and specialist health services, not just those isoming in here and pretending they are feasible when they are
Port Lincoln, Berri, Whyalla and Mount Gambier, should benot feasible. | have spent enough time on that.
adequately funded by the government instead of some being | congratulate the Treasurer on delivering his sixth surplus
downgraded (as the current government is doing). With a cliudget. It is a very good budget. Itis a budget that looks after
over the next four years in regional health services otfabor’s key areas of health, education, law and order, and
$35 million this budget, the only highlight of the budget in transport. It is a responsible budget which will retain our
rural health is the new hospital at Ceduna, possibly to start iAAA credit rating—an important factor for this state’s
2009 and be completed in 2010. As this much-needed facilitgconomy, something that the Liberals could not deliver. In
has been announced in this budget, surely it could be startéke area of education, as a parent of a child who is in the state
in this financial year and be completed by 2009. The reasoschool system, | am pleased to see that the education budget
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now provides, on average, $11 204 for every governmeramount of money, and | congratulate the Treasurer on
school student—an increase of $3 600 in spending per studergturning that money to the people of South Australia as well

since 2001-02. as delivering increased services in health, education, trans-
Mr Pengilly interjecting: port, and law and order.
Mr BIGNELL: | will not put up with interjections from On the subject of health, | note with interest that the

members of the Liberal Party, which closed schools in thig-linders Medical Centre is receiving millions more dollars—
state without any consultation; so do not come in here and/hich is fantastic for the people of the south—as is the
have a go at us, member for Finniss, about looking after thBloarlunga Hospital. We are very well served by our hospitals
education of our young South Australians. | think thein the southern region of Adelaide, and | am very impressed
Minister for Education and Children’s Services has done avith the health minister’s idea of having a spine of hospitals
fantastic job, and we have seen an increase in this budget nfnning the length of the metropolitan area, with the Lyell
6.7 per cent on every government school student. We afdcEwin Hospital in the north and the new hospital which
paying our teachers more money. Teachers deserve evemll be developed over the next few years on the old railway
dollar they get. They are fantastic and they play such asite—the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson hospital.
important role in the development of our young people and | think the new hospital is a fantastic idea, one that will be
future leaders. | pay tribute to all our teachers in the stateywarmly welcomed by so many who have had to put up with
including in the independent sector, and the principals of ousubstandard conditions at the Royal Adelaide Hospital for a
schools who are also doing a very good job. number of years. A lot of money has been spent on that
Total expenditure in education and children’s servicesospital, but trying to patch up an old hospital is always an
increased by $127.2 million compared with last year. Somexpensive exercise. | think we will be much better served by
$127 million is a huge amount of money. There are soma purpose-built hospital with a railway line running under-
challenges to be faced by schools in terms of meetingeath it, and a tramline connecting people to a hospital that
WorkCover payments and hitting targets for energy and wates in the centre of town. So, that is the middle part of the
use. They are things that we will work through with our local spine and, of course, the southern base of the spine is the
schools. | am sure most representatives here would have beElinders Medical Centre, which is a wonderful hospital, and
in contact with schools in their local communities. There iswe will be well served by regional hospitals such as the
some angst at present but, as always with change, there neédtsarlunga Hospital.
to be further discussion; and those further discussions are Also in the area of health, we are about to open our new
ongoing. We need to put some responsibility back onto theambulance station at McLaren Vale, and that is a very
schools to hit these targets on water savings, energy targetelcome addition to my local area. The ambulance has
and workers compensation. If we do not, it is human naturactually been on site there since January, and it costs almost
to think that other schools will carry the can and pick up the$1 million a year to run. The ambulance station, which is
slack; and that does not always happen. Having said thainder construction at the moment, will cost just under
there are some fantastic schools in my area that are workirfgfl million. That is a lot of money. | heard the opposition
really hard. It seems a little unfair to make them have to workhealth spokesperson talking in here earlier about how
harder in that area, but the end result will be more money foambulance officers are being overworked. When we came
students which will not be wasted on power bills, water billsinto government in 2002 | was working for the then emergen-
and workers compensation bills. cy services minister, and almost immediately we had to put
Another area of record spending is in transport. | am venan extra $6 million into the ambulance service and employ
pleased to see in the $542 million package for transport th&0 extra ambulance officers just to meet the demand and stop
the Noarlunga rail line—which was first laid in the 70s—uwiill all these people having to work double shifts and more when
be completely redone with concrete sleepers. This will shavihey were at the end of their tether.
between three to five minutes off the service between Thiswas at atime when the former member for Mawson
Noarlunga and the city. That will be of great benefit to the(the emergency services minister in the Olsen government)
people of Mawson, the electorate that | am very proud tdad promised the people of McLaren Vale an ambulance
represent. station. There was no way the ambulance service could have
Over the past few years | have had a lot of discussionbeen extended at that stage because there were not enough
with operators of both small and big business in my electorambulance officers to go around. We have increased the
ate, and | know they are very happy with the reduction innumber of ambulance officers, and now we are expanding the
payroll tax. Payroll tax is one of those imposts that does noservice. Apart from McLaren Vale, | know there are new
help our employment or growing business, so itis very good@mbulance stations being promised around the state.
to see that it received attention this year. From 1 July this | refer again to education. | wish to thank the education
year the rate of payroll tax will be reduced from 5.5 per centminister for the money she has provided for a feasibility
to 5.25 per cent, and a further reduction on 1 July next yeastudy into the upgrade of some fairly outdated buildings at
will see that rate drop to 5 per cent. This will mean that weWillunga High School. For the past couple of years | have
will have payroll tax equal to that of Victoria and equal been fighting hard for an upgrade, and | am pleased to have
second-lowest in the nation. That is very important when yotaken the Premier and the Minister for Education on a tour of
look at the job market in Victoria. We need to be competitiveWillunga High School to show them these dilapidated
with Victoria, and this will allow us to do that. | note that buildings and what needs to be done. The money is now
Peter Vaughan, of Business SA, has warmly welcomed thavailable for a welcome upgrade of Willunga High School.
Treasurer's move in that respect. Soon we will be opening the marvellous new development
The tax cuts announced in this budget will take the totabf Willunga Primary School. A lot of money has been spent
amount of tax relief provided by the Rann Labor governmenbn this school by the state government. It is a brand new
since it came into office to nearly $2 billion when fully school, almost from go to whoa. The students have already
implemented by 2010-11. This $2 billion is an enormousmoved into their classrooms, although work is still being
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carried out before the official opening. | must say that thebe doing is putting in place alternatives should that happen.
people of Willunga are very pleased with what has happenéed/e just simply cannot compete with the labor costs in China,

at the primary school, and we are looking forward to a similaikkorea, India, and those places where motor cars are now
upgrade at the high school over the next couple of years. being produced.

Another school in the area to do very well is the lovely  The mining boom will ultimately back off and the defence
McLaren Flat Primary School in the electorate of Mawsonindustry initiatives are federally driven. We do have a good
It is undergoing a $2.2 million upgrade, and a lot of thatnews premier, only around for the cameras when it suits him.
money is coming from the federal government. | think ourThe Premier is missing in action on the current education
spending on that one is $400 000, but it is a demonstration afebacle. Why should parents have to hold sausage sizzles to
a collaborative effort to work with the federal government.fund WorkCover levies? Why should South Australian
| give credit where it is due with the two spheres of govern{arents have to see their children’s music programs cut? Why
ment working together for the betterment of our schoolshould South Australian parents have to see their kids’
children and their facilities. Hackham West Primary Schoolaquatic programs put in jeopardy? Where is the Premier? He
will also benefit from a new security fence to be built aroundis nowhere to be seen on the horizon and, instead, leaving it
the school. This will add to the safety of Hackham Westup to poor old public servants and so on to fight a good
Primary School and make our teachers and students feelpalitician bun fight. It cannot be good news. That is why the
little safer. Premier is not to be seen on this issue. Where is the Premier

So, again, | would like to pass on my congratulations tdo be seen in the nurses’ demands for a fair deal? Nowhere
the Treasurer, and all the members of cabinet. It is never &o be seen. When is the Premier going to actually do some-
easy job to frame a budget. We could always do with moréhing about the bikies issue, rather than just gesticulate and
money in various areas. | know that the ministers all fightook cross in front of the cameras?
hard for their particular patch, but at the same time we need The events of the last few days and weeks just provide
to be responsible in our spending and need to protect odurther evidence that empty rhetoric from the Rann govern-
triple A credit rating. If we served up all the money that isment does nothing to make safe decent and honest South
promised from the opposition benches the state would bAustralians going about their lives. Why should our young
bankrupt, because those people over there have no idea abpaople be put at risk of being shot at, near and around
fiscal constraint. This government is seen now by the peopleightclubs? Premier, you stand condemned on your lack of
of South Australia as fantastic economic managers. If we saiction and empty words on the bikies issue. This matter needs
down here and we tallied up everything that the people on the heavy and swift course of action to wipe out once and for
other side had asked for it would run into billions and billionsall these mongrels of society who sneer at the law and fill our
of dollars and we would be back into the bad old days of &ommunity with drugs, crime and fear, and run their illegal
Liberal government, where we were the rust bucket state afnterprises, seemingly willy-nilly, without anything being
Australia. The Rann Labor government of the past five yeargone to stop them. When are we going to see a bulldozer
has turned the fortunes of this great state around, and we aastually knock down one of these fortresses? For heaven’s
looking for an even brighter, more prosperous future, thanksake stop talking and do something about it. Get real,
to this budget and the forward good economic managemeiftremier, | say.
of this state. My portfolio area of local government is drowning under

the imposts of the Rann government. More and more

Mr PENGILLY (Finniss): It gives me a good deal of financial strain is being placed on this core source of
pleasure to rise today and have my input into the budget ajovernance by a cold and arrogant Rann administration.
2007. If South Australia ever wanted such a supremely ouiVaste levies disappearing into state coffers instead of going
of touch, mindless, no brainer budget, it was delivered in thid%ack into the local government sector are a frightening
place a fortnight ago. It is only a matter of time before aexample of disdain by the Rann government. | say to
majority of our community wake up to the nonsense that isnembers opposite, and particularly those in marginal seats:
being peddled around by the Premier and his henchmen amgware the Ides of March and, more particularly, 20 March
consign them to the annals of history where they belong. Th2010, because the electors of this state are going to be
total lack of business acumen and experience in the cabinegminded constantly every time they get their rates notices
and, more to the point, a treasurer who carries on like a lattédrom their local councils that the added revenue raising that
day Napoleon Bonaparte, accepting no criticism fromappears on their bill is more than likely coming from another
anybody, on either side of the house, nor indeed any persatate demand pressed on councils, rather than from their
outside, is symptomatic of an arrogant and contemptibleouncil.
government. | would suggest that what happened to Councils are the fall guys for a greedy and hungry
Bonaparte in Moscow might end up happening to theTreasurer who cares about people not at all. While council
Treasurer. roads are languishing across the state, in both the metropoli-

In the midst of one of the greatest boom periods intan and rural areas, this greedy Treasurer basks in the wash
Australia’s history, courtesy of an outstanding federalof money from the GST, something he and his cronies
Howard government, and the amazing economies of Indiapposed and screamed about and fought to the end about.
and China in particular, we are going backwards in SoutlHow the worm has turned. Heaven forbid that Kevin Rudd
Australia, despite what you may hear in this place. It will takeand a Labor government were elected federally, because |
a miracle for our manufacturing industry, particularly thethink the first thing they would do, with the acquiescence of
motor car industry to survive, given the price of cheapall the other states, would be to raise the GST. It would make
imports, and | do fear for the thousands of families who relythem extremely happy and give the Premier even more
on the jobs in the car industry, and | am sure that neither sidemoney to play with and spend on nonsensical areas like
of the house wants to see this go into further decline. Tha®Hine and otherwise loony programs, instead of putting it
would be the last thing anyone would want. What we shouldack into core South Australian services, such as roads. Both
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rural and city local governments have care and control oGames. There is really nothing on the horizon by way of a
many roads. large event. We have this artificially inflated figure for
Much is waffled about by premier Rann in relation to thetourism in the city for the last 12 months which, if you drill
environment, recycling, water conservation, etc. Howevergown into it and find out where they went, next year it will
little or no money follows the empty rhetoric, and | will come not happen, | can tell you.
back to that later. State demands are followed by state Our people bidding from Events SA have been left like a
contempt. So many local government areas have no effluefrlorn bride at the altar: destitute, disappointed, forgotten
disposal but are put under even more legislative requiremengnd penniless. Next time the Premier and his minister open
by an out of control EPA which puts enormous dictatorialan event and grab a camera opportunity, just remember that,
demands on a sector that simply does not have the resourcas the events wind down, you have no-one to blame but
to carry out those legislative requirements and demands. yourselves. You do not have any other big events coming.
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: You have a multitude of small events. You could not even get
Mr PENGILLY: If the minister wants to have a crack, a major sponsor for the Tour Down Under. What do | do? |
Mr Speaker, he can get up in due course and give a speegtut in a freedom of information request, but | am told, ‘No,
I am happy to take the interjections; it is like water off awe can’tdo all that. We can't let you have that. You can have
duck’s back. However, he can have a go, and | would be handful of information.’ This Rann Labor government has
pleased if he would have a go after me. The continual beltingmasculated the Events SA team, and it is a disgrace.
of local government by the Rann government is being Tourism is a tough game with small margins. Those South
ingrained in the minds of many mayors and councillors, andiustralians who work so hard in so many small businesses
their memories are long. | am sure that my colleagues on thare making it very clear to me that they feel deserted by this
other side of the house in marginal seats are delighted at tiRann Labor government and its failure to assist their industry
actions of the troika on the front bench and cannot wait foby way of a decent budget allocation. It seems to be that
20 March 2010, and | can’t wait either, | can tell you. every year it just holds its own and that is about it. Figures
The tourism sector has once again been served a doseark juggled around so that they can put out a glamorous press
snake oil and left floundering. It is an arrant nonsense toelease saying that marketing has gone up. What a lot of
suggest that marketing has been given a big tick in the Folegonsense!
budget. It is more a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul. Why, Tourism organisations and businesses around the state
you may ask? The marketing announcement is at the forefrohiave contacted me and expressed dismay and growing anger
of the government'’s considerable propaganda campaign-at the Foley budget. Why would they work themselves into
radio, newspapers, TV—and being paid for, once again, bthe ground only to see the minister and the Premier pay little
the poor old South Australian taxpayer. While some fundingnore than lip service to this critical employer? Tourism
increase to domestic marketing is welcome, internationaémploys thousands of people around the state and is a core
marketing has been cut back. | would say that that is prettgmployer in and around the city and in regional parts of South
smart stuff. But, worse, where is the funding coming from forAustralia. Apart from mining up north, it is about the only
the marketing? Events SA has had its budget shafted witindustry that is employing, and it is a complex industry.
nearly $500 000 being removed to go into the marketing Air services, tour bookings, accommodation and so on are
budget, which is, as | say, robbing Peter to pay Paul. very susceptible to events overseas. The very hint of a terror
What does this mean? It means that when Events SA goestack or, indeed, heaven forbid, a plane disaster immediately
in to bat for events and bid around the world on behalf ofimpacts on the travel plans of so many potential overseas
South Australia, it will have a budget of zilch to competevisitors. Only one of these things need go astray and visitors
with. While other countries and states spend real dollars, wom many overseas countries drop the ball. Large numbers
in South Australia have equipped our tourism people with af American and Italian visitors, amongst others, get very
handful of dollars and a fistful of Treasury contempt andnervous, cancel very quickly and do not come, which is
arrogance. It has nothing else to battle away with. | can judbtally understandable.
imagine their going to the United States, England, Europe or So, we should be spending even more on our international
somewhere where they are going in to bat to try to get amarketing efforts; we should be spending even more on our
event. domestic marketing efforts. We should be spending a power
It is interesting to note that today the tourism ministerof money on trying to lure Asia into Adelaide to provide
waxed lyrical about the Police and Fire Games. Itis probablynore air services at a cheaper rate, but that is another story
worth putting on the record once again the fact that the Polictor another day. Marketing is so important to tourism, and to
and Fire Games were brought on by the former Liberakee it gutted in some areas and so little spent in others is
government. It did the bidding and the hard work. Oncetantamount to a critical act of neglect. The Rann government
again, we had the pleasure of going to the opening of thetands condemned for its attitude to a longstanding and proud
event. The former minister, Joan Hall, sat at the back, alongndustry. It is my intention to listen to industry and not just
with me. She got a brief mention, but that was about all. Weshow up every time there is a photo opportunity but assist that
were the ones who got the Police and Fire Games—thsector in practical ways, despite the fact that it is regularly
former Liberal government—and we have really nothing toforgotten by this arrogant government.
replace it. The poor old southern suburbs have once again been
At least two key events over the past 12 months havéreated in a dismissive manner by the Rann Labor govern-
brought people to South Australia: one was the Soutiment. Yesterday, six minutes of time was spent by a southern
Australian Tourism Exchange, which was a oncer, and theeat member talking about railway sleepers. Why, you ask?
other was the Police and Fire Games, which was a oncer. Wkhe reason was that the member for Bright had only sleepers
do have other events coming, such as the bowls competiticio talk about, because that was about all she got in the budget.
and other small-scale events, but they really pale intdfthe press and the rumblings around the corridors are to be
insignificance when compared with the Police and Firebelieved (and | have no reason to doubt them), the cuts to
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education and the pressure being put on families and teachessaking place in education in South Australia. | think there
around the state are causing a good deal of angst—and ace a few former Labor premiers and ministers who would
they should. | think that what is happening to education irturn in their graves if they could see what is being done to
this state is an absolute disgrace. Once again, | say: roll oeducation. | think it is absolutely atrocious. We have raised
20 March 2010. the issue of music and aquatic programs being targeted, but
The completion of the Southern Expressway, the extensiothen the last two weeks has seen the absolute epitome of
of the rail line to Seaford, and public transport schedulestupidity in what is happening with the demands that have
improvements to McLaren Vale and its surrounds have onckeen put on schools to come up with workers compensation
again all been left to a future Liberal government to fix up.levies. | cannot believe that families—parents, grandparents,
Premier Rann, you have forgotten the south. No doubt, wencles and aunts—everybody—uwill have to raise money to
will see a flurry of money and a shower of gifts in the lastfund these things.
year or so of this government in a sick and sorry attemptto School programs will have to be cut to fund this. It is a
remedy the situation. Showering the people with gifts is naore responsibility of the state, in my view, that these workers
panacea late in the day for a term of neglect. compensation levies are paid by the state through the
| remain most concerned at the increase in debt caused lfepartmental finances, not thrust back on the mums and dads
Treasurer Foley in this budget. | would have thought thain the city or around the state. It is appalling, and | think it
Labor had learned from the State Bank debacle of the earlyill come back to haunt this government. The issue of water
nineties. However, it appears that Treasurer Foley is onds also huge in South Australia, and | do not really think that
again taking South Australia into deep and depressing delthis government knows how to come to grips with the
waters. Once again, a lack of business experience is showisguation. | think muddle-fuddling around like it has done for
up at cabinet level. the past five years and accomplishing nothing will come back
| fear that we will plunge into the mire of fiscal disaster. and bite them severely in the stern before it is all over.
They are a few of the negative issues. | do actually support The Liberal Party came up with a plan for a desalination
the thrust of the government in relation to payroll taxplant. All of a sudden, that was a terrible idea, because the
deductions; | think that that is a step in the right direction,Labor government did not think of it in the first instance. |
although it has not gone far enough. Quite clearly, despite Mgay to you, Mr Speaker, and to members in this place, that
Vaughan's comments, the message that | am getting fromlesalination is a terrific way to go. Why on earth would
business around the traps is that they would like to see a Itfabor governments in Queensland and Western Australia
more encouragement and a push to assist them in going abduthich is committing to another one) build them? But, no, we
their ways. cannot have one here; if we are to have one, it will be in the
I would like to spend a bit of time talking about health. | next umpteen years. It is the same scenario with the Mount
actually feel terribly sorry for the people of South AustraliaBold reservoir; we are not going to have that for another 10
with what is being done to the health area. For the life of meyears.
I cannot understand what the minister and the government Lord help us if we stay in drought for an extended period,
intend to do about health. Instead of actually trying to fix itbecause we will have no water, parents will be having
up, they will completely mess it up, in my view. The first sausage sizzles to pay for their kids’ education, the hospitals
thing they will do—and they are just pandering to thewill all be dudded, and there will be no doctors out in the
Mandarins in Hindmarsh Square—is remove boards. Onlgountry. In the metropolitan area you will not be able to have
yesterday, we heard that the Chairman of the Centrad baby at Modbury, and down at QEH you will not be able
Adelaide Health Board will resign on 30 June. These boards get renal treatment. And these are in Labor seats currently,
have been around the city and the state for decades. In manyight | add, Mr Speaker. | say to the government: | think it
cases, these units were put up by communities; they welig about time that its backbenchers got busy and held their
built by communities. They were funded by communities, andront bench to account, and started having some serious input
for a long time the state was relieved of a lot of the cost folinto where this state is going financially and economically.
this. They should be listening to their communities, because there
What we are seeing now is, in my mind, an absolutds no doubt that they are getting plenty of information and
debacle. The minister has not given us an indication of howommunication by way of letters, emails and phone calls
many country hospitals he will close: ‘Oh, no; we won't closeabout what a disgraceful thing is happening in South
any.’ You wait to see what happens. Mark my words; whatAustralia at the moment.
will happen is that the role models in a lot of those hospitals  Time expired.
will be changed. They will come back to nursing homes and
age-care facilities. You will not be able to have a baby in MsCICCARELLO (Norwood): It gives me great
many of these units; you will not be able to have minorpleasure to speak on the budget today. The Rann government
surgery because none of that will exist. continues to deliver sound and financially responsible
Regional people will be made to travel, in many casesbudgets that honour our commitment to work together to
hundreds of kilometres away from their families, and be madadvance the interests of South Australia and the welfare of its
to pay accommodation expenses and everything else to getople. Economic responsibility has been our hallmark for
simple, basic medical care that they have always had. Yothe past six years, and the Treasurer is to be congratulated on
will also see another drift of doctors from the rural areas intchis sixth budget. This has enabled us to not only achieve our
the city. They will not want to stay out there just to look after sixth consecutive budget in surplus but also to invest these
age-care homes and nursing-type situations; they wamixtra funds in such critical portfolio areas as health, educa-
challenges in health. They will get dudded. tion, transport, water supply and community services.
I recognise that the government will spend money in foumportantly, though, this budget is not a reflection of simply
regional hospitals, but that is not much help to those in otheresting on our laurels and continuing as we have done before.
places around the state. Similarly, what an absolute debacRather, it is an example of bold and ambitious
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decision-making, which sets a framework for our future. Itopportunities for South Australia—and we heard the Premier
is a budget that reflects our current confidence in our placsmake further announcements today about the success that
within Australia and our optimism in realising our potential. South Australia is having in this area. As the Presiding
While this is very much a budget for all South Australians,Member of the Public Works Committee, | can indicate that
I would like to mention a few initiatives that are of particular we have been very pleased to see the number of projects
significance to my electorate. In this budget, the Ranrtoming through that will benefit not only South Australia but
government is launching the biggest health reform in thalso, in particular, the people of the western suburbs, such as
state’s history. With 30 per cent of people living in the the revitalisation of the Port Adelaide area.
electorate of Norwood aged over 60 years, | am acutely aware However, even though our employment numbers continue
that improving the health system is a top priority for them.to rise and our economic performance continues to be sound,
Many of the issues that they have raised with me are thosge must remain firmly focused on the job at hand. We must
which confront our health system throughout the state. Thesgontinue to educate and train South Australians to ensure that
include an increasing demand for hospital services, an ageirijey have first-class skills and knowledge. We must maintain
population, deteriorating infrastructure, and the growing costhe most competitive business environment possible, and we
of medical technology. must continue to invest in economic and social infrastructure
However, as we have done, and have continued to do sinde further enhance productivity. | am delighted that the budget
we came to government, we have listened and we havaddresses all those principles, not only right now but also in
responded. We are prepared to meet the challenges of unnitst clear vision for the future.
need, and we have done so by increasing our net health However, whilst it is always the big ticket items and new
spending over the next four years to $523 million, includingspending in the budget that attract all the attention, we should
$250 million to allow for an extra 60 000 people to benot forget the continual work that the government does
admitted to hospital. We are also investing in health infrathroughout the year. As local members, we see the many
structure, with the construction of a new $1.7 billion hospitalgrants that come through to our local organisations. They are
to replace the Royal Adelaide Hospital and over $300 milliorprovided by the government, which takes heed of the needs
to improve our other public hospitals. We are committed toof the community and also the smaller community organisa-
health reform, and that is precisely the reason why we havions, which sometimes would find it difficult to operate
a health care plan for the state. By providing more primarywithout government support.
health care services through our GP Plus health care centres At this point, | would like to mention some projects with
and by modernising our public health system, we arevhich the government and | have been very involved
determined to keep all South Australians fit and healthy. throughout the year and which have involved significant
Another budget measure, and one which will benefit mangconomic outcomes for my electorate. The first is the
businesses in my electorate, is that which delivers the biggestdevelopment of the Norwood Primary School. | certainly
reduction in payroll tax in South Australian history. From pressed hard for this proposal, and | was delighted that the
1 July 2007, the rate of payroll tax will drop from 5.5 to Rann government invested $4.3 million to provide modern,
5.25 per cent and, from 1 July 2008, it will drop to 5 per centefficient and functional areas for the effective delivery of
which is a payroll tax rate equal to that of Victoria and equaleducation to the Norwood community. This project will allow
second lowest in the country. To the tune of more tharstudents to experience a variety of teaching methodologies
$300 million over the next four years, this reduction will and will provide opportunities for enhanced professional
provide relief to over 6 500 businesses and 370 000 employearning for all staff and improve the amenity of the site for
ees across the state. Many businesses in my electorate hakie wider community.
talked to me about payroll tax in the past, and | am delighted Money also has been allocated for a feasibility study to be
that they have again contacted me to say how pleased they ararried out with respect to the East Adelaide Primary School
that the government has acted to address their concerrfer the upgrading of its administration area. Many of the
Mr Peter Vaughan, the CEO of South Australia’s peakschools in my area are very old, given that Norwood was one
business body Business SA, perhaps summed it up best whefithe first settled areas in South Australia, so they have been

