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guestions are to be directed to the minister, not to advisers.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY It is up to the minister to refer questions to advisers for a
response. There may be television coverage from the northern
Wednesday 23 June 2004 ga|f’ery_ y g
| declare the proposed payments open for examination and
ask the minister whether he wishes to make an opening
statement.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will make a brief statement, if |
may. The 2004-05 budget supports new initiatives that will

ESTIMATESCOMMITTEE A

Chairman:
The Hon. R.B. Such

Members: consolidate South Australia’s leadership and sustainable
Ms F.E. Bedford management of the environment. Many of these initiatives are
The Hon. M.R. Buckby within the Department for Environment and Heritage which,
Ms V. Ciccarello as an agency, has adopted t_he following goals_:
The Hon. I.F. Evans 1. to move South Australia towards a sustainable future;

2. to conserve, value and celebrate South Australia’s
natural and cultural heritage;

3. to secure the future of South Australia’s coastal and
The Committee met at 11 a.m. marine environments;

4. to foster debate on the environment and engage the
community; and

5. to maximise organisational performance.
Before outlining key aspects of the DEH budget for the
Department for Environment and Heritage, $113 196 000coming year, | will first mention some of the significant
Administered Items for the Department for Environment developments and milestones that DEH has achieved in the

Mr R.M. Goldsworthy
Mr T. Koutsantonis

and Heritage, $3 589 000 past year. _ _ ,
In the area of heritage, there has been significant activity.
Witness: The discussion paper ‘Heritage Directions: a future for built

The Hon. J.D. Hill, Minister for Environment and heritage in South Australia’ was released on 8 August 2003
Conservation, Minister for the River Murray, Minister for the to seek public feedback on what should be done to conserve

Southern Suburbs, Minister Assisting the Premier in the Artsand celebrate our heritage. Eighty submissions were re-
ceived—many from local government, professional associa-

Departmental Advisers: tions, groups such as the Property Council of South Australia
Mr A. Holmes, Chief Executive, Department for Environ- and concerned individuals. What emerged from the submis-
ment and Heritage. sions was a clear message that local heritage needs better

Mr V. Levitzke, Acting Chief Executive, Zero Waste SA. protection. That is why the 2004-05 budget increases funding
Mr R. Janssan, Director of Business Services, Departmetiy $2.9 million over the next four years for heritage conser-
for Environment and Heritage. vation and management as part of the heritage direction
strategy. It is proposed to introduce legislative change,
The CHAIRMAN: Estimates committees are a relatively support councils in setting up local heritage registers, assist
informal procedure and, as such, there is no need to stand with heritage advice and review government-owned heritage
ask or answer questions. The committee will determine abuildings.
approximate time for consideration of proposed payments.| The area of fire management continues to be a focus for
ask the minister and the lead speaker for the oppositiothe government. On 23 May 2003 the Premier announced a
whether you have worked out a timetable? $10 million increase in the DEH budget over four years to
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, we have. increase the capacity of the department to plan and implement
The CHAIRMAN: Changes to committee membership fire management programs in parks across the state. 2004-05
will be notified as they occur. If the minister undertakes towill be the second year of the implementation of this
supply information at a later date, it must be submitted to th@rogram. During 2003-04 the following actions were taken:
committee secretary by no later than Friday 23 July. The specific fire management response and community
minister and lead speaker can make a brief opening statement, protection plans were developed;
if they wish. There will be a flexible approach to questions,” planning and implementation of prescribed burning
with three questions per member. Supplementary questions programs in high risk areas began;
are the exception, although some members have been trying fire crews have been involved in on-ground prevention,
to take a few liberties with that. A member who is not part of  protection and suppression work in strategic locations; and
the committee may, at the discretion of the chair, ask a 12 specialist staff have been recruited to enhance the
guestion. Questions must be based on lines of expenditure but department’s knowledge and skills in fire management.
I do not ask members to state that line of expenditure unlesghe department continued to develop strong partnerships with
they stray significantly from the purpose of the committee.the CFS and local communities in the planning and develop-
Members unable to complete their questions duringnent of fire management programs.
proceedings may submit them as questions on notice for In the area of sustainability, the Premier’s Round Table
inclusion in the House of AssembNotice Paper. There is  on Sustainability was established in October 2003. The round
no formal facility for the tabling of documents. However, table brings together South Australians from a variety of
documents can be supplied to the chair for distribution to théackgrounds, including the environment, social justice,
committee. Any material for incorporation inttansard must ~ energy, industry, law and finance. Priority issues identified
be purely statistical and no more than one page in length. Abby the round table include biodiversity, energy, sustainable
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settlement and sustainable primary production. The round implementation initiatives to address the sustainability of

table’s focus is on four main tasks: our coastal, marine and estuarine environments.
- providing advice on high level government policies and- Heritage directions
strategies; $2.9 million over four years for the Heritage Directions

engaging with the community over sustainability issues;  initiative of legislative change, training and support for
providing reports to government recommending policy local government and the community to protect our built
directions in priority areas annually; and heritage ($0.4 million will be allocated in the 2004-05
- participating in the audit of the State Strategic Plan. financial year).
The round table will help SA to continue to lead debate on the ©N€ Million Trees/Urban Forest
national sustainability agenda—an agenda that will create Extension of the One .M'”'Oﬂ Trees/Urban Forest pro-
economic benefits as well as safeguarding our environment. %raT, IS.O tha't”tgreel m't"'g% trggi 4(tW° for every South
In December 2003, the government released for consulta- Cg\firrla }%T)Cvgu nt? planted by '
tion the draft Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary Bill. The bill will $0.7 r?ﬂllion via intgrnal allocation for Caring for Country
be introduced into parliament in the near future. The bill's oo & package of programs to support natural
purpose is to protect the resident dolphins in the Port River resource management commitments. includina maior
and Barker Inlet area and their habitat by integrating manage- links, improved %arks management pliomning irr?provéd
ment activities of state government agencies operating within biodi’versity and conservation, cooperative ménagement
an area that.is of extreme importance to the state as an of parks and community enga[gement
S e a3 31 ot g rs S oo i lcatedio e
- - mental facilities across the state, and these include:
$250 000 per annum has been allocated for five years starting Museum of Economic Botany. $0.25 million
2003-04. Itis anticipated that private sector sponsorship and Y Y.

SRR L i ) " Victoria House upgrade, $1 million
community in-kind contributions will provide additional Western end tram barn (final stage), $645 000

support. - Belair National Park visitor facilities u illi
. pgrade, $1 million
In July 2003, the Premier announced that the govemment .\ jer Ranges visitor facilities upgrade, $0.25 million

quld be increasing' protection measures f(.)r the most Heysen Trail upgrade and maintenance, $0.25 million
environmentally sensitive wetlands of the Coongie Lakes area Heritage building protection, $0.2 million

within the Innamincka Regional Reserve. The new protection  enera| infrastructure capital maintenance, $2.35 million

measures announced included a new national park over ¢ e area of waste management and waste reduction has been

Wetlangha E.(ter'[nar:jent no-m;nlng zone ovte r areash of hig key area of reform for the government. Zero Waste SA was
waterbird habitat and a specia’ management 2one€ Where onl,|ished by proclamation on 1 July 2003. Its charter is to

walk-in geophysical survey and subsurface petroleum minergiminate waste or reduce waste to landfill and advance the

exploration access can occur. development of resource recovery and recycling as part of an

Amendments to the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972;aqrated strategy for the state. Zero Waste SA has a budget

to create the no-mining zone were passed by parliament ig- 5004-05 of $7.4 million funded from 50 per cent of the
December 2003. It is anticipated that a notice of motion tqy55te levy collected by the EPA. Zero Waste SA has made
establish the new national park will be tabled in parliamengigniﬁcam progress on the development of a state waste
shortly and the park proc_laim_ed by the end of the year. DO%trategy, and | expect to see a draft later this year.
and cat management legislation was approved by parliament peyejopment of two regional waste plans (the South-East
in May 2004. The legislation which requires that dogs in| 4cq| Government Association and Eyre Peninsula Regional
public streets must be leashed balances the need to prm%‘évelopment Board) is well advanced. Zero Waste SA, in
South Australians from dog attack with the needs of dog,s|iaporation with local councils, has held three household
owners to exercise their pets. hazardous waste collections. Almost 1 700 householders have

The legislation ensures that, if a dog owner can currentlyaken advantage of the collections at which over 55 tonne of
use a public park to exercise their dog (either off leash bukazardous waste has been received. With a budget of
under voice control or unleashed), they will continue to be$970 000 each year for the next three years, Zero Waste SA
able to use that park for the purpose, unless the local coungijj| carry out coliections in regional and rural South Australia
decides to change the status of the park. In relation to thgs \well as metropolitan Adelaide.
information presented in the Portfolio Statement of Financial Other Zero Waste SA programs include a plastic shopping
Performance (page 10.29), a decrease in budget expenditiygys reduction program, a program of waste reduction in
of approximately $4.7 million is shown for 2004-05 relative jndustry, government and the community and an investment
to the 2003-04 estimated result. program to provide infrastructure for the recycling industry.

However, as stated on page 10.36, a number of one-ofh summary, the DEH budget addresses the sustainability of
transactions during 2003-04, including commonwealthour coastal, marine and estuarine environments, it protects
financed expenditure of $2.7 million and TVSP payments obur built heritage, it enables the planting of two trees for
$2 million, has artificially inflated the estimated resultsevery South Australian by 2014 and it further supports nature
relative to the original 2003-04 budget. In 2004-05, thelinks and improves management, biodiversity and conserva-
agency will benefit from additional funding to progress ation planning in our parks.
number of key government priorities. These new initiatives  The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Davenport wish
include: to make a statement?

Living Coast Strategy TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, sir.

$5 million over four years, including $500 000 this year The CHAIRMAN: The member for Davenport.

for the Living Coast Strategy, which is a package of TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Vol. 3,

legislative change, planning, marine reserve creation angage 10.25, which relates to the coastal protection area of the
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budget. We all remember the vivid pictures of then premier TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | say, | am not prepared to
Dunstan going down to Glenelg to stop that tidal wave. | ammake a comment until | have had an opportunity to look at
wondering whether the minister intends to undertake the sanie | am not sure what the standard processes are for assessing
activity at Ceduna when— these matters. | will have a look into it: if there are deficien-

Mr Hanna interjecting: cies, we will have them fixed.

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: No, | am wondering whetherthe ~ TheHon. I.F. EVANS: The previous government made
minister intends to do the same activity when the 10-metr&n @nnouncement regarding marine protected areas. Again,
tidal wave hits Ceduna. To give some background to th&is is in relation to page 10.24. The marine protected areas
guestion, the Coastal Protection Board has given a writteHnder the previous government were to be completed by
response to an aquaculture application suggesting that t#905-06; that is, the MPAs would all be declared. Your
aquaculture application be refused. In the letter, Rob Tuckdiudget papers indicate that the marine protected areas will not
writes that the mean sea level may rise by more than 0.3 dt€ completed until 2010. Why has the marine protected areas
ametre, which it assumed in assessing this application. ThRfogram been put back five years? _
application was for an aquaculture development on land on TheHon. J.D. HILL: The governments pre-election
a 10-metre cliff adjacent to Ceduna. | am wondering on whaPolicies and the Living Coast strategy, as adopted by the
basis the Coastal Protection Board is advising that a 10-metgovernment on 29 March this year, provide for the protection
cliff might flood. My only assumption can be that there will Of areas of outstanding ecological significance through the
be a tidal wave. | am wondering whether the minister will go&Stablishment of the system of multiple use marine protected
to Ceduna and hold back the tidal wave so that this aquacu@’€@s and marine parks. The State Strategic Plan ‘Creating
ture development can proceed? Opportunities’ includes Target 3.5: the establishment of

TheHon. J.D. HILL: As tempting as itis to replicate the 19 marine protected_al_reas (MPAs) by 2010. It does not say
stunts of former premiers—it was a very successful one as.that they will not be_f|n|shed before then; that was the target

n the State Strategic Plan. The former government launched

recall. In fact, in the late 1970s, there was real agitation i} c o .
g \ge ‘Marine Protected Areas: A shared vision for MPASs in

South Australia when the seer suggested that a tidal wa L . X .
would consume Adelaide. There was genuine fear in the©Uth Australia’ for public consultation during 2002.
community, and Dunstan stood on the jetty. The_ former government also announce.d the establlshment

The Hon. M.R. Buckby interjecting: of a pilot study a'rea—_the Encounter pilot MPA—whlch

. : . extends from Carrickalinga Head on the Fleurieu Peninsula

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Well, it was a bit likeThe Day 4 point Marsden on Kangaroo Island, and from Cape
after Tomorrow—a very good movie. Dunstan went to the yuijjoghby on Kangaroo Island to the Murray Mouth. The
jetty at Glenelg and held the tides back. I am not aware of thyehartment for Environment and Heritage has the lead role
Coastal Protection Board's advice to that council, but | am, managing and delivering the MPA program under the
airection of an interdepartmental steering committee. This
ar the MPA program has a budget of $618 000; in addition,
e Department of Primary Industries and Resources is
pected to provide $70 000 for marine managers’ forums.
hen | became minister, | sought a face-to-face briefing on

basis the development is being proposed. There is a broa
issue about global warming and the impact that that will hav
on the weather patterns in South Australia. CSIRO produce,
a report (which has been made available to the public a

members of r?aéllagwgr;.t) on g:l:cmate crt;angef andr globaj here we were at in relation to the marine protection area. |
warming. We had a briefing on it for members of parliament s to|d that a process of consultation had begun: a series of

a month or SO ago. Predictions_are that not_only will theyrafts had been put out, people had been spoken to, and a
temperature rise in South Australia by up to 6° in parts of the, o haral time frame was in place.

state but also the rainfall and weather patterns will chang€ | ¢4iq that | did not want to start that process again, even

quite dramatically. We will have less rain but it will come w41 it was not necessarily the process that | would have
more intense, and major storm events are more likely alongn jertaken if I had been minister at the time, because people
the coast. | am not sure whether that is what the Coastglyy peen consulted. | said, ‘Just proceed with the policy
Protection Board had in mind, but | am certainly pleased Gy mework that you have in place. It s true that the time that
inquire into it. . . it has taken to implement this program has stretched, which

_TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Does it not illustrate a problem g really because of the complexities involved in the consulta-
with the Coastal Protection Board? It is clear that this hagions and the areas with which we are trying to deal. It has not
been a desktop summary of the application for developmentretched by five years. There is a State Strategic Plan
Anyone who had visited the site would have noticed that ijeadline, but | would hope that we would achieve those goals
was on a 10-metre cliff. They would not have written a letterpefore then.
to say that it might be subject to 0.3 of a metre flooding. Does Having been aware of the slippage in the program because
that not illustrate a problem within the agency; that is, thegf these complexities, | wanted to ensure that we had ample
Coastal Protection Board is not visiting the sites butitis stilkg do these things properly. Every one that we do will require
commenting on these applications? a significant amount of work, consultation and scientific

TheHon. J.D. HILL: All | have is the statement made research. | just do not think it would be sensible to say that
by the member. | have not had an opportunity to hear whajse will do them within a much shorter period because, based
the Coastal Protection Board has had to say or to look at then the time it has taken for the first couple, | would say it will
facts. | said that | would do that. | will not make any com- take a significant amount of time. | will ask Mr Holmes
ment or express an opinion until | have done that. whether he has anything to add
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, is it your view that the Mr HOLMES: No, nothing to add.

Coastal Protection Board should visit the sites of applications TheHon. J.D. HILL: It has just been pointed out to me
for aquaculture development prior to giving an opinion on thethat we have $5 million over four years to assist the initia-
development? Is it your opinion that it should do that? tive—$500 000 in this year's budget paper.
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, you say that it is the replace that with a mediterranean style garden which much
State Strategic Plan which sets the target, but in your owbetter reflects the nature of Adelaide’s climate. It will also
budget paper on page 10.24, the footnote clearly indicatesducate people—visitors to the garden—about sustainable
that your own department’s targeting is 19 MPAs by thelandscapes.
year 2010. It is your own department’s target. The board has also identified enhancement of visitor

TheHon.J.D.HILL: That comes from the State facilities associated with the Museum of Economic Botany
Strategic Plan, of course, and that is the goal. Perhaps ttieked to a new garden, which | refer to as Visitor Orientation
member does not understand the way in which it works. Thand Interpretation. The Museum of Economic Botany is an
State Strategic Plan sets a number of targets and gives a tirmeportant heritage building. Alterations to that building will
frame. Basically, they are over a 10-year time frame, but be very minimal but intended to make it a more useable
imagine many of those targets will be met well before thabuilding so that exhibitions and events can be held more
time frame. This is a new area for this state. It is contentiousgasily. | think that will be a great addition to the role of the
as the member would know. There is a whole range ofjarden. A multipurpose visitor facility is also being con-
stakeholders who have very strong views about this, partictsidered for Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens. In addition, work
larly the fishing industry. It has to be managed in a waywill be undertaken to refurbish the western end of the tram
which achieves broad community and stakeholder consentarn for use as a lecture and horticultural exhibition facility.
To rush into it artificially without having dotted all the i's and | think $600 000-odd has been put aside for that.
crossed all the t's would be a mistake, in my view. We are The board is reviewing these icon projects in the context
doing itin a sensible way. If it takes a little longer, it will take of the first site master plan for the Adelaide Botanic Garden
a little longer. in over 100 years, which will ensure the gardens continue to

MsCICCARELL O: Minister, | refer to subprogram 2.2, flourish to the 21st century. A revision of the Mount Lofty
Botanic Gardens, Portfolio Statements, page number 10.Zotanic Gardens site master plan will also occur. An
which refers to a Gardens 150 program which will lead to andependent foundation will be established to support
significant upgrade of the scientific, cultural and horticulturalfundraising by the gardens’ programs. Altogether we estimate
aspects of the gardens and celebrate 150 years of operatidthese projects could cost up to around $10 million, so we are
commencing in 2005. What significant upgrades will be madeery keen for the foundation to contribute substantially to
to the gardens? these programs.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The Botanic Gardens will celebrate  In 2004-05, the Department for Environment and Heritage
its 150th anniversary over the next few years: the 150thill invest $1 million towards the waterlily pavilion;
celebration next year of the establishment of the gardens $645 000 towards a lecture and horticultural exhibition
1855 and the 150th anniversary of the opening of the garderacility; $440 000 towards the western gateway to the
in 1857. The anniversary highlights the significance of theAdelaide Botanic Garden—and that is subject to discussions
gardens as both an important cultural and scientific institutiomith the Adelaide City Council—and $250 000 towards the
and as South Australia’s premier garden landscape. Itis aldduseum of Economic Botany and the Italianate Garden
probably the most important tourism asset we have in Southdaptation.

Australia. Members may be interested to know that the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question.
Botanic Gardens has about a million visitors each yeamo | take it then, minister, that there is no extra funding for
Obviously many of them are locals, but | would assume thathe Wittunga Botanic Gardens, as part of the Botanic Gardens
most people coming from interstate and overseas would visit50th year?

the gardens. The government recognises the importance of TheHon. J.D. HILL: There is work going on at Witt-
conserving and enhancing the gardens for future generationsiga. The member would be interested to know that the
and supports the board of the Botanic Gardens and Statetention is to use the house as a centre for the One Million
Herbarium in its Garden 150 program. Trees Urban Forest activities. So, that building will be used

The board has identified icon projects, including thein a much more productive way, and | guess that will require
restoration of Victoria House, which houses the waterlilysome additional work. These gardens are not listed as one of
pavilion. That is a famous iconic plant that the garden has hatthe sites for this particular project, but Mr Holmes might have
for some time, but Victoria House pretty well looks like the some other information.

Virginia tomato glasshouses. It is not an aesthetic building Mr HOLMES: I think your point that Wittunga is a focus

any longer. The intention is to demolish that— for our urban biodiversity activities is important. As the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It might be successful in growing member will be aware, the focus of Wittunga has changed
things. over the last 10 years from a high maintenance garden to a
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, the member might be right— garden that is more suitable for a Mediterranean landscape.
TheHon. |.F. Evansinterjecting: TheHon. J.D.HILL: | am advised that some minor
TheHon.J.D.HILL: No, we will not get into the capital works money has been put aside to do some work on
privatisation of the Botanic Gardens’ plantings. the footpaths and roads, etc. in that area.
TheHon. |.F. Evansinterjecting: MsCICCARELLO: I refer to the same program 2.2 on

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I understand the member’s point, page 10.16. The budget papers state that 400 000 local
but the intention is to replace the old building with a newindigenous plants will be established as part of the 2004
mini-crystal palace—a modern and beautiful glasshouse. Thglanting program for the One Million Trees initiative. What
establishment of a western gateway to the Adelaide Botaniare the details of these plantings, and will the minister outline
Garden from Frome Road in partnership with the Adelaidehe planning and partnerships involved in this program?
City Council and the establishment of a new garden on the TheHon. J.D. HILL: The SA Urban Forest One Million
site of the Italianate Garden. That is at the rear of thélrees program is a major initiative being implemented under
Museum of Economic Botany. At the moment it is an opernthe government’s broader greening agenda to ensure the
pond with a row of pines on either side. The intention is tosustainable development of Adelaide. It is linked directly
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with the existing Urban Forest biodiversity program, to whichprojects under the Urban Forest's Grow a Great School
I have just referred. The headquarters of both of thos®anner in partnership with catchment boards and non-
programs will eventually be at Wittunga. Through thegovernment organisations such as Greening Australia. In
involvement of community groups, employment programsaddition, planning has commenced to develop strategies to
state and local government and other agencies, the aim is éxtend the program to achieve a total of three million trees by
establish one million trees and associated native understor@@14, as | have already mentioned.
on sites around metropolitan Adelaide over a five-year period MsCICCARELLO: I refer to page 10.18. | understand
from 2003 to 2007. that an upgrade of visitor facilities in the Belair National Park
Importantly, the government is now committed to has beenannounced. What progress has occurred to date and
extending the Urban Forest program to achieve a target afhat further work is planned for the coming financial year?
three million trees by 2014, as outlined in the State Strategic TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for this
Plan and the recent budget announcements. The major focgaestion, and | am sure the member for Davenport will be
of the program is to undertake plantings throughout Adelinterested in this answer as well.
aide’s metropolitan open space system to recreate vegetation The Hon. | .F. EVANS: So will the member for Heysen.
types naturally occurring in the region, thereby contributing TheHon. J.D. HILL: It's in her electorate now, is it? She
to biodiversity conservation through the establishment of avill be interested as well. The planned upgrade of visitor
native habitat consistent with NatureLinks principles. This isfacilities at Belair will take place over several years and will
one of the great benefits of these particular metropolitainclude renovation or, where necessary, replacement of
based schemes. In the past, a lot of these schemes have aristing toilet amenities and picnic shelters together with site
taken into account those broader strategic goals and haveorks and rationalisation of infrastructure within the context
really just been tree-planting exercises, not necessarilgf the park’s heritage and bushland setting. Fifteen precincts
planting appropriate vegetation or putting in a whole rangéave been identified in the park’s recreation and heritage
of types of plants to create an ecology. Rather, they have jugbnes and upgrades will take place on a precinct by precinct
been almost ad hoc additions to particular pieces of théasis.
landscape. They have been beneficial and worthwhile in their The first two areas identified for upgrade are the Karka
own right but not part of a broader strategic focus. pavilion heritage precinct and the Pines bushland precinct. A
Improvements to the greenhouse amenity, air and watgroject budget of $700 000 for 2003-04 was allocated for
quality improvements are also expected. | am pleased tdesign and project management in the first stage of construc-
advise that in winter 2004 over 400 000 plants will betion. To date, the Karka pavilion has been fully restored and
established at more than 100 sites through 41 major projectsonstruction of new shelters and picnic and car parking
Action plans have been prepared for project sites, and thedacilities is under way. Concept designs for future works are
take into consideration all known opportunities and conscheduled for completion by December 2004 with construc-
straints including public access, safety and bushfire riskion to proceed during 2004-05 subject to approval. Funding
assessment. Onground work is guided by these detailed actiofi$1 million has been allocated to the project for the coming
plans, which cover vegetation types and condition, habitafinancial year for the balance of construction work at the
and other soil types, weed management, fire risk and publieines and Karka precincts, new design work and commence-
access issues. These action plans span a number of years ameht of construction of the Old Government House,
will provide a basis for further works and the extension ofGovernment Farm and Dianella precincts.
activities to achieve a total of three million trees by 2014. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, | refer to ‘Coast and
Overall planning is consistent with NatureLinks principlesMarine Conservation Services’, on page 10.24. The perform-
and aligned with the parklands’ 2036 initiative to enhanceance indicator MPA target is proclaimed as just one MPA this
Adelaide’s metropolitan open space system. There argear, with only 13 per cent of state waters being covered by
18 local councils and at least 12 state government agenciesarine plans. These are the same targets as last year. My
involved in this ambitious program which is now implement- question is: are we actually making any progress towards a
ing projects that range from large-scale revegetation to localomprehensive system of marine protected areas?
amenity and educationally focused sites. Volunteer and TheHon. J.D.HILL: | believe we are. | think | have
community involvement are key components of the progranalready answered that question in my previous answer, when
and arrangements have been put in place with Trees for Lifé,explained the difficulties in reaching this stage. However,
Conservation Volunteers Australia, Greening Australia] think we are now on the verge of being able to do this. It has
Rotary International and catchment boards to provide &een a complex process with both science, community and
coordinated approach to community engagement anstakeholder consultation and involvement. | think we have
involvement in targeting new participants in addition togot it pretty right now, so | am optimistic that we will be able
supporting existing groups. Volunteers are being in involvedo achieve these targets.
in planting projects and community groups are actively TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Just to elaborate on that, what
involved in planning and implementing many of the localwere the difficulties?
projects. Approximately 350 Trees for Life volunteers have TheHon. J.D. HILL: Sorry, what was the question?
raised almost 100 000 of the seedlings for 2014. | congratu- TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The minister has hedged around
late those volunteers for that effort. what the difficulties were. Will the minister give us some
The One Million Trees program has also supported theletails about what the difficulties were?
involvement of 115 Youth Conservation Corp participantsto TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will ask Mr Holmes to expand on
date and 80 Youth Conservation Corp participants ar¢hat.
expected to be involved in the One Million Trees projectsin = Mr HOLMES: By way of clarification, | believe the
2004-05. Participants will be involved in site preparation,performance indicator should read ‘No. of New Marine
plant establishment, community involvement and prograniProtected Areas’, because it is talking about one new marine
monitoring activities. More than 60 schools are involved inprotected area in 2004-05. Clearly, that relates to the
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Encounter marine protected area, which is being worked ooontaining background information for both planning areas
at the present time. Because that is a pilot and an opportunityave been drafted.

to set the scene for the future marine protected areas, it is The following public consultation for both the plan and
important that we get it right. The extensive consultation andhe framework will occur during the 2004-05 year. Public
the detail of how you might roll out new marine protectedinformation workshops will be held for the Lower Eyre and
areas has been worked up in that pilot, and that is why therhe Gulf St Vincent-Kangaroo Island planning areas; regional
is a single target for 2004-05. It is about getting the processonsultative committees will be established for the Lower
right and ensuring that the community is comfortable withEyre and the Gulf St Vincent-Kangaroo Island planning
what we are doing. areas; data collection will be conducted for the Lower Eyre