he stated: in need of refurbishment. | am very pleased that we have been
This is a red-letter day for business in this state. The governmerguccessful in gaining some support for our schools.

has delivered, it is to be applaudedIt makes usotally competitive Another project in which | was heavily involved with our

with the rest of Australia. government was the allocation of $800 000 to the City of

You cannot do much better than that. The Rann governmentiorwood Payneham and St Peters to help fund flood
agenda has always been to ensure that South Australiamstigation works along First Creek. Flooding issues have
continue to experience the best economic conditions possibleen of concern to my constituents over the years, and | was
so that we can all enjoy higher rates of job creation andery pleased that | was able to achieve a great outcome for
higher living standards. Adelaide has consistently been rateitiem in this area. The grant will go towards stages 1 and 2 of
as one of the best places in the world in which to do busineghie works, which commenced prior to Christmas last year.
and, with business investment increasing by 73 per cent ovdihe remaining stages are scheduled to be undertaken in late
the last five years and with our unemployment rate currentl007.
below 5 per cent, there is no better time to do business in Another project for which | lobbied very hard was the
South Australia. allocation of some money, again to the City of Norwood
For instance, key initiatives currently under way in ourPayneham and St Peters, towards the purchase of some land
state that highlight our prevailing business conditions include¢hat would create more open space. The land is at 132 Magill
the securing of more than $3 billion of major projects and, oRoad, Norwood. This land, which represents an extra
course, winning the $6 billion contract to build air warfare 613 square metres of space, will be incorporated into
destroyers for the Australian Navy. All these successeRichards Park and will enable the council to create a much
continue to provide significant economic employmentimproved park entrance for the Norwood community. | had
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made my thoughts quite clear to the government that the Regency Park area where members have to contend with
believed there was an unmet need to enhance open spaceairot of traffic, particularly trucks, which is particularly
Norwood. | repeat that Norwood is an old area that waslangerous. So the criterium bicycle track will be built at the
originally surrounded by farmland, so open space was nev@tate Sports Park (the commencement of that work will be
considered to be an issue. Now it is very difficult to providefairly soon), and it will certainly be a boon for cyclists in
the appropriate open space in the area, when a very sm&buth Australia.
block of land might cost something like $600 000. So, | was  All these works, and many others, are possible because of
delighted that funding for 50 per cent of the purchase pricaix years of responsible economic management. All this is
was able to be secured. possible because the Rann government has shown that it has
The community how has more publicly accessible land tahe ability and vision to secure the health and prosperity of
enjoy, and the business community on Magill Road has mor8outh Australia. | congratulate the Treasurer upon the
opportunities to benefit from increased pedestrian traffic angresentation of this budget. It clearly demonstrates what we
the provision of new services and facilities, which will do best: that is, we act in the best interests of South Australia
encourage greater visitation. All this is possible because adnd its people.
six years of responsible economic management. | know that
my colleagues from the southern suburbs might say that Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): I, too, am pleased to
Norwood is not a destination, but | think it certainly is. We make a contribution to what is, obviously, an important piece
are all very proud of our own communities, and | am veryof legislation—the Appropriation Bill—through which
proud of the Norwood electorate. It is small—it is only sufficient funds are attributed to the different departments and
13% square kilometres in size—but it does have a lot ofigencies of the state to see them function correctly through-
services. It is a very densely populated area and, with thagut the ensuing 12 months. However, as the leader and other
come many more challenges to provide appropriate servicesembers (particularly on this side of the house) have already
and facilities for the community. However, | am happy to saystated, there are some quite distinctive characteristics to
(and, again, referring to a colleague from the southermlescribe this budget, and they are really summed up in three
suburbs) that we do enjoy a lot of the wines which arewords: debt, delay and disappointment.
produced in the southern areas. We have our Norwood Food First, | would like to speak about the issue of debt. It is
and Wine Festival, which is very successful and will beimportant to look at some statistics when we talk about
coming up again in March next year. We have something likeconomic issues, and the budget papers show that the former
80 000 people participating, and it is certainly one of theliberal government had reduced the state debt from
more popular events in South Australia. $11.6 billion in 1993 to $3.2 billion in 2001. Since that time,
Our government has also allocated an enormous amoumte have seen the current estimate of the Public Service debt
of money in the area of the arts, and we have seen that June this year to be $3.361 billion, which includes a
WOMAD has now been extended to become an annual evergeneral government component of debt. If you want to put
The Fringe has also been extended. The Adelaide Filrthings into context, you have to look back at the previous
Festival is enormously successful and, again, although we ak@bor government’s regime where, as a result of the inepti-
a small state and we probably do not have as much fundinigide of that government and its lack of control of its financial
available for the film festival as perhaps some of the interaffairs, the state was left with a debt of $3.5 billion as a
national festivals, the South Australian Film Corporation hasonsequence of the State Bank collapse. That compares quite
been extremely successful with some of the films it haslosely with the estimated debt level as at June this year of
produced. In fact, at the Cannes Film Festival last year (0$3.361 billion. So, we are now in a situation where we are
was it early this year)Jen Canoes, which was one of the back to the future with this current budget.
films produced by the SA Film Corporation, won an award, What is also quite disturbing is that, if one analyses the
so we can be very proud of that. We have also invested isituation a little further and thinks about these issues impact-
biotechnology, because it is certainly important to our stateng the state’s finances, this increase in debt has the potential
Going back to the Adelaide Festival Centre, its debt ofto put the state’s finances into a highly geared situation. The
something like $25 million was wiped off, so the Festival Treasurer is basing his projections on 4 per cent growth in the
Centre can now go forward without having to worry about thestate. Only last year we had 1 per cent growth. The Treasurer
debt and again produce events and activities for théas explained that away by saying that it is related to the
community of South Australia. Currently, we have thedrought, and so on. The nation has been gripped by drought
Cabaret Festival, which is also proving to be very successfubver the past 12 to 18 months, and parts of the country have
My friends interstate ask, ‘What week is it in Adelaide?’ or, been gripped by drought for a lot longer, but we have seen a
‘What festival is taking place?’, because they know that wenational growth average of 2.5 per cent.
are great supporters of the arts, particularly the special events This budget is based on hope and a wing and a prayer. In
that we have here in South Australia. order to achieve the revenue outcomes we are looking at 4 per
A lot of money has been invested in infrastructure, and weent growth. | question whether that growth is achievable. If
will see many of these projects come before the Public Work# is not achievable, potentially we will not receive the level
Committee. One thing that | neglected to mention in theofincome that is forecast. We have increased our borrowings
electorate of Norwood is that work on the Beulah Park fireand debts and potentially we have a reduced repayment
station will be starting fairly soon. Also, something which is capacity. Therefore, it puts the state into what is referred to
dear to my heart, apart from the various infrastructureas a highly geared situation. The repayment capacity has
projects, and one that will be very popular with cyclists, is thereduced and debt levels have increased, and the outcome will
criterium track to be built in South Australia. The Norwood be a threat to our AAA credit rating.
Cycling Club, which is the oldest cycling club in the southern  Previous Labor governments have form on this. As a result
hemisphere and of which | am very proud to be a patronef the State Bank collapse and the absolute shambolic state
currently conducts criteriums on Regency Road and arounith which our economy and finances were left, we lost our
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AAA credit rating. It was downgraded. Former Liberal number again to have a direct impact on the electoral
governments through the 1990s and into the 2000s fouglautcome for the member for Newland. | think it would be in
tooth and nail and made some really tough decisions—diis best interests to speak to the Treasurer, to the Premier and
times quite unpopular decisions—to try to claw our way backo the Minister for Education and Children’s Services in an
into some semblance of financial order and financial credieffort to have that nonsensical decision reversed, and reversed
bility. pretty quickly. Some of those areas are currently in my

This budget has the potential to threaten our AAA creditconstituency, and | continue to receive a significant number
rating. We all know what happens when the credit rating iof contacts from constituents raising this particular issue.
reduced. The cost of funds will increase, so the interest that | the |atest round of cuts, larger secondary schools will
the state has to pay on existing borrowings—depending oRave their budgets reduced by some $100000. In my
the terms of the borrowing contracts, whether fixed ratjectorate there are two secondary schools—Oakbank Area
facilities or flexible rates—uwill have a deleterious effect ongcnool, which is an R to 12 school, and Mount Barker High
our economy going forward. | think that is an important pointgchool. As a consequence of the redistribution, | will regain
that needs to be highlighted in terms of the potential for thesjrgwood High School. They are all very good schools but,
state as a consequence of this budget and as a consequepg® a cut of at least $100 000 from their budget, | wonder
ofincreased debt levels. _ how they will adequately meet their needs. There are two

| ' want to raise some issues concermning schools anghings they can do. First, like any budget cuts, they can
education services. The government has failed miserably ipsduce the services provided to the children. However, we
this area, but the Premier has tried to portray the image th@leed to remember what the charter of the education depart-
he is the education premier; that education and the wellbeingyent is. It is all about providing a very good level of
of our children is the No. 1 priority on his agenda. It is eqycational service to our children, but it seems that, as a
difficult to understand that when we see what has happeneghnsequence of these latest cuts, there will be a reduction in
to our education services with the quite significant ancseryices to our children. The other option is to hit the parents,
astounding cuts to the education budget. Obviously, this is fye community, with an increase in fees. | understand that the
continuation of a series of cuts. Several months ago smathember for Davenport has met with all the secondary schools
schools—I think the criterion was a 50 kilometre radius ofjn his electorate. On average, parents are facing an increase

Adelaide, which means schools in the electorates of Heysegt $100 per child per annum, which is a significant cost to the
and Schubert and my electorate—received some quite sevV&tnilies and our communities around the state.

cuts—$30 000 to be precise.
There was some real community concern—which stil
continues—in relation to those cuts. At the time we raise

| | also wish to speak about some issues that the government
(swas recently raised concerning our water resources and water

those issues here in the house. | clearly recall making ecurity. The Minister for Water Security recently announced

. - : tudy, consultation or review—whatever we like to call it—
speech_on the matter. | raised issues concerning the m_emq fo th{e expansion of Mount Bold reservoir. Mount Bold
for Morialta (and it is good to see the member for Morialta :

in the house at present) and also the member for Newland. Argservow is not in my electorate: it is in the electorate of the

a consequence of the redistribution of electoral boundaries ember for Heysen. However, | _have_an understanding of
some of these small schools in the Adelaide Hills will bevx’/ater-related issues in the Adelaide Hills, and | am pleased
placed in the electorates of Morialta and Newland. The Ievetl0 represent p.art of that region in this place.
of community concern in those areas will have a direct effect | @m not quite sure what plan the government has. I know
on the electoral outcomes for the members for Morialta anéhat it does not really have any idea about what it will do if
Newland. and when it expands the holding capacity of Mount Bold
The member for Morialta yesterday advised the house thd€Servoir. | have been to a number of meetings in my
she had been doorknocking. Well, she needs to do more th&ectorate, and also in the electorate of the member for
doorknocking to secure her seatin March 2010; she needs f#gysen. in relation to the prescription process concerning the
convince her Minister for Education and Children’s Servicegvestern Mount Lofty Ranges water resources. Senior
that she has made a catastrophic decision which is havingdgpartmental officers have attended those meetings and, in

huge impact on these small schools. From memory, thée course of the discussions, those senior departmental
member for Morialta might have only one of these smallofficers have advised that no additional water can be taken

the member for Newland will have three or four of thesewhat is currently used for industry, primary production and

Paracombe, Houghton, Inglewood and Cuddlee CreeKhinks there is surplus water running out of the Adelaide Hills
Millbrook. to increase the capacity of Mount Bold, | do not believe she

If one looks at the margin by which the member foriS speaking to her senior departmental people on the issue.
Newland holds his seat and the number of electors that will The government cannot take water from the Adelaide Hills
go into Newland from these areas which are directly affectetbecause it is at its limit. The member for Heysen and |, as the
by these callous and harsh cuts by the Minister for Educatiolocal members, and the farmers, businesses and the industry
and Children’s Services, more than enough new electors apeople in the Hills have been told that there is no surplus
going into Newland from these disenchanted districts to sewater in the Adelaide Hills. The only other option available
the member for Newland lose his seat. | think he holds it byto the government is a desalination plant that will desalinate
about 5 per cent, which equates to about 1 000 votes. Iwater and pump it into Mount Bold, but | do not think that is
electorates of 22 000 voters, about 10 per cent do not voten option because, once the water is cleaned and filtered, it
so there are about 20 000 people who register and cast a vosdould not be put into an open catchment basin. Therefore,
From memory, there are about 1 500 new electors going frorm order to fill Mount Bold the water will have to come from
those districts in the Hills into Newland, so there is half thatthe river.
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Members can tell me if | am wrong, but | thought the made in the other place. The opposition also agrees with
major thrust of this government—and all governments thathose amendments and we look forward to the passage of the
rely on the Murray-Darling system—is to try to wean the bill forthwith.
state off its reliance on that river system. | thought the general TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the opposition for its
thrust was to get away from having to pump water from thesupport of that proposition. While | am doing so, can | say on
Murray, that we are trying to reduce the amount of water wea personal level how pleased | am to see the Climate Change
are taking from the river. If we are to expand the capacity oand Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Bill pass through this
Mount Bold, that is the only source of fresh potable watermplace. In a former parliament, | was the minister responsible
that can be delivered into Mount Bold. So, the governmenfor this area of policy and it is a matter which gives me some
has an enormous amount of work to do in relation to thapride that the parliament has adopted this. This was a
issue. commitment that the Labor Party made at the last election and

In closing, | want to talk quickly about some issues| am very pleased to see that the Premier has been able to
relating to mining and mineral exploration, in particular, theadvance this to this stage. On his behalf, | extend to Tim
issue of uranium enrichment. We have heard the PremigD’Loughlin (who is with me at the moment) and other
make public statements that he categorically opposes amyfficers who worked on this, his thanks and my thanks for the
initiative that might progress the area of uranium enrichmentutstanding work that they have done in preparing this
We have also heard him publicly oppose even having #egislation.
debate with the leader about any issue concerning nuclear Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | also signal (as the bill has
energy. What is evident from the Premier's statements onow come through the entire process) that the opposition
these issues is that he is a follower. The Premier is a followegupports the bill and considers the matter of climate change,
he is not aleader. All he does is try to attract public attentiorwhich it addresses to be one of the most important issues we
through the media on populist issues. face in South Australia. We have made the point—and | think

If the Premier were a true leader, he would engage in ghat the bill in its current form reflects that—that the economy
debate on nuclear energy. He would at least have some propgtd the climate are joined at the hip. | think that as the bill
scientific research done on uranium enrichment, because | dras passed through this process the house has learned that we
not think that he really understands what uranium enrichmeriave to be very careful about setting targets which are not
is about because, if he did, he would look to progress thachievable economically or which will destroy the lives of
debate and have an open mind on the issue. The Premierfimilies. | think it is a credit to both houses.

a follower, not a leader. This state needs a leader, not a | think, too, that the bill (as it has now progressed through
follower. both houses and with these amendments to which we are
. agreeing today) does offer a lot of symbolic messages to the

MrsGERAGHTY secured the adjourned of the debate.pepple of South Australia—but, as we made the point, in its
current form. More could have been achieved and more needs
to be achieved, and we all need to work together to ensure
that we do achieve actual tangible results.

Motion carried.

HARBORS AND NAVIGATION (AUSTRALIAN
BUILDERSPLATE) AMENDMENT BILL

The Legislative Council agreed to the bill without any

amendment. APPROPRIATION BILL
CLIMATE CHANGE AND GREENHOUSE Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
EMISSIONS REDUCTION BILL (Continued from page 490.)

The Legislative Council insisted on its amendments Mr VENNING (Schubert): It has come to my turn at the
Nos 12 and 17 to which the House of Assembly had disend of the debate, and | have listened to it with great interest.
agreed, did not insist on its amendment No. 3 and made drhave to say that, when you hear some of the discussion,
amendment on account of disagreeing to the alternativéome members are living in cloud cuckoo land, particularly
amendments made by the House of Assembly in lieu thereothe€ member for Mawson; | could not believe that we were

to which amendment the Legislative Council desires thdalking about the same subject. This has been the Rann Labor
concurrence of the House of Assembly: government’s sixth budget and the 17th | have seen in this
place. | have seen many budgets, and | have to say that | am
. o . less enthusiastic about this one than any other | have been
Consideration in cor.nmlttee.l involved in. | have been involved with previous Labor
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | move: governments—with the Bannon and Arnold governments—
That the House of Assembly’s disagreement to amendmentgng this is less responsible than most.

Nos 12 and 17 of the Legislative Council not be insisted on; that the .
alternative amendments of the House of Assembly not be insisted on;_ Of @ll the things that annoy me, the worst are waste and

and that the consequential amendment of the Legislative Coundmisconception. This government has more money at its
made as aresult of the Legislative Council no longer insisting on itglisposal than any previously. It has $12.1 billion in this

amendment No. 3 be agreed to. budget and, my word, all South Australians are paying for it.
If I can break that down into language which ordinary citizensWe have the highest taxing government ever and, along with
can understand, we have reached agreement with the othtbe huge returns from the federal GST payments, this
place and we are happy that that has occurred. We are vegpvernment has approximately $3.5 billion more than the
pleased, with the concurrence of the committee, that thiprevious Liberal government had in its last year, 2001-02.
matter can now be resolved. The federal Treasurer, Peter Costello, is dead right: the GST
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | thank the minister for to states should have been matched with the corresponding
signalling the government’s agreement with the amendmentbolition of state taxes, payroll tax, land tax and stamp duty,

Clause 3, page 1, after line 10—Delete paragraph (ia).
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and the list goes on. However, now Labor in all states and | know that all governments have done this in recent
territories has just absorbed the extra money and often, likémes, but it does not make it right, and it ought to be
people with newly found wealth, squandered it: easy comeyutlawed and made illegal. My calculation shows that the
easy go. Premier and ministers employ at least 320 people in their
People do not like to be overtaxed, but there is a trade-oftffices, mainly needed to look after their media and public
if they can see something tangible for their money, especiallyelations. The opposition has eight. Even a single minister
projects that improve the quality of life for them and their gets over $2 million to run his or her office. The opposition
family, such as better and accessible health care, adequdéader gets about one-third of that sum. Not only is it totally
levels of disability care, security in the community, moderninequitable, it is grossly wasteful. No wonder that the Rann
and convenient infrastructure, roads, rail, and passenger ahdbor government can and does con, or at least lull, the
bus services; in other words, they want options and qualitpeople into a false sense that all is well.
of life. However, forget all the political rhetoric, what are the | do not mean any disrespect to our good public servants,
facts? In a budget of $12.1 billion, only $1.5 billion has beerbut 10 000 of them? What do they all do—fall over each
budgeted for capital works for 2007-08, that is, approximatelyproving that their positions are worth while? We have all
11 per cent of the total revenue. Itis a disgrace. Go back anekperienced it one way or another. You can always work to
check any other government’s budget and see whether yqustify your job. Sir Humphrey is alive and well, and we
can find a lower figure. It should be more like 35 to 40 perexpect this to happen. Instead of having the essential, well
cent, particularly in this case, where we have run-dowrgualified and hardworking public servant, that servant now
assets. has an extra research or project officer, a secretary, an equal
It is much higher in other states: $5.8 billion in Westernopportunity officer, a training officer, a technical planning
Australia and $3.6 hillion in Victoria and, even though | think officer, and even an occupational health and safety officer—
those figures are still far too low for those states, they arand the list goes on and on. We may joke about it, but we
much better than South Australia. In addition, according tdnow it is true, and it happens. And somebody picks up the
today’s Advertiser, New South Wales has evidently just tab—the taxpayer.
announced unprecedented levels of spending on infrastruc- All well and good, but it all costs money, and itis all using
ture. All this leaves us so far behind and way out of stepup resources that should be used on things that we can see—
South Australia is living on assets created in another era dangible projects which can benefit our children and which
decades ago—that of Premier Tom Playford (who is up therbring long-term value to our community, not just money lost
on the wall), our parents and, for some here, our grandin a huge public sponge. Last evening | was speaking to the
parents, the 1950s and 1960s—when a fantastic standardrmember for Light, who was with his son. | said to the
public infrastructure was built here in South Australia. Wehonourable member, ‘What are you going to leave your son
had the best roads in the nation and the best electricitygs an asset? Toll roads?’—because at this rate that is what we
distribution system. Most country people, and even those oare going to leave them; we are not going to leave them the
the farms, had electricity delivered to their homes and farmsoads that we inherited from our forebears.
What a huge project and what cost? As to schools and Labor’s record in this field is well known. Labor govern-
hospitals, most of our current hospitals were built in thisments have always had difficulty managing money, and their
period. public servants even more so. This government will hopefully
Why is it that, in these booming economic times, we seayet out of gaol by using public and private partnerships, and
so little emphasis on replacing or upgrading these facilities® will work on that. However, either private money has to be
Apart from the Marjorie Jackson-Nelson Hospital, with apaid back, or the users—the public—pay as they use the
starting price of $1.7 billion, there is nothing else of majorinfrastructure; pay as they go. Are the people of South
state consequence. This is an appalling record when yolustralia getting fair value for their tax dollars? In recent
consider what was achieved by the previous Liberal goverrdays, | have been making noises about benchmarking
ment. When it came into power in 1993, after the State Bankouncils, that is, comparing the best and worst performing
debacle, even with our pain of a $4.6 billion debt, look whatcouncils, because currently there is a huge gap between the
we achieved. In my electorate alone, $19.6 million was spertbp and the bottom. Well, the same goes for state govern-
on the Morgan-Burra road. Gomersal Road cost $7.7 millionments. We should be benchmarked against other state govern-
Annies Lane cost $3 million, and there was a long list ofments. How would we rate? Bottom or second to bottom, in
projects, including water schemes and new schools (Tanun@acordance with most criteria. Only Tasmania with its much
Primary School and Nuriootpa High School). It was a similarsmaller population saves us from coming bottom in all
story across the state, with the South-Eastern Freeway and tbategories.
Southern Expressway and many road upgrades. A lot of the To make matters worse, as | said before, all this decline
work was done. in essential public infrastructure is happening during a time
With a huge budget of $12.1 billion and boom times,of huge economic success across Australia. The minerals
where has all the money gone and where is it going? Thboom is unprecedented in our history. There is money,
excesses of this government have gone off the graph. Firstvestments, royalties, jobs going around everywhere. How
it has lost control of its huge burgeoning Public Service, withong will it last? What happens when the boom finishes? And
over 10 000 extra employees when it had budgeted for 1 50@ve all know it will. Everything is cyclic. So what happens?
What of the excesses close to home and the money goverheompare this to life on the farm. When you get a series of
ment spends on itself? | am alarmed to see figures likgood years, you do not go mad and blow the results of good
$26.3 million spent per year on the offices and staff of thecrops and enterprise. You save and reinvest because you
Premier and ministers. It is there in the budget papers. In know that around the corner will come leaner times—
state of 1.8 million people, we spend $26.3 million of theircrippling drought, as we have right now.
money propping up our political bureaucracy. This includes Those who are careful and reinvest in essentials and put
the elaborate Premier’s spin team. away money can withstand the lean times, even prolonged
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drought. Those who have frittered away their opportunitiesnatter.’” | will wait patiently and, hopefully, something will
battle hard when the lean times come, become beholden aventuate and we will see a new facility in the Barossa. |
the money lenders, and often lose everything. We all knovope that minister Hill’s relative in the Tanunda Hospital is
the moral of this story. Governments are the same. | haveomfortable, and | wish her all the best, even though |
already indicated the excesses in government that | camnderstand that the prognosis is not good. Our thoughts are
readily see. What about what | cannot see, as with an icebergertainly with her and with those who are suffering.
| bet there is much more below the surface. People are now The situation gets worse. In these bountiful economic
being preconditioned to get used to the idea of toll roads. ISmes our schools are in a mess. First, in my electorate and
this the way for the future? Is this what we will get after aothers, this government cut the $30 000 small school grants—
decade of Labor government in South Australia? as the member for Kavel has indicated—for seven schools in

Labor purports to represent the workers, or it used to. Wheny electorate alone. This has been a very savage blow. To
bears the brunt of costs like these? The average everydayake it worse, the government will tax schools up to $80 000
families who are careful with their money are the ones. Itisevery year through a workers compensation levy. Will this
grossly unfair that a government, by its own ineptitudebe the killer blow for many of these small community
leaves a legacy like this to a largely unsuspecting communitygchools? | have called this the most city-centric budget ever.
If members do not believe me, | suggest that they turn oms | said, country health, country schools, country infrastruc-
their TV one evening and look at the programs and at the nextire, especially roads and rail, have all been overlooked by
round of taxpayer-funded ads promoting the budget and thinis government. | note the comment by the member for
government, even down to the line ‘Spoken and authoriseMorphett, our shadow minister for transport, who listed the
by Mike Rann’. This is straight-out political advertising. options.
Even in The Advertiser we have had a glossy South
Australian Health Care Plan. [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]

Was it not Mike Rann who said, prior to the 2002 state
election, that taxpayer-funded political advertising was Mr VENNING (Schubert): As | said, | am very grateful
wrong, and that as soon as he got into government it woulfpr the capital works that have been funded for Schubert.
cease immediately? Well, | know that over the years all side$hey include $5 million for heavy vehicle access improve-
of government have done this, but this is the most lavish anfnent and specific improvements to the intersection of the
blatant advertising that | have ever seen. It is wrong; it is d8arossa Valley Way and Seppeltsfield Road (for which |
blatant abuse of taxpayers’ money, and it ought to be illegahave been lobbying for some time); $200 000 for the
Itis in some countries, especially in South America. | knowBirdwood Mill building upgrade (which | was pleased with);
other governments have done this, but that does not makedngoing funding—$2.6 million—for the provision of new
right. It should be illegal for all governments to use tax-Specialist teaching areas for home economics, arts and
payers’ money to promote their own ends. technology at Birdwood High School; and $2 million to finish

I challenge the Premier or the Treasurer to tell the houseff the $3.5 million project to provide new specialist
what these lavish ads are costing to produce and put on priniéchnology teaching areas at Nuriootpa High School. | was
time TV. It is not smart or clever, it is not necessary, and itvery pleased about all that.
is very expensive. And this, at a time when the government We have a good railway line in the Barossa, but this
will not consider a reasonable pay offer for our nurses; icity-centric government will not even trial a passenger rail
cannot afford it! Going back to those ads, the health agervice, which would just be an extension to the existing
promoting the fantastic job the government is doing withGawler service. | have received correspondence from minister
country health could not be further from the truth. | noticedConlon with excuses as to why it will not do so—too many
on the map, north of Adelaide, Gawler was marked, but ngurves, timetable and track restrictions, and so on. | cannot
Barossa, no Kapunda, no Mount Pleasant, no Clare. Is this tt&cept any of that. A very heavy stone train uses it once a
much trumpeted Labor regionalisation of health? Is theday, one up and one down, between Angaston and Adelaide.
prediction coming true that rural and community hospitalsSurely we can run one railcar, even at a reduced speed. But
will be reduced to first aid posts? They have already sackede are not even having a trial. | note that a member in another
the local hospital boards. This will tear out the heart fromplace, the Hon. Sandra Kanck, also has been pushing this idea
those communities. in the media recently. | thank her very much for her support,

Why select Gawler? Itis only 15 minutes from one of ourbecause the people in my electorate certainly would appreci-
largest hospitals, the Lyell McEwin. Oh, but | forgot: it is a ate that service at least being trialled.
marginal Labor seat. What other reason exists for all the What have the people in my region done to upset the
others to miss out? Will the new Marj Mahal—and | say thatgovernment? Ever since the Rann Labor government came
respectfully—soak up the health dollars for the next 10 yearst® power in 2002 (5% years ago), this region has been
Will the cost remain at $1.7 billion? No way, given the absolutely starved of government funding for anything. When
government’s recent track record with its major projects thaone considers what the Barossa does for this state, it is a
have suffered such massive cost blow-outs. Instead of thdisgrace. It is one of South Australia’s greatest success stories
$1.7 billion, it could cost $2.7 billion. How can a small stateand is an economic powerhouse in the state, with lots of
like South Australia afford that for one hospital? Yes, | agreénvestment and jobs, and it receives accolades and positive
wholeheartedly with my leader and our party: renew thepublicity the world over. And what do we receive in return?
Royal Adelaide Hospital where it is, and retain its iconicl think we will have to rely on the federal government to get
name. That is no disrespect to our current gracious Governaround this logjam, and have directly funded federal projects.

Barossa Hospital was not even mentioned in the budget, The hardship to rural communities does not stop there.
but | was very pleased with and encouraged by MinisteCountry families rely on their motor cars much more than
Hill's answer yesterday. As the minister graciously said, ‘Itheir city cousins, even if it is only because of the lack of the
am prepared to be positive and to keep politics out of théransport options that | have just mentioned. So, what do we
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see in this budget? Increased motor vehicle registrations are Mr PEDERICK (Hammond): | rise today to speak on

up 4.5 per cent—three times the CPI. We now have théhe 2007-08 budget, which is provided for by this Appropri-
highest registration costs in Australia. On the other hand, wation Bill. The first item | would like to acknowledge is the
have the worst Australian regional transport network. It is apeech made by the member for Bright. Just when | thought
cost that country people can neither afford nor avoid. And wehe was warming up and getting through what | believed to
must not forget what the government is doing with all thisbe the first topic of her speech, she sat down. | found it
money: 300 people employed by Rann and his ministers iextraordinary that, for a whole six minutes, we learnt about
their offices, 84 more than the previous Liberal governmentbasic railway maintenance. However, it is good to see that the
which is an increase of 44 per cent. government is spending money in this area, on the Noarlunga

No speech being delivered today would be relevant unles@nd Belair lines. It reminds me of the days when | assisted
we mentioned our most serious problem, which is the lack owvith the Melbourne-Adelaide railway standardisation project
water and the dire prospects for the weeks and months aheadpout 13 years ago. | did about six weeks’ work on that to
The government has to stop using SA Water as a cash cof¢Pplement my income on the farm. It was a big operation
for its general revenue. By all means, collect the money, bugnd the railway staff worked with the casual staff very well.
it should be quarantined for water infrastructure—new pipes! his budget— _ _
new drains, stormwater recapture and recycling and a Mr Kenyon: Working on the railway! _
desalination plant. We have known for some time that we Mr PEDERICK: You will have your chance, if you
have a prob|em_ The previous Liberal water minister‘haven’t had it already. This bU.dget te”S us that it delivers a
delivered the paper on Waterproofing Adelaide, which spelétrong future for South Australians. During my speech | will
out the obvious problems that we faced. The governmentgddress that and list plenty of points where the government
own Thinker in Residence, Professor Cullen, highlighted ihas fallen down on the opportunity to govern South Australia
just three months ago, and again this week. But what has tH@to the future. It does not address the state’s most pressing
government done? There has been a lot of talk but no actiof€ed, and that is water. We need water as soon as possible
which is deplorable. We have been in a severe crisis for ovdfom sources other than the Murray. The Mount Bold 10-year
nine months, and the government has done nothing. It i€xpansion plan still requires water from the River Murray if
powerless, paralysed, mute, dumbfounded and totallif is ever going to be full and the plan realised. | believe
directionless. Most other drought-affected states have put ipolitics are being played with desalination. The Liberal Party
place plans to cover the problem. But what are we doing®a@me up with a policy months ago and put it up as a policy
Hoping for rain! The problem is that the government does noPriority, and the Labor Party candidate later claimed we were
look like coming to a consensus and putting into actionvorking on it all the time.

something—or anything—to protect a minimal supply of ~We have had the floating of the big balloon of a new
water for Adelaide. hospital and, on the government’s past record, you get the

What will happen if we get a blue-green algae outbreak atc€!ing that that big announcement was meant to divert
Mannum? How much water is in our reservoirs, and how lon ttention from some other .Iess. attractive fef?‘"“e? Four
will it last? Professor Cullen said 30 weeks. Then what will €9ional health centres offering improved services is good
happen? When did we last build, upgrade or extend Qews, butis it at the expense of other country hospitals? And
reservoir? When will we get the promised upgrade to Moun{¥ill they be able to provide a reasonable range of services
Bold—10 years? What do we drink in the meantime? Th ocally? Citi-centric attitude to public services is now in a
government is flat out promoting itself—such as funding?€W form, with local hospitals reduced to being bandaid
$120 000 earlier this year to have its tourism Websitjfntres and ambulance terminals. Try asking someone from

displayed on the shirts of Adelaide United players for thredVicLaren Vale to drive to Gawler for assistance, or from Port
oveprseyas matches Piay Adelaide to Murray Bridge, etc., past three hospitals en route.

) . . . Country hospitals are soon to become ambulance transit
| appreciate the assistance given to struggling farmers ;

way of the exceptional circumstances funding in this budgeﬁmher and choosin e :
g from fewer centres to participate in
because of the drought, but what about the stamp duty theyining " This is short-sighted. Then there is the cost of

will be charged when they have to increase their mortgages, ; -

; ansport to save money on service provision and adequate
atarate of $9OO for every $200 000 mortgage increase? Thecilities. What the government wants to save on these will
bottom line is that the government has to deliver more forth%e spent on transport, road and air

huge amount of money at its disposal in this budget. |y, ¢ repairing the state’s ageing infrastructure, and we
$12.1 billion. It is a lot of money. The government is doing have to remember we have not seen anything built in this
a top job of shielding the real picture from the people Ofgiqe or the last five years, and we have the Rann tram to
South Australia by its slick public relations spin teams—300,,ynere. But now we realise why it turned left into North
to the opposition’s eight. _ Terrace—because that is where the Marj Mahal is going, and
~ However, there will be a day of reckoning, as there alwayshat is no disrespect to Marjorie Jackson-Nelson: she is a
is, as it was for the previous Labor Bannon government: govely lady and a great Governor. If we make irrigators go
government in which Mr Rann was a senior minister. As lyithout water for food production, we will not have to spend
have said to members, we will all be judged on how Wemoney on replacing water mains, as long as we have enough
governed South Australia in the early 2000s. The governmemgr the Labor votes in the city. It will be more a case of crisis

backbenchers will wear it for their frontbench CO”eagUESmanagement than a p|anned program of maintenance and
who | do not think involve them in the decision-making ypgrade.

process. | wonder whether the member for Little Para (Lea The government says it is getting on with the job of

Stevens) knows what is happening. | certainly do not suppoecuring Adelaide’s water supply. What about the rest of the

the budget. state? It says it is committed to developing a waterproofing
Time expired. strategy for regional South Australia. It took a drought to get
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the government working on it and, since Premier Rann’$or Eyre Peninsula, which for too long has been reliant on the
statement last November that we are in a one in 1 000-yed&iver Murray.
drought, not one drop of extra water has found its way into  The government has been keen to make the point that it
the country—or into the city, for that matter. In fact, until a has to do full environmental studies for desalination, but
few days ago, country irrigators were asked to go withoutvhen it came to announcing the Wellington weir it just came
altogether. They have only just come up from zero allocationsut with it. Do not worry about the 30 000 people south of
to 1 per cent allocations, and there were plenty of people whvellington, do not worry about how it has affected their
were going to switch on their irrigation and wear the fine. mental health, and do not worry about the fact that they know
No doubt, the people of Clayton are pleased to hear thahey can survive through a drought, but they do not need the
at last a pipeline will be laid over the 15 kilometres neededhreat of a weir. It is time the government came out—
to supply them with mains water, and that is a great thing for The Hon. K.A. Maywald interjecting:
the Clayton district. They have had about six or seven private  Mr PEDERICK: That's good. It is time the government
irrigation systems; in fact, | was given the opportunity tofinally scotched this weir. It made a stuff-up when announ-
speak to the Public Works Committee this morning, and king it. It suggested a $20 million weir. It must have had a
thank SA Water for doing this because it is a great thing fosmall envelope when it was doing the numbers. The govern-
the Clayton community to move forward. There will be ament finally came out—
problem in the future, perhaps, with some of the delivery Mr Kenyon interjecting:
pipes—old asbestos pipes—but at the moment they say they Mr PEDERICK: Well, they should have turned it over
will get them through. This water will be delivered at their again. The government finally did some costings. The
front door: the river at their back door is threatened with aengineers were given the full documentation of what was
weir at Wellington. found in the 1930s and the 1960s, or whenever previous
Mr Foley talks about budget surpluses. They must comsurveys were done. Basically, it is too hard to build a
in handy for the major cost blow-outs we are getting used t@ermanent structure. It would be a $110 million structure and
seeing. We have seen around $600 million to $650 million oft would cost $25 million to pull it out. The government needs
road projects, all in the city—the Northern Expressway, twao quit this Stone Age technology while it is ahead. It will
underpasses on South Road, and other infrastructure—bldwave its monument: it will have the new hospital.
out to around $1 billion in round figures. I commend the government for allocating $54 million to
An honourable member interjecting: the program to deliver nine new filtration plants to
Mr PEDERICK: It is unbelievable. In regard to public 15 communities along the River Murray. That is a step in the
transport, understandably (according to the Labor Partyyjght direction. The Clayton pipeline to supply the town is a
most of the money will be spent in the city and suburbs wher&5 million project and it is fantastic for those people in my
the majority of the population lives. In his budget speectelectorate. | acknowledge that, under pressure, the govern-
Mr Foley mentioned spending $5.7 million on rural road ment found out it could lower the major pumping stations at
safety. That is $1.4 million a year. As far as regional transporiurray Bridge and Mannum by spending more than
and public transport are concerned, country people get arour®b million on the pumps below Lock 1 to enable water to get
13 to 14 times less subsidy than city commuters. through to Adelaide and other country areas. What we have
It is good to see $4 million in the budget to increase theo remember in relation to the Mount Bold announcement is
capacity of aerial firefighting, but who calls the shots wherthat there will be no extra water for Adelaide unless it comes
the men and women on the ground call for the support? | haieom the river. The government has done nothing to wean
seen two examples recently in my own area where, if aeriahdelaide off the Murray.
support had been called in on the morning straight after abig Some $14.1 million has been allocated over four years for
fire had flared up—air support brought in in daylight—it may road maintenance. That is about $3.5 million a year—and that
have even snuffed out those fires instead of burning thowvill not go far. | commend the government for the Keeping
sands of hectares more. There needs to be more mon@&hem Safe in Our Care project and building the new Murray
allocated so that planes can be launched first thing in thBridge Police Station—which is long overdue and which
morning. | have seen plenty of plane loads go into the middlevould have been necessary whether or not the prisons were
of national parks at $1 000 a load and dump water, and fabouilt there. There is $2.9 million over two years to commence
what reason? It is only when asset management comes inbwilding the new police station in 2009-10; so we could
question that they might bring out the planes. probably safely say that we will not see it until 2015. |
In regard to water supplies, SA Water has committeccommend the government for putting up this project, the total
$3 million for environmental studies to determine thecost of which is $9.5 million. | would like to think that it
feasibility of a desalination plant for Adelaide. | think that is includes courtroom facilities, as well, because they badly
a good thing. We do need to have proper environmentaieed an overhaul.
studies done. Members of the Liberal Party went over to As announced last year, whether or not we like it, the new
Perth and saw the plant over there. The intake pipe is onlyatala is coming to Mobilong and a new women'’s prison is
200 metres from the start of the desalination plant and thbeing built there, as well, at a cost of over $500 million,
outlet pipe goes out another 250 metres, letting the brinyncluding the other correctional facilities in Adelaide. There
water go back into the sea over that 250 metres. This watere significant resources for the state’s correctional system—
diffuses back to within seawater levels of salt withinand | am sure Murray Bridge will be part of this—including
50 metres. It is permanently monitored. | know we live on a$24.4 million for staffing requirements. There is also
gulf, but | think we could operate desalination quite success$3.5 million for security upgrades for prisons.
fully for Adelaide. We attended a briefing in the past day or The government has announced it will source 20 per cent
so with BHP, and it is looking at studies to place a desalinaef electricity requirements for government agencies from
tion plant off Port Bonython. Extensive studies are beinggreen power by 1 January 2008. This includes $331 000 in
done there to help with Olympic Dam’s water and some wate2007-08 to purchase 20 additional mini wind turbines for use
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on buildings to demonstrate the potential of this technology. Under Labor it is the country-city divide. Rural health

| think the government needs to go to Cape Jervis or Yorkservices have been stripped, regional infrastructure is in
Peninsula to see real wind farms and what can be done.decline, and our food producers, who were facing zero
think more of this technology needs to be used. allocations, are not facing much better than that at the