TheHon. |.[E. EVANS: Minister. the CE raised the issue and the Gulf St Vincent-Kangaroo Island planning areas; and

of the Encounter marine protected area. Again, that walPcus documents will be completed and distributed for the
P 9 (I%oower Eyre and the Gulf StVincent-Kangaroo Island

promised to be proclaimed last year: in fact, it was promise lanni
to be proclaimed within 12 months in 2002. Why has that noP'anning areas.

been delivered? Itis clear to me that the agency has taken its, 1€ Preliminary budget for all this is $412 000, which
eye off the ball. | can remember that when | was minister Wwill cover finalisation of the marine planning framework and
: the Spencer Gulf pilot marine plan, plus the planning and

ut myself on the Marine Managers Forum to drive this . X
P y 9 nsultation stages of the Gulf St Vincent marine plan and the

process through because it was wedged between t . . ;
agencies. It seems clear that this whole marine planning@er Spencer Gulf marine plan. As | have said previously,
e expect to receive another $70 000 from Primary

aspect of government has simply stalled. Why is it that th ! - . oo . -
Encounter marine protected area was not proclaimed lagtdustiies. There is no hidden agenda: itis taking a long time
ecause it is complex.

year? Why has that one in partlcular been delayed? Mr KOUTSANTONIS: My question is in relation to the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: All I can do is repeat what | have |iying coast strategy. Today ifihe Advertiser is an article
already said. | do not believe that the agency has taken its eyout the erosion of the dunes at West Beach due to a storm,
off the ball. | have had a number of briefings with the high rainfall and 70 kilometre winds. The article referred to
advisory committee and additional briefings from the officershe seawalls being able to take a one in 100-year storm. What
in charge, and | have asked these questions. It has just begnthe department doing to ensure that those sand dunes are
a very complex process. As the CE has said, we want tgeplenished quickly? | understand that the department is
ensure that we get the first one absolutely right because it Wilindertaking building a bike path on the dunes along the
be a model by which all other attempts will be judged. If weforeshore. Can the minister assure me that the bike paths
doitin a way which alienates or causes consternation in th@hich are being built will not in any way degrade the sand
community, then it will be very difficult to do again in the dunes which protect local residents?
future. I can only say that there is no devious reason. | would  TheHon. J.D. HILL: The living coast strategy is a whole
like to have them up and running, but we want to do it in aof government initiative setting out the environmental policy
way which has broad based support. directions that the state government will be taking over the

The issue of displaced effort (which is an issue aboufext five years to improve the management and protection of
which the member would be familiar) is something we haveSouth Australia’s coastal areas, estuaries and marine eco-
had to address—all the fears, anxieties and concerns expre§¥stems for their conservation and sustainable use. It will
ed by members of the community whenever you do someequire the support of all levels of government, industry and
thing which looks like interfering with their perceived sensethe community to further the strategy’s objectives. The
of their rights. That is why we have done it in this way. Thestrategy will be publicly released shortly; we are just working
Aboriginal community and the local councils have all beenon that at the moment. Several major policy and legislative
involved. It has been a very extensive process, and it hdBitiatives arise from that strategy. The government has
taken a long time. identified the need to develop an integrated framework for the

! management and protection of the marine environment,

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Page 10.8 of Volume 3 refers 10 a5 areas and estuaries. The government also undertook

the Spencer Gulf marine plan. Why has the marine plannin

. tb review coastal and marine legislation and administrative
framework been delayed? The Spencer Gulf marine plan w J

o o ructures, with a view to establishing a single coast and
to be finished last year, but I understand that that is still nof ;e agency, or board, to assist with integrated multi-use
complete. We do not have the marine protected areas bei

. anagement of the coast and marine environment.
an!nounced and we _do not have the Spencer Gulf marine plan The DEH is leading our state’s agency project steering
being completed, either.

committee and a stakeholder reference group to draft a public

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Before | answer that question, Mr consultation paper on a new coast and marine act to replace
Holmes has informed me that it took Victoria 15 years beforéhe Coastal Protection Act of 1972. It is anticipated that the
they had their first marine protected area, for the reasonspublic consultation paper will be available for comment in
have been discussing. In relation to the Spencer Gulf piloAugust/September 2004 and will be followed by a draft bill
marine plan, the draft South Australian marine planningn 2005. This new act will provide for integrated planning to
framework and draft Spencer Gulf pilot marine plan areprovide for appropriate use of the coast and marine environ-
currently being finalised by my department, and it is antici-ment consistent with environmentally sustainable principles.
pated that they will be released for public consultation in theThe basis for this will be coastal marine planning that gives
next month or so. The final Spencer Gulf pilot marine planregional guidance for informed decision making. The Coastal
and the South Australian marine planning framework shouldMarine Act will interact with and inform the Development
be available later this year. Data collection has been corAct of 1993, and the new natural resources management act
ducted for the Lower Spencer Gulf and the Gulf St Vincent{which is before the other house), as well as guide other coast
Kangaroo Island planning areas, and focus documentnd marine-based legislation.
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Embedded within this act will be the marine planning TheHon. J.D. HILL: There is a range of impacts on sand
framework to guide the management of current and futurenovement along the Adelaide beaches. There is a south-north
activities in the marine environment within the assimilativemovement, which is the natural movement. The sand tends
capability of the ecosystem. The framework provides for sixo move towards the north. A little comes back the other way
marine plans, based on the marine bio regions of the state, bwt it tends to go towards the north. In the past before
provide for the ecologically sustainable use of the marinelevelopment, there were probably several hundred metres of
environment. The draft marine planning framework and pilotsand dunes along the Adelaide coast, and those sand dunes
Spencer Gulf marine plan are currently being finalised fowould move in and out, capture the sand and replenish
public consultation this year. Another major initiative of the beaches as storms came through. There were also pretty well
living coast strategy (announced in the State Strategic Plamjeveloped seagrasses which held the sand in place.
is the establishment of 19 multiple-use marine protected areas We have interfered dramatically with that natural system.
by 2010. The waters around the Fleurieu Peninsula froriVe have built houses on the sand dunes so that the sand
Encounter Bay through Backstairs Passage to Yankalilla amunes no longer act in that natural way. The sand that is there
the location for the first proposal to which | have referred. is trapped and cannot replenish beaches. Over 170 years or

All these initiatives, along with the establishment of theS0, We have pumped out a whole lot of treated effluent (not
Adelaide dolphin sanctuary, form a significant step towardéréated very well in the past), stormwater and so on. That has
the integration and sustainable use of the South Australiahe!ped to kill off much of the seagrass. That has meant that
coast and marine environment. In relation to the foreshore t1€ sand held by the sea grasses is liberated, and a lot of that
which the member refers, the Coast Protection Board and tHg very fine sand, as | understand it. That has changed the
government is committed to ensuring that that coast i§lynamics.
protected, and that that sand is replenished when it is washed N addition, we have put a number of structures along the
away. We are looking for suitable supplies of sand. As th&oast: at Glenelg we have the hotel development with a
member probably knows, some four or five years ago, thgroyne for a harbour, and at West Beach is the groyne to
former government took all the available sand from mywhich the member has referred. The member for Davenport
electorate and shipped it to his electorate, so there is nothirlgitiated a project when he was minister which aims to study
supplies. It is a complex thing but we think that we are on tdhese things work—

anew source, butitis certainly our intention to replenish that TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Hear, hear! o
sand. TheHon. J.D. HILL: | give you credit where credit is

In relation to the bike track and the footpaths along thedue' These things are dynamic—how do they work and how

X -~ . do we get a better understanding of them? If you had your
Eﬁﬁ;ﬁ t[r)1§\t/elfor?«!%t‘rs)ac:;g;tth(;ra/“srzlrsattir forclrelzrglnlnt%ea:gdi ruthers, you would get rid of the houses along the coast,
close consultatFi)on and coIIaboFr)ation with r%);/ depart?/ﬁent Th reat all effluent and stormwater on land, and get rid of all the
. ; - : tructures. But, it is unlikely we will get rid of the houses. We
idea is not only to protect that important part of the coastal :
environment but also to ensure that it is accessible to the Move fo treat stormwater and effluent on land (and

. o . . aterproofing Adelaide is, in part, directed towards achiev-
public, and accessible in a way which does not degrade it. Aﬁﬁg that). One of the other things we can do is look at the

the member would know, a whole range of activity occurs tructures that are there now and see how they can aid the
along that part of the coast which is perhaps not in the be%anagement of sand rather than hinder it
interests of the coast. Indeed, in some areas, some peop € here is no doubt that the West Beach groyne stops sand

have almost privatised the public land in front of their places -
- ovement to the beach. We have just completed or are close
by erecting benches, barbecues, gardens and all the rest Oﬁg'completing building a breakwater off the beach at Sema-

-Ia—gglrﬁ t\;]v'e”ptzjebI?g;nﬁgﬁtsfoezcvggzsstzrg;eOpfiétgzeomg'r\]/édualsphore which is almed at trapping sand, so one theory is that
) ) - * we could have a series of barriers to trap sand and would have
Obviously councils are very much involved as they controkg move it back only a little way, so it could be managed in
the local planning. | know in my electorate, which has afOU”%icropods along the beach. But a lot of work needs to be
30 kilometres of coast, there has been quite a lot of commur{one on that. | am not too sure about the one in 100 year
ity involvement on a number of projects. One was highlystorm, so perhaps Mr Holmes can answer that.
contentious and involved much consultation with the My HOLMES: | think that the metropolitan beach
community. | think that the council and the community areprotection strategy that has been in place for the last 30 years
now close to a reasonable level of reconciliation about hovis one of the real success stories of managing beaches in
it should proceed. However, | understand the point that thaystralia. In fact, over that period, the sand on beaches has
member is making, and | think that it is a valid one. increased quite significantly and, in most locations, there is
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Some residents are blaming the sufficient protection for the one in 100 year storm. The two
groyne at West Beach for degrading the sand dunes arat three sensitive points are those that have been worked on
bringing the coastline closer to the seawall. They arever the last five or six years and, to take one in particular,
concerned about their properties. All bar seven of thehere is a point near the Semaphore breakwater that has just
properties at West Beach have a road and a seawall in frobeen constructed and, already, that is showing signs of
of them; the others have sand dunes. Then there are properte@scumulating sand and providing additional protection.
which do not have any coastal protection, road or seawall in At the moment the program is managed on the basis of the
front of them. If there is a one in 100-year storm, do we knowpressure points on the coastline and ensuring that there is
what damage will be done to those properties? Will thesufficient sand as a buffer for the one in 100 year storm event.
seawall hold up? Has the groyne stopped natural sand floAs the minister outlined, a major review of that coastal
building up along those beaches or has it caused no impastrategy is under way and it is likely that that study will show
at all? that the use of breakwaters and managing the beach as a
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series of smaller areas where sand is trapped and moved bawkvascular plants, vertebrate and invertebrate fauna across
down the beach is the likely way that we will proceed. a range of habitats within the state. This data is fundamental
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to the portfolio state- to understanding the conservation and management of native
ment at page 10.19. This statement makes reference to tepecies, habitats and ecosystems throughout South Australia.
progression of a Comprehensive, Adequate and RepresentBie survey program operates in a five year forward plan to
tive Reserve System. How is this conservation of nativeeomplete mapping of the regions of the state currently not
biodiversity being improved in the unrepresented north-easturveyed. The first round of surveys is scheduled for
pastoral zone? completion in 2015. Priority areas for biological survey in the
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for that nextfive years include the Gawler Bioregion and Nullarbor,
question. On 12 May this year the Department for EnvironSandy deserts (Great Victoria Desert and Strzelecki Desert),
ment and Heritage purchased at auction the 73 000 hectalr@r Western Eyre Peninsula and the rivers and flood plains
Bimbowrie Station in the Olary Ranges, which is aboutof the Lake Eyre Basin in South Australia.
30 kilometres north of Olary, for $2.36 million. The purchase In addition to maintaining the program funded by the state
of a pastoral lease within this region for inclusion in thegovernment ($923 000), funds are also sought from external
reserve system has been a high priority for the department feources: $1.396 million has been received from the common-
some time, and is a significant contribution to the Comprewealth through the NHT2 program and through regional
hensive, Adequate and Representative Reserve Systdiatural resource management arrangements for the rivers and
(CARRS) in South Australia and the national reserve systenflood plains of the Lake Eyre Basin (Arid Rivers and Cultural
offering an opportunity to conserve a number of threatenedfleritage Project), which is expected to be completed in 2007.
species and ecosystems. Funding for the Gawler Bioregion and Nullarbor biological
There are five state-level threatened ecosystems on ti¥Veys is being sought in association with PIRSAS Mineral
property, and the purchase increases by three the numberfggsources Division to identify areas of biological signifi-
ecosystems which environmental associations represent in tR@1Ce in highly prospective areas of the state.
South Australian reserve system. The property is known to The River Murray corridor and the Mid North York were
contain habitat for nationally threatened fauna, for examplgunded from the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water
the yellow-footed rock wallaby, and there were someQuality. The Sandy Desert survey is due for completion in
fantastic stories in the media in the last week about thé007, and the Eyre Peninsula will be completed in 2006. To
Bounce Back program which has significantly helped thelate these surveys have surveyed 80 Standard Biological
survival of that wallaby. There is also flora on this stationSurvey of South Australia survey quadrat for both flora and

which should be conserved—for example, the purple woodVertebrate fauna. The Murray corridor has been surveyed
and slender bell fruit. from the New South Wales and Victorian border to Berri and

Waikerie to Swan Reach. The remainder will be
Also, there are examples of early European pastors[fom ) . -
history on the property, including approximately six old surveyed in spring 2004. The Mid North component of the

shepherd huts and landmarks such as Antro Wool Shed, tipsvey was completed last autumn anda fgrther_ 60 quadrats
Bimbowrie post office, Mawson's Hut, stables and aWIII be sampled on the Yorke Peninsula this spring.

blacksmith's shop at Old Boolcoomatta. Aboriginal heritage furtherl 75’ fSIteS alotng the Ml.mathl';’ ertanq IS V\_/etlazrz)dosg
consisting of rock art sites, rock paintings and occupatio ﬁre San edtor aquatllctr)ngcromver elrg tes n sglrlng ’ |
sites also exist on the property. ese sites are currently being resampled to enable seasonal

. . . . . comparisons and the impact of salinity on aquatic macroin-
The geology of Bimbowrie, and in particular the Willyama o top oioc Perhaps that sounds a little complex and theoreti-

Complex, is unusual and interesting, making it popular with. o ") ;v njess we know what we have in South Australia in
educational institutions, prospectors and amateur geologlst[%rr’ns of our biodiversity, it means that we are not able to
The area has a geological setting similar to Broken Hill. pend the money we héve in our department in the most
Copper, lead, zinc and silver have all been mined in the pasrstfroductive way. The better the science the better the out-
and continue to be the focus of exploration efforts today. comes we can deliver for conservation purposes.

The purchase of this property will contribute to the  TheHon, |.F. EVANS: Given that the CE describes the
NatureLinks program and will establish a core protected aregetropolitan coast strategy as one of the great success stories
at the eastern-most extent of the Flinders Ranges Boungger the last 30 years, why has the department then slipped

Back program (to which | have already referred). It will build g1 mijlion worth of expenditure as a means of savings in this
on the biodiversity gains achieved on neighbouring Plumbaggear's pudget?

Station, where there has been recovery of yellow-footed rock The Hon. J.D. HILL: There are a couple of reasons,
wallaby populations, and provide a catalyst for furtheryhich, | think, | have already touched on. We are working on
expansion of the program eastwards. The commonwealth hgere to find the sand that can be used in future replenish-
recently advised that it will contribute over $1 million ment The money was available but we did not have anything
towards the purchase from the national reserve system spend it on in this year. We think that we are now closer
program of the Natural Heritage Trust, and we are grateful, finding a source. Also, of course, is the time involved in
to the commonwealth for its support of this program. the Semaphore trial. We want to know how that works so that
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: My last question again relates we can spend our money wisely. Coast management, as the
to the Portfolio Statement at page 10.15 where it is stated th@E mentioned, has been a 30 year success story. It has had
biological surveys of South Australia will be reviewed to jts ups and downs, | guess, but, basically, it has been a
establish further requirements of priorities. What reviewssuccess story.
have been undertaken, and what are the next stages? It is the result of adaptive management techniques. You
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member again: this is try it, you see how it works and you try something else, and
an important question. The Biological Survey of Souththat is the process we are going through. | think that most
Australia is mapping the distribution and relative abundanc&outh Australians would appreciate that we have pretty good
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beaches, and we have given pretty significant protection tanxiety was being expressed by local groups. | met with
property owners who have built along that coastline. Fronthem; they said that they felt there had not been adequate
those points of view, | think it is going pretty well. | will get consultation. This is not a criticism of the former minister or
Mr Holmes to correct me if | am wrong here, but | think that the staff at the time, as there had been quite extensive
the sand that came from my electorate a few years ago is stdbmmunication and consultation. | said to those who came
working its way through the system. It has not disappearetb see me that | would undertake some further consultation,
as quickly as might have been expected. which we did, and that delayed the project a little. Since that
Mr HOLMES: Thatis correct, but, again, it goes back to time the main reason has been the weather.
the point that the government has allocated significant funds TheHon. I.F. EVANS: When will the government
to the protection of metropolitan beaches over a long timeelease its contaminated land legislation? This was promised
period. Until we sort out the sand sourcing and until we sortast year and still has not been delivered.
out whether the pilot breakwaters work, it is unwise to TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thatis really within the EPA area,
proceed in those areas. It is just getting the answers rigland it is intended to be released at some stage this year. When
before you proceed. the EPA is before the committee, | will let you know. | do not
The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question have the briefing note with me at the moment, so | could not
to Mr Holmes, if the minister allows it. The money for the tell you now.
Semaphore breakwater was allocated in the last year of the TheHon. |.F. EVANS. During my time as minister, the
Liberal government. Why has it taken 2% years to get thatlepartment went to some lengths to secure land on the
project completed? Itis a series of geotextile bags filled withVaitpinga cliffs for the Heysen Trail to be re-established.
sand. It is not new technology. They are all down the easthey then offsold the balance of the land. | think that the CE
coast. Why has it taken two years to get that up and running®ight remember the windfall gain. Does the minister support
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will give a broader answer to that the application to put wind farms on the Waitpinga cliffs?
guestion and then we can fill in some of the detail atthe end. TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not do either: support it or not
The Semaphore Park foreshore has been eroding steaddypport it. It has not been brought to my attention as far as |
since the early 1980s. To date the board has been managiam aware. Are you talking about wind farms on the land
the erosion and protecting coastal development with beaddjacent to the Heysen Trail? | assume you do not mean land
replenishment using Semaphore beach as a sand sourowned by the department.
Following a comprehensive review of protection strategy TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My understanding is that the
alternatives in 1999/2000, the board selected the curreminister was written to in February of this year about the
strategy of protecting the Semaphore Park foreshore ansind farm proposal on top of the Waitpinga cliffs.
breakwaters, and this was endorsed by the then minister for TheHon. J.D. HILL: | could have been; | do not recall.
environment and heritage in November 2000. | can check it out. What is the concern—that there is a
The construction of a trial breakwater at the boundary oproposition to put wind towers on government land or
Semaphore Park and Semaphore South is stage 1 of thdjacent to government land?
board’s coast protection strategy for the eroding foreshore at TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Either/or. My understanding is
Semaphore Park. The trial breakwater will act as a sand trapat it is government land.
and be used as a more sustainable and cheaper source of sandheHon. J.D. HILL: It does not ring a bell, but | will
for ongoing replenishment of this erosion area. The triactheck it. We will try to get a reply to you before we finish
nature of the structure allows modifications to be made tooday.
determine the optimum breakwater parameters for the local TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The CE is not aware of a
conditions. Stage 2 proposes to make the trial structurproposal to putwind farms in any of the conservation parks?
permanent. Stage 3 proposes the construction of more Mr HOLMES: No, | am not.
breakwaters to provide direct protection to the eroding area TheHon. J.D. HILL: In conservation parks? | cannot
without the need for ongoing replenishment. recall a conservation park—we certainly would not be
Tenders for stage 1 closed in January 2003, and supporting that. | will chase it up. We will try to get a
successful bidder was selected in April 2003 with a bid ofresponse for you after lunch.
$122 million. The entire budget for the project was carried TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So, no-one knows anything about
over into 2003-04 because of the necessary lead time in ternit® You were written to four months ago not by me, but by a
of the supply of construction materials delaying constructiorconstituent—I am raising it on their behalf.
until 2003. Poor weather then slowed works until February TheHon. J.D. HILL: | get 1 000 letters a month. | cannot
2004. Since then the project has progressed well and thecall the detail of all of it, but | will chase it up over the
breakwater is due for completion by 30 June (this month)lunch break. We will get one of the officers here to chase it
Again, that is subject to fine weather conditions. | am not surep now and, if we can get a response back quickly for you,
what the last few days will have done. Associated sandve will do it.
carting may continue beyond this time frame. Mr HANNA: What funds are available in the budget to
We have allocated $100 000 to conduct the necessamake progress with wilderness protection area nominations?
monitoring for the evaluation of the breakwater’s perform-According to what | have been told, none has been pro-
ance as a method of providing sustainable coast protectionlaimed in the period of this Labor government. Indeed, there
During the trial period, an additional sum of $100 000 iswas an election commitment in Labor’s 20-point plan for
allocated from the Adelaide beach replenishment budget tbetter reserves and habitat to ‘expedite assessment of
maintain the unprotected area of Semaphore Park by samditstanding wilderness protection nominations’. | will give
carting from the sand accumulation caused by the breakwatem example in relation to the Hincks and Hambidge wilder-
So, weather has been part of the problem—you cannot doess on Central Eyre Peninsula. | am advised that the
these things at certain times of the year. The initial proces#/ilderness Advisory Committee made its report on these
was delayed by me. When | became minister, considerablreas in 1996. Nothing was done by the previous government
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until December 2001, when proposals went out for public Mr HOLMES: | think there are three points to make. One
comment. Now, more than two years after the opportunity fors that the National Parks Advisory Council is currently
public comment has closed, there is still no decision. reviewing the management plan process for the very reasons

TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for his thatyou have outlined. They are having a look at how that
guestion. | will have to take most of it on notice. | will give can be made more efficient and can actually produce better
some general comment though. Certainly, it is my intentiormanagement plans. That is under way at the moment. The
as minister to ensure that all of these applications fosecond point is that even though not all parks have manage-
wilderness are progressed. We have announced a coupleroént plans, the National Parks and Wildlife Act does
wilderness parks on the mainland. Whether or not they havprescribe in a fair amount of detail the management param-
been proclaimed at this stage, | am not sure. You have to geters for national parks, so they manage within those
through a process in order to get it to happen, but we havparameters.
agreed to Coffin Bay and Lincoln National Park. | justdonot  The point | would make in response to the minister's
have the briefing notes in front of me. That is at least two; weequest is that the management planning process is a slow and
are working our way through the Yellabinna area, which isedious one. It involves a great deal of consultation and
a major application. | hope to be able to make some arnprobably we need to look at the statutory basis for the
nouncements about that in the near future. preparation of those plans. Again, when the Advisory Council

There is a series of others, but we are working on thedvises the minister, it may well be that there is some
Yellabinna one at the moment. It is my intention to work substantial change made to the way that we approach
through all the applications. We have not made a commitmemhanagement plans in terms of improving both their effective-
to approving any of them, but we made a commitment taness and their efficiency.
work through them. We have approved one or two of them, Mr HANNA: As a supplementary question to that, could
as | have said. We are working on the Yellabinna one, so ithe minister provide me with news of the outcome of that
is in train. | will get a proper briefing for the member in review of the system for developing management plans, when
relation to where we are in each stage, because | just do nivbecomes available?
have that in front of me at the moment. TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, | would be happy to inform

Mr HANNA: That would be appreciated. My second the house about that. Commenting on the side here, one of the
question is in relation to parks and reserves on page 10.2things that we should perhaps look at is whether we need
where there is a reference to the performance indicators faemplate plans that we could provide as a stopgap measure
our state’s parks and reserves. It is suggested that an additiomhile we do more sophisticated plans for some areas. We
al six parks and reserves will be covered by managememuld look at different parts of the state. We will have the
plans. The concern | raise with the minister is the rate okight NRM regions, and | guess you could say that these are
progress with the development of management plans, givenoughly the kinds of things you need to do where itis wetter,
the addition of new parks into the system. At that rate itand these are the kinds of things you need to do where it is
would take many years for even half the parks in the systerdry, and have a management plan that applies while we work
to have management plans. Obviously they are a valuable totiirough the sophistication of it. | agree: we need to lift our
for managing the ecology of those places. game in this area, and the process that the legislation imposes

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | share the member’s concern. It upon us at the moment is quite burdensome. But | will
takes a long time to develop these management plans; thathiappily give you more information.
true. It is a matter of balancing the resources that are Mr HANNA: In respect of my third question, | acknow-
available. Do you spend money buying new parks, do yoledge that the budget papers refer to the preparation of
spend it employing new staff to look after them, or do youRamsar Management Plans for the Bool Lagoon and Hacks
spend money doing the science that is required to work outagoon, but | refer to the Coongie Lakes Ramsar Manage-
the management plan? We have to do all of those things andent Plan. It was 11 July last year when the Premier
you try and progress all of them a little bit at a time. announced the creation of a new national park in a special

The department is currently going through a review of thezone within the Innamincka regional reserve. Obviously, the
National Parks and Wildlife Act. | am keen, and I think | have development of a Ramsar Management Plan for the Coongie
probably told members and this committee before that | anhakes is important, given the contentious proposals for
keen, to modernise the act. It is an act that was put througiining in that region. Can the minister advise what resources
in 1972 and really has not had a lot of work done on it sinceare being applied to develop that, given that it is nearly a year
that time. since the declaration of the park?