We need more ongoing community engagement anfoment. We are seeing public sector reform and the cutting
communication on water security and River Murray drough©f waste, but the budget says nothing about making govern-
issues. It is pleasing to see that irrigators have been givengent more efficient. It confirms that Labor has accidentally
1 per cent allocation. There needs to be constant monitoringcreased the size of the Public Service by more than 10 000
and scientific investigation into water quality and salinity of Employees, which would be costing the government around
the River Murray. In relation to the river, we need to manage?600 million annually, without explaining how that growth
the six icon sites, including Chowilla, the Lower Lakes, theWwill be antamed- ) .
Coorong and the Murray Mouth. We have been told there will Planning for an economic downturn and a changing
be drought relief measures for people paying NRM licencesglimate is just not happening. Diversification and resilience,
Obviously, NRM programs will have to be cut because thig?0th in economic and environmental terms, are essential for
money is not getting backed up by government funding. wéSouth Austr.alla’s'futyre. Th!s budget invests little—in fact,
have the Save the River Murray levy, which is used to fund/most nothing—in diversifying our energy sources. | do not
specific measures aimed at improving the long-term securityupport the bill.
and quality of South Australia’s water supply. | do not know o
what has happened: either we are not paying enough or itis 1 "€ Hon. SW. KEY (Ashford): Tonight in the debate

going in the wrong place. | have already mentioned the |ac§1b9ut the South Australian budget for t'he next financial year,
of water security. I wish to talk about the area of corrections. Over the years |

have had the opportunity to be involved with Offenders Aid

| want to 'speak apout the environment program. Theand Rehabilitation Service, and also a number of indigenous
government is spending $13.8 million throughout the stat risoners who have finished their term and are looking for

and $10.8 million of that program is the continuation of asse using and education. However, | have never really had the
_In_}?naglergeln;, aﬁﬁ’et rfepl&cement Zmd ]E:apltgl qlevel?pmelg portunity, until recently, to find out about the Department
eére 1S o.7 miflion for theé upgrade ot roads In nalional, - correctional Services, and | must pay tribute to the
parks across the state, and $1.3 million is for the upgrade inister—the Hon. Carmel Zollo in the other place—for
mfra_structure In visitor _faC|I|t|es_on the government farm making sure her committee has been educated in this area. |
precinct and_other bUIIdIng.S. | phlnk more money should b Iso commend her predecessor, the late Terry Roberts.
e o o s A& s TheGeparmet i made a e ofchanges,parcuar-
area chained around the edge. The government says roIIi(jﬁéover the last f|ye years, and | think that th(_ase changes or
is too dear—the young shootslwill still come through—but forms are partlcularly Important. When this government
that will take the effect of a crowning fire right out of the came |nto_off|ce, our correctional faC|I|t|_es and programs had
system. | acknowledge that there is an ongoing program uffgre_d eight years of neglect and, havmg_been through thpse
road im'provements in rural and remote areas Shstitutions, one thmg that.y(_)u never seeis a plaque. bearing
e S i : ~ the name of a Liberal minister who was responsible for
Education is a big item in the budget, and we are seeingringing new facilities on line. It is also worth remembering
WorkCover levies tearing our schools apart. Students in Myhat when we came into government we were the only
electorate attend 18 government schools, although not all gfystralian state, apart from Tasmania—which has a very
them.are in Hammond. From what | can see in the Easteﬁﬂlteresting pena| history_which did not offer any sex
Fleurieu—the five school campuses around Strathalbyn—gffender treatment programs in our prisons which, in my
$240 000 in funding will be lost by those campuses havingjiew, was a simply disgraceful state of affairs, and that has
to pay their own levies. | believe that the 18 schools that argeen corrected by the Rann Labor government.
servicing my area will have to find roughly $1 million, which  The good news for members in this house is that a sex
should be funded by the government. If the government wantsffender treatment program, called sex behaviour clinic
to priv.atis.e education, it should come out and do so insteagsBC), was piloted at Yatala Labour Prison and in the
of raping it. community in 2005. In January 2007, an additional prison-
This is a budget about debt, disappointment and delay. hased SBC program commenced at the Port Augusta prison.
avoids water infrastructure in the middle of our biggest wateSome 67 offenders have undertaken or are undertaking that
crisis. It gives up on public transport. There is disappointmenprogram. It would be known to everyone in this place, and
for families and for the aged, schools, small business, ancertainly in the public, that the Rann Labor government has
those most in need. The fees and charges being increaseansistently pursued a policy on law and order which, | am
include the emergency services levy, River Murray licencegold, has resulted in more criminals being locked up in our
natural resources management levies, supply charges fgaols. As a consequence of that, the preceding eight years of
water, River Murray levy, speeding fines and motor vehiclestagnation in our corrections system and the need for
registrations. These have all increased disproportionately tacreasing capacity led the government to announce the
the CPI. Major projects are years away and health careonstruction of several new prisons at Mobilong and Cavan
services are centralised, based on what is best for the budgedtiring last year’s budget.
not what is best for health. It will drive away from communi-  Funding was approved in that budget for the recruitment
ties those people who want to assist in hospital managememf consultants to assist in the development of tender docu-
Education budget cuts announced in previous years are stithients, and the government expects those new facilities to
being implemented. The new prisons are still around fiveeome on line in 2011. | will go through some of the funding
years away. Labor has deserted the mentally ill, the disablethat has gone into this area: $96 million will go towards a
teachers, nurses, doctors and families. 150-cell new women'’s prison to replace the existing 92-cell
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Adelaide Women'’s Prison—members in this house who have The department has been actively working to engage
not had the opportunity to visit the prison will not understandvictims of crime in a range of initiatives that have been
the need for a new facility; and $315 million will be spent onimplemented in this area. The Victims Services Unit main-
a 760-cell new men’s prison to replace the existing 341-cellains a confidential victim register that enables victims to
Yatala Labour Prison. The new women’s and men'’s prisonaccess specific information about prisoners whom they are
will be collocated adjacent to the existing Mobilong prisonregistered against—supported by section 18D of the Correc-
near Murray Bridge. We are talking about an investment ofional Services Act 1982. Registered victims are advised of
$411 million in total. An amount of $27 million will be spent a prisoner’s proposed participation in resocialisation pro-
on constructing a new pre-release centre, with 60 male, plugrams; whether they are being considered for home detention;
20 male-female cells to replace the existing 60-cell malesvhen they achieve low security classification; and upon the
only Adelaide Pre-release Centre, and it is likely to be sitegbrisoner’s release. Again | must say that, from experience in
at Cavan—$438 million in total. This will be the first female the electorate of Ashford, this has been very important
pre-release facility in South Australia. information. Registered victims may influence the conditions
In this budget, the government has provided an additionghat apply and the locations at which offenders are able to live
$3.4 million for 125 prison beds across the state. Security inr visit when released into the community to avoid any
our prisons has improved and there is an allocation for furthesiccidental contact.
security upgrades in this budget. Perhaps the greatest step The unit also assists in the coordination, assessment and
towards reducing crime both inside and outside the prisofacilitation of victim offender mediations. In addition, there
four walls has been the creation of a joint Department foiis a victim awareness program. The department offers this
Correctional Services and SAPOL investigations unit. Aprogram as one of the six core programs to offenders.
review of police correctional service investigation modelsAlthough all the department’s programs have a component
conducted during 2006 has resulted in an agreement betwefstusing on victim related issues, the program is specifically
SAPOL and the chief executive officer of the Department foraimed at raising awareness of the impact of crime generally.
Correctional Services to support the implementation of aThe program provides opportunity for offenders to acknow-
integrated correctional services investigation section. Thiedge the impact that their crime has on victims and also the
section will comprise six police officers and two correctionswider community. Over 450 victims of crime have chosen to
intelligence officers. The section will be responsible for:register with the department to receive its services and
investigation of criminal offences occurring within correc- support, and these numbers have steadily increased in recent
tional institutions or connected to the prison populationyyears. There were 380 registered victims in April 2005.
investigation of drug activity within and entering correctional Clearly, more victims are choosing to register and receive
institutions; investigation of escapes and coordination ofnformation.
returns and extraditions; investigation of deaths in correc- On behalf of our government and certainly the minister,
tional custody; and coordination of intelligence exchangé thank victims for doing that and give credit to the depart-
between agencies. ment for its efforts in this very difficult and sensitive area.
The development of an improved intelligence exchang&orrections is not the most glamorous of departments. It is
system will enhance the monitoring of violent and sexcertainly a well-known department but, unfortunately, many
offenders and the volume of crime offenders who may impacdf us, including me until recently, do not have a lot of
on community safety. The enhancements will complement thinformation about the great work that it is doing. | must say
creation of the Australian National Child Offender Registerthat, under the direction of the late minister, Terry Roberts,
and afford the provision of pre-release notification intelli-and now minister Carmel Zollo, | think that the reform that
gence packages to police local service areas. This is a realy happening is most impressive, and that is one of the
important national initiative and, having been involved in thereasons why | want to talk about this within the context of the
initiation of the register and South Australia being one thestate budget. | also pay tribute to the caucus members who
main initiators, | am pleased to say that it is very good to se@ave taken the area of corrections on as an area they wish to
that we now have this in place. Furthermore, the section willake sure that they make a contribution to.
approve existing partnership arrangements between police Bill read a second time.
and community correction officers in the management of
prisoners subject to an order of sanction upon release. Amore TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN (Minister for Agriculture,
coordinated and robust approach has the potential fdfood and Fisheries): | move:

identifying any breach and/or the reoffending by anindivid-  That this bill be referred to estimates committees.
ual, which has a direct benefit on support of crime reduction Motion carried

initiatives. . .
Finally, as the Attorney noted during question time yester- TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | moye. _ _ _
day, the Rann Labor government, unlike its predecessor, That a message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting that

- - - - e Minister for Police (Hon. Paul Holloway), the Minister for
serious about the interests and needs of the victims of crime. .- 5\ ment and Conservation (Hon. G.E. Gago), and the Minister

Unlike those opposite—and the Attorney reported the figurefor Emergency Services (Hon. Carmel Zollo), members of the
yesterday—we do not just pay lip service to this area: we egislative Council, be permitted to attend and give evidence before

implement policies and programs that benefit victims. | havéhe estimates committees of the House of Assembly on the Appropri-
to say as a local member that | have been very impressed wittion Bill.

the support that the different constituents whom | have Motion carried.

represented have had from the victims of crime staff. | puton TheHon. R.J. MCEWEN: | move:

the record my appreciation of the compassionate way in That the house note grievances.

which they have supported various constituents who have

come into our electorate office. | know that a number of other MrsPENFOLD (Flinders): One of the things that has
members in this place would also share in that appreciationmade our state great is the amount of voluntary work put into
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so much of our life and society. There has existed a strong We have been reliably advised that the cost to FAYS for this first
ethic that we help our neighbours and those less fortunatear of ownership of our village (capital and operating) will be

; e 5.1 million. This is 700 per cent more than it would have cost SOS
than ourselves or those going through a difficult patch, foiﬁﬁ the same year! Or, expressed another way, if FAYS had given us

whatever reason. It has been reinforced by the great Augne whole of our annual operational funding to run the village in that
tralian culture of mateship. There is no way that any governyear, they would have saved the taxpayer $4.35 million, as well as
ment can pay for all this voluntary work. However, | well keeping 25 South Australians in their jobs and the children in their
remember one union official, who was standing for statédUpﬁort.'Vel and hé"ppy v&llagle _co:nmunlty. What a price to pay for
arliament in 1993, saying at a meeting in Port Lincoln (|f'declogical agendas and po ltical correctness! .

pa bi h doi ' h bei id for. - | The reason SOS handed back this village to the state is not, as the
ajob is worth doing, it is worth being paid for.” In regional yon_ jay Weatherill stated on ABC last week, | believe, that it could
Australia our very survival depends on the volunteers, ando longer cover the cost of that village. It was because of the
this statement was a shock to me and everyone presentrelquirements that the state put on that village to remain operational.
doubt whether any one of us had ever thought that the worg 2L SSER, 500 PRI AE0 28 218 ey B O e
we all did for our communities should or ever would be paid mployed by SOS. 4 9

for, but that it was worth doing despite this we never doubte(?

for a moment. However, perhaps this attitude helps to explaifr@rers were put on contracts where they had to be paid time-
why this Labor government budgeted for 1971 pubncand-a-half and double time rather than the $40 000 flat rate
servants but has actually employed 12 065 since it came {92t they were quite happy to receive from SOS as payment

office. This has to be in the vicinity of an extra $1 billion in t0 be stay-at-home mothers. They were also told that cooking
unexpected wages costs to taxpayers. meals for these children was not within their carer’s job

The Labor way of doing things leads to enormous.?.ezcnptlon’so catered food was brought in for the children.

bureaucracies that siphon off funding so that the supposq
actual recipients of assistance become beggars in their own,
society. Non-government organisations have strict accountin
laws they have to comply with. Government agencies are nal
as accountable as NGOs are required to be. Governmeg d move it herself. The state had to bring in furniture

agencies are focused on obeying and/or appeasing thell ., Jjists o move a single bed from one bedroom to
superiors, especially the minister. Programs that succeed st Nother These are the reasons SOS could no longer sustain

with the needs of the individuals or group. This governmen anagement of that village. It was not because it was not a

ngCI":]isrﬁztl’oart]i(;Al{]ho controls the money and property and %Rell thought out, well funded operation, but because the

) ) ) state—and, as SOS put it, unionism at its worst—affected its

Today, | had lunch with the Hon. Ann Bressington, who apility to operate and deliver the services it had been
told an amazing story that illustrates the points | am trying tqyroviding for a very long time on a worldwide basis.

make. It related to the SOS villages. She is reported to have \yqg be fair for the average reasonable citizen to ask

said that a classic situation was the takeover of the SOR,\\ this could happen and how this could be considered
village for children in foster care at Seaford Rise. Althoughgq,nd financial and moral management of an ever-increasing

the minister for Families SA publicly takes the stand tha oblem, given that we hear of children being kept in motels
SOS handed back the villages to the state, the director Q4 hed and breakfast establishments because there is

SOS, Mr Ellis Wayland, and the SOS mothers, tell a very, o yhere else for them to live. Indeed, by now, the SOS
different story. The long and the short of it is that, while Sos\/illage organisation would have been prepared to fund yet a

8second village in South Australia to cope with the demand
o > M3nd to work with Families SA to provide care and support for
$750 000 a year to run the facility at Seaford Rise. It COS}hese damaged children. But, no, we are the only state that
taxpayers absolutely nothing at all. will not allow such a service to operate freely. It is interesting
Once the government took over this village, it wasto note also that SOS took its concerns to the international
estimated to cost taxpayers about $5.1 million per annum. Tgibunal, which ruled against its not having to unionise. This
me, that has to be one of the biggest puzzles of all time. SOS the sort of expenditure of government moneys that causes
is an organisation found in 132 countries around the worldme grave concern when we know that there are children out
It is accredited by the World Health Organisation and thethere who could be living in homes and being cared for at no
United Nations, and it is known for the level of care, thecost to this state whatsoever. We hear that we have a shortage
family values and the family environment it offers to children of foster carers, yet there was a not-for-profit organisation
within its care. Ms Bressington had a newsletter that outlinegrepared to wear the cost of caring for children and providing
the takeover of the SOS village and picked out points thaghem with the love, structure and stability that every child
were relevant to this government’s spending. It stated how eeds. The story sounds disturbingly familiar.
now actually costs the taxpayer more money but there are of even greater concern is the lumping together of all
diminished services to vulnerable children. The sale of thgamjlies and individuals who have a disability. The services
village homes, on a walk-in walk-out basis, achieved gequired by a paraplegic are vastly different from those
surplus of some $1.3 million over the initial cost. However, required by a mildly intellectually disabled person. Bureau-
the newsletter states: cracy is not noted for its ability to accommodate differences.
Financial services are not, however, our mission. Our mission id his is not the way to achieve outcomes, let alone positive
to provide children under state protection and guardianship with anutcomes, for the disabled. The first step in solving a problem
alternative to state institutional and bureaucratic care—to providgs tg define the problem and to clearly identify the needs.

them with a ‘mother’ and a secure, normal family home and to give~,; . -
them a chance to enjoy a happy and caring family environment Segllent-focused services produce results. That is where

they come to terms with their past traumas and face their future wit§overnment effort, expenditure and decision-making should
hope. be directed. The Hon. Ann Bressington told me that the

y were also told that, as part of their carer’s agreement,
as not suitable for them to do the housework, so cleaners
re brought in. | heard that one of these parents wanted a
ngle bed moved from one room to another. Under her
rer's contract, she was not allowed to pull down the bed
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money we allocate is the people’s money and it is our dutyerm, we have the new Margaret Tobin Centre at Flinders
to spend it to the best advantage of the people. | know that wigledical Centre, with 40 adult mental health beds. We have
can do better and that we have the political will and the focusa new centre at the Repat General Hospital, with 30 mental
We have seen and heard the discontent of our constituentealth beds. We have had more than $19.9 million for an
and the hardships they face, and we require our system tmlditional 56 mental health workers to support GPs and
provide the best outcomes. The government services availakileerapy for children and young people. We have employed
to people with a disability have to be families caring for asalmost 100 additional mental health workers across the
many of these people as possible and it has to be a topic ef/stem as a result of a $10 million investment in late 2005.
dissent for years. It was one of the policy areas at the lase put a $25 million allocation into the non-government
state election where this government made promises thaector to start the setting up of services in terms of
things would improve. community-based support and rehabilitation which, by the
Mr Robbi Williams is the Chief Executive Officer of the Way, was an area in South Australia where we really had
Julia Farr Association, a non-government agency working ofllen so far behind the rest of the country.
disability issues. The association continues with the work that  That was only last term. Now we have stepped it up again.
was being done by the Julia Farr Services and he spoke of tHée Social Inclusion Unit, led by Monsignor Cappo, did an
changes to the delivery of services to the disabled in an articlextensive consultation and planning exercise in terms of
in The Advertiser on 1 June 2007 as follows: taking the mental health reform process in South Australia
Almost one year on from reform, it appears that there is stillfurtherf In February .2007’ another. $43.6 million _was
much work to complete the arrangements and tell people what th@ommitted for the next five years. Thatincludes the building
plans are. This means an anxious waiting game for people with af intermediate care facilities and recovery centres, which

disability and their families, for several reasons. First, it is knownwas done in conjunction with the federal government. It

that South Australia is not a high performer across Australia i ; ; ; ; ;
disability funding, and there are no signals about when this migr:pmv'ded more funding to community services with access to

change. Second, the costs of the substantial restructure across fffvices for about 800 people with chronic and complex
department may have created additional financial challenges. Thigeeds, and it provided nearly $2 million to place eight mental

means its own services may have first call on any new funds thdfealth nurse practitioners in regional areas over the next four

become available. The present reforms appear to have their focus gaars. Now finally, in this budget there is a further
formal chain of command issues, and the relationship betwee; o !
structure and efficiency. This approach tends to reduce people witho0-2 Million, including an enormous amount of money to go

a disability to the status of technical problems to be solved, and calfito the non-government sector not only to cover the services
result in people being treated like objects or commodities. If thesget up by the initial $25 million grant, but to extend them
(lome e nuncl about impiovenerts o people i Sight ihroughout ourcommniy
must bg’authentically wovgn iﬁto the new arranygements. That has been a tremendous effort, which has resqlted
) ] from the government working very hard and actually putting
Time expired. its money where its mouth is. The government has not just
. . . said that mental health is a problem, which is what happened
TheHon. L. STEVENS (Little Para): | rise tonight to iy the nineties: it has actually done something about it. People
talk about mental health services and to say how pleased | agj|| see right across our state, over the next year or two, these
to see the very significant investment that has now come tge\y services rolling out. | am particularly pleased that in my
pass over the past six or so years in terms of mental healgyn electorate to be—once the boundaries are changed—I
services in our state. | congratulate the government, thgi have a recovery centre built. Last week | had the pleasure
current minister, the Hon. Gail Gago, the chair of the Sociahf peing taken to see the new recovery centre in Lurline
Inclusion Board, Monsignor David Cappo, and all of thesyreet, Mile End. Itis a fantastic facility. Itis in the electorate
people who have served on the board and in the Socigf the member for West Torrens, and he must be so proud of
Inclusion Unit who have had a part in this and, modestly lyhat has been achieved in his electorate for people with
congratulate myself for my partin the first stage of that in thgnental illness.
last term of government. | was pleased, because when | was minister | purchased
I have been interested in mental health ever since | cam@at property from Ashford Hospital. The hospital was
into this place and, certainly as the shadow minister fokacating it because it was moving services, and they had this
health, |1 became acutely aware of the suffering and th@roperty which they sold to us for a good price. With over
appalling lack of services and fragmentation of services that1 million—I do not know the exact amount—it has been
existed here in South Australia. That was brought home to mgpgraded to a superb facility. It looks like a set of apartments.
by many discussions and visits as well as through policyrhe old building, with its wide verandas painted blue, has
development with a whole range of stakeholders. It was alseream walls, and it is a beautiful facility. It is now being
absolutely clear through the national mental health reportgiled with people who are very close to finally returning to
that would come down on a yearly basis that showed thgving independently but requiring support and help for about
appalling lack of services in South Australia. In fact, we hadthree to six months. There are 20 beds in that facility.
over the time of the last Liberal government, a real stagnation As | said, | am so glad that one will be built at Elizabeth
in effort to remedy the situation. In 2000, a report by PeteEast. There is also one being constructed at Noarlunga. | am
Brennan was scathing in its assessment of the mental healdoking forward to the first sod being turned at Elizabeth
system that existed and in the way it had gone down over theast, and | think that that will be within a few weeks time.
last decade. Thankfully, it has now been reversed. Peopigongratulations to everybody concerned. The centre in
with a mental illness have significant human rights issues.urline Street, Mile End, was the first of these recovery
which means that they are some of the most vulnerablgentres and, as always, there is some community unrest about
people in our community. anything to do with mental illness. That just shows the
Since coming to office, the Rann government has injectethcredible amount of fear and prejudice that people with
millions of dollars. As a result of the efforts made in the firstmental illness have to live with. That project was handled
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very well, and | want to commend John Trainer, the local Representatives of three of the small schools have
mayor, who gave it his whole support, and also his councileontacted me and said they are worried that they will lose
lors. We were able to work through the issues, and ministetheir small school grant. | do not believe that is the case, but
Gago continued that with her staff. Monsignor Cappo wenhave they put it in writing to me. The parents, who are very
there and had a public meeting. We will continue to workfocused on fundraising, are wondering why their efforts now
through those issues, and | know that this facility will be ahave to go into supporting recurrent expenditure costs instead
success. Again, congratulations to everybody involved.  of ensuring that they have better facilities for their children.
There is still more work to be done. Obviously, we still They want the money that they raise to go to the children, not
need to look at the forensic situation, and we need to look gpwards helping the government to balance its budget.
some more secure rehabilitation facilities. We also need an It would be a surprise to me if members opposite were not
amended, updated and revamped mental health act, whicledncerned about this. Schools are something that we all have
know will come forward. | think we can at last say that Southin our electorates, and it is certainly an issue that will cause
Australia is not languishing at the bottom of the heap in termst backlash. When they go doorknocking and speak to people
of metal health services as it has done for so long in the past their communities, all of them will talk about the fact that
It has required a committed effort by a whole lot of people the decision the government has made in regard to schools is
but we are getting there. We must never forget that one ia disgrace, and they will be putting pressure on the minister
five people suffers from a mental health problem. If weand the Treasurer to try to change it. | acknowledge, however,
ourselves do not have a mental health problem at some statf@t the budget includes an allocation for one of my schools—
during our life, it will be someone in our family or in our the Kadina Primary School—which, again, is a very good
friendship group. It is amongst us, we need to deal with itschool. It will receive $1.8 million for a project that is to be
and we need to provide a whole range of services to successsmpleted by December 2008, with $1 million of that
fully enable people to recover and to go on and function irf51.8 million dollars being spent in the next financial year.
our community. | am still waiting on an announcement in regard to
aquatics programs. Thatis an issue that we have highlighted
Mr GRIFFITHS (Goyder): | wish to focus on a few for the last nine months, since the previous budget was
issues that are occurring across my electorate. | understabdought down. | spoke to the minister today and impressed
that trying to determine a budget is very much about lookingipon her the fact that the Port Vincent Aquatics Centre,
at many competing priorities and then trying to make suravhich is in my electorate, still does not know what is going
that funds are available for all of them. I know that it is a nearon. It closed down for the winter recess three weeks ago, but
impossible task. Let us hope that very soon | will have thd had one of the staff members on the phone to me today
opportunity to be part of a team that will be doing that. saying, ‘We've got schools booked in for the third term.
With respect to education, | wish to highlight a letter thatWhat is happening? Are we able to continue with that
| received from the Moonta Area School, which is a greatbooking, or do we have to tell them that aquatics programs
school, within the Goyder electorate. It has published a letteno longer exist?’
in the Yorke Peninsula Country Times and has also written The 11 aquatics centres across South Australia deserve
to the minister. The school is very concerned about the recebetter than that. They want to know what is going on. The
announcements. | wish to quote from a letter from Mr Travisgovernment has said that, if it does pursue the closure of the
Skipworth, the chairperson of the governing council. Theaquatics programs or the revision of them from 11 centres
letter is addressed to the Hon. Jane Lomax-Smith, and @own to three, it will save only $2 million. The children who
states: attend those facilities are worth more than that. The life skills
I am writing on behalf of the Moonta Area School Governing that they learn from those programs are worth more than that.
Council to express my deep concern to the proposed cuts to ol has been proven that drownings in South Australia have
school’s operational budget in 2008. In particular these cuts wildecreased, and | think that the investment being made in the

mpﬁct upon: b aquatics programs is contributing towards that.
Alfgrtr?;'t?\/% l;gt%@g;ss development With respect to exceptional circumstances funding, |
Delivery of Youth Opportunities acknowledge that the government is contributing towards
Provision of technologies to support learning and collaboratiorfhat, as are our federal colleagues, and | believe that the
between schools minister has supported every exceptional circumstances
Strategies to address learning difficulties application that has been submitted by regions throughout the

Our capacity to develop and upgrade our physical resources. state That is very commendable. Being a regional person, he

Our members would like you to explain why the parents of this ep : P
school should pay for the inability of the government to financiallyundersr"jlrlds the difficulties for regional communities and, no

manage and resource WorkCover efficiently. We would also like tloubt, has pushed quite hard for this. However, itis important
know why the school is to be denied the opportunity to use thdhat that support continues, because the individual farmers

interest accrued after the prudential management of our funds. Wend the businesses in those communities will struggle equally

have conscientiously saved our funds over time to upgrade faciliti i ;
and equipment, so is it now the direct intention of the govemmeﬁﬁ) emerge from the effects of the drought. Living through it

to purposely run down the facilities of our school? These proposetf hard enough, but trying to trade their way out of the
cuts not only undermine the model of Local Governance and ougélepression they have experienced for three out of the last five

capacity to financially manage this school but also our ability toyears, and the difficulties attached to trying to make an honest
work towards our vision for Moonta Area School. dollar in the farming sector over the last few years, will mean

| attended the school’s presentation function in December laghat they need more support from us.

year, and they are a wonderful bunch of children from | want to talk briefly about roads. | note that the govern-
reception through to year 12. However, Moonta Area Schoament has committed money in the budget towards things such
is symptomatic of all the schools in my electorate that haves rural freight improvements, rural road safety (with rest
been contacting me because they are very concerned abautas being worked on) and overtaking lanes to the tune of
how the announcements in the budget will affect them.  about $4 million in the next financial year. Road maintenance
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is a real worry to me. There is only $14.1 million over four will have 150 homes built. On the Adelaide Plains there are
years, which is $3.5 million per year. That is only a fractiongreat opportunities for chicken farm development, and the
of what is needed. With respect to flood damage, | note tharimo abattoir rebuild and, hopefully, expansion. The
some support has come through, with $23.5 million goingMinister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries certainly
into the Outback areas roads. However, they are statenderstands the importance of those developments in the
responsibilities, anyhow, and $5 million came from the LocalGoyder area, and | trust that his support will always be there,
Government Disaster Fund to assist with respect to the roads it has been with the efforts that have gone into rebuilding
in council areas that were damaged by the floods earlier thigfter the fire.
year. However, overall, itis still not good enough. As part of  For all that, water is a critical factor for us. We need to get
our election campaign, we were calling for a $200 millionmore water into the electorate. It comes from a source that we
injection into road maintenance. That has not materialisedall know, the River Murray, but let us make sure that we have
The RAA supported our call, but it has not materialised.scope for expansion of my region. The Adelaide Plains-Yorke
More needs to be done in that area. Peninsula region is a wonderful part of South Australia and
It has been suggested to me that this is an opportune timeneeds a lot more going for it. By nature, | try to be a
to talk little more about schools. | agree with that, because positive person and look at where there are good things, but
am continually told by the minister, whenever we askmy dilemma is that much more needs to occur—not just for
guestions during question time, that something like 37 peGoyder but across all South Australia. The challenge for the
cent more is being devoted by this Rann government towardgovernment will be to correct that in future years.
education. Frankly, that argument does not hold water any Time expired.
more, because the schools that | am talking to and the schools
that are talking to all the shadow ministers have said that they Mr PISONI (Unley): | would like to spend some time
are sick of the fact that suddenly they are being forced to pagtiscussing the implication of the budget for my electorate of
a 1 per cent levy for WorkCover, in addition to paying for theUnley. As we know, the devil is always in the detail of
first four weeks of a claim and the four weeks of the replacebudgets, and this budget is certainly a budget of debt,

ment teacher and staff member. disappointment and delay for the people of Unley. It will be
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: felt by all households and businesses in my seat of Unley.
Mr GRIFFITHS: They are completely new issues that The average Unley household faces higher charges to register

| am raising. their car. If they leave that at home, they will find increased
The Hon. R.J. McEwen interjecting: bus fares, on top of last year’s increases, and a government

Mr GRIFFITHS: Never. The possibility is that this might intent on delivering them the insecurity of a growing debt.
cost individual schools up to $10 000 for every WorkCoverfor the residents of Unley those State Bank alarm bells are
claim. Also, they are being told that suddenly they are up foringing again. My constituents are well informed. They know
a 25 per cent cut in the funding available to them for watethat the rivers of gold and buckets of cash have been flowing
and electricity. | hope that schools will express themselveto this state Labor government through the GST, the property
and parents will express themselves, and the minister arfibom and all the state-based taxes they were supposed to get
members opposite will receive a lot of information about this fid of in exchange for the GST but have kept in place. They
because | know we are. We are putting up a fight for themare looking around them and asking, ‘Where has all the
Let’s hope that people at the ballot box on 20 March 2010noney gone?’ We keep hearing about more money for this

change their minds. and more money for that, but what the people of Unley are
Mr Williams: They will know. interested in is outcomes.
Mr GRIFFITHS: They will know. In regard to health, In my seat of Unley we see disappointment at the failure

| want to talk briefly about what is happening in Goyder. 1to upgrade infrastructure and the continuing delay in imple-
note that the only money | can see is some money that hasenting identified and long-needed improvements, such as
been provided for hot water services at the Wallaroothe Unley Road upgrade. | survey new constituents when they
Maitland and Minlaton hospitals. In recognition of the factcome into Unley. When asked about the tram extension, it
that the government has decided to put a focus on Poturns out that 90 per cent are against the project. Unley people
Lincoln, Whyalla, Berri and Mount Gambier when it comeswould rather some of the $31 million was spent to fix run-
to regional health, | want to try to impress upon the governdown infrastructure and public transport that they need and
ment that there are 416 000 people who live in the regions—will use. There are none of minister Conlon’s infamous
27 per cent of South Australia’s population. They deserve amfrastructure blow-outs in Unley, for the simple reason that
equal share when it comes to the provision of health servicethere are no infrastructure projects happening in Unley.
At the moment they are not getting it, and this budget isHouseholders and businesses are regularly inconvenienced
espousing something that will slaughter them even more. by bursting pipes in Unley streets. It is inconvenient for
However, there are some great opportunities happeningouseholders and costly for interrupted businesses. Just last
in our area. Wakefield Waters development at Portveek, Park Street had the fourth of its major bursts in six
Wakefield, with 3 000 allotments, has major project statusnonths, two of them just a day apart, and that was in the very
declaration. | certainly hope that goes through the process amgeek of the budget. Each time the hotels and restaurants on
gets up soon, because it will be fantastic for the Adelaid&ing William Road cannot operate, they lose money. Water
Plains region. There is The Dunes development at Pogupply charges are up 7 per cent but the pipes that carry the
Hughes, and Greg Norman (the Great White Shark) will bevater are continually bursting, while SA Water returns record
there on Saturday. | believe that the Treasurer and the Leadgrofits to the government in dividends. SA Water has
of the Opposition will also be in attendance. Retiremendistributed $1.6 billion of dividends to this governmentin six
living has become a focus in our area as well. There is thgears.
Copper Coast Lifestyle Village at Moonta with 75 homes, Despite Transport SA, the City of Unley, Planning SA and
and a new development which has started at Kadina whicthe Unley Road Traders Association finalising community
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consultation on the upgrade and the pre-planned work goingesterday that that decision will be overturned by a Liberal
into the Transport SA estimates for 2003-04, the Unley Roadovernment.
upgrade fell off the radar when Labor came to power in 2002. Constituents in my electorate are on long-term WorkCover
So we had a situation where there was a combined agreemastdims and are not able to return to work, due to inadequate
through all stakeholders using Unley Road—the commuterslaims management and poor rehabilitation processes. They
the traders, the residents, the council and the communitgre not able to be paid a lump sum payout or leave the
groups—favouring the cheaper of the three models that wergystem. One of my constituents has been on the system for
put forward after the consultation process to upgrade Unlexine years and is frustrated with not being able to be rehabili-
Road to make it safer and still keep the village atmosphergated or moved on, simply because of a lack of interest in his
that makes it a very attractive place to visit and live. Despitecondition. He is condemned to drift in limbo in a dysfunction-
all that, the government decided to pull the funding and weal system which is overseen by a complicit minister who is
still have no idea when the upgrade of Unley Road willnot willing to address the problems or confront the unions.
happen. Unley and its strip shopping areas, such as King William
Despite the cost savings and convenience of upgrading ig0ad, Unley Road, Goodwood Road and Glen Osmond Road,
conjunction with powerline undergrounding, which has sincé2'® hubs for business, small businesses in particular. Relief
been completed by the council, we still have no improvemenfor Small business is long overdue and would be welcomed
in the infrastructure on Unley Road. But, thankfully, thein Unley, but there is little in this budget for my business
Howard government has allocated funds from the AusLinkconstituents. The payroll tax threshold is still the lowest in
Black Spot program to improve safety for the notoriousAustralia, restricting their growth and causing many to avoid

Unley Road/Young Street intersection and other black spot@MPploying extra staff. A bakery owner contacted me just a
on Goodwood Road. few weeks ago. They are very frustrated at the fact that after

uying a third shop and setting up a third bakery, with a
ombination of full-time and part-time staff they have been
it by the payroll tax threshold levy. They are now reconsid-

Unley Road and its community continue to be overlookeoE
by this government. The schools of Unley continue toy,

struggle with smaller classrooms. Many of the schools in m fing their options. Are they really in the business of

electorate are old and they are on small areas of Ia_n xpanding their business? They are thinking seriously about
Representatives from Goodwood P(lmary School were te”'ng\/hat to do—whether to hold onto the shop (which is
me the other day that they are having difficulty keeping the,,,qinaly profitable) and sack the staff or continue on and

kids active because of the small amount of land it hasy,,,e they can get through to the next round of consideration
Representatives from Parkside Primary School have told mg - adjustments in the payroll tax levy.

that they are using three classrooms which are under

built they are much bigge.r than that. We are seeing disadv"’"&'way of providing for their future. The government is now

h ; . e&nﬂlecting 75 per cent more in land tax than when it came to
is a lot of parental input, where parents contribute MmoneY,ico \ne are seeing people who planned for their future
They have fundraisers and they are very active on governin Lnished for doing so
councils, but they are being punished by this government. Time expired '

The schools in my electorate now have to find hundreds of

thousands of dollars a year to top up workers compensation 1 WiLLIAM S(MacKillop): I understand that there is
payments for teachers and pay part of the wages of teacherg, opportunity for one of our members to speak for

An interesting story has been told to me about somethin§0 minutes: | also understand that will not be me. For the
that happened at the Unley Primary School governing councbenefit of the house, | point out that | will have to disappoint
meeting a couple of months ago. The headmaster was offeredy colleagues and that | will contribute for only about
an extra allocation of a teacher. Of course, being the keen arid) minutes. | took the opportunity in my response to the
successful headmaster that he is, he said, ‘We will takbudget to talk about a couple of things pertaining to my
another teacher. What's the catch?’ The catch was that thehadow portfolios. There were some about which | did not get
teacher was on WorkCover. He thought that the school coulthe opportunity to speak. Unfortunately, the Minister for
work with that, but then he was hit with the bill for taking on Agriculture, Food and Fisheries is leaving. | know it is
the teacher on WorkCover. It is unbelievable. The schootliscourteous, as well as out of order, to note that a member
council was furious about that situation; they had beerns out of the house but, in relation to agriculture, the farmers
conned. The department offloaded its responsibility for thiof South Australia are going through a most difficult time at
worker’s rehabilitation and handed it to the parents of Unleypresent due to the drought in South Australia over the past
Primary School. In the end the parents of Unley Primaryyear. Services provided by the state of South Australia were
School are the ones who will pay this WorkCover cost, aseverely diminished some 15 years ago in the wake of the
will the parents of other primary schools in my electorate collapse of the State Bank and other financial messes left by
They will be paying for it; it will come out of their pockets a former Labor government. All services were severely
in either higher school fees or more fundraising eventscurtailed. The one service in South Australia which has not
Instead of fundraising events paying for extras for thebeen rebuilt since those days is Primary Industries and
school—the pleasant things we like to see in schools such &esources SA. That is one of the very few agencies of
extra computers, sporting and playground equipment andovernment which has not been rebuilt and which continues
rebituminising of basketball courts—we will be seeingto deliver service at a rate that was necessitated by the
fundraising to pay WorkCover levies. It is an absolutecollapse of the State Bank. As | have said, it has not been
disgrace. | was pleased to hear our leader tell the hougebuilt.
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It is a great pity that at this particular time when theinfrastructure in our schools is a disgrace. Millicent High
farming community is suffering so much and needs evengchool will at last be able to upgrade a number of its facilities
little bit of help it can get—and also considering the largessand get rid of buildings which were probably unsuitable for
of revenue that has flowed into the state coffers in recerteaching students 10, 15, 20 years ago, redevelop other areas
years—the government has not seen fit to rebuild thef the school and put their students into a fine learning
Department of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries to provide thenvironment. That is long overdue.
sort of services that used to flow to the people in that sector, On my best reading of the budget, that is the only school
and to help rebuild and ensure that our farming communityn my electorate which has any significant capital funding. |
and our farmers are at the cutting edge. As | have ofteshall tell the house a little story about one of the other schools
argued, the problem we have is that a lot of the work and than Millicent—the Millicent North Primary School—which a
flow of information now picked up by the farming sector little over 12 months ago received some $600 000 to
comes from private enterprise and, of course, it is not the fai§700 000. The local paper questioned my federal colleague,
independent, full and frank information that our farmersthe Hon. Patrick Secker, a member of the federal parliament,
should be receiving. as to why he put out a press release about this $600 000 to

I would like to spend a little time talking about the impact $700 000 grant to the Millicent North Primary School as it
of the budget on my particular electorate, as | note that &ad already been announced no fewer than three times by the
number of my colleagues have done in respect of theistate government. It turned out that all that money actually
electorates. Of course, the two great impacts of this budgetame from the commonwealth government—it was common-
are in the areas of health and education. As | think | saidvealth funding—but it only came to the attention of our local
yesterday, | thought that this budget would be a definingommunity when the federal member finally made the
moment for this government; a moment when the governmergnnouncement about the money as it was actually flowing
could have taken a major step in rebuilding South Australiaand the works were being done. That is what is happening in
to get it punching at or above its weight. Unfortunately forour schools: the commonwealth government is putting large
South Australians, that just has not happened, and we aegmounts of money into state education to cover the lack of
about to live the reality of mismanagement on a gross scalexpenditure by the state government, and the state govern-
That is impacting principally on health and education. ment is claiming credit for it.

| know my colleague the shadow Minister for Education | move now to health and indicate that in my electorate |
will take the opportunity to address some education matterisave a number of hospitals of varying sizes; from quite small
pertaining to his electorate in a few minutes. However, camospitals—such as Penola and Kingston—to relatively
| say that in my electorate there are about 29 public schoolsizeable hospitals serving communities in Millicent,
and two private schools. By and large, the public schools araracoorte and Bordertown. The Naracoorte Hospital
serviced—as all country schools are—by relatively youngeceived a significant contribution to capital works this year,
teachers. The nature of the teaching profession is such thamounting to about $1.5 million. However, that money will
to getinto the Education Department as a permanent teachetierely keep the doors open; the infrastructure of that hospital
quite often a young teacher is obliged to accept a posting iis in such a state that it is barely able to keep the doors open.
a country area. Therefore, | think the relative numbers off you saw the boiler that operates the hot water system and
young and inexperienced teachers in country schools fasrovides hot water throughout the hospital, including the
outweigh the percentage that you find in city schools, so thaheatre suites, you would not believe that it could do so. You
is one disadvantage that country students face in the firstould not believe that, in a modern society such as we
place. | have a number of schools in small and relativelsupposedly enjoy here in South Australia, this boiler could
isolated communities, and one of the issues we have is that providing hot water to an essential service; to an accident
the department, in its wisdom, has been selling publi@mergency department in a public hospital
housing. There is now a number of communities where the It is outrageous that a hospital like Naracoorte can go on
government used to own what was known as teacher housingperating from year to year not knowing when it will have to
and now they have sold those houses. shut its doors because the infrastructure will literally collapse.

We have schools in my electorate that advertise folThe reality is the lack of funding in our health system. We
specialist teachers in maths, science—a whole range @fear that $34 million (I think) is going towards building up
disciplines—but cannot attract teachers because there is Bervices in four regional centres. All that money is coming
housing. | have one school in particular where the principabut of the regional health budget and will impact greatly on
of the school has had to take in other teachers coming into hetie way we deliver services to country people, who already
school as boarders in her own home to ensure that she got tbeffer from lower health outcomes than their city counter-
staff that the school required. | think that it is outrageous thaparts. Again, it is outrageous that we have a government,
a state government could contemplate delivering educatioknowing full well that country people have a lower health
services under those circumstances. outcome statistic than their city counterparts, that would then

I was delighted to see that the Millicent High School—thecut it even further. The Minister for Health puts his hand up
school that | attended for my secondary education—was tand says that he is doing wonderful things for country health:
receive a substantial amount of funding—$3.3 million—overit is another outrage.
three years. However, it has taken a very long time for that
money to come through. That school—probably like the Mr HANNA (Mitchell): Before we pass the state budget
majority of the schools in my electorate—is desperate fothis year, | have the opportunity to say a few words on any
capital works funding. The amount of capital works fundingsubject, and | cannot think of a more important subject than
that has flowed into schools in general, | would suggest—butuicide—suicide prevention and post-vention. Many members
certainly into schools in my electorate—has been abysmallywould not be so familiar with the term ‘post-vention’. It
low and, considering again the largesse of revenue flowingieans after the act and it refers to care for those who are left
into the state Treasury, it is a disgrace. The standard of tHeehind after a suicide. | had the intensely emotional experi-
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ence of dealing with a number of families in my electoratethe solution is to encourage teachers to undertake suicide
over a period of about six months who had been in thigprevention training before they can register to teach. There
situation where they had lost an adult son to suicide. It wags a program called applied suicide intervention skills
quite extraordinary that | had so many instances in such #@aining. It costs $220 for a two-day course. It could be taught
short space of time. | found that, in each case, families hath conjunction with first aid. It seems to me that teachers
problems not just coping emotionally but they had problemsparticularly who deal with so many young people at risk
with government agencies. They had problems waitingvould benefit from such training. But there is also
18 months to get a Coroner’s report. community training. The Hon. John Dawkins in another place
They had problems also from police who did not com-has highlighted the work of CORES, a community education
municate as well as they might have following the suicideproject which encourages people to look out for signs of
They had problems with ambulance personnel who woulgbotential suicide in those around them.
come to a scene and then walk away because it was outside One sad thing | have to report is that, of all the letters |
their jurisdiction—that is, no longer a live person. | alsowrote to police, to the Coroner and to various ministers, there
heard of stories of insurance companies or superannuatiavas one minister who never responded, one minister with
companies refusing to pay up until they had a coronial reporivhom | sought a meeting. A meeting was arranged; she did
In other words, it created huge complications in winding upnot show up, nor she did not respond in writing. That was the
the financial affairs of the suicide. | responded to theséMinister for Mental Health.
problems by writing a series of letters to ministers and just Perhaps the ultimate reform, in my view (and | have
about everyone | could think of associated with thesesuggested this to government), is that there should be what
problems. | wrote to the Coroner, the Police Commissioner call a ‘suicide squad’ or what in Baton Rouge, in the USA,
and, as | say, a number of other people. The responses wegecalled LOSS (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors). It is
interesting. Some paid lip service to improving the way theya government-funded team which does two things: it goes out
did things. to the scene of a suicide to help the family clean up; and,
Some of the information | received was genuinelysecondly, it informs the family of what to expect; what
informative and helpful to the families who were going government agencies can and cannot offer; what time frames
through these difficulties. For example, | learned how behindan be expected in terms of getting a report from the Coroner;
in the workload the forensic science laboratory is. It isand where families can receive counselling. | should stress
actually the forensic science laboratory that causes the delagtsat one of the most devastating aspects of facing the suicide
with the Coroner. | acknowledge the problem of gettingof a loved one is coping with the suicide scene. In our system,
adequate forensic pathologists to cope with the backlog thesuch as we have at the moment, it is essentially the responsi-
have but, at the end of day, it does come back to money arsllity of the next of kin to clean up afterwards. You can
it comes back to a government reluctance to spend money dmagine how utterly devastating that can be under the
the forensic science laboratory. No matter what improveeircumstances.
ments there have been in the past few years, they are still way In summary, a lot more can be done at state government
behind when it comes to the workload they have. level. There is an excellent non-profit organisation which
When you deal with a family who has gone through aassists those families who have faced the suicide of a loved
suicide, you have in front of you the emotional impact of thatone. The federal government has provided money to that
lack of government spending. One of the extraordinary thingagency for the Living Beyond Suicide project ($345 000 of
| found out about suicide is that we have a road toll which isederal money) to support, among other things, a full-time
less than the suicide toll, yet we have so much advertisingtaff member, who in turn will train volunteers to help other
about the road toll. We have so much research undertakéamilies through the ordeal. There is a lot that the state
into how to prevent accidents and deaths on the roads, yet vg@vernment could do, and | hope particularly that the
do not talk about suicide. The Premier, Mr Rann, is veryMinister for Mental Health could show a little more leader-
proud of his state plan. It contains a range of promises ohip on this issue.
things that will be done by 2050 and so on. | wrote to the
people who were seeking feedback on the draft strategic plan, The Hon. |.F. EVANS (Davenport): Before | make my
and | suggested that we count the number of suicides in Souttontribution in this 10-minute grievance debate in response
Australia as a measure of our health as a society. Thdt the budget, | congratulate the member for Mitchell on his
suggestion was rejected. remarks on suicide. Having had the experience in the last two
The things | have talked about can be fixed by governmenweeks of having to tell my son that one of his best mates
measures, with the exception of the insurance companies. Veicided, and knowing the devastation that has caused within
will have to find another way to deal with them. | have that friendship group and the families concerned, | can only
suggested, for example, that the police should carry witltoncur with everything the member for Mitchell has just said.
them a suicide kit. | have been informed that they do carry & has a devastating effect not only on the immediate family
homicide kit, in the sense that they carry around informatiorbut also on other families who may be involved in the
which is given to families who have suffered the homicide ofincident. | congratulate the member for Mitchell on a splendid
a loved one, but the suicide of a loved one carries particulazontribution.
emotional problems with it. There is always the devastating | wish to touch on a topic that has angered my electorate
guestion why: why did it happen—and the guilt associateds a result of this budget. About two weeks ago, | attended a
with that sometimes. It seems to me that specific informatiomneeting of all the primary schools, the chairpersons of the
about how to cope with suicide ought to be carried by policeschool councils and the principals, or representatives of those
because very often they are the ones who inform the familygroups, to talk about the impact of the proposed cuts to
I have spoken about improving funding for the forensiceducation being implemented by this government. | know
science laboratory. | think generally bringing the topic outthat, when politicians speak, people often think that they
into the open a little more would also help. Another part ofexaggerate the argument. For the record, | wish to read a
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letter that was sent out to a school community (in this cases school's resource entitlement is made up of a series of grants tied
the Craigburn school community) by the chairperson of théo various inputs such as staffing, utilities, maintenance, targeted

i Qimi nds for Aboriginal students and students with learning disabilities
school council. Similar letters have gone out to every scho zfnd so on. You can see the detail in the attachment that explains the

in my electorate, written by the school council chairs. | havgesoyrce entitliements for Blackwood High School.
never seen them as angry as they are about this particular in 2007, BHS has just over $7.6M available to cover the expenses
issue. of the school and its 1 000 students. About 7% or just over $500 000