We have a kind of historic set of classifications for our TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think we announced the formation
reserves and parks in South Australia which do not reallyf the park. | do not think we have proclaimed it yet. We are
make a lot of sense to the casual observer. If you refer tetill going through the legal processes. | hope we will be able
something as a national park or a conservation park they ate finish that this year. In relation to the resources committed,
different. A whole range of things can happen in conservatiohwill have to take that part on notice, but | will get a response
parks. It does not mean you cannot mine in them, it does ndtack to you.
mean you cannot do certain things in them. We need a TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, on page 10.28, Animal
classification system which is clear and appropriate. So, wé/elfare Services, does the RSPCA have the power to enter
are looking at the IUCN, the international classification, tosheds such as poultry sheds without having evidence that
come up with a model which we can apply to South Australiathere is a problem?

| am also hoping through that process that we can advance TheHon. J.D. HILL: | might take this on notice, because
more rapidly some of the developments of plans. Itis a timett is really a legal question rather than a budgetary question
consuming process. | will perhaps invite Mr Holmes tothat is being asked of me. | know that this a matter of
comment about the process we have to go through to develgontention. In fact, | think | may have asked the member a
a plan. similar question myself when | was the shadow minister. |
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know this is a contentious issue and there are various points councils, particularly small regional councils such as those
of view, so | am happy to get legal advice in relation to this.on the west coast? | am just wondering how it makes that
The other point | would make is that we are planning tojudgment and what criteria it looks at.

release a discussion paper shortly in relation to a review of TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ask Mr Levitzke to amplify
the RSPCA Act, and that will give all those who have goton this, but the first thing | would say is that Zero Waste is
issues with the way it operates—animal liberation, theyery much a collaboration between state and local govern-
RSPCA, Chris Gallus, Susan Jeanes and others—thfient. There are four people from local government on the
opportunity to express their opinion. | will get some properpoard of Zero Waste: the CEs of the two largest councils in
advice in relation to that. | do not want to just commentSouth Australia, Onkaparinga and Salisbury, although the
without proper legal advice. Salisbury council CE is wearing an EPA hat on that board;
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Just to follow on, so you can get a CE from a regional council; and one from Charles Sturt
advice on this as well, Mr Mark Peters, on ABC radio oncouncil. That range of people from councils will be very
9 June, advised the public that under the act they must getrauch aware of those issues that the honourable member has
warrant. They have to make sure that poultry farmers complyaised. Secondly, the Zero Waste board presents a strategy to
with property standards, but ‘we do not have the power to ggovernment and it will be up to government to adopt it. The
into sheds without having evidence that there is a problem ogabinet process, which will include a whole range of regional
the farm. So when we are invited to inspect, or certainly whefimpacts, processes and so on, will be able to look at all those
we hear of a problem on a farm, we then have the authoritssyes.
to, on warrant, to go to that property and investigate.’ Inyour  The honourable member is right: you could have zero

answer back to the house, could you also clarify whether theyaste tomorrow if you were prepared to fund at a very high
can enter with or without a warrant? rate how things are collected, treated and so on. We want to
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will do that. | am aware of not et there over time. We have put a 25 per cent reduction by

necessarily that quote but of the views that have beegom, which will be a very hard target to meet, but we are
expressed by the RSPCA. As we go through the review of the, mmitted to doing it. In relation to the particular issues, |
legislation that ultimately comes to the house, it will be up toi|| ask Mr Levitzke to say a few words.

the parliament to determine what powers the RSPCA ought

to have, whether it ought to be able to enter those kinds °|fn rlt\all rig‘nEa\I/;:;ilgg V\r/: aa[;aev;/grli(cl)r:%}/vvl\fgsl?:a:agr?g/grnn drr;‘eer?tin
properties without warrants and without any particular 9 prep 9 P ping

offence being committed. It seems to me reasonable th %Lls]réﬁst\?v%srﬁir?gl]aé]r? ihAoZepSIr;r?sf ;rr]: tlo%l?iﬁzsaft't:\r:a?r%:)%ltjg Znocj
some sort of regular inspection process could be undertaken. . ~ 7. """, . .
It might actually be to the benefit of the people operating th fie implications of implementing that strategy. That process

premises if they could say that the RSPCA has been througsﬁ also helping us to work through.the development of the
and given them a tick of approval, or whatever. That is ate waste strategy, so we are taking that learning on board

something we can perhaps expand on during the revief, Ve 90 and, hopefully, we will not impose great costs on

process, but | will get an answer back for the honourabléatepayers’ in regional South Australia, in particular. .
member on that. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As a supplementary question,

Mr HANNA: As a supplementary question, will the how does the EPA work with Zero Waste? The EPA has

minister detail when that discussion paper on the role of thontrol over waste dumps and landfill sites and Zero Waste
RSPCA will be made available and will it address the@Ver waste strategy. What the EPA does has a direct impact
particular issues that have been raised this week, in particul§f local councils and their capacity to land fill or manage
on theFour Corners program earlier this week, suggestingt eir waste. Is it pos_S|bIe, for instance, that the EPA could
that the RSPCA was failing to enforce animal welfare |aW§jeC|de to close landfill even though Zero Waste may not have
in respect of commercial intensive farming operations? N Place yet an appropriate waste management strategy for

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | would expect the paper to be thatarea?
distributed, subject to cabinet approval and all the normal TheHon. J.D. HILL: Let me try to explain how it works.
processes, relatively soon, within the next month or twoThe EPA is the regulatory arm: Zero Waste is the policy-
What was the second part of your question? setting arm, the education arm and the funding body that can

Mr HANNA: The second part of the question related toassist. Obviously, we want to make sure that there is good
the subject matter of the discussion paper. Apart from th€oordination between those two roles, so we have made sure
general question of whether we should have an RSPCA dbat there is cross-membership between Zero Waste and the
opposed to a government agency looking into animal welfar&PA. The chair of Zero Waste is Allan Holmes, the CE of my
issues, will it go to the specific point raised on theur ~ department, but Allan is also a member of the EPA board.
Corners program this week, which was whether the RSPCAThe EPA also has a seat on the Zero Waste board and
has been adequately addressing commercial intensive farmifgrrently nominated Mr Stephen Hains, the CE of Salisbury,
operations, such as sow stalls? as the EPA person on that board.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I guess it depends on how you look  So, there are on the Zero Waste board two people who
at the review, but the review is looking at how adequate théaave an EPA connection and two people, therefore, on the
act is and | guess those issues will come up through thEPA board who have a Zero Waste connection. We are trying
consultation process. | imagine there will be plenty of peopleo get that connectivity between the two agencies so that they
making those kinds of claims, and that is something we caare not doing things that are contradictory. The bottom line,
look at through the review. | suppose, is that the EPA has to work out what the standards

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a general question in are and then apply regulations. Zero Waste will in some
relation to Zero Waste (page 10.8). How does Zero Waste geases, as Mr Levitzke said, fund programs to help councils
about considering the question of how much cost it imposeachieve those outcomes. | think they work reasonably closely
on local council ratepayers when it imposes a waste strategggether. Perhaps Mr Holmes can comment.
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Mr HOLMES: | will add one comment. At our last EPA is doing one thing, Zero Waste is doing another and
meeting, which was an informal meeting of the board tosmall regional ratepayers are squeezed in the middle. | have
workshop the framework for a strategy, one of the majorecently been to the South-East, the Riverland and Eyre
issues of discussion was, in fact, the matter that the memb@eninsula, and this issue is being raised everywhere. | think
has raised, and it is at the front of our minds in terms ofthere is an issue where two agencies have got it out of sync.
developing this strategy and being realistic about the rate of TheHon.J.D. HILL: | disagree with the member’s
change and the costs that you impose on the community &uggestion about why there is a problem. | agree that there is
move towards zero waste. As | said, those issues are at teproblem, and it is because the landfill sites in a lot of
front of our minds, and the composition of the board meansegional communities are not up to scratch. Under its charter,
that they will receive active and proper consideration. the EPA has to ensure that they are up to scratch, and it is

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question. working out how to do it. Zero Waste is not contributing to
There are councils with which your officers are in discussionshe problem: Zero Waste is likely to be contributing to the
about imposing costs that are 20 per cent of the council'solution because it has money and it can subsidise those
annual turnover. councils to improve the way in which they do certain things.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think the member is referring to | do not think Zero Waste will create a problem for the rural
EPA regulatory requirements here—I think the member isommunities; | think it is part of the solution. The real
talking about landfill guidelines that the EPA has developedproblem is that they have landfill sites which are not up to

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: No, | am talking about transport scratch, and the real problem for them is how hard and how
costs—transporting the waste out of their council aredast the EPA will insist that they get up to an appropriate
because of the rules that have been applied. standard. | think the EPA is mindful that rural communities

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I understand what the member is have fewer resources available to them than the bigger city
referring to. That is not a Zero Waste requirement, as touncils. While it is not necessarily allowing lower standards,

understand it. it is trying to come up with a framework which addresses the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: But does that not illustrate the EPA's concerns without causing too many financial pressures
problem? for the councils. | do not think Zero Waste is part of the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: No. problem; | think it is part of the solution.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Zero Waste is being approached  TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | refer to page 10.10. Minister,
to subsidise the transport cost? _ why is the government expending $10 million less on
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Perhaps Mr Levitzke can answer systainability this year than it did in 2002-03? In 2002-03,
that question. expenses were $30.8 million and this year expenses are

Mr LEVITZKE: Zero Waste is now working on a $20 million.
transport strategy for regional South Australia for recyclables  thaHon. 3.D. HILL: | am advised that the increase in

and waste. We have just let the contract to do that. We arg,,; exnenditure of approximately $7.9 million between the

Workmg totry to f.'nd the best ways W'th local government 3 4 estimated result and the 2004-05 budget primarily
regarcﬁr;g whekr)e It can :%tlongllse landfills and where thoSgyfects a reduction in sales and other revenue resuilting from
materials can be consolidated. a transfer of land administration functions to the Department

di TheHon. | 'hF' EVANS: Bu_lt itis truehthat the officzers '€ of Administrative and Information Services. As a conse-
ISCUSsIng W.'t, some councils costs that are up to 20 per Ceflance of the transfer, revenues previously collected will be
of the council’s rate base. | understand that one council h bstituted with appropriation in 2004-05, resulting in a

a rate base of just over $1 million, and the costs they arg;, i ; ; ; ;
. gnificant increase in net cost of services for this program.
talking about are $200 000 a year. That seems to be an
: . - TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | refer to page 10.15 and 10.16.
extraordinary imposition on a small rural rate base. Can the minister advise how mucph ?lew funding is being
TheHon. J.D. HILL: There is an issue with respect to girected to progressing the NatureLinks and No Species Loss

the standards that are applied in regional councils, anﬁtrategies or is this simply a rebadging of existing programs?
erhaps when Dr Vogel is here this afternoon you can as ' ) . ’
P bs W ge! ! you TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | think I have said in answer to

guestions, and | will get him to address some of those issues. . . ; . ;
The EPA is working with regional councils with respect to P'€VI0US questions during estimates, NatureLlnks and No
the appropriate standards. We have some very poor practic€C!€S Loss is really a phllqsophy to describe all the
landfill sites in rural South Australia; that is a given. We needProg9rams that the department is operating. There has been
to get them up to a reasonable standard; that is also, | thinROMe allocation, particularly in relation to the No Species
agiven. The question is: how do you fund it and how do you-0SS Strategy, of I think $700 000, which is an internal
support councils without bankrupting them? | think that jsreallocation. Itis really about _the philosophy. What money
really the basis of the question that the member is asking. W& Spent through DEH, particularly through the national
In its workings with the councils, the EPA has been tryingparkS and reserves system, through the Crown lands, through
to come up with some processes to help them. Zero Was | those other wildlife programs, and so on, should be

really is a body that is encouraging recycling, minimising use !rected to the overall strategic goals_ofes_,tablishing Nature-
y y ging recyting g inks across our landscape. NatureLinks is very much about

educating the community and doing all those general policg1 no v . a4 habi h
things. If it can help regional councils to achieve those goal§1aintaining, restoring and recreating habitat so that we
duce the chances of losing species. It is really a guiding

and if, at the same time, it is helping them to manage in othef® JOS :

ways, | think that is probably a good thing. | am not surePhilosophy for those existing expenditures.

whether the member is suggesting that it is inappropriate for TheHon.1.F. EVANS! Yes, but the question was: what

Zero Waste to be supporting councils in those ways. | do ndtew funding? Is there any extra money this year?

think that he is. TheHon.J.D.HILL: | just indicated that there is
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No. | am saying that | think there $700 000.

is a problem brewing in regional South Australia because the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: New money this year?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis reallocated internally from the point | make is that, through the sustainability round table
department for the no species lost strategy. (which we have established), we want to engage with the
The CHAIRMAN: Minister, what programs do you have broader community on those kinds of issues.

in place, or what programs are you considering to educate the The CE has established a ‘Stirring the possum’ series of
community to understand basic ecological principles and thgsctures designed to engage community debate about a whole
importance of conservation? Many people are still ignorant—range of environmental issues. Of course, through our public
and there are some in this place—and do not understand thglations section in the department, we promote stories in the
basic underlying concepts of ecology, and therefore, througkedia which highlight positive biodiversity. Recently, the
their behaviour, we get unacceptable actions. In my aregellow-footed rock wallaby story, as | mentioned, had a large
recently, | have seen people killing two wedged-tailed eaglegyn. | will ask Mr Holmes specifically to talk about our
In one government area—I will not say exactly where—weeducational programs.
had the clubbing to death of 10 wallabies. We see people . o) MES: | refer to the five goals in the depart-
removing trees, destroying remnant urban native vegetatiop s corporate plan. One of the important goals is fostering
and so the list goes on. We see people in rural areas who bate on the environment and engaging the community,
nothave an understanding of the importance of conservatiofyich are the very things about which the minister has been
What are you trying to do to try to change that mindset an,ing propping down to the detailed level, we have a small
provide a greater undgrstandlng amongst _those people? environmental education unit which works with the Depart-
Th_eHon. J.D. .H”‘L' Thank you, Mr Chalrman, for your ment for Education and Children’s Services specifically to
question. There is a range of programs which attempt to dyg,ence curriculum in schools around the things about
that. | will go through them in general terms, and askyhich you are talking. It is a small unit but it does extensive
Mr Holmes to perhaps fill in some of the detail. It is really awork. That unit is supported by two or three other key sites.
Kind of attitudina! change across the government agency. F@§,e s Cleland Wildlife Park which, like the zoo, provides
example, organisations such as the zoo, which is not g 5+ extension opportunity around nature conservation. The

government agency butwhich is funded by government, hag o nic Gardens has its own education program, again in a

very much recreated itself from being a menagerie with it§y5tnership with the Department for Education and Children's
collection of animals in cages that people gawk at to turnin

itself int tion facilit ervices. We have a comprehensive web site linked to our
! SeMslré;gd?oﬁgri]r?tee:}/:c;ionZ'aCI 1ty. environmental information directorate, which provides
. considerable information to people about these matters. There
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis fabulous, as the member for beop

- Sheisak ter of th d'sh is quite a comprehensive program of activity around educa-
Oorey says. She IS a kéen supportér ot (né 200, and She Was, and extension and changing people’s behaviours, as |
at the zoo foundation dinner the other night as herself. Thﬁave outlined

zoo, for example, is really casting itself as a conservation )
institution and it participates in a whole range of conservatio The.CHAI RMAN: | an’1 aware'that t_he Department fgr
ducation and Children’s Services is rewriting all its

initiatives. The educational component is very much part o

that. Visitors to the z0o, particularly Monarto, cannot help buuficulum documents at the moment. I do not know whether
understand some of those issues. A very good educatio pur departm_ent has_had any inputinto the science curricu-
program is run through that institution. | made some an_umthat is being rewritten but, if not, | would urge you to do

nouncements today about extra funding for the Botanic©: We still see people in the community who think that, if
Gardens which wants to emphasise its role as a culturai’®y have planted a tree, they have saved the environment
ithout seeing (as you indicated earlier today) the total

scientific and educational institution very much focused otV ] .
biodiversity outcomes. picture; thatis, the need for under-storey shrubs, grasses and

Our national parks system is really very much about nof® On- People write to my local paper who cannot understand
only giving people a pleasant day’s experience if they waIRNhy a creek line restoration project is gccurrlng. They do not
through the parks but also, in the process, educating the derstand that not allrees are equal,_that you have to get rid
about the value of biodiversity. Through the natural resourc@! S0me of the exotics otherwise you will not have any native
management legislation—once it is passed (hopefull?irdiife left _
soon)—we will establish local boards which will be charged | noticed that your department had some advertisements
with developing integrated natural resource managemetit the Southern Times urging people to be aware that the
plans for their areas. Much of this work has already beefgaves from cold climate, exotic trees damage riverine
done, but included in that will be a requirement for them toSystems. | commend you for doing that. However, | urge you
have a biodiversity plan for their area. Those biodiversityto intensify the education program throughout the wider
plans will involve active participation in conservation community not only for non-English speaking people but also
measures. We know through the water boards and soil boaré®f the total community because there is still much ignorance
that local people end up owning those programs and becori? the community.
ing their best advocates. | am confident that, through the TheHon. J.D. HILL: The chairman is right. | guess it
NRM process, we will have many advocates in place whalepends on whether you are an optimist or a pessimist;
will also push for biodiversity outcomes. whether you see the glass as being half full or half empty. |

The member’s question is really a key question for aralso believe that there is much knowledge and understanding
agency such as the Department for Environment and Herin the community. There is a greater understanding about
tage. We can spend a lot of money protecting bits of ouenvironmental issues now than ever in our history. Twenty
environment which are left over and trying to repair bitsyears or so ago, the understanding of environmental issues
which have been damaged, but unless we can affect the hearntas limited to a few slogans about recycling and car emis-
and minds of the population so that they are all advocates, #ions. | think that there is a much more subtle understanding
really comes to very little. We spend a lot of time thinking in the general community now about the inter-relationship of
about how we can engage the community. The final generall the elements in our environment and ecology and issues
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relating to biodiversity and sustainability. However, itisa TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for this
slow process. question. This is a very important question for us. As

| am very optimistic about the NRM process as themembers would be aware, the Department for Environment
appropriate process to engage the community in workingnd Heritage is responsible for fire management on land
through those issues. Not everyone becomes involved but vinder its control to ensure the protection of life and property
do create leaders, advocates and programs which operatedéid also the maintenance of biodiversity values. So, they
a local level and to which people can point. We now havéiave to do two things. On 23 May last year the Premier
wetlands in Adelaide at various places, where stormwater ighnounced a $10 million increase in the budget over four
collected and cleaned; and there are reeds, ducks and pleasg@@rs to increase the capacity for the department to plan and
places where people can walk their dogs—responsibly dmplement fire management programs in parks across the
course (on a leash and fully tailed)—or do whatever theystate; 2004-05 will be the second year of the implementation
want. By going through those processes, people start askir@ this program. During 2003-04 fire management responses
questions: ‘Why did this change?’ and ‘What happenednd community protection plans were developed for priority
here?’ There will be signs explaining it and saying, ‘Do notreserves, including a model for community bushfire protec-
get into that water: it is not fit for human contact because ition adjacent to national parks and a plan for the housing
is going through the process of being cleaned.’ | think thatwithin Innes National Park. Planning has also been undertak-

through those measures, we get the message across.  en for fire reserves in the South-East, and the public exhibi-
The Premier, of course, is a solar junkie, a strong advotion of the draft Flinders Chase fire management plan has

cate, and | think that that enthusiasm spills into the commun€en completed.

ity. We are hoping that this building will have solar panels on_ N @ddition, the fire management plan for the Mount Lofty

it and that all the major institutions will have solar panels.R@nges is nearing completion. Planning and implementation

That helps get the message across, and kids know abd®it Prescribed burning programs in high risk areas has also

them—they talk to their parents about them. It is a slowP€en undertaken. At this point | must say that the collabor-

process, but (and | know that you are a former educator, Mgtion and cooperation between the department and the

Chairman, as was I) while not every student gets an A, w&ountry Fire Service is extremely good—I think it is

hope that they all improve over the course of time. probably better here than anywhere else in Australia—and |
MsBEDFORD: | refer to Portfolio Statement page 10.24, acknowledge the positive comments that the head of the CFS

which states that the Encounter Marine Protected AreHjad to make about the relationship in the estimates committee

. : : e other day. The DEH, in cooperation with the CFS, have
%F;ﬂhvi\gllt:rzgtrgclalmed. What actions are under way tOconducted 18 prescribed burns totalling 489 hectares during

TheHon. JD.HILL: | thank the member for her spring last year and autumn this year. The majority of those

. ; o . burns were in the Mount Lofty Ranges with the goal of
question. This really clarifies the point asked by the membeﬁinimising the risk to life and property while taking into
for Davenport earlier on. The government’s pre-electio

lici nd the livin + strat rovide for the prot Infaccount protection of native wildlife and plants.
policies a e g coast strategy provide for the prolec- o\, ymer fire crews and Correctional Services pre-release

tion of areas of outstanding ecological significance througt&rewS have been involved in on-ground prevention, protection

the establishment of a system of multiple use marin : : : : : o

. nd suppression work in strategic locations, with priority
protected areas. A statutory framework for the _ded_manon_oworks being undertaken in the Mount Lofty Ranges. Twelve
MPAs and for addressing displacement of marine industri

A - e§pecialist staff have been recruited to enhance the

by such q§d|cat|or.1 is being gevg!oped: . department’s knowledge and skills in fire management.

In addition, marine and scientific advisory committees argrasearch and monitoring is also being enhanced through
also being established. A pilot study has been undertaken f@fese staff and research initiatives through the Bushfire
the establishment of a marine protected area in the wategspoperative Research Centre and cooperative arrangements
around the Fleurieu peninsula from Carrickalinga Head on thgjih tertiary institutions. The department is also continuing
Fleurieu peninsula to Point Marsden on Kangaroo Island an develop strong partnerships with the CFS and local
from Cape Willoughby on Kangaroo Island to the Murray communities in the planning and development of fire
mouth. DEH and PIRSA are working with the consultativemanagemem programs. The successful Bushfire 2004
committee and have jointly developed a draft proposal fognference, held in May this year, was another example of
public consultation in the last half of this year. agencies working together to improve their knowledge, skills

It is intended that the Encounter Marine Protected Areaind capacity to manage fire within the state.
will be proclaimed under the National Parks and Wildlife Act  MsBEDFORD: | have a supplementary question. Is any
as an interim measure while the new legislation is developegyork being done on incorporating indigenous fire manage-
The Encounter pilot consultative committee of 12 membersnent practices in our plans?
drawn from around the Fleurieu peninsula and Kangaroo TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thatis certainly a very interesting
Island was established in November 2002 because, as | hag@estion, and | guess the member is alluding to the fact that
already said, community consultation is a major focus of theraditional owners used fire as a way of managing the land.
marine protected areas program to establish an understandifgertainly had an impact and changed the nature of the
and custodianship of the most precious resource, our seas aiddiversity on this continent over thousands of years. | will
the unique organisms that inhabit them. perhaps ask Allan Holmes to comment on that.

MsBEDFORD: | refer to the same document, page = Mr HOLMES: | think there are three considerations in
10.22, which advises of the review of the DEH fire manageplanning fire management works, or undertaking controlled
ment policies following the Premier's Bushfire Summit. burns: first, the ecology of the area and understanding the
What activities will be undertaken in improving the planningimpact that fire has on plant and broader ecosystems; second,
and implementation of fire management programs in parkthe protection of life, property, neighbours and investments
across the state? in parks; and, third, the cultural activities of traditional
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owners (and, generally, of course, they relate to the ecologgrovide for public access and ensure that the site’s heritage
of the park). The problem is that there are very few placesalues are maintained.
where those cultures are intact and those practices continue

to be undertaken. It is continued only in the AP lands, where [Sitting suspended from 1.01 to 2 p.m.]
we have been doing some experimental work with communi-
ties to look at ecosystem management and traditional burning, M ember ship:

and some really interesting stuff is beginning to emerge in  \rs Hall substituted for Mr Goldsworthy.
terms of restoring that country not just from an ecological
point of view but also from a productivity point of view for TheHon. I.F. EVANS: The budget papers indicate that
people living in fairly traditional ways—that is, managing pew crown lands legislation is to be introduced. Does this
their production of food from the land. As | said, some reallymean that the deadlock conference on the current bill will not
interesting stuff is happening in the AP lands. proceed and that you will introduce totally new legislation?
MsBEDFORD: My last question relates to page 10.6  TheHon. J.D. HILL: As a result of the competition
where reference is made to a review of the management, Usgjicy processes, crown lands legislation had to be reviewed.
and oyvnershlp of state go_vemment-owned heritage Site$.think that probably commenced when the member for
What s the government doing to manage the Fort Glanvillgyayenport was minister. | am not entirely sure of that, but it
and Marble Hill heritage sites to ensure that they remairag peen going on for some time. It is the government’s
accessible to the public and that their heritage values afgiention to bring that legislation before the house at some
protected? stage—I hope later this year. Regarding whether or not we
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for that proceed with the deadlock conference on the crown lands
question. There has been some public comment about bolégislation, | have been turning my mind to that over the last
those institutions so it is important to get the facts on thaveek or so. | think it is probably unnecessary to pursue it as
table. There will be little impact on fort maintenance andthe controversial bits that | added in did not survive. The
operations, which will be managed with an ongoing annuahdministrative bits did survive, but there were a number of
budget allocation of $25 000. In regard to access, currergther bits that were unacceptable to the government. The
statistics show that most visitors to the fort attend onquestion in my head is: do | spend time going through that
association open days—that is 1 087 people, or 43 per ceptocess when we will have to bring a lot of those measures
of a total of 2 522 visitors annually, and that also includesyack to the parliament anyway towards the end of the year?
school tours and self-guided tours. So, relatively few people have not finally decided, but my inclination is not to take
visit the fort. The fort will remain open for public access onyp the time of members in going through that deadlock

open days on the third Sunday of each month from Septembgbnference when we will be coming back with all of those
to May and for tours, subject to the availability of guides. matters again.

In addition, revenue generated on open days through an The Hon. I.F. EVANS: The minister may need to take
entry fee of $5.50 a person or $2.20 concession is collectegis question on notice. | have just been given this informa-
by the Fort Glanville Historical Association and retained bytion by the shadow minister in another place. Apparently, a
the group for the purchase of uniforms and for restoratiorpublic meeting was held in Ceduna last week with regard to
activities. freeholding perpetual crown lease land. Constituents have

Special funding of $20 000 was also made available to theontacted the opposition because of their concern at the
park in 2003-04 for preparation of the business assessmeunnderlying bullying tactics expressed at the meeting. |
report, expressions of interest call and site security upgradenderstand that perpetual crown lease holders at that meeting
The report recommends future management options for theere told that freeholding offers will be made to them with
fort and, in particular, identifies the possibility of working a limited time in which to respond. If they do not accept the
with an external business partner in conjunction with theconditions in that correspondence, the opportunity to freehold
association to raise the profile of the fort and improve itsat $2 000 per lease will be removed and $6 000 per lease will
financial viability. A public call for expressions of interest to be put into place.

select an appropriate business partner has been commissionedrhese constituents have told the opposition that they were
and will be completed by the end of the 2003-04 financialery firmly told that under no circumstances would they be
year. Arrangements will be implemented in 2004-05. able to sell the property unless it is freeholded and that the

The Marble Hill site has been managed by the DEH inamount of coastal land to be resumed by the Crown has in
association with the Friends of Marble Hill since 1992.some cases gone from 50 metres to 150 metres. This is now
Current activities focus on protecting the heritage values angart of the offer that must be responded to urgently. My
associated infrastructure, and $100 000 worth of repair anguestions are: given that the legislation is in abeyance and
maintenance work was completed in 2003-04. In additioncannot be reclaimed without the deadlock conference being
specific projects have been undertaken through the Statesolved, why did the department give false information to
Heritage Fund, the former National Estate Grants prograrthe public? Does the minister agree that the information given
and DEH grants to the Friends of Marble Hill. A rental was false? What action does the minister intend to take with
income of $5 000 to $6 000 a year is also received from theegard to this, and will apologies be sent to the constituents
cottage attached to the tearooms, which is used for repaiinvolved? Why is the Crown subsuming three times the
works. distance of agreed coastal land?