I think that this letter from the Craigburn school council iS collected from the parents or earned through interest, hire of
. . . . . facilities and so on. These funds, plus a small amount of grants
chair summarises pretty well the circumstances in which thgyaling $180 000 in the Resource Entitlement provided by

government finds itself and in which the schools now findgovernment, are the only discretionary funds available for the
themselves as a result of cuts in the education budget. Theirriculum and administration of the school, the rest being targeted

letter reads: for specific purposes.
The so-called efficiencies being imposed by DECS can only
Dear Parents, come from the school’s discretionary funds, that is, the funds that

Last Thursday, several thousand people comprising parentg|| pay for curriculum and administration expenses to the school.
teachers and principals, rallied on the steps of Parliament House fthys far we have identified a total of about $76 000 reduction arising
protest some impending cuts to school funding. | joined members gtom the work cover levy of 1% of the school’s salary budget, about
our staff and was part of the rally. The Government has instructeggs 000 in the mooted changes to the rules about the level of funds
the Department of Education and Children's Services (DECS) tgn the SASIF account that can earn interest, about $11 000. Other
make cuts to their overall budget. As a result, a number of ‘savingglanned efficiencies, of which we can only estimate to be about
efficiencies’ are about to be levied on schools. The results of thg32 000, are the proposed cuts to the utilities grants for savings on
‘savings efficiencies’ will have major negative impacts on all public glectricity and water.
schools including Craigburn. ) . The efficiencies that are required by DECS in the government's

_ The Finance Advisory Committee of Governing Council has beemydget have already affected our students. DECS withdrew the Be
briefed on the nature and implications of these cuts for Craigburnactive Lets Go funds, which has reduced our funds to support
They include handing over costs for the management of WorkCovestudents to take up sport by $7 000. We have already seen a 25%
to schools—previously managed by DECS, reductions in theduction in the number of teams that the school has put into the
amounts of interest paid on school investment accounts, furthefompetitions in term 1 and 2 because we had to pass these costs onto
reductions in the use of energy and water and costs for replacemeiife users. We know that the funds to support the aguatics program
of staff on WorkCover and their initial medical expenses. and the instrumental music service are also under review.

At Craigburn the total cost of the ‘savings’ to be taken fromour  The Governing Council strongly objects to the changes and the
revenue will be approximately $50 000-$60000. It must beamount of funds that schools can earn in the SASIF account. Some
understood that this money is not being withheld from additionalears ago, schools were able to join forces and invest their cash flow
funding—itis being drawn from payments already made to school&g that it earned extra funds for schools’ programs. SASIF was
to support current operations and programs. Of the total schoghtroduced to provide a protected investment option and has served
funding at Craigburn, over 90 per cent goes directly to the paymenjs well. The funds that this school holds in the SASIF includes the
of wages, asset maintenance and utilities costs. There is a very smaibney collected from parents that we need to pay the curriculum and
and carefully managed discretionary budget remaining for curricuadministration expenses totalling $700 000 and planned upgrades to
lum support, ICT, student resources and other student programs.cuyrriculum resources that we have been putting aside over the years.

In order to fund the estimated cuts of $50-$60K to our funding|f the interest on funds collected from parents is to go to the DECS
for next year for Craigburn, we will either have to find this money coffers, then the Materials and Services Charge is essentially a tax.
from our discretionary budget or raise the materials and services The council also objects to having to pay the workcover levy.
charge for every student by $100. The Chair of the council’s Financial Advisory Committee has
| repeat: raise the materials and services charge for eve vised me that the DECS explanatory notes about the oncosts that

- . re part of the school’s salary budget already include workcover
student by $100. The letter continues: costs. As the salary grantis tied by an industrial agreement, the levy

Governing Council is outraged at these proposals. On their behalfill need to come from the operating budget which will result in the
| urge you to make your thoughts and opinions known so that theseut in the curriculum and administration budgets at the school. In the
‘savings efficiencies’ are not implemented. first year, that will impact on our plans to

. . . . - replace the year 9 maths textbooks, ($10 500)
Thatis a typical primary school. Blackwood High School has. 11 other trolley of laptops so that students can take advantage

written a similar letter and this has gone to the Premier of the wireless computing platform. ($25 000)
himself. It states: - increase our supply of robotics equipment as part of our attempt

Dear Mr Rann to upgrade our technology. ($7 500)

The Blackwood High School Governing Council has been” PUt Projectors and curtains into four classrooms ($20 000)
advised by the principal that the Department of Education and FéPlace worn out furniture . ($15 000) [of which $7 000 was
Children’s Services will impose a number of changes that will 91ven by the parents] .
impact negatively on the resources available for the administration SUPplement the professional development grant for our
and curriculum of the school. | understand that these changes arise staff. . . ($25 000). .
from the ‘efficiencies’ imposed by the state government budget oi? further years, as our savings for planned upgrades are eroded, all
all government departments. curriculum budgets will need to be reduced.

The governing council is so disappointed that DECS has choseTihat is just a sample of the cuts that are going on in every

to pass these ‘efficiencies’ onto schools. | understand that DECS h ; ;
advised the Minister of Education and Children’s Services an§%hoOI across the state. The important thing for South

government MPs that government schools can afford a reduction ipuStralia to remember is that the government has done this

their operational budgets. deliberately; it has done it over a nine-month period, and
Nothing could be further from the truth. We wonder if the funds every Labor member is rock solid committed to it because not

that some schools are holding in the SASIF accounts have cloudgshe of them has spoken out publicly or in this place against

the issue. Even though our school has explained the commitmen

for which we need to hold funds, such as replacing equipment and"

other curriculum resources in a timely and cost efficient manner, and

to pay for accounts that the DECS has yet to present, our holdings Mrs REDMOND (Heysen): Before | comment on other

in the SASIF account could look like we are not spending money thathings, | want to correct the record in relation to a comment

is intended for our present students. In our view, we are using thgyade by the Attorney-General after | made my contribution

public funds and funds collected from parents prudently. : s : . P
As Premier, with your eye on the big picture, you may not pethis morning in relation to the budget. During question time,

aware of the detail of how resources are distributed to governmerif€ Attorney suggested that it was a bit strange that | had
schools. Contrary to DECS claims that schools get a ‘global budgetstated that | did not know what was in the submission from
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the DPP as to how much money he needed, and | then westhools. My fear is that, not only will that damage the
on to say that | believe it was about $3 million. | want to education prospects for our young people, but it will also
clarify that to make it quite clear that what | was saying wasdamage the very communities in which those schools are
that | did not see that submission. Of course, the Attorney hafbund, because a lot of them have the school as their focal
the benefit of seeing the submission and he certainly has npbint. For instance, the town of Mylor has a wonderful little
showed it to me nor has the DPP shown me the submissiathool. Its school motto is ‘small school, great kids’, and that
or a copy of it or discussed with me specifically what he saids exactly what it produces. It is really a charming school with
in his budget. However, | do have it on good authority thata dedicated staff, and is very central to the community of
the amount being sought by the DPP currently—whether oMylor.
not it was the amount in the submission, | do not know—to | recently attended Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
bring his office into line is about $3 million. fundraiser at the Mylor hall, and the school students came
Enough of those topics, though, because | really want talong and performed. They are very intertwined in the
talk about a couple of other things important to my electoratectivities of the community at large, and the community is
and, in particular, as other speakers have mentioned, the issuery much involved in assisting the school and making sure
of what this government is doing to schools is of paramounthat the young people in it are nurtured as members of the
importance. | believe it is going to be an issue which willcommunity. That is what we want. We want to raise people
damage this government, hopefully enough for it to lose thevho not only have academic qualifications but who also
next election. | certainly believe that the issue has thdecome citizens of this great state and this great nation.
capacity to do that and, particularly, in the Hills. In the Hills, | want to move on from schools to another issue that has
of course, we are quite close to Adelaide for the most part andeen mentioned by the leader in his speech and by a number
within the 80 km/h limit from Adelaide, but we have a of other members, that is, the issue of payroll tax. Payroll tax,
number of small schools. In my view, small schools are greato me, is quite iniquitous and a dumbfounding idea, in terms
places to educate children. They will invariably haveof any government that is trying to grow an economy. Why
dedicated staff who work very hard, they also invariably havevould someone want to be in a situation where, if they wish
a very involved parent group, as do some of the largeto employ people, they will move into a tax bracket and,
schools, | concede. But the smaller schools create a nurturirtberefore, decide not to employ someone because of the extra
environment and that nurturing environment is, to my mindtax burden that will be imposed on them? It makes no sense
a profoundly important element in the education of our youngat all. | am constantly approached by business owners around
people. my electorate (and a number of them have approached me
It seems to me incomprehensible that this so-calledince this budget was brought down) regarding the issue of
education government is proposing to build these supguayroll tax. Payroll tax as a whole, | believe, is a bad thing.
schools that it is planning for the northern suburbs (and, nblowever, when one compares our payroll tax regime with the
doubt, for elsewhere in due course), at the cost of the closuggayroll tax regime of other states, it seems to me to be quite
of our small schools, because they seem self-evidently to k&tupid of this state government to fail to address improve-
the places where we will breed the social problems of thenents that could lead to growth in our economy.
future. When | think about the small schools around my It has already been pointed out more than once that the
electorate and look at what they will now have to bearthreshold at which people begin to pay payroll tax is some-
because of the various impositions of this government, | arthing like double in Queensland what it is in this state. In this
really concerned about how long they will last. | have nostate, with a $504 000 wages bill, a person will enter into the
doubt that this government's intention is that people eventuapayroll tax bracket, whereas in Queensland it will be
ly will be forced to say, ‘Well, this school has to close,’ and $1 million or more. That means that a person does not have
the government will want to say, ‘Well, it wasn't us that to have very many employees in this state before they will
closed it. They requested closure. However, when you takéace that issue of payroll tax, and it quickly becomes evident
away Vacswim, music classes and all sorts of activitieghat, if you want to employ someone extra, it will cost you
within a school, and when you take away from the smalinot only their extra wages but a whole extra tax burden. All
schools the $30 000 small schools grant and then have thlsrts of incentives are built into that system for us not to
audacity, on top of that, to impose what this government isncrease our staff levels and, therefore, not grow our busines-
imposing with respect to WorkCover, it is just extraordinaryses and not make the economy of this state—which, after all,
to me that government members are not hanging their headsbased on small business—more sustainable into the future.
in shame. | also want to touch on the issue of the hospital. At first
To say that the government can shift its WorkCoverblush, when | heard about the proposal to build the hospital
burden from itself, as the employer, for a start, is extraordiin the railway yards west of the Morphett Street bridge, |
nary. The government is the employer. No other employer ithought that it was probably a pretty good idea, because those
allowed, under the law, to shift their WorkCover obligationsrailway yards are a very dead spot, in terms of things not
onto anyone else. However, this government is making all theappening in the area. They are a bit of an eyesore as one
schools pay 1 per cent of their salary by way of a WorkCoverrosses the Morphett Street bridge, and there must be better
levy and, in addition, requiring them to meet the cost ifthings we can do with it. However, as | further contemplated
someone is unfortunate enough to have an accident or ltee possibilities, it became more obvious from talking to
injured at work. It is shifting the cost so they have to pay thepeople who work at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, for
first four weeks of the person’s WorkCover absence, and alsostance, that removing services from the Modbury, Queen
the first four weeks for any replacement teacher who may bElizabeth and Repat hospitals will have several downsides
engaged. and not very many good sides.
That will have a profound impact on the funding of the  The Minister for Health asked during question time this
small schools and, in particular, schools throughout thafternoon (in a rhetorical way, | guess): what is it that is
electorate of Heysen, because there are so many smalconsistent with the minister's plan and with the leader’s
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conceding that there needs to be a streamlining and simpliffrom a strong economy generating jobs, and everyone needs
cation (I forget the word he used) of our acute care servicesiccess to services, and that is where the bulk of expenditure
There is nothing wrong at all. What the Minister for Healthis required, keeping our day-to-day living requirements
misses out is that they do not all need to be in exactly theharply in focus. If there were unlimited amounts of money
same place. The idea is that, if we rationalise all our servicegyvailable, | am sure there would be no shortage of projects
we could have, for instance, a single renal unit at the Queeidentified as necessary and essential. The question therefore
Elizabeth Hospital, and all the people who need that type dbecomes a matter of emphasis in policy and priority.
treatment can go there for it. We need, perhaps, only one Immediate and obvious outcomes in this year's budget for
renal unit for a population our size. We might need only onéFlorey schools are grants for major works—$3.1 million to
burns unit. We might need only one of all sorts of units, butthe Heights School and $2.2 million to Modbury High. This
they do not all need to be located in the same place. substantial investment in our young people will reap great
One of the major downsides is that everything will befuture rewards. These are the big expenditure items—part of
located in the one place, not only to the detriment of metrothe commitment by this government over its time in office to
politan Adelaide but also to the vast detriment of all ourstrengthen the public school system. At the other end of this
regional areas. Country health is being sadly neglected by thiortfolio some decisions have caused concern and comment
government. In particular, it is making it more and morethis week. | will be doing all | can to understand these
impossible for mums to give birth to babies, which is ameasures and will represent my community’s view at every
normal process. It is becoming increasingly obvious that, ibpportunity and be part of the discussions currently happen-
someone wants to do that in this state, they will have to coming and continuing around these decisions.
into the Women’s and Children’s Hospital or an Adelaide- Another announcement for Florey is the $12 million
based hospital in order to do something as normal and naturallocated for improvements at the Modbury Hospital. As part
as having a baby, because the more central they make théthe new South Australian Health Care Plan this is wel-
services the less likely we are to get the specialists to go owome. However, there are other aspects of plans for Modbury
and provide any services in the regional centres. that are less welcome. The minister has assured me his bold
Time expired. and exciting vision for the future will meet the needs of the
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Pederick): Before I call  state and will deliver a brand new, state-of-the-art hospital in
the next speaker, | would appreciate it if members on botlthe city, one of three general acute care facilities. These
sides of the house perhaps eased back their chatter. It is a hitspitals will be complemented by the works carried out at
disruptive to members who are on their feet. So | would likemajor hospitals, one of which is Modbury, which over the
a little bit of decorum on both my right and left. | call the years has taken many health reforms in its stride because of
member for Florey. its great staff and strong community links. This challenge will
be no different and, with the future promise of a GP Plus
MsBEDFORD (Florey): Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. centre not far away, another phase of health care in the North
Of course, the most important people to have listen is thgast begins. Mental health plays a big part in our area via the
Hansard staff, and they always do. In speaking tonight ivoodley House facility, and we look forward to continuing
acknowledge the work of the Premier, ministers and theirmprovements there.
staff and departments in preparing this budget. When |n Florey we will also work towards identifying and
planning state budgets, much like a family budget, it ishaving projects within our area given the priority we feel they
important to learn how to economise when necessary, to sadserve. There are many priorities on my wish list that |
for the big ticket items, and borrow when necessary an@dould mention. However, every part of South Australia has
prudent. These elements are part of the bigger picture ig wish list, too, and the reality is we are all competing for
providing for day-to-day living while keeping an eye on the recognition. Within the State Strategic Plan we have a
future. blueprint for a future we can see the results of and measure.
Access and equity remain important ideals for me. Duringie all need to work hard to see that planned promise
my first campaign | adopted the motto ‘Community counts’,delivered for the future benefit of all residents of this great
and mentioned more than once that we live in a communitystate. There are hundreds of projects in this state—all
not an economy. | remain mindful of that maxim every dayimportant, some more so now as they are ready to go and
and seek to ensure | speak for the residents of my electoragghers needing nurture so they will deliver well into the
at every opportunity here in this place and in every othefuture. Working together, | am sure this government will

forum available to me. ensure the very best outcome for the people of South
As with most situations in life, things are in a constantaystralia.

state of change and situations do not always end up being as
black and white as we might like them to be. Inrecenttimes Mr GOLDSWORTHY (Kavel): | am also pleased to
we have all come to better understand climate change and tifigrther contribute to the debate in relation to the progress of
necessity for sustainability. Life is changing in our use ofthe 2007-08 state budget. | want to make some comments in
water, power and petrol. Everyone has come to understandlation to the manner in which the government has shown
just how far a tank of petrol really does go, and there is a fina real failure in properly managing the finances of this state.
distinction here between the cost of something and ensurinig/e have seen where the federal Treasurer has made some
the availability of a resource. In learning to balance thatomment in relation to the way the states, pretty well right
concept, we come some way to understanding balancing tfeound the country, have gone about managing their finances,
state’s budget. What that means for the electorate of Floregnd the vast majority of them (all Labor governments) have
is, as usual, there are some pluses and some minuses. taken exactly the wrong steps in the way they should have
Overall, the expenditure required to keep the state runningtructured their financial matters. What | am saying is that the
may not always mean we see obvious results in our localreasurer has observed that, when you are experiencing really
areas. Everyone uses roads and hospitals, everyone benefitmyant economic times, it is an outstanding opportunity to
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save some of that money, put it into reserve, or else pay off What do we see? We see requests for this Labor
debt. That is exactly what the federal government has beegovernment to provide the infrastructure for which it is
doing over the last 10 years since it has been in office. It hasesponsible—and we see those requests continually being
paid off all its debts, so it does not have to make any interesefused. We see requests for the freeway interchange and
payments. It has paid off $9.6 billion worth of debt in the lastinfrastructure in and around the township of Mount Barker
10 years since it has been in government. So it does not hate deal with the significant developments taking place
any interest payments to make and, the way the economy gontinually refused. As a result of those refusals, the council,
cranking along, it is able to save money. We have seen that order to allow the extent of land to be developed, has had
government establish the future fund for future liabilities. to go to the developers and negotiate a contribution from the

ltwould have been good if this current Labor governmenfl€Velopers to cater for the demand for improved and newly-
had adopted that same philosophy and strategy to plan ifequired mfrast_ructure in and around the town._Obwpust, the
affairs so we did not see the glaring example of WorkCovefharket determines the price of these new residential blocks;
being in such an absolute financial mess, with liabilities"t is normal economic activity. What happens is that the
trending towards $1 billion. The Treasurer, the Premier an§©St iS passed onto the consumer or the purchaser.
the ministers have failed the South Australia community in 1€ government through its refusal to contribute to that
that they have not taken advantage of the buoyant economfi€cessary infrastructure is passing its responsibility through
times the state has been experiencing. The actual moneyf2€ council to the developer and the purchaser. W’r;at IS one
being spent on the burgeoning Public Service, where we hayd the fundamental purposes of a government? It is a
seen an increase of almost 10 000 public servants above thd&igtorical question. The answer is to provide the infrastruc-
originally planned a number of years ago when thdure necessary for a community to function properly. They
government first came to office. That is where the money hagontinually refuse to do that so the user ends up paying.
gone. The government has lost control of the ever ballooning"0S€ People who are looking to purchase new land in the
number of public sector employees. All the surplus cash haadelaide Hills are the ones who have to pay for the infra-
been soaked up in paying the wages of approximately 10 0(gjructure costs because the government is not prepared to
additional public servants. It is not hard to do the maths ofM€€t its responsibility. That is one issue.
this. | guess conservatively their average salary would be AlS0, I want to talk about the Naime Primary School
around $50 000, s0 10 000 by $50 000 is $500 million. Thafrossing. I have.spoken at length about this issue in this
is a significant amount of money. That is where all the money?0Use, and, again, the government refuses to allocate any

has gone—in paying additional public servants—and that j&/nds to see what is really a safety issue for the children in
why the Treasurer now has to borrow. our community in that township of Nairne; it refuses to see

N . hat is an unsafe situation remedied.
The government should be saving in good times. It shoulgv

save for a rainy day so it has the money to spend on infra- The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River
structure, and the like; for example, on the new hospital anfljyrray): | move:

the ever increasing blow-outs in the Northern Expressway 1.+ the time for moving the adjournment of the house be
and the debacle in which the Minister for Transport iSextended beyond 10 p.m.