The greater natural area that surrounds the Marble Hill TheHon. J.D. HILL: | assume the question is about
ruin is being managed for nature conservation by theoastal and river perpetual crown leases, because all the other
department. To ensure that the site’s heritage continues to Iperpetual leaseholders, other than rangelands and river and
protected, a brief for expressions of interest is currently beingoastal leaseholders, | would have imagined have put in their
drafted. The brief seeks proposals that can generate incomeguests. We gave a longer period of time to those who have
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coastal land. As the member would remember, that was to TheHon.J.D. HILL: Why not indeed! That is the
enable greater consideration to be given to the detailed issugsestion that has confronted governments of both persuasions
associated with coastal protection. As | understand it, théor some time. On many issues there are differences of
rules that apply refer to a minimum of 50 metres having to bepinion, but on this issue there seems to be bipartisanship in
kept under Crown control. It could be greater than 50 metrethe opinion that governments have been reluctant to embark
depending on the form of the land. For instance, if sand dunesn that proposal, not so much because of the ethics of that—
go back 150 metres, that would be considered part of thalthough that is an issue—but | think it could be done in a
coast and ought to be within the Crown reserve. We are tryinpumane way, as the member is suggesting. It is probably
to work through these issues at both a scientific and @ossible that we could convince the population of South
community level. Australia that it was a wise and sensible way of dealing with

| am not aware of any meeting that may have been helthe issue.
last week. | am certainly not aware of any of the issues to The real issue for us is the impact that has on our reputa-
which the member refers. | would be very surprised if officergtion: not all parts of the world have South Australia before
were bullying members of the public. They may have toldtheir eyes on a very regular basis. However, every time this
them that a deadline had been set by the government. Thig@ala issue comes up and a suggestion is made that they may
was known to everyone, and there is a policy to increase thee culled, the international, particularly the Japanese media,
cost of freeholding. However, | would be very surprised togoes a bit wild. Recently a number of people suggested
hear that people are being bullied. | will have a look at whagulling and, as a consequence of that, | was interviewed by
was said, but we are in the process generally of trying to workhree Japanese media outlets who sent reporters to South
through the issues about freeholding coastal properties. Thefaistralia. Two of them sent television crews: cameramen,
are more complex issues, as the member would know, to dgundmen and an interviewer; and a third sent to K.I. a
with the Surveyor-General’'s requirements which could béewspaper reporter, who interviewed me in my office. They
quite expensive in some circumstances. We are almost havitgent to K. 1. and talked to people on the island. There was
to look at this case by case to work out what has to be don&uge interest internationally.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Is the koala sterilisation program ~ The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting:
on Kangaroo Island still in operation? If so, how many koalas  The Hon. J.D. HILL: It possibly did. | get interview

were sterilised last year and at what cost, and how many aggquests from Europe and America, and | know that this issue
proposed to be sterilised this year and at what cost? is covered globally every time it is raised. That is just because

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The koala sterilisation programis a politician from the non-government parties suggested that
still in operation. Since 1925 the profile of koalas has shiftedt ought to happen. If we actually were to do it, | suggest to
from that of a species introduced to Kl for conservationyou that the media interest would be absolutely extraordinary;
purposes to one of over-population. The koalas’ highlywe would have more camera people on Kangaroo Island then
selective browsing is damaging to KI's unique vegetation, ashere would be koalas. It would just be a field day for
members would know. The cost of the program on K, sincenegative publicity. The government is concerned—as was the
its inception in 1997, is $1.8 million. The project, which former government—about the impact on our reputation and
operates within a population management framework ofhe impact that would have on our tourism. Kangaroo Island,
sterilisation and translocation, has been funded at $200 0GSf course, relies heavily on tourism—it is one of the prime
per year since 1998. To date, this funding has been used tourism locations in South Australia and, indeed, Australia.
administer the koala management program; to sterilisgVe are very concerned about what the cull might do. | have
approximately 4 000 koalas and translocate approximatelysked the department to provide me with some thoughts about
1500 sterilised koalas to a suitable habitat on the Southow we can manage this problem in a more sustainable way,
Australian mainland; and to monitor koala density and treeand | guess the bottom line is that we would need to put in
condition on Kl and at release sites. considerably more resources. If there are 30 000 or so koalas,

The management program is based on a course ¢ou would have to sterilise a significant number to have an
sterilisation and translocation. It is expected to be fundedmpact on the growth of the population. We are certainly
about $200 000 for the 2004-05 financial year. This fundindooking at all those options.

will support sterilisation, translocation, monitoring and  The CHAIRMAN: Minister, the reality is that—and it is
administration. I am not sure of the exact number of koalagot just of this government—a lot of these koalas are going
that have been sterilised. It is up to 200 each year, and thgd starve to death, which is a pretty cruel way to treat an
has been fairly standard since 1998. animal. If you did it elsewhere, the RSPCA would be onto
The CHAIRMAN: As to that issue of the koalas on you. | just think that the weight of evidence from experts is
Kangaroo Island, some people think in terms of shootinghat, somewhere along the line, you are going to have to do
them, which is a fairly crude but effective technique. | wouldsomething. | reject totally the idea of shooting them, but you
have thought that if you are anaesthetising them to give therare going to have some pretty sick animals that will need to
an operation (and | assume that that is what you are stilbe euthanased. | think that the issue is how you go about what
doing) | cannot see how people can easily object if they arés a very serious problem on what | think should be called
euthanased totally. Koala Island. What is needed is a sensible, humane approach,
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Rather than partially? which may be quietly putting them to sleep, but certainly not
The CHAIRMAN: Instead of having a sleep for an shooting them.
operation, they have eternal sleep, which is a humane way of TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not think it would be quietly
putting down other animals. The media portrayal seems to bgutting them to sleep—that is the problem. It would be
that someone will go around with a shot gun and blow thenputting them to sleep very noisily. | understand the point that
out of the trees, but the reality is that you are giving them arthe member is making and, as | have said in a lot of the media
anaesthetic, anyway. Why not euthanase them? interviews, logic is one thing, but you must bear in mind
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other things; in this case, it is our reputation and our tourism Target 5, state owned heritage assets to review the best
economy. However, | am aware of what the member is long-term management strategies for heritage assets in
saying. government ownership.

MrsHALL: I apologise that | was not present during this n relation to that last point, | should say to the member that
morning’s session; | understand that you made reference (iRe own, as a government, 300 or so buildings which are list-
part) to one of the questions that I have for the minister nowed under the State Heritage List. They range from a building
I refer to page 10.27 where, under ‘Performance Commensuch as this. | assume this building is one of those, although
tary’, a couple of sentences refer to the capacity of locaj do not know if the government owns it; however, it is
government to administer and manage heritage programwned in the general sense by the government. Marble Hill
which is going to be increased, and the management, use afbne of the places we own, and | guess Government House
ownership of state government-owned heritage sites whicjg one. There are some obvious ones which have practical
are to be reviewed, and improvements to the management gées and which provide a useful function for the community.
heritage in parks which will also occur. Then there are other places, such as the Adelaide Gaol and

On page 10.8, under ‘Targets for 2004-05', one of the dofqt Glanville—a whole range of places—which are owned
points is to establish a South Australian heritage councﬂby the community but held by the government. All of them,
Could the minister provide some information specifically—;s they had a lot of money spent on them, would be fantastic.
and he knows that | have been interested in this for SOM¢pere is no doubt about that. If you spent $5 million,
time—on the budget arrangements for Marble Hill and thegg million or $10 million on the Adelaide Gaol you would
ruins there. | have attended a number Qf meetings over thesve a great institution there. | do not know how much you
last couple of years, and one of the things that is of greakoyid want to spend on Fort Glanville, but the more you
concern to the Friends of Marble Hill and other interestedspend, the better the outcomes, | guess.
peaple (not the least of whom are those who actually use the We could spend tens of millions of dollars on Marble Hill
facility) is that the budget appears to be how so structure developing that site, and trying to restore it to its formér
that the very best they can hope for is ‘ongoing malntenanceglory_ You would have’ to spend tens of millions of dollars.

As th‘? minister would well unqlerstand, th"."t will create VEYAIl these buildings compete with each other and against all
significant problems for the site, for public access and fo'ihe other issues that the government has before it, not only in

safety issues, so | wonder if the minister can perhaps O.Ut"nfﬁe environment portfolio, but across government, so it is
to us what he has in mind with the South Australian Hemag'?rying to work out how to r’nanage it '

Council and specifically what plans, if any (because | am L
aware of a long held view within the agency) that sites such. Some of these buildings are held by the Department of En-
as Marble Hill do not have a big future. vironment, others are held by other government departments.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think probably that last comment | do not believe that the Department of Environment is the
is not accurate. I think sites like Marble Hill do have a big 9Nt Pody, necessarily, to hold and manage these buildings.

future, but the question is whether they have a big future withtS he“_tage section Is really not a building management
the Department of the Environment. | will get to that in a Section: itis rea}IIy a pol!cy development and adwsory section
minute. Generally, the Heritage Directions Framework Wa§n°I an education section. fl'h.e nat!onal park section, which
released on 8 August 2003 and incorporates key aspects GAn2ges some of these buildings, is really not about manag-
the government’s election policy on heritage. The implemen'—ng buildings: it is abqut managing the natural estate..
tation of Heritage Directions is being pursued through five  We do have an entity in government, namely, the History
targets, for improving heritage management in Southfrust, Whlch d_oes have _the capacity and skills to manage
Australia, as follows: heritage buildings and interpret them and use them for
- Target 1is Heritage Register, and that s to create a singf@urism purposes. | am sure that as the shadow minister you
register of state and local heritage places, regularlyvould appreciate that. The History Trust at the moment
reviewed and updated, so that both local and statg'anages three significant museums: the Migration Museum,
governments will have their lists on the one site. | thinkSouth Australian Maritime Museum, and the National Motor '
that will be very useful for anybody who is interested in Museum. We have also passed the Queen’s Theatre onto it
these issues, particularly developers. to manage, and it has done a very good job there.
Target 2, legislation to realign the Heritage Act and the We are looking at passing control of Carrick Hill to it, and
Development Act and improve South Australia’s heritagel imagine that a number of these other sites could be better
management framework. | am hoping to have heritagénanaged and interpreted by that body. Their ownership may
legislation before the house relatively soon. The Sustairstay with the Department of Environment, but they could
able Development Bill is out for consultation at the have responsibility for ongoing management and developing
moment and that contains new measures which imposecuratorial skills, marketing skills and so on.
number of requirements for local government. That is my broader plan. We are going to look at all of the
Target 3, local government to rationalise local heritage300 buildings which we own to work out if the ownership
management practices across local councils, improve therrangements and the management arrangements in place at
protection of local heritage places and increase support tilie moment are appropriate. Are the buildings being used in
local councils and heritage management. The budget hasmeaningful way? Can they be used in a more meaningful
$2.9 million, and a significant amount of that is to employway to satisfy current public needs, or could they be commer-
heritage experts who will work with local councils to help cially developed in some way? | would point to the Medina
them develop a local management plan. That has been ohtotel, which is an example of a heritage building that was a
of the problems. drain on state assets, | guess, but which has now been
Target 4, education and interpretation to promote heritageenovated and has added just so much to that part of the city;
appreciation, tourism opportunities, specialised trade skill#t is fantastic. There are some of those possibilities across the
and environmental sustainability objectives. state that we already have.
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In relation particularly to Marble Hill, | did go through the be on it. They will look at the options and the management
details of that, and perhaps just rather than go through it aitructures that we may need to put in place for the longer
again | will refer you to my answer this morning. The term. This will be the first time that there has been any
approach we are taking is that a brief for expressions ofystematic review of those assets. In addition, we have also
interest is being drafted, and that brief seeks proposals thagreed to provide the National Trust with an extra $130 000
can generate income, provide for public access and ensuaeyear, which will help increase its capacity, because it also
that the site’s heritage values are maintained. looks after a lot of state-owned heritage buildings, and its

I guess we are possibly looking in relation to Marble Hill activities and those assets are also an important part of our
for not necessarily a Medina Hotel style development butultural heritage but also important tourism assets.

something that can practically use that site in away whichis |t seems to me that, if we can develop some better
of benefit to the state and to our economy. They are the kindgructures and understandings, we can exploit these assets
of things we are working on. much more effectively and create more income, which we can

MrsHALL: As a supplementary question, one of thethen use to look after them. | cannot say that we are going to
issues following from the minister's answers is those heritaggave that done in a matter of weeks: this is a fairly long-term
building sites, the built heritage that is currently under theproject. In relation to Marble Hill, we are going out to tender,
responsibility of the Department for the Environment and| hope, relatively soon.

Heritage. In terms of time lines that we are talking about, I \1rsHALL: Could the minister define ‘relatively soon'?
have listened carefully to what the minister has said abouyt; that a week. a month. one year, or 10 years?

future programs and possibilities that the government is The Hon. J.D. HILL: | am not sure of the time line, but

looking at but, in the meantime, some of these particularlyﬂ(am advised that we are working on an expression of interest
significant built heritage sites under the care and control o 9 P

the minister's department are going to need some commiEnd hope to put out for tender relatively soon. It will not be

ment by the government to ensure that their maintenance a (9 ')\/Aera|r_|s Ab,i:,t\ll'&\_/vlllrl]g\c/’é ?ﬁ;wzevé%ilgss’ rzllt:vearﬁt to the Nature
public access issues are at least covered. ; q

My understancing, o those who nave been imolvecE2rSEaLon Frogra: The fst s et oy slectr
particularly with Marble Hill, is that it is of huge concern, ) P y

because the issues of public liability and occupational healt ?}gmgn%r:gt Q:Zaciﬁfrgzl a|f1 I\:Iii/nalltsé?rhg[d H:n dSsOlrjlglrﬁtreT
and safety are very real up there. Will the minister give g . ’ yinp y ’ y

commitment that the site will not be ‘defunded’ in the waiting he Sheidow Family Trust, is gradually becoming eroded and

period while the government makes up its mind about Whagamaged in various ways, both the built and natural heritage

it will do? Can the minister guarantee that the standards wil?f the area, and it is of some S|gn|f|cance_. Wha’g plans are
be maintained and that the facility will be maintained? afoot to assess anq preserve the value of it, and is there any
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | think the issue at Marble Hill is  S¢°P® atall for taking it into government hands? .
not so much the maintenance of ongoing funding. We have 1heHon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member raises an
been managing that, as | said, since 1992. In 2003-04 an extfjeresting issue that is common in urban areas. You have
$100 000 for repair and maintenance work was completed€mnant bits of a natural system, whether it be native
and specific projects have been funded through the Stal$getation or ariver or whatever, which have been modified
Heritage Fund. There is funding going in there and there ha® significantly over time that it is hard to see them as having
been. | think the frustration for the Friends of Marble Hill is 2y great environmental benefit. What do we do with those
that they would like to see a huge amount of money spent ogSSets and how do we manage them? | am not aware of any

that site to bring it to something closer to what it was in theParticular plans in relatio.n to thg Field River, although I will
ask the CE to comment in a minute.

past.
MrsHALL: | think it is not so much the money spent: It would seem to me that, through the NRM process, we
they would like a decision on its future. are establishing a mechanism to allow local communities to

TheHon. J.D. HILL: They are not happy with it staying begin investing in those assets and to use them in a produc-
as itis. What you are really asking is for an assurance that five way, in an environmental sense, which contributes to re-
would stay as it is, and | am saying that we keep funding i€stablishment of biodiversity corridors, parks or whatever in
to be maintained at that kind of current level. | do notour urban areas. Picking up a point which I know is important
disagree that we should be clear about its future. Equally, w® the chair, we need to ensure that, when we plant local
should be clear about what we are going to do with the otheéfdigenous plants, we have appropriate watercourse manage-
299 assets that we have. For example, we have Martindafgent and so on. This can all contribute to restoring some of
Hall up in Clare, which is an important tourism facility. | am these things if not to what they were in pre-settlement days
sure that the honourable member has been there. That is rtften atleast to something which is adding value to that local
as a DEH property, but it seems to me that it is not our bagommunity. I will now ask Mr Holmes to comment.
to be running guest houses or B&B places. Also, itisona Mr HOLMES: | am aware of some discussion between
large piece of land that does not have a lot of natural heritageur regional staff and council staff about that complex of
value, | would not think, although we can confirm that. Butpublic and private land along the Field River, but | am not
they are important assets to the community and | thinkaware of where that is at in terms of a broader plan of what
potentially have huge tourism potential. Martindale Hall is amight happen in the future. The only thing | will add is that
very attractive place where people like to go. ownership by the Crown is not necessarily the solution to the

We are in the process of establishing a working grougroblem. Ownership by council may provide the solution or,
across government that will have representatives from myglternatively, some control through the development plan, and
department, from Tourism, Treasury, the DAIS and, | think retaining the land in private ownership might also achieve
Planning, to systematically work through all these buildingghose ends. It does not have to be something that the state
and look at what the options are. The History Trust will alsogovernment owns.
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: We will get the member some Mr J. O’Daly, Director, Corporate and Business Support.

information in relation to that matter. - .
. L The CHAIRMAN: Does the minister wish to make an
Mr HANNA: Thank you. My remaining question is in opening statement?

relation to a site where there is a proposal for an ecotourism TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. The

resort or the like on Kangaroo Island. | am sorry that at this2003-04 financial year has been a very important one for the
Fhomé | aT not abtle to Fl)(;QVIdel more d%ta'l' EIUt : atr_n told th"E‘tEnvironment Protection Authority. It has been an opportunity
€ development would Involve considerable nalive Vegelag, o epa Board to consolidate its expanded role and to put

tion clegrance. It may be a matter th"f‘t Is sim_ply dealt with b3fts stamp on how the EPA will conduct its business now and
the Native Veegetation Council, but will the minister take thatinto the future. Current actions focusing on an improved

issue on notice to see whether there are any outstandirjlggislative mandate for the EPA include-

development applications on K.l. and to see whether there ISy, o £1yironment Protection (Miscellaneous) Amendment
any;hlng that state government agens:;es could doto preserve g; 2004, which represents a significant strengthening of
the interests of the native vegetation” the EP Act 1993, providing for more effective adminis-

The_lt-_lon. JD. H”‘lL: ! %m aV}/are that tr:jere lare SOTe tration of the act and the introduction of civil offences
Propositions, proposals orideas for various developments on ey the act—I expect to introduce this bill into this place

K.I. There have been for years, | guess, coming and going. yhen parliament resumes after the winter recess:

There has been some discussion about mariners, and so Qn’beverage container provisions of the EP Act 1993, which

t?owg;?t?ortlh; ;??rbseor amégtgtwt;]?cr:enf]ergggérxgﬁO\g%it: d will provide an expanded framework for regulating the
prop y g y dep J container deposit system and improve its efficacy;

and, as a result of those objections (although we were not the the Environment Protection (Site Contamination) Amend-

only ones objecting), the proposition was cancelled. . ; A X b
\>I/Ve had thJe advg)ntagepthaﬁ the member mentioned to me ment B'” an_d supporting legislation, Wh'c_h willintroduce
provisions into the Environment Protection Act 1993 to

before the lunch break that he might ask this question, so we " tamination. A final draft bill t
have asked the Native Vegetation Council whether it is aware manage site contamination. A final drat biil to govern-
ment has been prepared by the EPA and consultation will

of any applications. The council has not had any applications, . )
so | %/hirf)lf it must be very much at the concgptpsgage and occur shortly (which was part of an answer to the question
asked by the member for Davenport);

‘wouldn’t it be a good idea if we could’ stage. The Native 3 L ;
Vegetation Council would obviously apply the rules to any’ & "éview of the Radiation Protection and Control Act
proposed development. | guess we would say to people who 1982, which will update that legislation;
are contemplating those kinds of developments that it would the environment protection noise policy to manage the
probably be a good idea to talk to us informally to find out  impact of noise emissions on neighbouring communities;
what the rules are and to see whether there are some areasthe environment protection waste policy, which will
which would have less impact than others. There are parts of enable regulation of a wider range of waste types,
K.l. which have been developed or altered so significantly ensuring consistency in waste management activities in
that some additional development would be an improvement allowing the setting of targets for the diversion of waste
rather than a detriment. However, there are other areas, of to landfill;
course, where it is pristine, and it would be an absolute the development of the load-based licensing system,
scandal to allow those kind of developments. We would be which will provide a more equitable basis for the licensing
happy to work with people. of activities based upon the pollutant load discharge to the

I would also like to add that, earlier in estimates today, the environment; and
member for Davenport raised the issue of a proposed the environment protection air quality policy, which will
development near Ceduna that had been forwarded to the manage the air environment of South Australia.
Coastal Protection Board for comment, in accordance witlviany programs and projects are also being implemented by
the Development Act. | am advised that the Coastal Proteghe EPA. Some examples of these are as follows: accredited
tion Board objected to the proposal, but on the basis that it ifcensing, which has introduced an incentive for licensees
not an appropriate development in the coastal zone. Thgho demonstrate excellence in environmental management
decision was not taken on the basis of the impact of the megitactice; a framework which has been developed to assess
sea level, which the member rightly noted could be 0.Znd report on industry monitoring programs; and a process
metres. | am also advised that, since the comment was madgas also been developed to analyse and assess emissions data
the local council has decided that the Development Asses§om organisations licensed by the EPA. Approximately
ment Commission is the appropriate planning authority rathego licensees’ data have been reviewed to support the
than the council. The applicant then withdrew the applicatiojevelopment of the load-based licensing programs.
with the intention of lodging a new application with the  |n 2003, the EPA state of the environment report was also
commission. | am also advised that the commission has negleased. The report covers a five-year period and highlights

yet received this application. . both the positives and negatives of our collective stewardship
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | of this environment. While there have been significant gains
declare the examination of the votes completed. in some areas in the past two years such as the River Murray,

improved lead levels in Adelaide, improved land management
and the recovery of a number of threatened species, itis clear
that more work has to be done in a number of areas which

Environment Protection Authority, $8 692 000 have received little attention in past years. For instance,
_ resource consumption is rising, as is the amount of waste
Departmental Advisers: generated. Our energy consumption continues to rise and our

Dr P. Vogel, Chair and Chief Executive of the Environ- water resource usage is unsustainable. Greenhouse gas
ment Protection Authority. emissions from Australia and our state continue to rise.
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The EPA continues to address environmental sustain- Dr VOGEL: It is my understanding that the pump station
ability through balanced and strong legislation, and byitself is not licensed. It is not a licensed facility. It is not an
developing programs and policies which provide the basis foactivity that is likely to cause pollution, therefore it is not an
sound decision making, all of which are being used to worlenvironmentally significant activity. It is a pump station: it
with industry and community to achieve the best environdis not an activity itself.
mental, social and economic outcomes for this state. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: But it did cause a pollution

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: The minister has mentioned the incident, did it not?
contaminated land legislation. | understand that it will be Dr VOGEL: As a result of another incident. My under-
introduced shortly—whatever ‘shortly’ means. Will that standing is that it is not a licensed activity, therefore the

legislation apply to the Mobil site? action that we take would have to be commensurate with that
TheHon. J.D. HILL: My understanding is that it will; approach.

yes. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | ask this through the minister:
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Will it also apply to the Mitsu- surely, when you look at SA Water and its facilities, you ask

bishi site? what happens if power is cut? To me, that would be a logical

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I would assume so. ltwill apply to duéstion. What happens if power is cut to this pumping—

all public and private land in South Australia. That is the M Koutsantonisinterjecting:
intention. It will cover the field, as | understand it. TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | am not on the EPA board and

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Why did the EPA not prosecute never have been. Neither is your minister. | am not asking the

S : inister.
SA Water when one million litres of sewage spilled from anMnIs ! . .
outlet south of Hallett Cove Conservation Park? car?ﬂa{sllfglgrnsiﬁi’:;?cl)\lrili You cannot ask his adviser. You
TheHon. J.D. HILL: lwillask Dr Vogelto answerthat  ““ 100 ) F EVANS: | am going through the minister.
question. Of course, the EPA, as an_lndependent a“”?"”t urely, it is logical that the EPA would ask the entity they are
makes determinations about these kinds of matters. It is nqy ensing—in this case, SA Water—what happens when the
something that the government chqoses to do or not to.d jower is cut. Is that no"[ a logical question to ask? Then you
The EPA has prosecuted SA Water in relation to other site ould make a decision
and there is also a matter before the courts in relation to TheHon. J.D HILL'.In relation to this issue, | inspected
Transport SA. If there is some sort of suggestion that they A6 the day .th.e failure .occurred. It was a verg/ hot day and
a bit soft on government agencies, | can assure the Commm?ﬁere was stress on the power supplies in the southern
that that is not the case. However, | will ask Dr Vogel toSuburbs | am not quite sure why it broke down
answer in relation to this particular issue. TheHon | E ES}ANS' So \)/vas the depa.rtment of
Dr VOGEL: | think that was the one where there was ay »nqnort prosecuted for the spill into the Torrens?
power failure and the pump station failed. In our view, that TheHon. J.D. HILL: Let me finish. | was saying that it
was not a deliberate act: it was as a result of a power failurg, < - powér f.ail'ure onithe day. | inspécted it. Dr Vogel has
and the incapacity of that station to deal with the power, : :

il d f| We h d that banswered the questions in relation to whether or not
allure and sewage overfiow. We have managed that DY \yater was to be prosecuted. | am advised that there are

talking to SA Water (through the development of a code),44ing discussions with SA Water and the EPA about
about what contingency measures they can practically put ifig,je|onments of strategies to avoid this in the future. I would
place to deal with 'ghose sorts of Qventualltles, be it baCk'.uﬂave thought that is appropriate when you learn that there has
power supply, having trucks available, etc. Those negotiageeny 5 problem: you try to work out ways to avoid it.
tions are still under way, but it was our view that, in thatyyhether that involves back-up generators or mobile genera-
instance, and in accordance with our compliance ang < which is I think one of the suggestions that has been
enforcement pollcy, prosecution would not have been the be ade), | guess they are still working through. | will ask
course of action to achieve the outcom_e. _ Dr Vogel if he has anything further to say.

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Are you advising the committee  pr \VOGEL : We are involved in ongoing discussions with
that your prosecution policy is that, if it is not deliberate, theng a \water as to the most cost-effective way of dealing with
there is no prosecution? those sorts of events—which are unusual. We are working

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will invite Dr Vogel to answer.  ith them. On my understanding, because it is not a licensed

Dr VOGEL: That is not the case. We need to address gacility, we have to find a sensible way for them to deal with
whole series of criteria before we would make a decisiont in a cost-effective way. They have a number of stations
about prosecution, and that document is now being devehround the state so we have to look at the whole state and
oped. It is one of the things which we look at. We have towhat happens. There is a lot of scenario planning around what
look at the harm that is caused to the environment, plus g cost-effective for SA Water, but with a clear intention that
whole range of other matters about whether or not they haghey manage those things to avert and minimise risk to the
plans in place, was it an accident, could it have been avoide@dnvironment.
etc. You need to go through a whole decision tree. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Was the department of transport

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Is it not true that the site was penalised for the spill into the Torrens?
licensed by the EPA? They licensed it knowing that there was TheHon. J.D. HILL: This matter is still, as | understand
no back-up generator and then, as a result, when the powgy in the judicial system. The Torrens Lake diesel spill
fails, the sewage spills. In part, is not the EPA at fault foroccurred on 23 July last year. The DPP has undertaken to
licensing a facility such as that without its having a back-upprosecute TransAdelaide for the offence of recklessly causing
generator? Why would the EPA license a facility that doeserious environmental harm contrary to section 79(1) of the
not have a back-up power source knowing that, if the poweact. So the matter is still—
source collapses, the sewage flows into the creek? TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Was that because of a pump

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ask Dr Vogel to answer that. failure?
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TheHon.J.D.HILL: If you are trying to draw a Castalloy prepared and submitted an initial Environment
comparison with the SA Water matter, the difference is thatmprovement Program (EPI) in 2003, which outlined the
this is a licensed facility. activities and time frames to achieve the required standards.

TheHon. I|.F. EVANS: | see. | think | have it right, now. HOWever, on presenting the plan to the EPA board, Castalloy
If an unlicensed facility spills a million litres of sewage in altered its stance and indicated that it would not honour the
one area, they are not prosecuted; but, if a licensed facilitgommitments made. As a consequence, the EPA sought
spills something in another area, they are prosecuted. Cafnendments to Castalloy’s licence relating to noise and odour
someone explain to me why whether it is licensed or unliStandards requiring compliance by 30 June this year (thatis,
censed has anything to do with the level of environmentall just & week or so). Castalloy appealed to the ERD court
harm? | do not understand the difference. One is a license@fainst the conditions imposed by the EPA on its licence, and
facility, the pump fails, there is a spill and they are prosecutthat matter is currently the subject of conference proceedings.
ed. One is an unlicensed facility, the power fails, there isa A representative of the Western Suburbs Residents
spill, and there is no penalty. | do not quite understand th&nvironment Association (WSREA) has successfully applied
difference. to be joined in defending the proposed conditions represented

. : by the Environmental Defender's Office. Castalloy has

Theton. J.D. HILL: I will ask DrVogel to try to recently commenced negotiations with the EPA with a view
) ) to finalising a revised EIP that has the full commitment of the

Dr VOGEL : In the case of the TransAdelaide spill (and company’s owners. Correspondence was received from the
| have to be ca_reful becaus_e it is before the courts), thﬁ/lanaging Director of ION Limited on 22 March 2004
amount of_materlal that went into the Torrens was deemed béfutlining Castalloy’s improvement plan and giving a
our investigators to have caused environmental harm. As & mmitment to implementing phase one of the plan, which
result_of an investigation, we co'u'ld demonstrate that anlr'nalﬁaS a completion date of August 2004.
had died and there was a significant change to the environ-
ment because of that spill. It was not a result of an unforesee, hieve significant reductions in odour and noise. Castalloy

ac_mdent: in our view, there was some foreknowledge_of wh as stated that further works are proposed after phase one,
might have occurred because of management practices. OH

. . ; ) bwever, these will be somewhat dependent on the level of
investigators had a fairly clear view that there was harmy, ., ement achieved in the first phase. A conference was
caused and we could demonstrate that through looking at tr}%

: tand Id a0 back and look at what Id in the ERD court on 22 March concerning the appeal.
environment and we could go back and look at what Manag&pg coyrt was advised that Castalloy has submitted an EIP
ment practices were in place.

and time was required by both the EPA and the joined third
In the SA Water case, a power failure that would lead tgparty to evaluate and respond to the document. The EPA is
such a significant event is not a usual event. We were lookingontinuing to undertake thorough investigations in prepara-
atit from an outcome perspective. We have to ask, ‘What cation for the next conference proceeding involving ION on
we do and what can SA Water do to manage that event so thaé July this year to ensure that environmental standards set
it does not happen again?’ In the case of TransAdelaide, iBy the EPA and time lines now being proposed by the EPA
our view, there was definitely harm to the environmentfor achieving these standards are reasonable and practicable.
resulting from management practices that could have been \without prejudice discussions between the EPA, Castalloy
averted. and the WSREA (the resident’s group) during conference
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to the Portfolio State- proceedings confirm general support by all parties for phase
ments at page 10.68. Castalloy is in my electorate at Northne environmental improvements, which, it is expected, will
Plympton. Some local residents have been receiving informdsring about noticeable reductions in odour and noise before
tion from members of an organisation saying that the EPAhe end of the year. The company appears committed to the
tried to stop them joining legal action against Castalloy. Orphase one works as it has recently submitted development
my understanding that is not true. Could you explore that, andpplications relating to these works to the City of West
also tell me what progress is being made to address commumerrens. All parties recognise the need for improvement
ity concerns about noise and odour emissions at Castalloyifeyond the level that will be achieved after completion of the

TheHon. J.D.HILL: | thank the member for his Phaseone works.
question. | acknowledge his ongoing and detailed interestin However, there appears to be disagreement at this stage
this issue, which is a problem for his community. | guesson time frames for achieving compliance with EPA standards.
Castalloy is an example of general problems, particularly infhe EPA as always will conduct its business in a manner that
the western suburbs, where planning decisions of 40, 50, grovides the best opportunity for a balanced outcome that
or 70 years ago put industry and housing against each oth@@nsiders the local community, industry and the environment.
The Castalloy foundry is located at North Plympton and ha think that, at this stage, that is the best we know.
been the subject of ongoing resident scrutiny for many years Mr KOUTSANTONIS: As a supplementary question,
due to odour and noise emissions. Over the past five yeansias there ever an attempt by the EPA or the prosecutor’s
the EPA has sought to bring Castalloy into compliance wittoffice—whatever it is called—to halt the resident’s group
current environmental standards. from joining the action against Castalloy?

Castalloy is subject to stringent monitoring and reporting The Hon. J.D. HILL: Certainly, | am not aware of it. |
requirements as conditions of its EPA and environmentaVill ask Dr Vogel to comment on that.
authorisation. Between December 2002 and March 2003, the Dr VOGEL : No, to my knowledge there has never been
company undertook community consultation regarding itsany attempt by any party to deny that access for a third party.
objective to become a no-odour, no-fume and low noise site  Mr KOUTSANTONI S: Further to that, how ofteniis the
within three years and to remove all automotive castings tengoing testing that occurs around Castalloy carried out, and
its new foundry at the Wingfield Cast Metals Precinct. is that information shared with the resident’s group?

explain it.

If predictions are correct, phase one of the plan will
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ask Dr Vogel to answer that probably knows, the EPA's charter imposes upon it a duty not

question. only to apply that environmental standard but to take into
Dr VOGEL: Are you talking about environmental accountthe economic consequences of its decisions. It works

monitoring? closely with industry to try to get outcomes which are
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Yes; noise and odour. beneficial for both the environment and (in the long term)

Dr VOGEL: There has been, | guess, an ongoing progranndustry. For example, in relation to Castalloy, | think the
of not only the EPA's doing some monitoring but also ouranswer | gave to the member for West Torrens indicates the
requesting Castalloy to do some emissions characterisatiorisvel of cooperation that is offered by the EPA to try to get
It has been a joint effort, but we must make sure that tha good outcome on that site without causing any loss of
information that we get is independent and valid enough foemployment.
us to make decisions and to provide advice about the human TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | assume you are saying that there
health risk assessment. We therefore also involve DHS iis no register kept as such?
providing that health risk assessment. | think that a very TheHon. J.D. HILL: No, there is no register kept.
important part of the whole process is to get sound scientific TpeHon, |.F. EVANS: Has the EPA engaged any
information and risk assessment which can advise OUgnsultants or contractors to advise it on its performance in
policies and strategies. ~ handling some projects?

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The secretary of the Australian 1 o, 3.0, HILL: I will ask Dr Vogel to answer that.
Workers Union, Wayne Hanson, has members who work tg, ess the EPA does get consultants in from time to time.
the Castalloy site. He called on the government to relocate Dr VOGEL : | think this goes to the heart of some of the

Castalloy to the Mitsubishi precinct as the factory will be zp g ok The whole issue around environmental regula-
gLOiZ'Tﬁai?&r;';SsttgfeiZﬁ 'ﬂ‘(g:’:ﬂ |Eanr?ggrtl|erlrt:ggngout thattion and economic developm_ent.is something about which we

’ are concerned as an organisation, and we have employed a
consultant recently to advise the board about the EPA's role
X . . . €Vver, €%, the transition to sustainability and how it deals with its
are possible opportunities, | think, for the Mitsubishi site tolegislation, which talks about ESD and our decision-making

be used for a range of other facilities. A metals’ precinct Wa%owers. We take those seriously, and we are trying to get

estjabli?heg .incthet Fl’lort r,]AdeIaide/(\jNingfiel(?c '?rea gndt,. ast ood advice so that we can advise the EPA board about how
understand it, Castalloy has moved some of its production tgy .~ 4 go about that.

that site. | think that is correct. If it could be encouraged to A fair amount of work has been done nationally and

move the rest of its production there, and if all the other. ;
foundries could do the same thing, it would be a good thin nternationally that puts to rest the argument that strong

but, I guess, a cost is involved in that. | think that it would be nvironmental regulation is an _|mped_|me_nt to economic
happy to move if the government were to pay the movemenqevelopment. A paper has been cwculatmg in the EPA, which
costs, but that would be an expensive operation was written by a former resource economist who worked for

It would then create a precedent in that, | suppose, everg]e portfolio and is now advising the UK government on

other company would want to be paid to move to the site. Bu ustainability. 1 think we need to look at the totality of
in the process of determining what should happen at th nvironmental regulation. As a board and as an EPA we are

Mitsubishi site (the Lonsdale site) there may well be a een to work with all parts of government and the community

. : nd industry to ensure that development is sustainable. We
opportunity for companies, such as Castalloy, to move ther(%'g;‘\'/ill as an EPA play a role in that and make a contribution to

company. It depends a littie on what happens with that SitEEnsure that development is ecologically sustainable. As | said,

The government has initiated a process to work out how t rom time to time we will employ consultants to advise the

optimise the value from the Lonsdale site with the closure o oard, and we are embarking upon th‘.”“ right now. .
MFi)tsubishi in about a year. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: How much did the EPA receive

I guess that is one of the options that would have to bd!! 2003-04 from the environment and enhancement levy, and
looked at. If it was to move. the EPA would come in to Whatis the budgeted amount from the levy to be received by

ensure that the operations at that site were appropriatg']e EPA th',s year? In what budget line is that amount $h°W“'
appropriately licensed and so on. It would also involve £2nd What is the current rate of the levy? In 2003 it was
clean-up, | guess, of the existing site. 11.5 per cent, | understand. o

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Is any procedure in place for the TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will get clarification if | do not
EPA to keep track of the job losses that result from any ofNSWer your question correctly, but | take it you are referring
their instructions or licensing conditions on business? ~ t0 the levy that is collected through SA Water bills?

TheHon. J.D.HILL: That is an interesting question, ~ TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Through the sewerage payment.
which could be turned around to say: is any environmental TheHon.J.D.HILL: SA Water pays a dividend to
tally kept on the health impact of businesses which operatéreasury. They collect the levy and pay a dividend to
outside the environment protection rules? We live in a societyreasury, and then Treasury distributes it. We do not get a
which has developed over time from the application of capitaparticular budget line or an income stream which is particu-
to create wealth without necessarily taking into account théarly tagged in that way, although | am sure there is some
environmental or health impacts of those techniques angrocess where that is accounted for, but it is not accounted for
technologies that have been implemented. As a communitgn our books.
we expect improved standards in a whole range of areas, TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | do not quite understand what
whether that be the driving of motor cars, education inyou mean by that. There has to be an income line.
schools or the environment. The EPA is charged with TheHon.J.D.HILL: It is an appropriation from
ensuring that those community standards are applie@ireasury. Probably a better question for the Treasurer or
consistently and appropriately to business. As the membe&A Water is: how is that money acquitted for a variety of
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projects? It goes into Treasury. We do not get a specifibetween particular wheel sets and squealing. The implemen-
allocation from SA Water. We get a total amount fromtation of a working solution based on this information will
Treasury as an appropriation. require more time and intellectual effort, as well as demon-

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Based on an agreed percentage?trable cooperation and commitment from each of the sectors

TheHon. J.D. HILL: That may well be. | am just not involved in the rail transport industry. However, the informa-
aware of that. | will ask Mr O’Daly to answer that. tion has led to a realistic concept of an appropriate monitoring

Mr O’DALY: That procedure changed a few years agoand fault-rectification system.

The percentage was originally set at something like 1.4 per The EPA will seek to encourage industry to take responsi-
cent of the environment and enhancement levy going to thhility to develop the system for the purposes of an industry-
EPA, but the process changed when SA Water agreed ted monitoring and response program. Rail operators and the
increase their dividend to Treasury, with Treasury therEPA have completed a program of monitoring campaigns to
passing an appropriated amount to the EPA equivalent to thatvestigate the incidents and characteristics of wheel squeal
amount. Since that first year, obviously the appropriation haand the relationship to individual wheel sets. The program is
been subject to normal indexation. So, there is no direct linkonsidered leading edge and is being viewed with great
any more to the amount of the environment enhancement leugpterest by interstate rail authorities.

that has been collected. This fundamental research, pursued jointly by the EPA

TheHon. J.D.HILL: | will have this checked, but | and the rail industry, will focus noise reduction on rectifying
understand that that happened under the former governmettie cause of the annoyance. Addressing the cause will lead

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am not sure whether you are to a much more practicable cost-effective solution by
going to source that information for me. That was not cleafocusing effort at the source of noise rather than intervening
from your answer. between the noise and the public using trackside mounds or

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Which bit do you want sourced? barriers or modifying dwellings to inhibit noise transmission

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: How much you get; what the at each and every bend in the track.
current rate is. In addition to conducting its own research to resolve

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think that was answered. We are particular local conflicts, the EPA maintains regular contact
not getting the current rate. | will check this, but my advicewith interstate rail organisations and environmental authori-
is that when you were in government the arrangements wetées to share information, research results, and develop
changed. We are now getting a direct allocation fromnationally consistent management strategies. Management
Treasury. There is no particular indexed amount, but | can getirategies will be helped by the recently heralded involvement
clarification of that framework for you if you like. in rail issues of the Land Transport Environment Committee

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Dr Vogel, in a previous answer (LTEC). LTEC is the national advisory group of senior
to the member for West Torrens, raised the issue of the wagfficials from environment and transport agencies, and it
they get the environmental health people from the Departreports to the National Transport Council—our national
ment of Human Services to work with the EPA on mattersenvironment protection council. The deliberations of LTEC,
Will the government now engage the environmental healtlwhich plans to hold a national forum of key stakeholders and
people from the Department of Human Services to come tenvironment-related rail issues later this year, are sure to
my electorate and look at the issue of train noise, which i®enefit from South Australia’s work in addressing rail squeal.
causing people some environmental health concerns. For In relation to the issue of the use of health officials, | will
those who live in certain areas of the electorate, close to thask Dr Vogel to comment.
line, the noise is a health issue—not just an environmental Dr VOGEL: The EPA acknowledges that noise can have
issue. Why have they not engaged the environmental healthhealth impact—there is no two ways about that. | am sure
people from the Human Services Department to date and withat DHS would say the same thing. We are looking at the
they now engage them? cause of the problem. It is a complex issue, as | am sure you

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will happily ask Dr Vogeltoadd would appreciate. We have spent significant resources in
to my comments, but | thought | would take this opportunityresearching this, and now we have to engage both the owners
to give the member a bit of a briefing about where we aref the track and rolling stock and the different organisations.
with wheel squeal. The government, through the EPA, halt is also a national issue—some of these organisations are
been addressing rail noise and the high pitched squeal arational. We have to tackle it from a state and national
some particular curves along rail lines. Extensive researcperspective, but at least we now have some science behind a
into the root causes of rail noise has implicated a variety o$olution that they can adopt by looking at those particular
factors including the track profile, rigidity and radius of pieces of rolling stock that are causing the problem. So, we
curvature, the wheel condition and profile, axle geometryare getting to the cause rather than the symptom. We at least
lubrication, weight and speed. Added to these is an elemehiave some sound science that can identify particular wheels
of random occurrence that has made it difficult to identifyrather than trying to build very expensive barriers.
consistent and, therefore, predictable causes. The recent TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | understand that one type of
introduction of ID tags on all rolling stock, sophisticated wheel causes the problem. Is that what the research has
acoustic monitors, and the corresponding computer softwafeund?
that allows complex analysis of the measured noise signals TheHon. J.D. HILL: That appears to be the case.
have provided the opportunity for renewed focus on this TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is a wheel type—A or B or
issue. something that suddenly—

Preliminary data analysis is very encouraging interms of Dr VOGEL: Yes, it would appear that they can now ID
being able to recommend practicable options to the raiparticular wheel sets on the rolling stock. With sophisticated
industry sustainably to reduce the occurrence of wheel squeahrgeted acoustic monitors you can actually pick out the
Data overwhelmingly indicates that, although there is amwheels that are a problem. By doing that, you can go back to
element of random occurrence, there is a strong correlatiotme operators and say, ‘It is that set of wheels. Why is that
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occurring? Why are those particular sets of wheels causindpe need for amendments to the EP Act to address site
that problem? Go back to the manufacturer or design ocontamination adequately.
whatever it might be. These events include the mothballing of the Port Stanvac
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: How does the EPA know that it refinery (to which we referred earlier), the West Lakes issue
is not a weight loading issue on the train that has an impacelating to cadmium contamination and the relocation of
on that one wheel on that particular load? SAHT tenants at Mead Street, Birkenhead, relating to
Dr VOGEL: That s all tied up with it, too, but it seems cyanide, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon contamination
to be a particular set of wheels. Maybe it is the desigrassociated with a former SAGASCO site. The EPA is
construction or the weight that both sets of wheels have bedinalising the Environment Protection (Miscellaneous)
bearing as it goes around a particular set of tracks for a longmendment Bill, together with amendments to planning
time. At least they can identify the set of wheels that isprocesses under the Development Act, and a series of
causing the problem, for whatever the reason. They can gguidelines and codes of practice to adequately address site
back and say, ‘That set of wheels has been on that locomotiv@ntamination throughout South Australia. It is anticipated
and has not been changed for a year. It is showing some sigtigat the bill will be released for public consultation very soon
of wear which, perhaps, are imperceptible under normahnd tabled in parliament later this year.
circumstances.’ At least now we can target where the problem Members interjecting:
is, so | think we have a much better chance of going to the TheHon. J.D. HILL: We will put it out for consultation
industry and saying, ‘We have done the research. We can the next month or so, | hope.
target what the problem is and you start implementing some MsCICCARELLO: Thank you, minister. | refer to
solutions to it It becomes their responsibility to solve theBudget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 10.63. One of the highlights
problem, but | think we have done a job that has been viewefbr 2003-04 refers to the establishment of the local govern-
by other jurisdictions to assist them to deal with exactly thement EPA subcommittee of the EPA board. Can the minister
same sorts of issues. provide more detail about the work being done between the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will get a briefing on that. |am EPA and local government?
yet to be convinced how it is actually going to solve it. [hope  TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for this
it does for my constituents’ sake. However, if you identify question and acknowledge her great interest in matters local
one wheel today on one carriage that is behind a train thah government spheres. In February 2002, the EPA endorsed
could come back along the same rail the next time behind & principle the preferred model for sharing environment
different locomotive with a different weighting ratio and a protection services and responsibilities with local govern-
different length of train, | cannot for the life of me see how ment. Currently, 44 councils in South Australia have officers
you are going to distinguish whether that wheel squeahuthorised under the EP Act. The EPA wants these officers
becomes the issue. | will get a private briefing, because to be consistent in how they administer and enforce the act.
would be interested. The local government subcommittee of the EPA board is
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ensure that the honourable drafting a formal agreement to outline responsibilities,
member is offered a briefing from the technical expert.  identify what support the EPA would provide, and what role
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The level of angstin my elector- local government should have in formulating and implement-
ate is now high. | am having representations made to mig environment protection programs, information, policies
about health issues, and | am now concerned that it will band enforcing legislation.
some years before industry responds to this new issue— In particular, elements of the model include: voluntary
whatever itis. If the minister could forward me details of thatarrangements for council for participation; clarification of
conference, | would be interested in attending to obtain someles; and amendments to the act are proposed identifying a
information. participating council as the administering agency for dealing
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Sure, we will certainly give the with all environmental matters relating to non-licensed
honourable member that detail and we will provide him withpremises. Polluter pays amendments to the act propose to
an expert briefing so that he can be assured of the work thatlow agencies administering the act to recover costs
is being done. As the member says, if it is as simple asassociated with issuing environment protection orders,
identifying the particular wheels and there is something abounhvestigating complaints and follow-up investigations. In
the wheels that causes them to squeal and then you get rid eflation to the support package, a unit has been established
those wheels, then that would be a great breakthrough.  within the EPA to coordinate support to councils to ensure
MsCICCARELLO: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, consistent compliance and enforcement standards are applied
page 10.68. What initiatives will be undertaken in the futurestatewide.
to improve the management of contaminated sites in South The EPA currently funds the cost of training council
Australia? officers, provides sound level and water quality meters at no
TheHon. J.D. HILL: This question was asked in broad cost to councils, and will accompany council officers, where
a little earlier, but | can give the honourable member a mor@ecessary, to investigate and assess environmental matters.
detailed answer now. Site contamination is a significantissu€he EPA will continue to provide ongoing support for
that impacts on all new development and a large number afouncils, particularly if changes are successful to amending
existing developments across South Australia. Continuinghe act via the Environment Protection (Miscellaneous)
significant health and environmental impacts can result wheAmendment Bill 2004 (which | intend to bring to parliament
site contamination is not adequately recognised, considereghortly); finalise the formal memorandum of agreement with
and addressed. The current EP Act does not address slteal government; develop, maintain and deliver training
contamination and no other South Australian acts or policieprograms to local government; and continue to encourage a
provide an effective means of ensuring the adequate proteshared approach to the provision of environment protection
tion of population and environmental health where siteservices using the relevant compliance and enforcement
contamination has occurred. Recent events have highlightgmfovisions in this act.
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Mr HANNA: | ask the minister a question based oncan, rather than having EPA officers who are dealing with
correspondence | have received from the People’s Envirordicensed premises. There is also a role for local government
ment Protection Alliance (which forms the neat acronym theén non-licensed premises. So, ERD Court conference
People’s EPA), under the able chairmanship of Mr Garyproceedings, expanded community mediation and local
Goland. Mr Goland has cited examples such as a sawmill @fovernment involvement is one path.

Kuitpo, a pellet mill at Kapunda, a foundry at Kilburnanda  We will be talking to the Department of Human Services’

turkey farm at McLaren Vale, where the expanded scale gbopulation and health area about the issue that Mr Goland has
activity (or plant) at the site has led to existing residentgaised with me on a number of occasions. It is recognised that
suffering noise and odour pollution. there are health issues associated with this. A lot of these are

Two proposals have been suggested to address thés aresult of historical decisions about land use planning and
problem. First, a more effective mediation process, perhapsssessment of industrial expansion, so we have a legacy of
a mediation officer or commissioner within the ERD Court, these sorts of issues and, as an organisation, we spend quite
to resolve complaints between residents and the EPAafew resources in trying to manage them. We acknowledge
Secondly, a health officer; that is, someone who willthe problems. There are not any easy solutions. It comes back
specifically look at the health care impact on individualto the same sorts of issues as the foundry issues we were
residents where that is alleged, whether they be based in ti@king about with Castalloy. | acknowledge the problem and
EPA or the Department of Human Services. Is there anwvill be talking to the DHS on whether there are solutions in
scope for government to provide either of those positions?which they can become involved in dealing with those sorts

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am familiar with the issues raised of health issues.
by the People’s EPA. | have met with Mr Goland on a It does come back to the point of how you deal with the
number of occasions, as have officers from the EPA. It isources of these sorts of problems. If you have an existing
important that we have groups such as the People’s EPA iadustry and it is operating to what might be deemed world’s
keep pushing the boundaries in terms of what legislatiofest practice in terms of the operation but we have people
ought to be doing. | acknowledge the value of that role. living next door to it, how far can we as an EPA within our
think Mr Goland has hit upon a very important point in legislation push that company to improve its environmental
relation to creeping development, if you like. He lives closeperformance? We will be constrained legally, but we still
by the Kuitpo Forest sawmill, and when we were in opposi-have an environmental health/population health issue. It is
tion he wrote to me regularly about issues associated with tr@omething that the EPA and the DHS are aware of, and we
noise that emanated from the sawmill. When he moved thereye working towards some solution, hopefully, in the near
I think the sawmill operated one shift a day or thereabouts$uture.
and then, as it expanded, it operated pretty well round the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Recommendation 8 of the audit
clock. Because it was already operating as a sawmill, it wamto radioactive waste stated that the government should
easy to have approval given to operate to a greater extentundertake a rigorous feasibility study of the options for the

That happens elsewhere in the community. ‘Existing usefuture management of South Australia’s radioactive waste,
allows much greater development to occur than was originalbind that this study should be commenced as soon as possible.
ly intended. That occurs without the EPA having much of aHas the study commenced? Who is undertaking the study and
role in approving or not approving, and it is an issue that wavhen will it be completed?
are aware of. We are trying to work out how you handle it, TheHon. J.D. HILL: The EPA completed the audit of
as there are always two sides to an argument. If you haveradioactive material in South Australia in 2003 with a
piece of capital that is able to do something and you can uggarticular emphasis on materials designated as waste. The
it twice as often, that is a more efficient way of using thataudit included registered sealed radioactive sources, unsealed
capital and creating jobs, etc. That is an issue. | do not havadioactive material, radioactive material from uranium
a solution, but I acknowledge thatitis an issue. In relation tanining and miscellaneous radioactive material under SA
the matter of mediation, there is a capacity to do that througlegislative control. The results of the audit found that, in
the ERD Court. | have asked the EPA to consider whether ageneral, radioactive material was stored safely and securely
not we ought to have a more formal process put in place thatn South Australia. In a small nhumber of cases where
can do some of that stuff. improvements were required, the EPA did not consider there

The honourable member also raises the issue of some sovas a public health issue. The report contained 20 recommen-
of health process. That is really outside the province of thelations associated with the findings of the audit and nine key
EPA, although there is obviously an overlap between healtrecommendations for future management of radioactive
and environmental protection, as the member for Davenporhaterial.
noted in relation to wheel squeal. Obviously, we have to work Key recommendation 9 proposes that the government
closely with the health department over these issues, but wievestigate the feasibility of establishing a facility for interim
would not necessarily want to take over responsibility forstorage of radioactive waste. In terms of what we have done,
them because we would then become the health departmettie EPA is implementing a plan to establish options for
and we are the environment department. We do work closelgtisposal of very low level radioactive waste by the end of
with them. Those are some general points, but | will ask D2004. That is a particular issue because of the closure of
Vogel to respond more specifically to those issues. Wingfield. The EPA will engage a contractor during 2004-05