involved in relation to roadworks on South Road through Port
Road and Anzac Highway. That is where the fundamental
mistake of this government has been made. It has not taken 1, PEDERICK (Hammond): | wish to expand on my

advantage of the good economic times that the nation hag,mments made earlier this evening in regard to the 2007-08
been experiencing. budget, and | refer to the areas of health and education,
I would like to comment on the electorate which | have theRegarding health, it is the same old pattern where the
pleasure to represent in this place. | have spoken about thespending sounds good: a big new hospital in the city centre,
issues at length in the house on previous occasions—andahd improvements to four regional hospitals—which is great
will continue to speak about them until they are resolvedif you are connected with one of the four regional hospitals
While | mention only the more significant issues that needyetting the improvements. What happens, for instance, if you
immediate attention, there is a myriad of issues in thdive at Pinnaroo and need immediate access to the upgraded
electorate that need to be addressed. Specifically, | want twspital in Berri? You will have to travel on a road at
talk about a second freeway interchange that is a red0 km/h, so perhaps we will need more spent on rural road
requirement at present at Mount Barker. | know the newlymaintenance to be able to access these regional centres.
elected Mayor Ferguson has been to see the Minister fdrameroo Hospital in my electorate will be pleased to get a
Transport about this issue recently. Basically, she was told—-rew solar-powered hot water service augmented with gas, at
as were previous mayors, the CEO and me indirectly—thaaround $150 000, as part of 10 regional hospitals having
the state government is not prepared to allocate any funds tcess to this upgrade, and that is welcome news. It is an
assist with building and constructing a second freewayenvironmentally-friendly service no less.
interchange at Mount Barker. | invite the Premier, the Ifit were not for this government’s record on health and
Treasurer and the Minister for Transport—anyone on theducation, we might well believe that it had changed its
front bench of the government—and any backbenchers of thety-centric approach to infrastructure. This government has
government to come to the hills—to hop in their car and drivea history of trumpeting its big-ticket projects, making big,
up the freeway; it is only half an hour up the freeway—andbold unilateral announcements and expecting the public to
have a good look around Mount Barker and witness first hantall at their feet with gratitude. Then they talk about full
the extent of the residential development that is taking placesonsultation after the announcement. It is called shoot first;
Itis the greatest developing area in the country, other thanthen you only need to talk to those left standing. In its clumsy
couple of coastal areas in the nation. Itis the fastest develogttempt to streamline country health services, minister Hill
ing inland district in the nation at present. has succeeded in getting rid of many of the most capable and

Motion carried.
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dedicated people in local communities who have guidedjoing to be temporary closures of 29 wetlands and back-
country hospitals for decades, and he now wonders who hgaters, including Lake Bonney. We need standpipes around
will get to fill the advisory committees. the lower lakes, and we need dredging works, not just for

Other examples of shoot first can be found if we look atirrigators, but for marinas and other people with interests on
education, with aquatics and music programs being threathe Murray.

ened. ‘This is how it is going to be, and you can put your e are well aware that there is a risk that the low flows
opinions in that box over there!” First, we get the big an-y| continue for a long time to come. As | have said on
nouncement about a substantial new investment in educatiogeyeral occasions in this place, there is still the threat of the
super schools and the like. Then comes the public backlastgmporary weir south of Wellington. The government may
which is duly swallowed up by surveys which are meant tQayen have to look at the acquisition of additional water
appease the masses but which never seem to affect thgtitiements. They will need to find federal funding for many
original decision. Then, as the months go by, come little bityf these programs. The River Murray is still expected to keep
of bad news: the program cuts, the funding cuts, the staffinghe state afloat, as we have seen through the government’s
cuts, the fee increases, the cost shifting, and nothing worsgoposal for the Mount Bold reservoir. The only way to top
than what we are seeing now with the workers compensatiogp will be by using water from the River Murray. Desalina-
cost shifting. How long will it be before this socialist tjon is finally on the move with the government, but that is
government asks students to present a current public liability|| fiye years away. There is a very innovative scheme at
insurance certificate at the gate before they are allowed iNtQalishury (which is a great triumph for the environment) on
public school premises? And when the staff, parents anghsing stormwater, yet the government opposed the Liberal
education community object, all the minister can do ispary's bills late last year in the other place to make better use
express her disappointment that they marched rather thgj stormwater, sewerage mining and rainwater usage. | note

talked. Iftheir opinion really mattered, why not talk to them ¢4t these bills are being reintroduced in this house.
before the big announcements?

The sum of $2.9 million to be spent on Lameroo school
is great news for that school. There will be improvementé"’
made to the gymnasium and their school science laboratori
over, | think, three years; but it still leaves the local school

with some doubts and anxieties as to when all these projec h i the first desalinati lant built
will be finalised. erhaps we will see the first desalination plant built on a

| want to address another good part of the budget, and th teshwater island. Again the pattern emerges that locals feel

is the $18 million in 2007-08 to address the impact of the &t they are being ignored until the crisis hits. My one
closing statement is that we are always told that there is no

drought on regional and rural communities, including an .
9 9 ! g oney for water infrastructure to wean the state off the

extension of state-based concession programs to drought- but . $1.61 billion is bei iked out
affected families, increased mental health services, naturdf"/'&Y; DUt OVET Sixyears $.1.61 billion 1S being milked ou
SA Water into general revenue.

resource management levy relief (the only problem with thaP
is that it will mean that programs will be cut—and | know the

order has gone out from the minister to cut programs), and M KENYON (Newland): I note in the budget that there
support to deliver business plans. was an increase of around $8 million for the government’s

The Hon. K.A. Maywald interjecting: very successful PACE program. | congratulate both the
Mr PEDERICK: | think you might want to talk to your Minister in another place and the Premier for their contribu-

partner in the other place, minister. | have very good informalion to that program because it has been a tremendously

tion that a directive has been given to some individual NRvsuccessful program, as | said. In the past few days, some
boards to cut programs. further evidence of the success of that program has been

The Hon. K.A. Maywald interjecting; released. For instance, the trend estimates in mineral explor-
Mr PEDERICK: | did not name a particular area. Theseation expenditure came out and South Australia and Western

measures are in addition to exceptional circumstanceéustralia were the largest two contributors: Western
Drought relief support, which was announced in 20086, alsdiustralia, 9.2 per cent and South Australia, 18.9 per cent—an
included increased financial rural counselling services. It i§xcellent result.
very pleasing to see support for rural areas when they really In relation to the seasonally adjusted estimate of mineral
need it. | must admit that we may need to have a look aéxploration expenditure, the largest increase in this quarter
national funding for exceptional circumstances. | do not thinkwas South Australia—up $30.6 million (53 per cent). As a
that many people have been able to jump through the hoomdightly amusing aside, | indicate that Victoria showed the
on dryland farms, and | think irrigators are having a reallargest decrease of $12.7 million. In original terms, the
battle to access it, as their bad years have not yet come. Thaiineral exploration expenditure decreased around the
two bad years will be the next financial years—2007-08country, with Western Australia having the largest decrease,
2008-09 and the one after—because | believe that eveout South Australia was the only state that increased its
though they have just come out of 60 per cent allocation foexploration—up $7.4 million (12.5 per cent). Again we see
water, dairy farmers and people with orchards, etc., probablyictoria drop away, which can be amusing in its own way.
still have reasonable incomes, but it has made them ineligibl€hat is all | wanted to point out. We have seen well over
to access the funding. $230 million worth of mineral exploration, and PACE has

| get back to my favourite subject of water security for thisplayed a big role in that. As a result of spending $30-
state. The simple fact is that we do not seem to have watedd million over the course of seven years, it has had some
security because we have had to reduce the amount of waterassive dividends. It is an excellent example of what a
toirrigators this water year to 60 per cent of their allocation.government can do if it is smart and targeted in what it is
We are up to enhanced level 3 restrictions, and there ateying to achieve.

The barrages at Goolwa have come under the spotlight,
ith salt water leaking constantly into the lakes. Last minute
easures are proving of little help and we are now faced with
aving to wait—however long it takes—for a major flow

wn the Murray to push a lot of this salt water out to sea.
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I would also like to note the complete lack of passionthat This state government needs to be unmasked for what it
has been displayed in contributions from members opposités: a very poor financial manager. | say again: how much is
It is a case of almost following the lead of their leader andt costing the taxpayer-funded budget for the ads on the TV
delivering flat, disinterested, pro-forma contributions to theand in the paper? | wonder whether we will know that. | want
debate. It pretty much says to me that there is not much tw know how much it is costing when we see those political
talk about. They have not much to complain about, evemds. They are blatant political advertising, even to the point
though that is what they like to do, and they are followingof saying ‘spoken and authorised by Mike Rann’. Really, do
their leader and just delivering a pretty uninspiring perform-you think that is fair when we are all paying for it? Add to
ance. | point out that there were a couple of exceptions: ththis the NRM debate, the WorkCover blow-out (which we do
former leader, the member for Davenport, | thought did quitenot seem to have an answer for) and the almost $1 billion of
well. He got stuck in a bit, which was amusing. | thought theliabilities, and the stripping of our schools, which we have
member for Goyder made a nice measured statesman-likeeard about today. | think the issue above all others is the
contribution, talking away there and keeping himself in thedifficulties created for our schools in relation to the loss of
game. That was good to see. the $30 000 small schools grant, which affects seven of my

I commend the budget. | think it is another excellentschools, and now we are seeing the WorkCover levies lumped
budget. The sixth one in surplus is an achievement in itselipn them. We have also seen the aquatics and music programs
especially after coming in for 10 or 11-odd years at zero. taken from them. No wonder morale is low. What is the

excuse and what is the reason? What are you trying to do

Mr VENNING (Schubert): | realise that | am the lead here?
speaker, but | will not be using the full time. | was sayingin  On the other hand, you turn around and forecast building
my contribution earlier this evening how concerned | am afour new super schools. That is wrong. | am happy that the
the amount of money the government wastes on its owgovernment should build one super school. By all means, trial
excesses, especially the amount spent on the Premier’s ain@nd, if it is a success, build the others, but do not build four
ministers’ offices and their public relations outfit. | raised theat once. | have been around a while and served on school
matter of the 300-odd people who are employed by theouncils. Over the years, we have had these educational
government—the Premier and the ministers—to do theiexperiments, and many times they do not work. One was the
public relations (their spin teams) compared to the opposifamed open space system in schools. Do members remember
tion’s eight which really does beg the question about fairnesthat? We started to build open-space schools. What happened
and equity. | think it is a disgrace while the assets of our stateo those? It was not long before we started to close them
fall into disrepair. | do not want to be political, but they are where we could. Nuriootpa Primary School cannot be closed
falling into disrepair, especially our roads. because it was built on the spoke. | believe that we spent a lot

| say to all members that we will be judged one day. | doof money on a failed concept. So, | say to the government: be
agree with my leader: this is a budget of debt, because theautious. If you want to go to super schools, that is okay. | do
government is going deeper into debt—it cannot dispute thahot believe that, in this case, big is automatically beautiful,
It is a budget of disappointment because we had higiparticularly because if you have a problem you have a big
expectations, particularly in the infrastructure areas. A lot oproblem. | wonder about the whole concept, and | would like
these larger projects, which we welcome, are eight to 10 yeate see some of the discussions and reports that were put to the
down the track and, in some cases, subject to two electiongovernment to make this decision. It certainly does concern
In many cases, they will not be delivered. | am very disapme.
pointed. This really is a budget light on new ideas, innovation | want to comment today on the speech made by the
and direction, but heavy in government excesses. Thmember for Mawson. | have heard a lot of speeches in my
message about it does not seem to get out. The governmeirhe here, but this one really took the cake. | could not
waffles and bullies the media. Why do we not hear thebelieve that this guy really believed what he was saying. He
Premier and Treasurer Kev on the ABC’s Matt and Davesaid that the previous government left the state in economic
show? Is that because they ask hard questions? All | can sajpjambles. Well, nothing could be further from the truth than
is: why not? that. In 1993, we had an election. The Labor government left

What about the other journalists? ‘Give us a positive spirthis state in total shambles and, at the election, the people
or you won't be included in the news headshots or invited tespoke with a very strong voice and reduced the then govern-
doorstop interviews'! Even the RAA was harassed last yeament to 10 members in this house—the smallest representa-
when it criticised the state of our roads and commented on th#on in this place ever—because of the State Bank and other
Australian Automobile Association’s survey in which someissues. A lot of good members of parliament lost their seat
of our major roads rated only two or three stars out of fivebecause of that, and some were friends of mine. | have some
It has come out this week commending the government fotenderness about that matter. That is what happens when you
its new road maintenance program, obviously covering ithave bad government: you lose control. It was out of control,
tracks and trying to win back its favours. | say: what pro-and we were still paying the price for what happened. | do not
gram? The sum of $14 million over four years is a disgracebelieve that members of parliament should get up in here and
| welcome the money spent on the Outback roads, on the roagy things they know not to be true.
widening programs and on the roadside rest areas. | welcome The Liberal Party won the election so well that we could
that, but it is really a small drop in a huge bucket when ithave formed our own opposition; in fact, we had members
comes to the massive amount of money that is required. | asitting on this side of the house. You would not recall that,
grateful for the capital works that are being done in thesir, but the Acting Clerk would. | jokingly said one day,
Barossa, small though they are. | am grateful but, as | saidyhy don’t we form our own opposition?’ We could have,
there are not enough. We want more on our road improvehecause we had enough members. | still reckon that we
ments, and there could at least have been mention of ttehould have, because it would have been very interesting to
Barossa hospital. | certainly live in hope about that. form a breakaway of the Liberal Party and form an opposi-
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tion. We could have had the whole trappings of governmentyeing removed from the school before he has been found
but we did not do that. guilty of any offence? Staff morale is very low and it is
Mr Koutsantonis: The trappings of government? almost seven weeks now. | urge the speedy resolution of this
Mr VENNING: That is what you have called it. To impasse and | urge that Mr Hoskin be immediately reinstated
change tack and talk on a positive note, | am pleased to repdd the school. | remind the house that Mr Hoskin, as the
excellent progress on the restoration of the old Hill and Somember for Light would know, pioneered wine education for
original Adelaide Town Hall organ, which is now being secondary schools. It is now used across Australia and the
restored in the Soldiers Memorial Hall in Tanunda. Theworld. He was Barossa Winemaker of the Year in 2005. No
Organ Historical Trust of Australia is doing a magnificentwonder the community is quite concerned, as am .
job. Mr Steve Kaesler, a local enthusiast, and the society are In conclusion, most farmers, although not all, have their
doing a wonderful job. It really now looks like an organ crop in already. Despite many difficulties getting the crop in
again. However, funds are a problem and, if we could find decause of the lack of moisture, the bigger problem has been
couple of hundred thousand dollars, it would certainly get thehe lack of fertiliser. You would not believe that there has
project finished and operating in quick time—hopefully, been a shortage of fertiliser. Farmers have been waiting four
inside 12 months. to six weeks to get their fertiliser. | cannot believe that this
It has been a huge project, as some of the critical historievould happen. In the old days it would never happen because
action was discarded when the organ was electrified in theve got our fertiliser early. With finance the way it is and
early sixties when it was still in the town hall. Many would banks and everything else, farmers bought it as they wanted
say that it was ruined by doing that; in fact, so ruined that it and, of course, it was not there. The stockists did not carry
was taken out and replaced by the current organ in the laie and some farmers had been delayed four to six weeks
seventies or early eighties. It was condemned to a shed in thveaiting for fertiliser.
Adelaide Hills when the organ society got hold of it and  Anyway, most of the crops are in and they look pretty
eventually decided to move it to the Barossa. It is now beinggood considering the minimal moisture level that most of
faithfully restored and recreated according to its originathose crops are in. They have come up pretty well. There is
plans. | have to say that the artwork is fantastic. Some long way to go but the most positive fact is that the current
members would have seen it. If you go to the hall and see therice of feed barley is $250 per tonne which is a very good
organ now, you get goosebumps just looking at it because firice. One is tempted to forward sell but even | am hesitant
is a magnificent instrument—the king of instruments. Wherto do that because, if you fall short, you have to do what we
it was built and installed in the 1880s, it was the largest orgacall washing out that contract; in other words, you have to
in the Southern Hemisphere. As | said, it certainly was théuy barley at the going price to pay your contract out, which
king of instruments. could be in excess of $350 or $400 per tonne for feed barley.
Itis returning to its former glory, and it gives me goose-But it augurs well. | think it pays to be positive because not
bumps just to gaze at this magnificent instrument. Hopefullypnly do we need the rain for our farmers for the crops to
it will sound as good as it ever did and will be something thecontinue but also we need rain to replenish our water stocks.
late and great organists of Adelaide, Dr Peters and the latdere’s hoping. Those with faith think it will rain one day. |
Roland May, would be proud of. | look forward to going to am positive it will, and it is getting closer every minute.
opening night. | plead with the Minister for Tourism or the  This ends the budget process, and we have gone through
Minister for Environment and Heritage: are you able to helpthis budget in the past week pulling it apart bit by bit. | only
with the last amount of money to finish off the project? I hope that what is positive in the budget will be positive for
would think that $200 000 would do that. Over $300 000 ofthe sake of South Australia and all the people who live here,
volunteer money has already been spent, not to mention theecause, as | said to the member for Light and his son
huge amount of money of in-kind donations by localyesterday in the corridor, ‘It is we who are here to make the
businesses and people who have gone into this project. Thaws, but it is those who follow us who will pay the price for
member for Light would know. | single out Ahrens Limited what we do or do not do.’ Let’s hope that we can leave them
from Sheoak Log which has totally rehoused the footing osome positive things and some assets that they can be proud
this organ in that building. It has made a new floor and it ha®f. As the Hon. Tom Playford left it for me and my genera-
put the organ in a steel frame—a job running into thousandton, | hope that we will leave it for the member for Light and
of dollars. The community is right behind the project and wehis son’s generation, and mine as well. | certainly appreciate
want to get it finished. the opportunity to be in this house and to speak on this
| am pleading with the government because this would b&udget, which is the 17th budget debate to which | have
money well spent. It would be a fraction of the money thespoken.
government is spending on political advertising. Do some- Motion carried.
thing like this and it will be money well spent, and it will be
there forever for our enjoyment, our families’ enjoymentand TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River
that of our descendants, because this is a wonderful instrdd urray): | move:
ment, this Hill and Son organ. | think it is a superior instru-  That the proposed expenditures for the departments and services

ment and | am very pleased that it will now be saved forevegontained in the Appropriation Bill be referred to Estimates
in the wonderful Barossa Valley. Committees A and B for examination and report by Thursday 5 July

2007, in accordance with the timetables as follows:

Finally, | want to discuss briefly.my ongoing concern at APPROPRIATION BILL
what is happening at Nuriootpa High School. | raised this TIMETABLE FOR ESTIMATES COMMITTEES
matter in the house two weeks ago and nothing has changed ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A
or happened. | appreciate the discussion with the Minister for 27-29 June & 2-4 July 2007

Education and Children’s Services in this house yesterday, pemier WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE AT 9.00 AM

and | enlightened her as to how | saw the problem. How can  winister for Economic Development
a much respected teacher, Mr Kevin Hoskin, be punished by Minister for Social Inclusion



Wednesday 20 June 2007

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

511

Children’s Services

net (part)

Resources (part)

Minister for Arts
Minister for Sustainability and Climate Change
Minister Assisting the Premier in Cabinet Business and Public

Sector Management

Minister Assisting the Minister for the Arts

House of Assembly

Joint Parliamentary Services .

Legislative Council

State Governor’s Establishment

Department of the Premier and Cabinet (part)

Administered Items for the Department of the Premier and Cabi-

net (part)

Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)
Office of Public Employment

Auditor-General's Department

Arts SA

Minister for Education and Children’s Services

Department of Education and Children’s Services
Administered Items for the Department of Education and

THURSDAY 28 JUNE AT 11.00 AM
Treasurer
Department of Treasury and Finance (part)

Administered Items for the Department for Transport, Energy and

Infrastructure (part)

TransAdelaide
Attorney-General
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
Minister for Justice
Attorney-General's Department (part)
Administered Items for the Attorney-General's Department (part)
Courts Administration Authority
State Electoral Office
THURSDAY 28 JUNE AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Tourism
South Australian Tourism Commission
Minister for Tourism
Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing
Minister for Industrial Relations
Minister for Finance and Government Enterprises
Department of the Premier and Cabinet (part)
Administered Items for the Department of the Premier and Cabi-

net (part)

Department of Treasury and Finance
Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance

(part)

Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (part)

(part)

FRIDAY 29 JUNE AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Industry and Trade
Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)
Office of the Venture Capital Board
Port Adelaide Maritime Corporation
MONDAY 2 JULY AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation
Minister for Ageing
Minister for Disability
Minister for Housing
Minister for Families and Communities
Department of the Premier and Cabinet (part)
Administered Items for the Department of the Premier and Cabi:

Department for Families and Communities (part)
Administered Items for Department for Families and Commu-

nities (part)

TUESDAY 3 JULY AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Emergency Services
Minister for Correctional Services
Minister for Road Safety
Department for Correctional Services
Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (part)
Administered Items for Department for Transport, Energy and

Infrastructure (part)

South Australia Police (part)

Administered Items for South Australia Police (part)

Minister Assisting the Minister for Industry and Trade

Minister for the River Murray

Minister for Water Security

Minister for Small Business

Minister for Regional Development

Department of Trade and Economic Development (part)
Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Water, Land and

Biodiversity Conservation (part)

WEDNESDAY 4 JULY AT 11.00 AM
Minister for State/Local Government Relations
Minister for the Status of Women
Minister for \olunteers
Minister for Consumer Affairs
Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and

Attorney-General’s Department (part)
Administered Items for the Attorney-General’s Department (part)

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B

27-29 June & 2-4 July 2007
WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE AT 9.00 AM

Minister for Transport
Minister for Energy
Minister for Infrastructure
Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (part)

Administered Items for the Department for Transport, Energy and

Infrastructure (part)

FRIDAY 29 JUNE AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Health
Minister for the Southern Suburbs
Department of Health (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Health (part)
Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and

Resources (part)

MONDAY 2 JULY AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Youth
Minister for Gambling
Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education Minis-

ter for Science and Information Economy

Department of Further Education, Employment, Science and

Technology (part)

Department of Treasury and Finance
Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and Finance

(part)

Attorney-General's Department (part)
Administered Items for the Attorney-General’s Department (part)
Independent Gambling Authority
TUESDAY 3 JULY AT 11.00 AM
Minister for Forests
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and

Resources (part)

Minister for Mineral Resources Development

Minister for Police

Minister for Urban Development and Planning

Department of Primary Industries and Resources (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Primary Industries and

Resources (part)

South Australia Police (part)

Administered Items for South Australia Police (part)
WEDNESDAY 4 JULY AT 11.00 AM

Minister for Environment and Conservation

Minister for Mental Health and Substance Abuse

Department for Environment and Heritage

Administered Items for the Department for Environment and

Heritage

Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Water, Land and

Biodiversity Conservation (part)

Environment Protection Authority
Department of Health (part)
Administered Items for the Department of Health (part)

Motion carried.
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | move:

That Estimates Committee A be appointed, consisting of

Ms Ciccarello, Ms Fox, Mr Griffiths, Mr Hamilton-Smith, Hon. S.W.
Key, Mr Pederick and Ms Thompson.
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Motion carried. Water Information and Licensing Management Application (or
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | move: WILMA), will be upgraded to cater for the new system. The upgrade
. . . - ﬁ/ill also be designed to make WILMA compatible with the water
That Estimates Committee B be appointed, consisting ohccess entitlement registry systems in other states and territories.
Ms Breuer, Dr McFetridge, Mr Pisoni, Mr Piccolo, Mr Rau, The Act will al tabiish th t ofan . |
Ms Simmons and Mr Venning. ‘The Act will also establish the concept oansumptive pool.
This is the proportion of the water resource that is available for
Motion carried. consumptive use. The water allocation that is assigned from the
consumptive pool will be based on the share or proportion of water

NATURAL RESOURCESMANAGEMENT (WATER access entitlement expressed on the licence. The consumptive pool

will be defined according to rules established in the relevant water
RESOURCESAND OTHER MATTERS) allocation plan. The Bill provides for annual announcements of the
AMENDMENT BILL amount of water available from the consumptive pool for allocation.