Dr VOGEL: This is a complex matter, but we have to conduct a study of the feasibility of South Australia
expanded our community mediation processes and hawstablishing a facility for interim storage of radioactive waste,
spoken with the community mediation services to start to talland is to address or require owners to address recommenda-
to them, and there has been success in a number of casesiphs associated with the findings of the audit.
understand, to intervene and try to bring the parties together TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So, the way | understand it,
outside the formal ERD Court process, to look at theminister, is that, between when the audit was released and 30
neighbourhood dispute/noise impact-type issue where thejune this year, no work has been undertaken on conducting
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a feasibility study as to where the waste will be stored. Thenodel they had: you build a factory, you build workers’
minister's answer was that during 2004-05 a contractor wilhouses around it so that the workers get to work on time, and
be employed to progress that matter. Why was the contract@verything works sweetly. Over time, of course, we have
not employed within a month of the audit being tabled?  understood that the pollutants expressed by some of those
TheHon. J.D. HILL: As Dr Vogel was saying to me, it factories had a detrimental impact on the workers who were
is a complex process to get the tender out. It needed to heorking in those factories, the worst cases being cancer and
designed and done properly. We have not been sitting on oarwhole range of heart and lung diseases.
hands in relation to it; we have just been going through the Quite rightly, there is now an expectation that those
processes in the appropriate way. A tender will be let shortlyfactories lift their game and comply with particular standards.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Will that tender be for both a The EPA goes about assisting them to do that through
permanent storage facility and an interim storage facility? environmental improvement programs, and they are given
TheHon. J.D. HILL: This will be for the interim storage time in which to comply. The big complaint I normally have
of radioactive waste. We are also having discussions (whichs the Minister for Environment is that the EPA gives them
I think | mentioned last time), and will continue to have too much time to comply with the appropriate standards.
discussions, with Western Mining about the potential ofHowever, the EPA has to do it in such a way that the factories
having a permanent facility at its site. do not close, because we do not want to lose the jobs and,
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | have one question as it relates normally, most of the people in the community do not want
to the EPA and the framework of values through which itto see the jobs lost, either. It is a very difficult balancing act.
operates which disturbs me. It goes to the nub of existing uses In relation to agricultural areas (which is the issue the
of land. Over very recent times, a number of people havenember has raised), | think some appalling planning
complained to me about the effect which EPA decisions aréecisions have been made by not only regional but also fringe
having on the ability of people who are currently involved in metropolitan councils which have allowed development to
legitimate and lawful pursuits, such as agriculture, and theccur in agricultural areas. | know, for example, that in the
way in which that is being interfered with by complaints thatMcLaren Vale area, which is close to my electorate, the
are being made by others who have come to live in the neigliermer Willunga council allowed a number of subdivisions
bourhood in more far more recent times. Those complaints prime viticulture land, with great objections from a lot of
have resulted in the EPA lodging ‘please explains’ in thepeople in that area who did not want to see suburbia moved
harshest terms imaginable, completely biased in its view ofito those areas. The consequence of that is that we now have
what is happening and even seeking court orders againgeople living in those areas who object to some of the issues
existing landowners who have been there for decade$y do with growing grapes; thatis, the spray and the guns that
engaged in the same business. | wonder where the balancei® used to control birds.
coming. Often what happens is that farming properties combine,
Will the minister advise how many cases the EPA has noviarmers end up with more than one house, and to get some
on foot in prosecution of people who are involved in agricul-capital return they sell the surplus houses which are situated
ture production on the fringes of the metropolitan area? Whyn small pieces of subdivided land. Consequently, people
does the minister not require under planning law everyon&oking for a rural lifestyle without being involved in rural
who goes to live in such areas to accept and acknowledge, aglustry end up sitting in a nice old country house surrounded
a caveat on the title of the land they then seek to buy, thdiy acres of agricultural activity, and then they start complain-
they are going to live in an area where rural enterprise ing about the activities. The member raises a very real
being undertaken instead of enabling a confrontational situgsroblem, but | do not think it is the fault of the EPA for then
tion to develop which results in a waste of taxpayers’ moneywpplying whatever the rules are. It is really a planning
having investigations made of what have been otherwismistake to allow that kind of subdivision, and it is a bad
legitimate activities of the landowners and accepted by theisystem that allows councils to make those kinds of decisions.
long-term neighbours and, indeed, by the people who work In relation to my own electorate, there is a section of road
for them? (which is a slightly different point)—I think it is Little Street
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for this and Adey Streetin Aldinga—close to farmland. People have
important question. In relation to prosecutions, | can give thdived in those houses in that street since the 1880s or 1890s—
detail of all the prosecutions currently before the EPA.so for a very long time—and the land adjacent to their houses
However, | will make a general point about the EPA charterhas been farmland which has been used for grazing or crop
which I have previously made in answer to another questiorproduction. Over the last 10 or so years, more of that land has
The EPA has an important role as the environmental protedeen used for viticulture purposes, and that development has
tor, but it has to balance that role with the economic androught with it sprays and other activity, which has created
social consequences of those acts. Itis really about balancimyiisances for the people living in those houses—and they
both environment and economic outcomes with the objectiave been existing users. It can work both ways.
of the act. So, the EPA has to manage those things. The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting:
In relation to urban cases (and | will get to non-urban TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am just saying—
directly), in the western suburbs in particular, we have The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Ms Bedford): Order! |
examples of foundries which are operating—and have beetraw the minister’s attention to the time. We must close off
operating there for 40, 50 or 60-odd years—right next tahis line shortly, minister.
housing, using equipment, in some cases, which is 40, 50 or TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will not be long. | am just
60 years old. That is a consequence of planning decisionminting out the issues. The EPA is not the planning authori-
which were made 40, 50 or 60 years ago and which seemedy. In terms of prosecutions, for the financial year 2003-04,
sensible because it meant that workers could get to worthe EPA has undertaken 25 investigations which have
easily—they did not have to catch public transport; theyresulted in nine prosecutions. Of these prosecutions, seven
could bicycle or walk to work. That was the kind of planning were under the Environment Protection Act; two matters
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through the Environment Resources and Development Court; Mr P. O'Neill, Executive Director, Corporate Strategy and
two matters proceeded in the Magistrates Court under thBusiness Services.
protection of the marine waters act and the radiation protec-
tion act; four matters have been completed in the ERD with The CHAIRMAN: | declare these proposed payments
fines and costs awarded; one matter was completed in tigen for consideration. Minister, do you wish to make a brief
Magistrates Court with fines; one matter was dismissed; an@pening statement?
three matters are before the courts. TheHon. J.D.HILL: The 2004-05 budget provides a
In terms of the prosecutions—and | will not go through thesignificant increase in funding for the Department of Water,
details—one involved a dairy farmer who allowed effluentLand and Biodiversity Conservation. The department's
to overflow into the Hindmarsh River; another was anbudget for 2004-05 of $145.2 million represents an increase
environmental nuisance at Myponga by allowing effluent toof 23 per cent in real terms, or $29.6 million, demonstrating
escape into a dairy lagoon—in that case the judge found ride¢ government’s ongoing commitment to improving the
case to answer; another farmer allowed effluent to go onto @anagement of the state’s valuable natural resource base.
neighbouring property; a veterinarian was prosecuted for not Over the next three to five years the department will work
registering an x-ray machine, or operating his machingowards restoring the health of the River Murray, halting the
properly; the SA Water Corporation was fined for letting decline in quality and extent of native vegetation, implement-
sewage go from a burst pipe into a marina at Port Lincolning the state natural resource management reforms, protecting
and a council landfill in the country breached a licenceand enhancing the natural resources of the Mount Lofty
condition by allowing litter to escape. Ranges, and delivering effective reporting on the state and
The Torrens Lake diesel spill is before the courts at theondition of South Australia’s natural resources.
moment. There is an oily bilge water escape from the Restoring the health of the River Murray remains one of
Accolade into the Port River that goes back to 2002. Therethe highest priorities of this government. The commitment
is a waste depot matter for one of the councils. There is has been demonstrated by the continuation of the River
whole lot of matters on board, but | do not think that any ofMurray rescue package totalling $283 million over the next
them would fit into the category to which the memberfour years. The package for 2004-05 is estimated at
referred. | do not think that any of them involve neighbours$73.7 million and provides for implementation of the Living
complaining about proper agricultural activity. Murray First Step decision to return 500 gigalitres per annum
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS:; The case | have in mind—indeed to the river over the next five years. The initial focus of the
I have more than one—concerns the attempted prosecutidtirst Step decision is on:
(which is now on foot) against a farmer, who happens to be achieving specific ecological objectives and outcomes at

my brother, at Mount Compass. The neighbour complaining
lives on rural living land and complains that his wife con-
tracted breast cancer within a matter of months of their arrival
there and he is now demanding that the farmer be stopped
from applying folia fertiliser, which is organic in nature—it
comes from seaweed, for God’s sake. Even if they were pesti-
cides, they all comply with the law in any case. | do not-
understand why the EPA is wasting its time doing that when
it should be defending the existing rights of those people who
are farming responsibly, and those who wish to live amongst
them do so accepting the fact that they are living in rural

six significant assets, including three in South Australia
(the Chowilla flood plain, the Murray Mouth-Coorong and
Lower Lakes, and the river channel);

investment in salinity mitigation schemes (including the
construction of the lock 4 Bookpurnong salt interception
scheme) to provide a 32 EC benefit to the River Murray;
ongoing work to support the Murray Mouth dredging
project to ensure that channels are maintained between the
barrages and the sea and that the areas in the vicinity of
the river mouth are rehabilitated to help restore the health
of the Coorong; and

areas. It is a waste of money to be doing that and it is im= works to rehabilitate infrastructure in the Lower Murray
proper to accept the word of the complainant without consid- reclaimed irrigation areas.
ering the implications for the accused and the planning lawRehabilitation will achieve improved water use efficiency and

TheHon. J.D. HILL: We are not aware of that. | have a water quality. In tandem with this, the government has
list of the investigations in front of me. The one to which thedecided to convert government districts in the Lower Murray
member refers may have been a very recent one. It may haveclaimed irrigation areas to private irrigation districts or to
been an officer of a council who is authorised under the EPAcorporate structures that achieve devolution of responsibility
We will certainly look at it. | am not aware of the detail of it. to irrigators.
I think that the member has given me enough informationto During the first half of 2004, the Natural Resource
allow me to do that. Management Bill 2004 passed the House of Assembly.

The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | Subject to the passage of the bill through parliament, the
declare the examination of the vote completed. department will facilitate the establishment of administrative
arrangements for the proposed natural resource management
council and regional boards, and will commence the develop-
ment of the state natural resources management plan. In
addition to developing the NRM institutional arrangements,
the department will take an active role in presenting the
2004-05 investment strategies for all NRM regions for
funding approval by state and Australian government
ministers and assessing NRM plans for the Eyre Peninsula,
range lands and Aboriginal lands regions for accreditation by
ministers.

In relation to biodiversity and native vegetation, a key goal
of the department is to halt the decline in native vegetation

Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
Conservation, $65 278 000
Administered Items for the Department of Water, Land
and Biodiversity Conservation, $37 854 000

Additional Departmental Advisers:
Mr R. Freeman, Chief Executive, Department of Water,
Land and Biodiversity Conservation.
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across South Australia with a particular emphasis on the It was always the government’s intention that not-for-

Mount Lofty Ranges and the Upper South-East. Activities forprofit organisations pay the lower rate of $30 a year for the
2004-05 will include: save the River Murray levy. However, some organisations
- investigations into the use of economic instruments tgVere not registered with the Australian Tax Office and were

encourage the regenera‘tion, management and rehab”lt&erefore nOF I’eCOgnISGd as el|g|b|e for the |OW€I’ rate. The
tion of native vegetation; government is responding to concerns raised by a number of

. . . . S organisations and a number of members by ensuring that all
gﬂgrovement In native vegetation monitoring Iorograms’not-for-profit organisations, which are incorporated under the
o o ) . ) Associations Incorporation Act 1985 will be charged the
the initiation of a biodiversity training scheme in the |gwer rate.

Upper South-East. The change will be backdated to have effect from
All land-holders participating in the Upper South-East dry1 October 2003. The department will be progressing a
land salinity and flood management program will be offerechumber of other initiatives, including building collaborative
the option of entering into a biodiversity offset scheme partnerships with the community and key stakeholders in
enabling them to place wetlands and native vegetation areaatural resource management and release of the draft strategy
on private land under a formal agreement in return for gor Waterproofing Adelaide for community consultation. The
reduction in or exemption from the cash levy obligation.  draft strategy will detail:

I turn to the topic of sustainable management of the water preferred options for dealing with Adelaide’s water supply
resources in the Mount Lofty Ranges. The natural resources over the next 20 years;
of the Mount Lofty Ranges are of vital importance to the- implementation of water conservation measures under the
state, supplying 60 per cent of Adelaide’s water in an average Water Resources Act developing a policy framework for
year and contributing about $720 million to the state’s managing stormwater in the metropolitan area;
economy from primary production. The region's water- to protect property from flooding and to gain the best
resources are facing increasing pressure from urban, indust- economic, social and environmental outcomes for urban
rial and agricultural development. These pressures need to be communities; and
carefully managed to meet the demands for human consump- competing construction of the northern catchment
tion, stock, irrigation and other commercial use; and for the drainage system and commencing the central drainage
environment, including important flows to the River Murray.  system as part of the Upper South-East dry land salinity

Accordingly, the government is introducing proactive and flood management program.
measures to strengthen the management of water resourd&®gressing this program of works during 2004-05 will go a
in the region. In October 2003 a notice of intent to prescribéong way to ensuring that the state’s natural resources are
was issued, flagging the government’s intention to introducéeing managed sustainably.
permanent controls for the taking and use of water resources The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | have no opening statement.
in the Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. At the same time, two The CHAIRMAN: Does the honourable member have
notices of prohibition were issued to temporarily prohibit theany questions?
taking of water for new uses from underground sources and The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Has the minister's agency
from surface and watercourse resources in that area. Pubjigepared or is his agency aware of a report within government
consultation on the notice of intent to prescribe was comthat looks at non-productive or non-economic agricultural
pleted in March 2004. The outcomes of the public consultagng in the Adelaide Hills? My understanding is that a report
tion will assist me to make a decision whether to proceeghas been prepared within government which indicates that
with the prescription of the resource. agricultural land within the Adelaide Hills is now deemed to

In recognition of the important role of community be non-productive.
participation in natural resource management, the state TheHon.J.D.HILL: My officers advise me that they are
government will continue to provide insurance for groupsnot aware of it. I cannot recall having seen such a report. It
such as Land Care, and | will elaborate on that. Today, wenay well be through another agency, but | am not aware of
announced the continuation of the provision of insurance td.
natural resource management groups while a national solution The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | just want to talk about the
is negotiated by the commonwealth, states and territoriedelaide Hills. | am wondering where the government is
This cover will last until 30 June 2005 unless agreement igaking the Adelaide Hills in relation to its future. In particu-
reached before then on a more suitable arrangement. Volupar, | want to talk about land which is already cleared of
teers are vital to natural resource management work acroggtive vegetation, which is outside the water catchment area
Australia, and it is important that the natural resourceand the Hills Face Zone but which is deemed non-productive
ministerial council finds a solution to the growing problemfor agricultural purposes. Lots of land within the Adelaide
of providing insurance to these groups. The government hagijlis falls into that category. | am talking about land which
agreed to continue to provide insurance so that these voluis non-productive for agricultural purposes, which is cleared
teers can continue their work without being placed at risk. of native vegetation (because it was used for agricultural

A report on the issues around insurance for volunteers ipurposes but no more) and which is outside the water
the natural resource management area will go to the nex@atchment zone and the Hills Face Zone.
natural resource ministerial council meeting on October 2004. | am wondering what the agency’s or the government’s
This study is expected to provide sufficient information forapproach is to that land and whether the intention is not to
a decision to be made on the possible development of allow that land to be subdivided, or whether the government
nationally available insurance scheme. This cover, as | saigyould allow that land to be subdivided for housing purposes.
will last until June 2005 unless we can reach an agreementat TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | said, | am not aware of the
a national level. particular report to which the honourable member refers. |
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cannot recall any debate on this subject. Obviously, a lot ossues, but from a logical point of view, if there are no issues
issues relate to the Adelaide Hills. The primary issue relatemvolving native vegetation, water catchment or the hills face,
to water catchment (obviously, that is important to all of us),and if there is no other environmental management issue, then
and there is the aesthetics of the Hills. | do not think Souttit does raise a question about what you do with the land.
Australians want to see the Hills developed to the extent thakhere are broader planning issues of course about where you
they look just like suburbia, and that has been a prominenwant suburban development and the nature of such develop-
feature of Adelaide politics for a long time. ment, but it sounds to me like it is something that would be
The government has recently conducted a report into theest worked through under a planning strategy rather than
Adelaide Hills, and the honourable member referred to thathrough water resources.
The question is: what do you do with unproductive land TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Butthere is a converse argument
which has been cleared and which no-one else wants to usé?that planning issue, and that is that, by allowing some
| am not sure. That is an issue. As the honourable membeievelopment in those areas | have described, you actually
would know, through our Department of Environment andtake pressure off the need for the development of areas that
Heritage, we have concerns about the loss of vegetation in tig@ntain native vegetation in the water catchment.
Adelaide Hills and the impact that that is having on bird TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am not disputing that.
species in particular, and a lot of work is being done to TheHon. |.F. EVANS: What | am saying is that | do not
implement recovery programs for birds. There may be &hink your agencies (plural) have actually realised that yet.
possibility of revegetating some of those areas. | am nothey are still administering all of the Adelaide Hills as being
aware of the issue, but | am happy to have a closer look at itaught by water catchment or hills face or the native vegeta-
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | am pleased that the minister is tion argument. | think they need to rethink their strategies
happy to have a look at it, but why would a private landholdeipPlural). I just raise this with you in a general sense. | think
who can do nothing with his land want to revegetate it at theifhere are some issues which they are not dealing with
cost? appropriately.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I did not say that, did I? TheHon. J.D. HILL: Perhaps afterwards the member
might give me some specific examples about where this has

asking the private landholder to hold the land forever an@gppe_ned. | mean, if S.O'T‘e‘h'”g IS in the water catchment, it
have no capacity to do anything with it. Over a period of time'S’ ifitis not, itis not. Itis just a matter of logic. If the Water,

environmental organisations and government agencies halrémd and Biodiversity Agency is saying that a particular

come in and said to people in the Adelaide Hills, ‘We do notl’ece of property is part of a catchment, but demonstrably it

want any more dairies in the Adelaide Hills." People have'S not, that is something that can be sorted out by the

packed up and moved out their dairies. They said, ‘We do noqISCOVery of fact. . o
want any more native vegetation clearance.’ That s fine, but  11¢ EPA also has a role in terms of water quality in
this land is already cleared. They want to protect the watel 210N to water catchment, and that is critical to us. | guess
source. That is fine. This land is outside the water catchmefit'S possible that an activity on apiece of land that.'s hotin
so that it does not affect the water catchment. It is outside th‘l,Je catchment C.OUId affect a piece of land that is in the
Hills Face Zone, so it does not affect that. | am just concerne atchment. | am just hypothesising here. | am happy to ask

that this government will say, “You cannot do anything with '°F S0me thought to be given to (or work to be done on) this
that land, either. issue. | take the point the member makes. If we can take

] - ressure off the more sensitive areas by allowing develop-
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I would not be a minister— . %ent in less sensitive areas, obviously that is a good thing.
__TheHon. I.F.EVANS: Your agency would have a big — TnheHon. I.F. EVANS: If | have brought it to your
input into that, minister. You are the water agency, theytention, | have achieved my purpose. The government
environment agency and the agency that runs dairies out @kcently announced that they were going to bring in water
the Adelaide Hills through the environmental agencies. Youfegrictions on rainwater tanks, bores and household effluent.
agency has a big inputinto that decision. | understand that that matter went to cabinet and was
TheHon. J.D. HILL: My agency has a big impact on approved by cabinet before the public statements were made

those decisions, but the honourable member is talking abowat rainwater tanks would not be part of that decision. Is that
land that is not part of a water catchment, land that is not pagdorrect?

of the Hills Face Zone and land that has no native vegetation TheHon. J.D. HILL: It is difficult for me to talk about
onit. If all those things were so, then my agencies would Nofyhat cabinet does and does not do: | am bound by the
have a role, would it? appropriate rules.
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Unfortunately, it does, and that ~ TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am only asking you whether it
is the point | raise. Your agencies—all of those here todaywent to cabinet; | did not ask you what the cabinet decision
not just the agency represented as we speak—do not agas.
equately distinguish that point. They tend to place an TheHon. J.D. HILL: Cabinet approved a consultation
umbrella over the Adelaide Hills and say, ‘We are concernegyrocess. It has not made a decision in relation to what we will
about water and we are concerned about native vegetatiorio other than to allow me to consult. The first stage of the
but there is no policy dissection about those issues. | bring ivater conservation measures in October 2003 applied only
to the minister’s attention so that when the matters comeo the use of water supplied by SA Water. These measures
before him he can better judge those particular issues.  covered the vast majority of households in this state in both
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | understand the point the honour- metropolitan Adelaide and the many regional centres supplied
able member is making. | assume that this is part of some sdoty SA Water. SA Water supplies approximately 95 per cent
of planning process that is being worked through. | am jusbf the population. Community concern has been expressed
not sure. It is not an issue of which | am aware at theabout the wasteful water use practices of those currently not
moment. My officers here are not aware of the particulaccovered by the measures such as shack holders on the River

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, hang on. Essentially, you are
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Murray; excess water directed from the river; some schools TheHon. I.F. EVANS: An article in thePort Lincoln
and sportsgrounds; accessing water through bores or direcflymes of 8 June mentioned that the water restrictions were
from other water resources. also going to relate to household effluent. Can you explain
People who already use water wisely should not bdéo me how that was going to work?
impacted by those measures. The ability to apply such TheHon. J.D. HILL: Only in the sense that the effluent
measures to all water resources in this state was provided byas captured and used as an alternative water supply, not
the amendment by parliament to the Water Resources Adtom effluent that is flushed away. This is another issue that
1997 in June last year. The proposed water conservatidnam having a look at. The measure was to apply to all
measures that were planned would have been exactly tis@urces of water other than SA Water sources. Some people
same as those which apply to SA Water customers and relat¢eater their gardens using water that comes through a
to the time and manner of watering private and publicsprinkler system attached to a septic tank—a model called
gardens, recreational areas, sportsgrounds and nurseriggvirocycle or something like that—and | know that a
cleaning of vehicles and boats, paved areas and constructipdmber of people in my electorate have those kinds of
activities. An exemption system would have been in place fopystems in place. The measure, theoretically, would have
special circumstances where it was considered that th@pplied to them. | am not too sure about that particular source
enterprise or the industry would have been unnecessarily huff water. | know that the issue for some of my constituents
The government acknowledges that in many areas df o try to getrid of the water on their property, and getting
South Australia good water conservation practices are #1em to do it in the heat of the day could possibly have a
normal part of life, and the extension of the existing watefealth benefit, because if you do it at night less will be used
conservation measures across the state would have me&hd less will be evaporated. | am just working through those
simply that we would have had a consistent approach for aifSues at the moment. The prime focus is really bore water
South Australians. It would not have affected the irrigation@nd river water (surface water). _
of crops or pastures because they are subject to other TheHon.I.F.EVANS: With the effluent, is that a
provisions. Our intention was to have a general rule. Concerfionsense argument, with due respect? What you are saying
was obviously expressed in relation to rainwater tanks. It wat$ that the people who are trying to do the right thing by
a bit ironic in a sense because | doubt if many rainwater tanki§stalling envirocycles and using the water on their gardens

would have been connected to sprinkler systems, so it woul@l lawns are going to be restricted. However, those yvho

However, | think people who had rainwater tanks felt thattrough the system W_i” have no res_triction_ on the_m at all. So,
fihe person who is trying to do the right thing by limiting the

in some way or other they were being treated in a way whic ¢ h h hth X
did not recognise the contribution they had already made tgMount ofwater thatgoes through the main sewerage system

water conservation. Rather than pursue that regulation i St&ys in the septic tank and is pumped out and dumped off

relation to them, | have pulled the water thing at the moment‘ﬂ,’lt the Heathfield treatment works or the Chris_ties Be_ach
and | am looking at it again. | think it is important that we treatment works at ex_orbltant cost is not penalised. It just
apply it particularly to bore water and to people who extractseerp]S tome to be a bl.zarrehapproach. listeni

water from rivers and so on because these are limited 1 N€HON.J.D. HILL: Perhaps you were not listening or
resources. If you waste water it means someone else is ng{2yPe | did not express it clearly. | am saying that | share
going to be able to use it for a productive purpose. It is nofnose concerns, and thatis why I have not proceeded with—

about stopping people using water; it is about encouraginger;lz[huethﬂg't 'é'(:j'vlizc\éAt'gSt:h;'Oé]?]{ggt,?sskutrg?yaggmg’o‘r’]vg’r:tthe
people to use it wisely. agency thought of that ! ’

In relation to rainwater tanks, the real problem is getting ,
' . o ; TheHon.J.D.HILL: | understand what the agency’s
people to use the water. They tend to justkeepiitin thelrtankoint of view is, and | think the logic of it is perfect %ut it%s
and not use it for any purpose other than to make a cup of t fle emotional reaction to it that we had not properly taken

e}/fr:]ybggﬁgtnodﬂ\:\;eﬁgﬁgg' S\évﬁhgiﬂztocgﬁvs erte;]lgv%/i?:ter é?péito account. The logic is perfect—you should not waste
P y P ater. The source of the water does not matter. If you are

gﬁlgge\/;asﬁrefgé%'ﬁss’i:?gw;e;:{' g Ifgscm{ol :g(‘)’\&%rtkt'ﬁg%?ing to create an attitude to get a cultural change about
Kinds of concerns y ater use in South Australia, it is sensible to have measures

. ) in place where water is not wasted. The measures we have in
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | want to clarify something; | P

might have misunderstood you. You said in the middle of tha lace now for SA Water users have been pretty well adopted

. - y everybody in South Australia—that is, 95 per cent of
answer that you had withdrawn the whole thing. people—without many complaints at all. That is 95 per cent

TheHon. J.D. HILL: It has not been decided on. I am of the population agreeing that they should not waste water;

working on the measure. . and without too many fines being put in place, people have
~ TheHon.|.F.EVANS: Is it only the rainwater tank just changed the way they do things, so we do not have
issue? sprinklers on in the middle of the day, and in summer we do

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The 95 per cent for SA Water is not have people washing down their driveways with hoses,
part of the law—those regulations are going ahead. | waand so on. People have just changed the way they behave; it
going to proceed with a regulation, about which we werehas not been a problem.
consulting the community, as applied to all the other water TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Or you are just not catching on?
resources. There was a reaction in relation to the rainwater TheHon. J.D. HILL: The statistics show that the amount
tanks in particular, but there was concern about some of thef water used through SA Water has declined much greater
other measures, so | have just pulled it. | have said that wihan the weather conditions would have suggested, so | think
will not go ahead with the rainwater tanks, so | am nowa behaviour change has occurred. There have been some
working through the other issues. fines—it is true—but not an inordinate number. There has
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been this change, and it has created an atmosphere that waterMs CICCAREL L O: Minister, from the same subprogram
should not be wasted. | think that is very helpful in a broadl.2 NRM Services, portfolio statement, page 10.40: what
sense, trying to help fix up some of the resource issues wextra effort is the government taking to monitor changes in
have with the River Murray, and so on; it sends goodyegetation cover?

positive messages interstate. A small group of people who get TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for her
water from other sources are allowed to waste watelguestion in relation to native vegetation. Two of my depart-
theoretically. This was really an attempt to try to have onéments, the Environment and Heritage Department and the
standard in place regardless of the source of water, andwater, Land and Biodiversity Conservation Department are
think the logic is very clear in relation to that. However, I working with the Native Vegetation Council to improve
found the emotional reaction a bit surprising, particularlymonitoring in this area. In the past two years, they have
from people who have rainwater tanks. When | thought ifinitiated two satellite monitoring programs to assess changes
through, | could understand it. These are people who feel likg vegetation cover over time.

they have invested in some sort of water conservation apinitial survey was undertaken on Kangaroo Island, and
measure and feel offended that that has not been reCOg”'S%fjsubsequent more extensive survey in the Upper South-East.