. . . . ) Water Allocation
Received from the Legislative Council and read a first  The water allocation will be a right to take a specific volume of

time. water for a given period of time, but will not extend beyond 12

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD (Minister for the River months. An allocation may be granted by the Minister under the
Murray): | move: terms of a water licence, or under the terms of an Interstate Water

Entitlements Transfer Scheme (IWETS). This is similar to the water

That this bill be now read a second time. allocation under the existing system. However, there will no longer
; PR two types of water allocatioh ( holding’ ahd taking’), or a need
! SeHek Iea&/e Fohhave the Sed(_:on(_j reading explanation msertec@convert from one type to another. Instead, the water allocation
In Hansard without my reading It. may only be used if a person holds a current site use approval, water
Leave granted. resource works approval and, where applicable, a delivery capacity

South Australia has long been at the forefront of water manag%”““emem- The water allocation will be personal property and will
ment and this Bill continues this tradition. This Bill stems from P€ tradeable, subject to any restrictions in the relevant water
debate that commenced more than a decade previously. The 1984ocation plan.
Council of Australian Governments water reform framework and ~ Water Resource Works Approval
subsequent initiatives recognised that better management of The water resource works approval will enable the taking of
Australia’s water resources is a national issue. This ultimately led tavater at a particular site and in a particular manner. The water
the development of the Intergovernmental Agreement on a Nationaiesource works approval will be location-specific and will not be
Water Initiative (NWI), which identified that the improved manage- tradeable separately from land to which it relates. The approval
ment of water resources can be facilitated by separating wateepresents the right to construct works to take water and/or the
ownership and the associated regulatory approvals that govern usmnditions under which the works must be operated and maintained.
South Australia is a signatory to the NWI. For example, the works approval could specify the size and location
Water property rights may be comprised of several individualof a pump, the frequency with which it may be used, or the
components and the term separating’ is used to describe th@@nstruction and ongoing operation of a well or a dam. Some aspects
unbundling of these components into clearly specified, stand-alongf the current water affecting activity permit could form part of the
rights or instruments. Separating the different elements of wateworks approval. It will not be necessary to hold both a works
licences will provide greater flexibility to water users by providing approval and a water affecting activity permit for the same works —
access to a broader range of tradeable components. Greater claiityvill only be necessary to hold one or the other.
will also be provided to buyers, sellers and other interested parties. Site Use Approval

In turn this will lead to lower transaction costs and more efficient  The sjte use approval will enable the use of water at a particular
resource allocation. . site and for a particular purpose. A person may only use water at a
Interstate Water Trading _ particular site if he or she has a current site use approval. However,

A key driver for this Bill is the advent of interstate water trade a person will not need to hold a water access entitlement or water
across the southern Murray-Darling system. A pilot tagged tradingjlocation to obtain a site use approval. The site use approval will be
scheme is already in operation, and will be replaced by a permanegpecific to the land where the water is being used and therefore will
scheme from 1 July 2007. i _not be traded separately from land.

The trading system must be underpinned by compatible gyisting water licences endorsed witha taking' allocation
legislative arrangements in each State. A key component is that theicay have conditions attached that define how the water may be
legislation must allow for the use of water purchased from interstate; ke and used. and the parcel or parcels of land to which it may be
without owning a licence in the State of destination. While Victorian g yied. The conditions are designed to manage the impacts of water
and New South Wales legislation allow this, the South Australianse on other users and the environment. These conditions will now
legislation does not. A person must hold a South Australian wat_(lege indicated on the site use approval or water resource works

Ii((:jednce tohl_ae_able to take and use water in the State. This Bill willproval and will be consistent with the relevant water allocation
address this issue. plan.

The Separated Water Rights Scheme Delivery Capacity Entitlement

This Bill proposes a new entitlement system that would separate ; . . . \
water rights into five components, specifically: The delivery capacity entitlement will represent the holder’s
(a) a water access entitlement, endorsed on a wate?n90ing right to access a proportion of the capacity of a water
licence: distribution system, whether this is a natural system or built

(b) a water allocation; infrastructure. It may be used to prioritise access to capacity of a
(c) a water resource works approval; water distribution system when the total demand for water delivery
(d) a site use approval; and ata certain point in time exceeds that system’s delivery capacity. A
(e) a delivery capacity entitlement. holder of a delivery capacity entitlement will be able to forgo the
The characteristics of the proposed components are as follow 89Nt to extract water at a time of peak demand, and trade that right
Water Access Entitlement 0 someone who has an urgent requirement for water. The delivery
Under the new scheme the water licence will provide the wate apacity entitlement is to be specific to the point of extraction, rather
access entitlement to the holder of the licence. The water acced3an tO the water access entitlement. It will be personal property and
entitlement represents the ongoing interest in a specified share ofd! be @ tradeable entitlement. _ _ )
consumptive pool of water. As with the current water licence, the  Not all water systems will require delivery capacity entitlements
water access entitliement will be separate from the land title. WatelP effectively manage capacity constraints. Consequently, the Bill
access entmement holders W|" be able to mortgage’ permanent |OWS fOI’ the estabhshment Of th|S ent|t|ement to be |dent|f|ed
trade, give, bequeath or lease their entitlement. Permanently tradifigrough the water allocation planning process.
the water access entitlement would represent a permanent transfer Furthermore, the Bill does not allow this entitlement to apply
of the right to that share of the water resource, as well as the wataithin private irrigation infrastructure. Capacity constraints within
that is allocated to that entitlement in future years. Water accessystems will continue to be managed through private contractual
entitlements will be recorded in a publicly accessible register ofrrangements.
entittements. South Australia’s register of existing licences, the Water Allocation Plans
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The Bill recognises the high degree of degree of diversityinterstate entittement. The existing licensing arrangements associated
inherent in water systems in the State. This entitlements approachith taking and holding allocations are retained during these
must be sufficiently flexible to meet the management needs of watgrocesses. The other minor amendments within the Bill will also
systems as diverse as the River Murray, Great Artesian Basin, arcme into force at this time.
the Clare Valley surface water system. Each of these systems, and Stage 2 is the establishment of the separated water rights regime.
the multitude of others, carry with them their own unique issues andhe Act will be amended to replace the existing taking and holding
challenges. Consequently the implementation of the system iallocations with the new separated rights framework, and associated
strongly linked to the water allocation plans relating to each resourceegistry, levy and planning provisions. The commencement of this
The water allocation plans will establish the nature of the watestage is delayed to come into effect until the registry system has been
access entitlement, the rules around how consumptive pools adeveloped and water allocation plans amended. These processes are
determined, the conditions on taking and use, whether there is a neegipected to take some time to complete. The successful passage of
for a delivery capacity entitiement, and any rules around transfer athe Bill will create regulatory certainty, so that these processes can

entitlements.

proceed with a complete understanding of the legal framework that

This approach not only ensures that the application of systemwill apply.
meets the management requirements of the resource, it also allows | commend the Bill to Members.

for significant community input through the consultation processes
of the plan.

Levy Provisions

There are consequential amendments to the levy provisions.
Under the new arrangements levy debt can be counted as personal
debt, rather than merely a charge on the land. The current power in
the existing legislation is that levy debt can be a first charge on the
sale of the land. This power is being expanded by the Bill because
under the new arrangements it is possible to own entitlements, and
therefore be liable for a levy, in situations where no land is involved.
In such circumstances, it would be impossible to collect unpaid levy.
Consequently, the existing powers for levy collection have been
expanded to define levy debt as personal debt. In this way unpaid
levy can be recovered through normal civil recovery processes rather
than enforcing the unpaid levy against land.

Currently the water levy can be raised against the quantity of
water endorsed on the licence, the quantity of water used, the area
of land it where it is applied, or the effect on the environment. Under
the separated arrangements these powers have been brought across
to the new entitlements. Flexibility in determining the levy has been
increased by allowing for either a fixed charge over the relevant
entitlement or approval, or a scalable charge based on what the
entittlement or approval grants. It should be noted that these
amendments do not increase the size of the levy. The levy is still
determined through the normal planning processes. It merely
provides additional flexibility for regional NRM boards to manage
how the levy is raised.

Water Registry System

Currently, water licences are recorded in WILMA. However,
under the Bill new systems and processes need to be developed to
provide a secure and reliable record of water entitlements to the
public, and provide better market and resource information for both
intrastate and interstate trade.

The Water Register will be the conclusive record of ownership,
description and extent of water entitlement.

Minor Amendments

The Bill also include a series of minor administrative amend-
ments to correct spelling mistakes and incorrect references, delete
a reference to committee that has ceased to function, recognise
Intergovernmental Agreements under two other Acts, combine
financial reporting into a combined financial statement, and ensure
that properties are not divided by a boundary for levy collection
purposes.

Transitional provisions

The current licensing approach will continue until water
allocation plans have been amended to take into account the new
arrangements. The Government will set a timetable for the amend-
ment of these plans, and converting water rights into the new
entitlements and approvals. It is not intended that the transition to the
new scheme will significantly alter current licence holders entitle-
ments. For example, there will not be a reduction in the amount of
water to which a licence holder is entitled under the terms of their
existing licence. As far as is reasonably practicable, the existing
conditions applying to a water licence will continue under an
appropriate water management authorisation without amendment.

The Bill establishes a two-stage process for the separation of
water rights. Stage 1 makes minor amendments to the legislation to
facilitate the State’s participation in interstate water entitlements
trading by 1 July 2007.

These amendments create the facility to allow the taking of water
in South Australia through an approval issued by the Minister,
without the need to hold a water licence. This mechanism allows the
issuing of an approval to impose conditions on extraction and site
use, to manage the impacts of water obtained on account of an

EXPLANATION OF CLAUSES
Part 1—Preliminary
1—Short title
This clause is formal.
2—Commencement
The measure will be brought into operation by proclamation.
3—Amendment provisions
This clause is formal.
Part 2—Amendment of Natural Resources Management
Act 2004 tofacilitateinter statetradein water entitlements
4—Variation of section 100—Interpretation
5—Variation of section 101—Declaration of levies
6—\Variation of section 104—L iability for levy
7—Substitution of section 107
These amendments will facilitate the application of the levy
provisions of the Act to allocations of water under the terms
of an Interstate Water Entitlements Transfer Scheme (as the
Act will now allow for such allocations without attachment
to a South Australian licence).
8—Amendment of section 112—Recovery rights with
respect to unpaid levy
This clause will allow any unpaid water levy to be recovered
as a debt under the Act. Currently, the Act provides for the
recovery of a levy through the imposition of a charge on land.
This scheme may be less effective in some cases where
allocations are not attached to licences. An ability to proceed
directly to debt recovery will avoid a more complicated
process.
9—Amendment of section 115—Declaration of penalty in
relation totheunauthorised or unlawful taking or use of
water
These amendments are primarily concerned with allowing the
imposition of a penalty on the holder of a right to an alloca-
tion of water under the terms of an Interstate Water Entitle-
ments Transfer Scheme who takes water in excess of the
relevant water allocation.
10—Amendment of section 127—Water affecting
activities
These amendments will reflect the fact that water may now
be taken under an allocation of water under the terms of an
Interstate Water Entitlements Transfer Scheme.
11—Insertion of section 146A
New section 146A will provide for the creation of a new form
of entittement, an IWETS authority, to facilitate the interstate
trading of water allocations into South Australia.
Part 3—Amendment of Natural Resources Management
Act 2004 to address administrative matters and revise
water entitlements
12—Amendment of section 3—Interpretation
These definitions are primarily associated with reflecting
changes that must be introduced under the Act to allow the
separating or "unbundling" of various aspects of the authori-
sation and control of water entitlements.
13—Amendment of section 5—Territorial
extra-territorial operation of Act
It will need to be made clear that the Act may operate
extraterritorially to give effect to an intergovernmental
agreement.
14—Amendment of section 38—Annual reports
This amendment will facilitate the combined reporting of the
financial affairs of regional NRM boards and NRM groups.
15—Amendment of section 53—General powers
This amendment corrects a clerical error.
16—Substitution of section 56

and
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The relevant regional NRM board or boards for an NRM
group will assume responsibility for the accounts of the NRM
group. It will now be possible to incorporate the accounts and
financial information of a group with those of a board, and
to conduct a combined audit.

17—Amendment of section 57—Annual reports

This is a consequential amendment.

18—Amendment of section 76—Preparation of water
allocation plans

These amendments are associated with a revision of the water
entitlements and authorities under the Act. A water allocation
plan will now be required to include a provision to identify,
or to provide a mechanism to determine, the water that will
from time to time be taken to constitute a relevant water
resource (theonsumptive pool). The plan will also set out
the relevant method that will be used to determine the basis
upon which a water access entitlement under a licence will
be determined.

19—Amendment of section 80—Submission of plan to
Minister

This amendment is consistent with the situation under which
funds for the implementation of an NRM plan of a board are
raised under the relevant regional NRM plan under Chapter 4
Part 2 Division 1.

20—Amendment of section 81—Review and amendment

of plans

These amendments streamline the operation of section 81 so
that relevant periods under subsection (7) may be specified
in a relevant notice.

21—Amendment of section 8—Amendment of plans
without formal procedures

It is proposed that a plan may be amended under sec-
tion 89(2) of the Act in order to achieve greater consistency
with the provisions of the Border Groundwater Agreement,
the Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernmental Agreement, or other
relevant intergovernmental agreements.

22—Amendment of section 92—Contributions by
constituent councils

These amendments will provide specific support to a scheme
established under the regulations in association with the
determination and operation of a regional NRM levy to
determine the status of land where the land is divided by the
boundaries of 2 or more regional NRM boards or by the
boundaries of 2 or more councils.

23—Amendment of section 100—I nterpretation
24—Amendment of section 101—Declar ation of levies
25—Repeal of section 102

I26—Amendment of section 103—Special purpose water

evy

27—Amendment of section 104—L iability for levy
28—Amendment of section 106—Determination of
quantity of water taken

29—Substitution of section 107

30—Substitution of section 112

31—Amendment of section 114—Refund of levies
32—Amendment of section 115—Declar ation of penalty

in relation to unauthorised or unlawful taking of water
These amendments are all consequential on the proposal to
provide for new forms of entittements and authorities under
Chapter 7 of the Act.

33—Amendment of section 124—Right to take water
subject to certain requirements

These amendments reflect the fact that a water allocation will
now exist in its own right.

34—Amendment of section 126—Determination of
relevant authority

35—Amendment of section 127—Water affecting
activities
36—Amendment of section 129—Activitiesnot requiring
apermit

37—Amendment of section 130—Notice to rectify
unauthorised activity

These amendments are all consequential on the proposal to
provide for new forms of entitlements and authorities under
Chapter 7 of the Act.

38—Repeal of section 140

The provision for the constitution of the Water Well Drilling
Committee is no longer required.

39—Substitution of Chapter 7 Part 3

It is proposed to replace Chapter 7 Part 3 of the Act with a
new scheme that will provide for new forms of entitiements
and authorities in relation to the management of water.
New section 146 will retain the concept of a water licence,
and subsection (2) will set out the nature of the entitlement
under the licence (which will relate to the relevant consump-
ti\I/e §)OO| or pools defined by the relevant water allocation
plan).

New section 147 sets out the procedures for applying for a
water licence and the grounds on which the Minister may
refuse to grant a licence.

New section 148 sets out the requirements as to a water
licence. A water licence will take effect when registered on
The Water Register.

New section 149 sets out a scheme for the variation of a water
licence.

New section 150 sets out a scheme for the transfer of a water
licence, or of a water access entitlement, or part of a water
access entitlement, under a licence.

New section 151 confirms that a water licence may be
surrendered, subject to obtaining the consent of any person
who may have an interest registered against the licence.
New sections 152, 153 and 154 will allow a water allocation
to exist as a separate interest under the Act. A water alloca-
tion will arise by virtue of a water access entitlement under
a water licence or an Interstate Water Entitlements Transfer
Scheme.

New section 155 (Reduction of water allocations) is based on
section 156 of the Act as it currently stands.

New section 156 will allow for the variation of water
allocations (see section 147 of the Act as it currently stands).
New section 157 will facilitate the transfer of water alloca-
tions.

New section 158 will recognise that a water allocation may
be surrendered.

New section 159 will relate to the requirement to hold a
water resource works approval if a person proposes to
construct, maintain or operate any works for the purposes of
taking water from a prescribed water resource.

New section 160 sets out the requirements for a water
resource works approval.

New section 161 provides for the variation of a water
resource works approval.

New section 162 will require consultation on an application
for a water resource works approval, or for the variation of
such an approval, in cases specified by the relevant water
allocation plan.

New section 163 will allow for the cancellation of a water
resource works approval if the relevant works are not, over
a period prescribed by the regulations, constructed or
substantially completed, or used, or used to a significant
degree.

New section 164 confirms that a water resource works
approval attaches to the site to which the approval relates.
New section 164A will relate to the requirement to hokite

use approval with respect to the use of water taken from a
prescribed water resource.

New section 164B sets out associated requirements for
issuing site use approvals.

New section 164C provides for the variation of a site use
approval.

New section 164D will require consultation on an application
for a site use approval, or for the variation of such an
approval, in cases specified by the relevant water allocation
plan.

New section 164E will allow for the cancellation of a site use
approval in prescribed circumstances.

New section 164F confirms that a site use approval attaches
to the site to which the approval relates.

New section 164G will relate to the requirement to hold a
delivery capacity entitlement if a water allocation plan so
requires.

New section 164H sets out associated requirements for
issuing delivery capacity entitlements.

New section 164 provides that a delivery capacity entitle-
ment may be applied to any aspect of the taking of water at
a point of extraction, but cannot be directly applied to any
part of an irrigation system that distributes water after
extraction.
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New section 164J provides for the variation of a delivery
capacity entitlement.

New section 164K sets out a scheme for the transfer of a
delivery capacity entitlement.

New section 164L confirms that a delivery capacity entitle-
ment may be surrendered. . Consequential amendments must be made tGtband Water

New section 164M facilitates the recognition of (Qualco-Sunlands) Control Act 2000. A scheme is to be put in place
intergovernmental agreements associated with water entitlor dealing with transitional arrangements associated with new
ments under the Act. licensing arrangements.

New section 164N is comparable to existing section 155 of

49—Amendment of Schedule 4—Repealsand transitional
provisions

Related amendments are to be made to Schedule 4 of the Act.
Schedule 1—Related amendments and transitional
provisions

the Act. ;

New section 1640 is comparable to existing section 164 of Mr GRIFFITHSsecured the adjournment of the debate.
the Act.

New section 164P is comparable to existing section 162 of COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (CHILDREN IN

the Act. STATE CARE) (CHILDREN ON APY LANDS)

New section 164Q is comparable to existing section 163 of AMENDMENT BILL

the Act.

New section 164R provides that decisions on certain applica- ot : . .
tions or variations associated with water management 1N€ Legislative Council agreed to the bill with the

authorisations will be subject to the law, and the provisionsamendment indicated by the following schedule, to which
of the regional NRM plan, in force at the time that the amendment the Legislative Council desires the concurrence

decision is made (including, if relevant, at the time that aof the House of Assembly:

decision is made on an appeal). An exception to this principle

will be that there has been a delay in a determination by the New clause—After clause 7 insert:

Minister exceeding a specified period (after taking into
account any delays while the Minister has been waiting for
further information or an assessment).

40—Amendment of section 167—Allocation of reserved
water

41—Amendment of section 173—Water recovery and
other rights subject to board’s functions and powers

These are consequential amendments.

42—Amendment of section 174—Preliminary

This amendment will ensure that there is no doubt under
Chapter 8 that the assignment of a particular class of animal
or plant to different categories depending on the relevant
locality in the State can be varied or revoked.
43—Amendment of section 178—Sale of contaminated
items

The reference to "animal" in the penalty provision under
section 178(1) is superfluous. An incorrect cross-reference
is also being addressed.

44—Amendment of section 179—Offence to release
animalsor plants

Subsections (1) and (2) of section 179 provide offences to
release declared animals or plants. Subsection (3) provides
a defence, but that defence is expressed to apply only to
subsection (1). It should also apply to subsection (2).
45—Amendment of section 202—Right of appeal

Various consequential amendments need to be made to
section 202 of the Act.

In addition, section 202(3)(a) provides that an appeal against
anorder, or the variation of an order, under Chapter 9 must
be made within 21 days after the orderissued or the
variation ismade. The provision should also refer to repara-
tion authorisations. Furthermore, it is proposed that the
21 day period run from the time that the relevant instrument
or notice isserved.

46—Amendment of section 211—Compensation

These are consequential amendments.

47—Amendment of section 226—NRM Register

Itis proposed to create a special part of the NRM Register to
be calledThe Water Register. Schedule 3A will set out
specific provisions with respect to The Water Register.
48—Insertion of Schedule 3A

This schedule sets out a scheme for the registration of certain
entittements. A new scheme is to be introduced for the
lodging of applications for the registration of the transfer of
a relevant entitlement (clause 7).

Clauses 8 to 13 will make provision for the registration and

7A—Insertion of section 11A

After section 11 insert:
11A—Report of Minister in response to Commissioner’s
report

The minister must respond to each report of the commis-

sioner as follows:

(a) within three months after receipt of the report by the
Governor, the minister must make a preliminary
response indicating which (if any) of the recommen-
dations of the Commissioner it is intended be carried
out; and

(b) within six months after receipt of the report by the
Governor, the minister must make a full response
stating—

0] the recommendations of the Commissioner
that will be carried out and the manner in
which they will be carried out; and

(i)  therecommendations of the Commissioner
that will not be carried out and the reasons
for not carrying them out; and

(c) for each year for five years following the making of
the full response, the minister must, within three
months after the end of the year, make a further
response stating—

0] the recommendations of the Commissioner
that have been wholly or partly carried out
in the relevant year and the manner in
which they have been carried out; and

(iiy  if, during the relevant year, a decision has

been made not to carry out arecommenda-
tion of the Commissioner that was to be
carried out, the reasons for not carrying it
out; and

if, during the relevant year, a decision has
been made to carry out arecommendation
of the Commissioner that was not to be
carried out, the reasons for the decision and
the manner in which the recommendation
will be carried out; and

(d) a copy of each response must be laid before each

House of Parliament within three sitting days after it

is made.

(iii)

ADJOURNMENT

enforcement of security interests over water licences and At 10.16 p.m. the house adjourned until Thursday 21 June

water access entitlements.

at 10.30 a.m.