I do not think that— ] . . In the case of the Upper South-East, the use of satellite
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: It might be their only source of jmagery identified changes in vegetation cover between
water. January and November 2002. Initial analysis identified

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Ifitis their only source of water, 31 gjtes where vegetation clearance may have occurred.
they are not going to waste it. It was a redundant measurgese sites and a further five sites identified prior to the use
when it came to those people. We have some concems i satellite imagery, but still within the study area, have been
relation to water tanks. If somebody does have a rainwatetaysed further. Of these 36 cases, 13 do not appear to
tank connected to a sprinkler in an urban area, itis theoretjy o |ye the unlawful clearance of native vegetation, 19 of the
cally possible to cheat by filling up their tanks with hosegijtes have been inspected and assessed, four matters involving
water overnight and spraying in the day; but, itis so remotgje defendants have been heard in the courts and convictions
that itis unlikely to happen. and penalties totalling $307 500 have been obtained. So |

The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting: , think we have a system in place now which makes it very

TheHon. J.D. HILL: No; that is true. There is also the jiticult for people who are going to illegally clear.

issue, from an enforcement or public policy point of view, MsCICCARELLO: | refer to portfolio statement,

bore or raimwater tank i place and he next door neighbo 20 10:46, Program 1: Natural Resources Management
P 9 hat is the government doing to ensure that the growth goals

who does not, they are told that they cannot water thei . ; . X
garden between these hours, but the next door neighbour caorq.the forest industry do not impair the security of supply of

It creates a sort of disease or unhappiness in the communigﬁter in ﬂ,;e South-East for irrigation, industrial and urban
that, ‘It is not fair. He can do it but | cannot.” There were rposes: ' )
those kinds of issues, and that was the logic that was driving TheHon. J.D.HILL: | thank the member for this
it. As | said, we have reviewed it. | pulled it in relation to duestion as well. The government has made regulations
rainwater tanks, and | am looking at the other measures to f¥€scribing commercial forestry in the Lower South-East as
absolutely certain that we do not create the same kind 4t Water affecting activity requiring a permit under the Water
reaction. | think it is probably a similar situation in relation Resources Act 1997. A complementary regulation under
to locally captured effluent which is then used to waterochedule 8 of the Development Regulations Act of 1993
gardens, and so on. facilitates a simple administrative process for commercial
MsCICCARELLO: Minister, | refer you to portfolio forest proponents when applying for development approval

statement, page 10.4. What progress has been made in #ffh the local planning authority for land use change.
implementation of a National Action Plan for Salinity and ~ This will allow for the impact of forest development on
Water Quality in South Australia? local ground water resources to be assessed to ensure the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The South Australian regions have resource is managed sustainably. Essentially, the management
made substantial progress over the past year in advancing tBgproach is based on a dedicated minimum area of commer-
regional delivery of natural resource management through th@ial forestry within each water resources management area.
NAP and Natural Heritage Trust programs. All NAP regionsThe minimum was calculated to ensure that the impact of that
achieved accreditation of their regional integrated naturafieévelopment on reduced recharge to the groundwater system
resource management plans and had their first regiongPpes not affect existing water users while securing sustainable
investment strategies assessed for 2003-04 and 2004-0%nagement of the resource.
funding. $17.3 million of NAP funds were approved for the = The system will allow for approximately 59 000 hectares
five NAP regions through the first investment strategyof commercial forest expansion in defined management areas
assessment process for documents submitted 30 Septemhéthout the need to secure water allocations to offset the
last year. impact. The exclusive dedication of a share of the regional
This is a very good achievement by the community basedater resource to the forestindustry provides for an increase
regional INRM groups working with the support of state andin the current estate of approximately 135 000 hectares by 45
Australian government offices. Through the process, Souther cent before any need to offset further development against
Australia has demonstrated itself to be at the forefront ofvater allocations. Currently, the forest estate occupies nearly
regional delivery in Australia. The work done is a valuable14 per cent of the Lower South-East landscape. The dedicated
precursor to future regional planning and delivery of NRMexpansion right will allow commercial forestry to expand to
services by the proposed new NRM boards which, oncabout 19 per cent of the region, without a need to secure
operational, will take over the responsibility for regional offsetting water allocations. Once the area set aside for forest
implementation of NEP and NAHT. development within a particular management area has been
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reached, proponents would need to secure an appropriate TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not know whether it is a
water allocation to develop within that area. general issue, but it is a particular issue for a cemetery in the

Similarly, once the 59 000 hectares has been developegputh-East.
within the region, proponents for further development will  TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That's the one.
need to secure an appropriate water allocation. Care has beenThe Hon. J.D. HILL: The Native Vegetation Council has
taken to ensure, as far as possible, that the 59 000 hectdpgen working with the local council in dealing with the issue
expansion opportunity can occur in water management are@§d | think they have reached a resolution, which will provide
where there is land capability and appropriate water angufficient plots for 10 or 15 years, from memory, although
offsetting opportunities for forestry. Based on industrythat may be slightly inaccurate. So, there has been a short-
information and current trends, 59 000 hectares provides fderm resolution, and over the longer term we can work with
between 10 and 15 years of industry growth. However, actudhe council to try to find a better solution. If you have native
industry growth will be determined by the plantation vegetation laws that stop broad acre clearance, one of the
industry’s ability to secure suitable land, market opportunitieg$onsequences is that you have to learn to manage other needs
and the prevailing investment climate. This managemer@round those rules. We just have to work out how we can do
approach protects existing water users, including the envirorihat in relation to a whole range of issues. But in relation to
ment, while providing significant expansion opportunities forthe particular cemetery, the matter has been resolved for the
the forest industry. short term.

TheCHAIRMAN: Atopic that | have been interested in M_r§ HALL: My question relates to Vqu.me 4, Pa}rt 3, and
for a while is that of natural burial grounds, which is an specifically to the Ground Water Information Service. On 3

alternative to the conventional cemetery and which is provind?©cember lastyear a question was asked of the then Minister
to be very popular, if | can use that phrase, in the United®" Agriculture, Food and Fisheries (an. Paul Holloway) as
Kingdom and elsewhere. | know that people in your departlo whether the Ground Water Information Service would be

ment are doing some work on possible locations. Th etained. As part of his answer the minister said that,
concept, as you would know, is that, instead of a conventionaf!loWing @ change in departments, these functions are now
cemetery, people are buried in a wicker or cardboard coffid € "esponsibility of the Department of Water, Land and

or cremated remains are in a cardboard or wooden containBfodiversity Conservation. In reply to a further question
and then a forest is created in that area. In the case of t ken on notice and tabled on 17 February this year, minister

United Kingdom, they have what they call meadow areas.iolloway informed my colleague the shadow minister (Hon.
Will your department be making a submission or contributin aroline Schaefer) that in 2004 ground water information will

to the whole-of-government response to the report on th@€ available from the Department of Water, Land and

select committee inquiry into cemeteries, which has beefi0diVersity Conservation's web site.
noted by this parliament? However, in a letter to a constituent dated 1 December, Mr

. . Holloway said in part that he would like to assure the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member has ralsedconstituent that the PIRSA customer service section would

}Ehrllf/i\xmngr?t Zﬁ?ﬁéﬁgd; Poa\é?) 2§ﬁfgvtgfk%ipﬁri?;§;§goﬁot be closed and will continue to operate. | have been
9 ‘informed very recently that the web site,

supportfthg |(tiea]; l .th'nll(t't IS abvery goodfldga from a Wpt?]lecustomerservice@pirsa.sa.gov.au, which supplies the entire
Irgggeir? tF;]Oe'n : d%lz:g\(/av' Hirl?saxih;t ah\g:ynoo uci'ﬁgrso?gzo fi tate with ground water information, will not be funded by

- Productive,e minister’s department and has been refused the option of
purposes, to which the member for Davenport was rE]cemn%harging a fee because the information is collated by the

. . . : rIsepartment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation.
a body is buried under a site that will eventually have a treq © staff work for PIRSA. therefore the only option is to

on itis a great idea because, over time, you end up with g, vhe ¢ ;stomer service department as of 30 June of this
forest of memories, | guess. It would be po§S|bIe, I suppos&g ar
Iﬁ;&egﬁfﬂ\:\é ki';)f;‘rrﬁilsrgg‘gﬁﬂgatgzvﬁggegrﬁﬁaetsevsecftter. I havg peen assured that the ir_lformation optainable on_the
S ) ) T " internetis in summary form only, is not user friendly and will
I think it is a great idea, because it could increase nativgot pe used by the average consumer. As the minister would
vegetation. It would provide people with a permanent placge aware, every drilling contractor is obliged to supply a
where memb_ers of their family are laid to rest_and it wouldschedule 8, which must be completed and submitted within
get over the issue we have at the moment with short-term4 gays of drilling. Schedule 8 contains all the relevant
leases on cemetery plots. My department is certainly doinghformation which would be available from then on to the
some work on it and | will ensure that we contribute to theppjic. As the minister would be aware, this decision flies in
select committee process to which the honourable membefie face of the regulation of ground water. Therefore, my
referred. | thank him for raising the suggestion with me.  gyestions are: first, why has the minister chosen to cancel this
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As a supplementary question, is information service, given these circumstances? Secondly,
the minister aware of the problems that the Native Vegetatiowhy should drilling contractors fill out a schedule 8 if it is not
Council is causing with council cemeteries? In one case thad be used as public information? Thirdly, why has the
I am aware of, where the cemetery allotment has beedepartment chosen to keep this information to itself?
proclaimed a cemetery for about 100 years but only about 30 Itis also interesting to note, minister, that Professor Peter
per cent of it has actually been used and they now wish tQullen, Thinker in Residence, on 21 May, wrote The
expand the cemetery, the Native Vegetation Council i\dvertiser and said as follows:
making it difficult for the council to expand further because s essential that we do not allow trade in ground water licences
to dig the graves they have to dig up native vegetation. Ar@ntil we understand the systems we are dealing with.
you aware of that issue and, if so, how do you intend td/Vhy has the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
resolve it? Conservation chosen to fly in the face of the generally
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accepted expertise by withholding this particularly relevantigilant monitoring to ensure that it does not reappear, as the
information? In conclusion, it has also come to my attentiorseed life is about 12 years. Independent economic analysis of
that references to the requirement for all collated informatiorthe savings in agricultural production resulting from the
to be submitted have been omitted from the last few amengsrogram shows this level of investment produces very
ments to the Water Resources Act. Why has this occurredatisfactory benefits.
minister? The seven major projects in the program aim to contain
TheHon.J.D.HILL: The member has asked a very and eradicate the weed, assisted by top level research. There
detailed question, showing her extraordinary knowledge oére also projects that empower and support farmers in the
section 8 requirements for drilling purposes. Whilst I amlocal communities. In relation to the spring survey of 2003,
aware of that particular provision, | am very impressed ta21 000 hectares in Victoria and 260 000 hectares in South
learn that the member for Morialta is also aware of it. | will Australia identified an additional area of branched broomrape
ask the head of the department to give you a broad overviethat is in line with expectations. The weed was found on only
of what we are doing in this area and, if necessary, we willL3 new properties. There are now 6 240 hectares of infesta-
come back to the member with a more detailed answer. tion at 548 sites in the quarantine area of 191 000 hectares.
Mr FREEMAN: In broad terms, the department used toThe area of branched broomrape being managed will not
offer a service over the counter through PIRSA for thisdecrease until properties can be released from quarantine, and
information. In the 2003-04 budget, there was a budgethat should commence in about 2013.
saving which transferred this service across to a web-based The seed can last in the ground for 12 years, so before
service. So, instead of providing the customer service ovesomething can be taken out of quarantine, you have to be
the PIRSA counter, it is now a web-based service. The welassured that there has been no outbreak for 12 years. Farmers
based service is an enhanced service, and we operate bétpt branched broomrape out of around 55 per cent of known
services in parallel because there is an issue that, althoughiifested paddocks last year. This shows that the landholders
is an enhanced service, some people do not know how tare putting in the effort required. A project to ensure uniform
access the web. However, the member is correct when shpeogress to eradication aimed at compliance by all farmers is
says that the PIRSA over-the-counter service has beamder way. The project utilises powers contained in the
discontinued and that it is now a web-based service whiclegislation to ensure that landholders undertake recommended
people can access. If people have difficulty accessing theontrols. The community supports this approach. The farming
information, they should contact the agency and we can teadystems project integrates with the Mallee sustainable
them how to access the information through the web. farming systems program in producing best practice farming
MrsHALL: I find that rather extraordinary, given that the systems.
drilling contractors have to have access to this information This is a large trans-state program aimed at improving the
and it should be available. However, | will pursue this—  productivity and skills of the mallee farmers and it is funded
TheHon. J.D.HILL: | think the point is that it is by the Grains Research and Development Corporation.
available, and drilling contractors are probably more likelyTogether, these projects promote new options for farmers in
than not to have access to a computer, which means thélge quarantine area to raise their productivity and eradicate
would have easier access. | guess more services will deranched broomrape. We are undertaking a number of
provided in new ways as technology develops. However, ifitiatives, including farm planning for eradication. Farm
there is a particular issue with understanding, as the CE haanning workshops continue with 127 new farmers attending
said, then people should contact us. We will have a closehe latest series. This means that 50 per cent of the quarantine
look at the member’s quite long and detailed question to searea is covered by farm plans, laying the foundation for
whether there are any outstanding issues. If the informatioaradication of the weed on those properties and making their
is not as it ought to be, we can have a look at that and try towners eligible for the $2.50 a hectare payment to growers.
fix it. In relation to fumigation, the season’s fumigation program
MrsHALL: Thank you, minister. My next question using methyl bromide is under way. If seasonal conditions
relates to page 10.3. Under highlights for 2003-04, a referemain favourable, 78 hectares will be fumigated and the
ence is made to the branched broomrape eradication prograeilocated budget of $1 million fully expended. In terms of
Given that, as part of the compact with the Speaker, thisesearch, paddock scale field trials of the pine-oil seed killer
government guaranteed to eradicate branched broomrape, qarhich the member referred to and which was on the
the department provide us with a report on its progress witiChannel 1News last night) identified through research by
this eradication program? Is it not true that under thisDr John Matthews as a potential replacement for methyl
government branched broomrape has actually spread rath@momide fumigation, have begun. The Department of Water,
than been reduced, and covers a larger area? There has béand and Biodiversity Conservation is accelerating the
a recent announcement of trials spraying with pine oil teevaluation of this product and its suitability for large scale
eradicate branched broomrape. What is the budget allocatiarse as a branched broomrape eradication tool.
for these trials and what is the total budget allocation for the The paddock trials are designed to address some practical
eradication of branched broomrape? application issues and test the efficacy of the treatment as a
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Branched broomrape is a parasitic means of killing branched broomrape seed in the soil. If the
weed that poses threats to both marketing and production &fial outcomes are positive, it will open the way for faster
agricultural commodities across Australia. The branche@radication of the weed over larger areas and at a lower cost.
broomrape eradication program is a continuing program, witiThere is a grant scheme in place, and the extension of the
national support through the Primary Industries Ministerialherbicide grant scheme to include herbicides for canola and
Council of over $2 million a year until June 2006, provided pulse crops is under way. That is what we are doing. In terms
adequate progress towards eradication can be demonstratetibudgets, the budget for 2004-05 is $4 472 000. That is a
We are currently into the second year of a 10-year eradiatiocontribution at a national level of $2 080 000, of which South
program. Following this program, there will need to beAustralia contributes $176 800. In addition, South Australia
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is contributing $1 993 000, and we are getting income support Mr FREEMAN: Although this is not an area of my
from the Animal and Plant Pest Control worth aboutexpertise, | think the issue is that the vegetation clearance
$220 000. Industry is also contributing $179 000. It isneeds to be considered as part of a package of approvals at
probably a little disappointing that their contribution is only a one-stop shop, and that is the initiative that is being
at that level but nonetheless we are grateful for it. developed. The current approvals will stay in place and the
We are spending just under $4.5 million per year. We arédea is that you can get all those approvals as part of a
taking this incredibly seriously. If this weed were to establishhousing site approval at one place instead of multiple places.
itself in the landscape, it could cause devastation to manyhat is what the initiative is.
crops, as well as to some native vegetation. It germinates TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Then, is it possible, as the act
under particular conditions and it is discovered on differenttands, for an application for a housing development (one
properties as a result of rainfall and the plants grown on thoskouse on one site) to be stopped or not approved by council
properties. | am reasonably confident. The advice that | havieecause of a native vegetation issue?
is that we have it pretty well contained now, and we are going  The Hon. J.D. HILL: Not as the law currently stands. It
through the process of trying to get rid of it in a very would depend on how the land was zoned, | would say. There
systematic and deliberate way. We are getting pretty goog an example on Eyre Peninsula at the moment where
support from the local community, which is having to live someone has land which is zoned urban and they want to
through this, and they have shown some outstanding leadeguild a number of houses and a health facility. As a result of
ship at a local level. the zoning, of course, it is not a consent development, so they
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, page 10.43 raises the will be entitled to build a house on that particular block but
issue of the government’s looking at developing a mechanisiot the 30 or 40 houses that they currently want to build. But
to consider what impact proposed subdivisions have on natiM@at is more to do with the planning laws than the native
vegetation. The budget papers say that you are developingagetation laws.
mechanism to consider that. Can the minister provide some The CHAIRMAN: As | understand it, the powers of the
detail as to what is envisaged? Are we saying that theFs may preclude a house being built in a particular location.
intention is to say that subdivisions cannot go ahead?  Thatis my understanding from estimates committees of last

TheHon. J.D. HI LL This matte.r was raiseq aCOUPle Of week. If they do not have the power, they are Certain|y
years ago when debating the native vegetation legislatiofyoking to—

The legislation does not cover subdivision, so as | understand, TheHon. J.D. HILL: Because it is too dangerous
it is possible for a council to zone an area of pristine nativgyecause it is in a fire prone area?

vegetation as a development site and then allow development 1. cHAIRMAN: Yes.

to occur. Virtually the whole of that land can be cleared, and TheHon. J.D. HI L'L_ | can understand that would be the

'{/r\]/?c')sbi:/?onjgry dtg 2:)? \?Vgrrﬁ'%e:tén tggv'\é?é'vazﬁ?iaﬁo?e’gt'case. For example, there would be some sites where, practi-
y P P p yt:ally, it would be difficult to build a house. While there may

in South Australia. We have been working with Planning S ave objections in relation to its proximity to a watercourse,
on how that mighf be managed at a regulatory level ThatAifor example. SO you have a_tht_eoretlcal right but it makes it
: Bracucally very difficult to build it because of the regulatory

where it is at, but we have been talking with them for a “meframework. But the Native Vegetation Act does not stop

while now. Thgere IS no'partlcular P“’POS?" before govefnme.rgu”ding houses on individual housing blocks zoned residen-
because getting the right balance is fairly problematic. It iSial

a matter that we are working on. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a point of clarification. If

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: On page 10.48 it raises the issue .
. : . : the CFS or the EPA say you cannot build on an allotment—
about native vegetation and house sites. Is it currentl . .

g )b TheHon. J.D. HILL: No, | did not say that, necessarily.

possible, or will it be possible under the changes that you p
propose, for the clearance of native vegetation to stop a home TheHon. [.F.EVANS: You are saying they have the
being built? power to do so. _
TheHon. J.D. HILL: We have no particular propositon ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: No, they have the right to say that
before us. We are talking about subdivision rather than homou cannot build on a watercourse.
construction. TheHon.|.F. EVANS. As defined in the Natural
TheHon.I.F. EVANS: | am sorry; no. Minister, Resource ManagementAct? You would not be able to build
page 10.48 raises the issue of home sites. | will try to find th@nywhere in the state.
line, but it has in brackets ‘home sites’. That is the example TheHon.J.D.HILL: As defined in other pieces of
given by the budget papers. legislation. But they have a right to protect water quality and
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I understand what you are saying. they may say you can build on that site but not on these
There is no particular proposition at the moment: that is whaglements of it—such as a flood plain, for instance: it would
| am saying. We are working on developing a proposition. Atoe difficult to do.
the moment, if you have a piece of land which is a housing TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My understanding is that a report
block and which has been zoned for housing, you havevithin the EPA identifies about 400 sites (or a number of
certain rights about clearance to put the house on that landites) that the EPA reckons you cannot build on. What does
and you can clear a certain amount of vegetation for fence#he government intend to do about sites that for decades have
the building block, fire and all the rest of it. The regulationsbeen rated as having a building right so they have attained a
describe what you can do. We are looking at areas where tleertain value? If a government agency now says that you
land is reasonably pristine and subdivision would cause aannot build on that land, what does the government intend
considerable amount of clearance. | will ask Mr Freeman t@o do about the valuation of the land? Because it is then
expand on that. valueless.
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TheHon.J.D.HILL: The EPA has been looking at to proceed with this measure. | am contemplating it, and |
issues of water quality in the hills and identifying how manywill take into account any particular issues that any clubs
potential housing sites might be created. However, the issuaise. If it becomes a particular hardship they can seek an
as to zoning is ultimately not an issue for the EPA. All it canexemption and, obviously, we would be fairly sympathetic
do is look at what its responsibilities are in protecting theif they had a good case.
watercourse. You talk about the ZOﬂing. The area that the TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | want to ask the minister some
EPA is looking at is not zoned residential, so | do not thinkquestions about water loss along the same lines. How much
there is a right to build houses on those sites. There ifoney is being spent, either by his department or any other
possibly an expectation but I do not think there is a right. lgovernment agency, to discover how many hundred mega-
think that is the distinction. litres of water are being lost each year through weeping mains

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Minister, you might want to ynderground in the metropolitan area and elsewhere in South
check whether the Valuer-General has been valuing thosgustralia? The pipeline network above ground is easily
sites on the basis that he thinks there is a right, not amaintained with regular painting and so on, but the older
expectation, to build a house. The natural resource managgipes, which were installed throughout the metropolitan area
ment levy (which is under this budget line), the emergencyrior to the 1960s, or, indeed, the 1970s more like (they have
services levy, the sewerage rates and everything else is basgst yet deteriorated in that decade), are all subject to corro-
on the value of the block. If the value of the block, in part atsjon and deterioration.
least, is based on whether you can build a home, to a large a, estimate was made by minister John Klunder about

extent that adds to the value. If they do not have a right {q 5 years ago and nothing has been said about it since. It takes
build a home but only an expectation, surely the Valuery, o\ pstantial proportions now as many of those leakages are
rEﬁearly affecting the roadways along which the pipelines
Y #%el and which are causing subsidence and so on. But, in the
main, they end up just discharging into the surface watertable
without ever bursting through to the surface; in the same
way—as he and | saw on the occasion that we went to New
South Wales—cotton is being irrigated by pipes that simply
ooze water all the way along their length. | know from the

. calculations that were made by minister Klunder, and by the
Planning Act, for the Valuer-General or for local government,inisiers own remarks at another time in this place, that an
All'l am saying is that the agencies within my reSpo.nS'b'“tyenormous amount of water enters the secure system of
have a duty to ensure that natural resources—and in the ca§g Water but it never receives a customer

; :

of water resources—are protected, because the community )
has a right to have its water resources protected. UItimateI(i/li/ TheHon. J.D. HILL: I thank the honourable member for

to reduce the taxation base on those people because the
being falsely charged.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member is asking
me questions that are outside my areas of responsibility.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: You might be collecting the
NRM levy illegally, under false pretences.
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | am not responsible for the

whether an approval is given for a block that is not zoned)'> question. | just point out that the responsibility for the SA
‘residential’ is up to the planning process to determine. ater system |s_that Of the Minister for Admlnls_tratlve
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: Minister, you mentioned earlier Services, and | will certainly refer the question to him for a

about water restrictions, bores and possible exemptions. whatore specific ﬁnswi.}:. ASX'?/?/ tto me Ist that systems tf[tnder f
will the government's approach be to regional golf clubs thaP"€SSuré, such as the ater systems, as a matter o
have bore water as their only or most economic source fof"actice lose around about 8 per cent of water each year for
watering their course? | have a letter before me which wa v_a;lety of reas:)dnz. Leal:ﬁge |sd0ne ]?f tfhose r((ajasons,
written by the hard-working member for Goyder (John Meijer)&/Nt€nance would beé another and use for firés and so on
regarding the Balaklava golf club. That club is very Con_(whlch, obviously, is not part of anyone’s allocation) would

cerned that it will now be restricted in its water use becausB€ @ third reason. o )
it does have bore water. That community has worked |understand that 8 per centis kind of standard behaviour.
tirelessly over the past 10 years to establish its golf course &3bviously, it would not be world's best but, generally, it is
one of the best in the Mid North. What will the policy be in considered an acceptable standard. To get to 0 per cent would
relation to regional golf clubs, and the like, that rely on borerequire an extraordinary investment of capital. If one were to
water? Will they successfully be given an exemption? invest that capital to get an 8 per cent saving, one would have
TheHon. JD.HILL: As | said to the honourable to considerwhetherthatinvestment could make better water
member previously when he asked about other sources §Rvings if used in other ways. For example, would it be better
water, | am having a closer look at this proposed regulatiort© build desalination plants? Would that be a cheaper way of
The issue relating to golf courses has been raised with m@etting an equivalent volume of water? It must be a cost
before. | suppose that it is an issue for all sporting clubs an@ffective consideration.
groups that have greens of various sorts to water. Schools and However, | will seek advice from the Minister for
local councils all have areas they like to water. We are nofAdministrative Services. Certainly through the Waterproofing
saying that they cannot water. It is not proposed that theyrdelaide project, a number of these issues are being evaluat-
should not water. What is proposed is that they should watexd to see which are the most cost-effective ways of obtaining
at a time when they will minimise water loss so that there ipotentially additional water supplies. Desal does seem to be
not waste. the cheapest of the, | guess, novel options. Recycling
That is what local government has managed to do with thevastewater and so on are obviously the most likely to add
regulations that are SA Water based. That is what a numbedditional flows to our systems in South Australia, but | am
of clubs and organisations have been able to do in relation teappy to get a report for the member.
water that comes from SA Water. | do not see why itisany TheHon.|.P.LEWIS: That brings me to my next
more difficult for groups that use water that comes from aquestion. Before asking it, can | make the remark that the
bore. In any event, as | said, | have not yet determined howfficiency to which the minister refers about whether the
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dollar would be better invested on desalinating is no less down a house every day, no-one dies on the road, or anything

question for the Balaclava golf club or anyone else. Is it more@lse. But it is clearly an unsustainable practice.

efficient to spend the money irrigating on most days whenthe TheHon. J.D. HILL: The issue of salinity is obviously

temperature and humidity are appropriate, even though it isf great concern to my department, and we will have a look

in daylight hours of, say, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., aat it from that point of view. But in terms of costs, and so on,

opposed to having to pay penalty rates to send their irrigatofge would have to go to SA Water. We will obtain a reply for

out? They might consider that they, too, are acting morehe member.

efficiently. So, in absolute terms the government is not setting TheHon. |.E. EVANS: The department is in receipt of

a very good example if, on the one hand, it expects them tg report entitled ‘Report of the catchment management

pay the higher cost of labour just to save the water when theypsidy scheme, June 2002’. The report shows that well over

government itself chooses not to save the water but to let §120 million worth of stormwater and associated works in the

run into the surface aquifer and dissipate in such ways agdelaide metropolitan area is to be undertaken. Is it intended

occurs there. o ) that this amount will be funded out of the natural resource
My next question is about the wastewater to which theynanagement levy?

minister refers. | wonder whether any money has been spent TheHon. 3.D. HILL: A review of the scheme in 2001-02

by the government on researching accurately (instead of thgenified a large backlog of works, estimated at $140 mil-
crap that was told to the Public Works Committee three yearg,, 1o resolve flooding and drainage issues. As a conse-
ago by SA Water) draining the groundwater through the, ,ence of that review the government decided, as part of the
sewerage system from the Queensbury district (the PoBng3.04 pudget, to double the funding for the scheme to
Adelaide-Le Fevre Peninsula area) where tile drains args mijlion per annum. The increase in funding has allowed
deliberately kept in place below sea level draining seawatgf, o government to take a proactive role, principally in

(or the equivalent) out of the sandy soils. They are not cla artnership with local government, in the management and
or sandy loams, and the water constantly floods the seweraggg of stormwater in South Australia. Expenditure, including
pipes. They are always inundated with water that comes ifjnds from local government catchment water management
through these terracotta pipes. ) boards and the commonwealth under the scheme for 2003-04
This seawater is being mixed up with the sewage and grey, 4 2004-05, is estimated at $6.6 million and $10.7 million
water sullage and pumped to Bolivar. On one calculation thafgpectively. A large part of the expenditure is being directed
| did of that seawater based on 36 000 ppm, that represeni§ards stormwater drainage and flood mitigation works and
several hundred tonnes of salinity. We would be shifting &;,,gies, stormwater reuse projects and water quality and
minimum of about 5 000 tonnes of salt a year onto th&aichment health projects. Some expenditure is supporting the
irigated areas at Virginia if we attempted to use all of that o stormwater initiative established to develop a strategic
water; yet SA Water says that they do not need to replace ”?pproach to stormwater management in metropolitan
mains, they are all okay. | am appalled, because | now knoWg|aide that encourages sustainable use of stormwater,

that there is going to be a serious and increasing problem witgoves stormwater quality and encourages sustainable
salinity retention in the horticultural soils onto which that g tions for managing stormwater hazard risk.

wastewater can be diverted. The salt will not go away; it will The benefits of using the scheme’s funds in this way

hang above the clay layer to the point where itwill eventually,, . ,4e improved management of stormwater hazards with
ruin that soil. That soil is not commg.from the water SOﬁe.ner.Sreduced risk to life and property for those areas targeted;
2;Eeagéi?]tevrvitmheiﬁ?%ﬁi?m%ﬁ? mu:th)i/t gr;agtﬂgagitrl;[]y I”Encouragement of greater local government investment in

P q Y PYstormwater management; the revitalisation of deteriorating

flooding all the terracotta mains in the Queensbury drainag%ormwater infrastructure throughout the state: and the

\f%srtfsmérlltcjus;?etrotﬁg tl:?atcr][gr?acl)r:jggglt?(l)ie gfvgggresgeﬁtvrcgg omotion of innovatipn in stormwater management towards
discharged’ to the gulf ’ ' mproved water .quallty.and harvesting of stormwater as a
On the one hand vvé are concerned quite properly to sayg-odree. we \-N'” continue to fu_r_md on a m_atchmg basis
the seagrass meadéws but. on the other hand. we do no,[gs‘?ormwater drainage and flood mitigation projects to reduce
a damn about the future of 'Ehe horticultural soiis that belon backlog of works, and we will continue to progress the
to our citizens at Virginia, who are being asked to use thiquban stormwater |n|t|at|ve.W|_th a view to finalising the
water instead of over-expioiting the groundwater reserves 1 amework_, including esta_bllshlng anew governance model
- esg r managing stormwater into the future.
Virginia. | want to know what the cost would be of replacing Mr KOUTSANTONIS: If there i d
the leaky terracotta sewerage pipes throughout the Queens- r , - It there s stormwater damage
bury district or anywhere else in the metropolitan area wher O SOMEoNes prgperly, whom do they sue if they cannot
they occur below the water table and are constantly floode@.bta'n Insurance: L
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not have that detail. Once  An honourable member interjecting: _ _ _
again, it is an issue for my colleague the Minister for ~TheHon.J.D.HILL: As the member said, thatis asking
Administrative Services, but | am happy to take it on noticeme to provide legal advice.
and ensure that the member receives a reply. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Who is responsible, then?
TheHon.|.P.LEWIS: | do not want the minister to TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is asking for legal advice in
misunderstand me. | am not accusing him of being derelica different form. The legal advice would be: who is respon-
in his duty. sible for the act of damage to that particular property? Was
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | understand. it the individual who built the house on a site that was known
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: | am just saying that | think that to be subject to flooding; was it the council that allowed the
SA Water, the new Department of Water, Land and Biodiversubdivision; or was it the builder? You could find half a
sity, and the EPA ought to get on the job. It is a big anddozen potential subjects to be sued. | do not think there is any
serious problem that no-one notices because it does not busimple answer to that question.
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The minister would be aware The USI has also been progressing policy issues to
that in my electorate, if there is a one in 100-year flood, mosincorporate multiple objectives of stormwater management
people will require dinghies and floaties to get around. | aninto decision making. These include key issues of flood
very concerned about the lack of planning over the past 5Sthanagement, reuse, water quality and amenity. In addition,
years to deal with it. It is not until now that something isthe group is considering procurement options, project
being done. delivery, management arrangements, policy development and

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | think this has been an area which relationship with other arms of government and also the
has been a bit of a political football between various levelprivate sector. The committee will investigate linkages
of government. Local government traditionally has hadbetween the various water-related government strategies that
responsibility for stormwater and flooding, and has manageninpinge on stormwater and the integration of relevant
that within its council boundaries. Usually the way they haveobjectives and activities between state and local government,
done itis to pass on the problem to the adjoining council areancluding an exploration of funding, governance and institu-
If you happen to be in the council area that is at the lowestional arrangement.
point (which is kind of where you are), you cop all of it, and ~ The USI is to examine the remnant legislation relating to
that is 50, 70, 80 to 100 years of accumulated decisiofhe various old drainage schemes with a view to rationalising
making. Of course, what makes it worse is that you now haveéne legislative framework. The USI committee is also
in-fill development occurring, more hard surfaces andmanaging the preparation of new models for stormwater
therefore, more run-off. So, there is the potential for evermanagement, including the appropriate legislative provisions.
more accumulated water to gather. So, a considerable amount of work is being done. As the

Local government has played a very good role in this bynember said, this is work that perhaps should have been done
working on a collective basis with us across Adelaide50 or so years ago.

Government and local government are trying to work outa TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: With respect to branched

strategy to manage this beyond local government borders. Wgoomrape, if a map were to be drawn, in the first instance,
are looking at how we can increase investment: for exampleyround those points, places, locations—call them what you
we putin $4 million a year and the local government puts injke—in which an outbreak has been identified, assuming that
$4 million a year. Stormwater management is the key issuge put a circle around that and then draw tangents to the
being considered by the minister’s local government forumpytpreak nearest to it, to finally provide us with an enclosed
as a result of the risk implications arising from the backlogarea of land over which broomrape outbreaks have been
of works. o _ ~ discovered, spot by spot around the perimeter, what would

The Local Government Association is project managinchow be the area enclosed by that multi-sided map of the area,
the joint state-local government funded metropolitanather than saying that each plant occupies an area of three
Adelaide stormwater management study, which will providesquare metres, and multiply out the number of plants
up-to-date information on the existing stormwater system injiscovered to give the area infested with broomrape, which

Adelaide: how it can be improved, including reuse optionsis a bit ridiculous, or add up those so-called infested areas, it
and how costs can best be apportioned across local goverimounts to the same thing.

ment councils where work and multicouncil benefits are TheHon. J.D. HILL: We have obviously not done that

involved. KBR was appointed to undertake the study inmodelling. The advice | have is that the survey area has
December 2003, and is expected to provide a final report Biyentified 21 000 hectares in Victoria and 260 000 in South
the end of July this year. The report will provide an audit of o ystralia. But, the areas of infestation are 6 240 hectares at
existing information in relation to the adequacy of stormwateis4g siies in the quarantine area of 191 000 hectares.

infrastructure in metropolitan Adelaide. . TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: When was that revealed? When
Recommended actions include opportunities for reducin id that occur?

stormwater discharges, policy options, information gaps thal The Hon. J.D. HILL: | beg your pardon; my advice is

should be filled, potential projects for reuse of StormW&Y[eEhat we have not discovered it in Victoria, we have surveyed
and apportionment of council costs for stormwater manage- ’

ment. The government has set aside $4 million a year, o'
which we have just referred, to develop a joint approach t . X .
stormwater mitigation with metropolitan local government?hat IS now embraced_ by_the I|_ne aroun(_j the outside of each
on a 50:50 basis. The action is intended to work towardS' (e Spots upon which it is situated—like a polygon.-
providing increased long-term funding for flood mitigation ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: lunderstand whatyou are saying.
and drainage works, as well as giving the reuse water quality TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: Yes; it is a bit more than 6 000

and urban amenity a high priority where feasible. ectares, minister.

The urban stormwater initiative to which | referred hasa TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thatis true. The total area in South
steering committee. With key representatives from state anfjustralia in which surveys have been conducted is 260 00
local government, it is oversighting the foregoing study andhectares; the quarantine area is 191 000 hectares; but the area
developing relevant policy for best practice urban stormwate@f infestation is 6 240 hectares within that 191 000 hectare
management. The committee is called the Urban Stormwatéite. So, | guess that within the remainder of those hectares
Initiative (USI) and involves the two levels of government, there is a risk of infestation, but there has not been a dis-
with representatives from the chief executives of the Departsovery of infestation.
ment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation and the TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Can the minister—not necessarily
Department of Transport and Urban Planning, as well as thevday—simply arithmetically add up all the money which it
Executive Director of the Local Government Association, thes proposed to spend in this year’s budget and, under the
chair of the metropolitan CEOs’ association, and the genergdrogram which he thinks he is pursuing to the foreseeable
managers of the Patawalonga and Torrens Catchment waffeiture, the amount that is to be spent from all sources until we
management boards. get to the point of declaring broomrape eradicated?

Victoria.
TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: My question was about the area
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: | could certainly go through this TheHon. J.D. HILL: No. | made my comments before
year's budget. From all sources, the amount spent in Souih relation to the River Murray. My advisers are the same.
Australia this coming budget year (2004-05) will be  TheHon.R.G. KERIN: | have a few issues that | will
$4 472000, of which South Australia’s share isquickly raise to do with the river. Itis a very important issue.
$2.389 million. | do not think that anyone takes the river lightly: it is a matter

TheHon. |.P. LEWIS: Okay; good, but | am looking for  of whether or not we can match our rhetoric on the river with
the total sum of money that is proposed to be spent until waction. That is not just here but throughout Australia. The
achieve eradication in the program which the minister thinksiver seems to be a band wagon that everyone wants to jump
he is pursuing. on, whether that is politicians, the media or whatever. Having

TheHon. J.D.HILL: Yes; | understand. | can get a been on the ministerial council for about six years and
calculation for you. We are pursuing this with determinationwatched a lot of what has happened, it seems to me that with
and vigour, as | have said before, and we want to keeghe river we seem to have a popular topic of the time. At the
maintaining the contribution from the other states. At themoment that has been about the quantity of water; five years
moment, they put in $1.9 million as well. We can get thatago it was all about salinity; and 10 years ago it was all about
figure for the member. trees. Of course, the problems are far more complex than just

TheHon. |.P.LEWIS: What is the department doing, jJumping from one issue to another, and the solutions need to
may | ask, on another matter, to sort out the anomalies th&e extremely holistic.
occur between what is called the Murray Lands Underground | have several areas of concern. | have a concern about the
Water Resources Committee, as part of the Murray Basirgovernment'’s rhetoric being matched by action. | have some
and the South-East Catchment Water Management Board, thencerns about the levy. | never agreed with the levy: | think
Murray Basin being part of what is known as the Riverit was probably a pretty soft way of raising a tax, because you
Murray Water Catchment Management Board and theould always argue that something going to the river is going
interface area of which | speak between the two on exactl{o be good. It is not an equitable way of raising a levy. Within
the same underground water resource? As | tried to point oittthere is no disincentive to use water, and the way the levy
to him and his predecessors in previous governments, this used is one thing that | will be questioning. Obviously, we
was always a silly policy. need to move on the 500 gigalitres, and | have a couple of

We now have interface between Peake and GeraniugPncerns with that. One is that, at the time of agreeing to go
where, on one side of the fence, one bunch of policies applie#own the line and take the first step with the 500 gigalitres,
and, on the other side of the fence, there is another. It wouldwas somewhat disappointed that the decision was made to
have been better to have divided the Murray Basin away froriave 500 gigalitres but that the 500 was virtually then spent
the River Murray Catchment Water Management Board anfY being allocated to wetlands.
put it into a board of its own, separate from the South-East That, of course, reduces the amount that actually comes
and the Murray Catchment Water Management Board. Thertarough most of the river system as environmental flow. |
are anomalies, and they occur in the area just east of Peakave some concerns about the delays that there have been, to
where the boundaries are supposed to meet but no-onettge national action plan in particular but to several other
quite sure where they are. programs as well. Obviously, | have had a long interest in and

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member raises anwatched very closely what has happened with the Lower
important issue, which is always going to be the case wheMurray Irrigation Area.
you create boundaries. It happens across state boundaries,Basically, | suppose the concern is that we need an
across local government boundaries (we have just beebsolute whole of government approach to issues to do with
talking about that in relation to stormwater), and it happenshe Murray, and think that there are some inconsistencies
across natural resource boundaries. Under the legislation thilwere. | do not think that SA Water’s activities are always
is before the upper house at the moment, the NRM arrangéstally consistent with what would be the Minister for River
ments, this matter is addressed. A mechanism is establish&tlurray’s agenda. | think that has been the case through
to allow cross-border management of those issues through tBeccessive governments. | do not think that is a new problem.
establishment of particular groups. That could potentiallywith those few comments, | shall go into the first question.
occur everywhere there is a boundary, so we have a mudhow much money has been raised by the River Murray levy,
more flexible and subtle way of dealing with it and, in effect,and how much has been spent, and on what projects?
coming up with an organising body that will look after that  TheHon. J.D. HILL: The first point | would make is that
issue, even though itis perhaps within two NRM boards. Wey|| proceeds from the save the River Murray levy are paid
understand the issue: it is not the only place where it is afhto Consolidated Account, and an amount to the level
issue, but we think we have a mechanism in place to addregg|lected is then appropriated to the Save the River Murray
It. Fund, which is a legislative fund that takes the form of a non-
interest bearing special deposit account pursuant to section 8
of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987. The purpose is to
receive the proceeds of save the River Murray levy by
Consolidated Account and make payments as prescribed by
The CHAIRMAN: We move now to consideration under the Waterworks (Save the River Murray Levy) Amendment

the portfolio of Minister for the River Murray. Act 2003.
) The funds are only available for spending on the River
Member ship: Murray improvement program designed to improve the health

The Hon. R.G. Kerin substituted for the Hon. |.F. Evans. of this important river system. The Save the River Murray
The CHAIRMAN: Does the minister want to make an Fund is estimated to have funds totalling $13.4 million in this
opening statement? current financial year, 2003-04, and $19 million in 2004-05.
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That is $13.4 million raised this current year and $19 millionof these projects are Murray-Darling Basin Commission
to be raised in the next year, so they are cumulative. funded.

Budgeted expenditure against the fund is estimated at TheHon.J.D. HILL: Absolutely. .
$9.7 million for 2003-04 and $22.7 million for the following ~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: When we brought the levy in
year, $17.4 million of that being reflected under administeredgst year, the Treasurer gave an assurance that in 2003-04
items, and $5.3 million carryover from 2003-04 that ishone of the levy money would go towards any Murray-

included in the department’s controlled expenditure lines foParling basin projects— S
2004-05. TheHon. J.D. HILL: Perhaps | can explain. | think that,

Over the two years, 2003-04/2004-05, it is anticipated thaf'en the Treasurer putthe legislation in, the second reading
the full funding received in the fund will be expended by the€XPlanation actually made it plain—and | certainly remember

: : aking it plain at the time that we introduced the levy,
ﬁﬂgngg Jfl:gri %ggséggezhgﬂu&ri%r pl\r/lougrrrzr;slzﬁﬂg Fnrgjfgé_ ecause | was out there defending it. | said that about half of

acquisition of water for environmental flows—although none't would go into environmental flow and about half would go

of that has yet happened, as the member would be awardto projects. Thenthe .Pre.miers had their meeting and came
wetland management; implement the River Murray WatepP With @ package which involved South Australia paying
Allocation Plan; contribution towards the Murray/Darling 02 Million, so that meant that slightly more than half would
Basin Commission programs; upgrade drainage dispos p into the environmental flow aspects of it and the rest was
systems and waste disposal stations; water quality improv nere to assist capital works. It was always our intention fgr
ment programs; conserving the River Murray’s ecology; and1at money tg l()je lislt\a/ld (t)hlr\loql?ﬂ the I\:Iurra}y_-D%rItlng B?ﬁ'?
scientific research and information. Programs and projects0MMISSION budget. vir O1verll has just explaineéd to me tha

developed in 2003-04 and financed under the fund Buildind'€ '€gislation is quite specific that the money from the fund
Momentum during 2004-05 will ensure that all moneys will an be used to contribute over and above the set amount that

i base budget, which was $15 million.
be fully expended by the end of 2005. was In our , V .
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: On that very point, TheHon. R.G. KERIN: How much was our contribution

L ; IS the 5 the commission in this last financial year?
minister saying that none of the money from the levy is going ~ Taon, 3.0, HILL : It was $19.6 million this year and

to replace what Treasury would have previously had to picl$20 6 million next year
up? , |

_ . TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I think you will find that during
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am advised that $13 million or so the debate the Treasurer gave an assurance that none of the

a year will go into water acquisition. money in 2003-04 would go towards the $19.2 million for the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Towards the 500 gigalitres. commission.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, towards the 500 gigalitres. ~ TheHon. J.D.HILL: I can raise it with him, but that
About $4 million a year will go into the Murray Darling certainly was not the government's—
Basin Commission for works which will be in additiontothe ~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: He did flag that in future years
$15 million that is already built into our budget base. it would be allowed, but he gave a commitment that—

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | remember when you went up TheHon. J.D. HILL: | car_mot comme_nt on 't'.l am not
aware of exactly what he said, but we will certainly have a

and had a look at the trial wetting at Chowilla, and agai - L
yesterday with the couple of projects down at TauwitcherglOOk atit. The reality is that we needed extra money to make

it was mentioned in the media release on both occasions thg&'s work, .and we put_th_e levy in place. Not everyone
contributions to those have been made by the levy. Which ogfdPPOrted it, but the majority seemed to do so. Itis in place

the programs that we saw yesterday had money from the le W, a_nd it is collecting Fhe resources we need. | think the
go towards them? est thing about the levy is that it sent a very strong message,

. . . particularly to Canberra and to the eastern states, that we
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The Murray-Darling Basin Council P y

. . ? g were prepared to take this issue seriously, and it motivated
at some stage last year, | think, committed itself. Ministersy o 1ind of package we eventually got

agreed to a $150 million capital works program which would TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Do allocations out of the levy
accompany t.he 500 gigalitre program caIIed' the L'V'”.grequire ministerial or cabinet approval? What is the process
Murray Initiative. So, there are two projects going hand ingg, deciding what can be paid for out of the levy?

hand, and the aim of the capital works projectis to make suré. o Hon. J.D. HILL: | agreed to the program of works

that the water we save is used in the best possible way.  ich are part of the budget papers. It is through an approval
As a hypothetical example—and nothing to do with anyprocess in terms of developing a budget. The majority of the
of these projects—one of the things we want to do with watemoney will be to purchase water. The government will be
is to put it into wetlands, like at Chowilla, so that we can getsigning off on any scheme that is agreed upon in terms of
arevival. Under normal conditions you might need, perhapsunding that 500 gigalitres, and our contribution to that will
100 gigalitres of water to flood a particular area be_cause ItiBe signed off at cabinet level. The additional $150 million for
so far away from the river but, if you could put a pipe and athe initiative was signed off by the ministerial council and
pump in place for a cost of $2 million and use only fivethen | approved it here in South Australia. The budget
gigalitres of water to have the same benefit, obviously, thasrocess, which is ultimately a cabinet process, agreed to that
is a cost-effective way of doing it. That fund is there to usegs well.
the capital in that kind of way. The projects that we opened MsCICCARELLO: I refer to sub-program 1.1, Portfolio
yesterday, the fish passage and the barrage gates, were bgthtements, page 10.47: ‘River Murray.’ Dairy farming in the
out of that. That is part of the $150 000, which is part of theLower Murray region between Mannum and We”ington is
fund. often criticised by our upstream interstate neighbours as an
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A lot of these works have been area that exhibits many of the worst aspects of irrigation. The
programmed for quite a while. My understanding is that mostriticism points to the use of large quantities of water,
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inefficient flood irrigation practices, no metering of water useexiting the industry, with consequent retirement from
and drainage back into the river as a major source of polluirrigation of approximately 1 000 hectares of reclaimed land.
tion. Is the criticism warranted and, if so, what is the SouthThls led to the decision to implement a strategy that involved:
Australian government doing to fix the problem? issuing new tradeable water allocations specifying the

TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for her drainage requirements to be met;
guestion, because it is an important issue. Dairy farming in  determining the level of public funding contribution to
the Lower Murray region between Mannum and Wellington  rehabilitation;
is often criticised by our upstream interstate neighbours as an allowing a period of water trading by those wishing to
area that exhibits many of the worst aspects of irrigation. The exit; and
criticism points to the use of large quantities of water,- facilitating a period of restructuring to rationalise farms
inefficient flood irrigation practices, no metering of water use  on the best land.
and drainage back into the river as a major source of polluk is recognised that this has involved difficult decisions for
tion, as the member has said. The area to which the questiomdividuals, so the government has been patient and allowed
refers is comprised of 5 200 hectares of reclaimed flood plairtime for this restructuring to occur. The government has also
The reclaimed land is below river level, and this allows forbeen willing to adjust the terms of the financial offer to make
flood irrigation of the land to provide pasture for dairy it more attractive to irrigators and to facilitate a better
farming. outcome. The process is initiated by irrigators, so this has

The area has been developed over many years, and theeant a delay in commencement of on-ground rehabilitation
economic activity that is generated from the productive usevorks. For this reason, a delay has also occurred in the
of the reclaimed land is a major contributor to the region’sexpenditure of funds allocated to the project. In some
economy through the dairy industry. PIRSA figures estimateguarters, this is seen as the government delaying the works.
that 17 per cent of the state’s milk production comes fronl do not accept that criticism, because the changes we ask
this region. It is true that irrigation practices that haveirrigators to make are significant and, in these circumstances,
evolved are no longer acceptable, and there is a need to batlis necessary to allow them time to consider all their options.
improve farm management practices and upgrade infrastruc- Applications for financial assistance with restructuring
ture so that water is used efficiently and the discharge oflosed on 30 April this year. Forty applications have been
polluted water back to the river is significantly reduced. Thisreceived for exit assistance, with the likely result being
includes installation of meters, because one reason for currergtirement of approximately 1 000 hectares (which is on
excessive water use is that usage is not being measured. Ttaeget) and the consolidation of a further 600 hectares into
state government has recognised these problems and existing farms to create more viable units. Of the total water
committed to assisting the dairy farmers to make the necesdlocation of 67.3 gigalitres for LMRIA, 15 gigalitres has
sary adjustments through a combination of restructuring andeen traded out of the area. These results are consistent with
rehabilitation works. This will provide an economically and the predictions of the options study and provide a high degree
environmentally sustainable basis for the continuation obf confidence that the rehabilitation of the remaining farms
irrigation in this sensitive region. will be economically viable. The government expects the

The previous government initiated the program of reformyehabilitation of infrastructure to commence during the next
and | am pleased to say that the current government hdmancial year and to be completed in sufficient time to
maintained that commitment. At various times certain partiesomply with the River Murray water allocation plan and EPA
have questioned my support for the program and haveequirements for water use efficiency and drainage discharge
implied that | reduced the government’s financial commit-of management.
ment. This is not correct. The current government has MsCICCARELLO: | refer to subprogram, targets
maintained the funding arrangements that were initiated b2004-05, Portfolio Statements, page 10.43. In March 2001,
the former government. Public funding of $22 million is the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council agreed on a
being provided jointly by the state government and thevision and 15 high-level objectives for the restoration of the
Australian government under the national action plan foecological health of the River Murray. One of those objec-
salinity and water quality, and it is estimated that irrigatorgtives is to provide fish passage from the Murray Mouth at
will be required to contribute another $6 million for works Goolwa to the Hume Dam near Albury. What progress is
that directly benefit them. being made to meet this objective?

The project also includes conversion of government TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for that
managed irrigation districts to self-management. Thesgquestion, which has partly been answered before. Through the
districts comprise almost two-thirds of the region. ThisLiving Murray initiative, the commission has approved a
reform is consistent with the COAG reform agenda and seelfdve-year $25 million funding package to provide fish passage
to put the control and management of irrigation infrastructurédrom the sea to the Hume Dam. Fish passage already exists
into the hands of the irrigators, as has happened in theast the upstream structures at Yarrawonga and Torrumbarry,
Riverland. Irrigators generally welcome this change becausso the works are concentrated in the River Murray barrages
it provides them with control over irrigation infrastructure and the locks and weirs from Blanchetown to Euston.
central to their business. The current government haBrogress on this initiative has been excellent, with fish
continued the strategy of involving the community in thepassages operating, or about to be commissioned, at three
development and implementation of reform and at all timedocks and weirs at Tauwitchere Barrage and the Murray
has attempted to place relevant information before th&louth, which is what we did yesterday. Construction is due
community so that people can make informed decisions aboth commence in the next few months at two additional locks
their future. and weirs and at the Goolwa barrage. The remaining struc-

An options study conducted three years ago showed thatires will be completed over the next three years. The fish
the clarification of water rights and the ability to trade waterpassages are considered to be state-of-the-art, and | am
could be expected to result in as many as 40 farms from 128dvised that their effectiveness has exceeded expectations.
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Over 17 000 fish were recorded at the Lock 8 fish laddehave been two rounds of priority project funding, including
during the first six days of trapping. foundation funding under NAP: NAP 1, $12 million in
Mr HANNA: Will the minister take this question on 2001-02; and NAP 2, $20 million in 2002-03. Implementation
notice: can the lists of reports previously provided to me orof NAP 1 and NAP 2 priority projects is now mostly
progress in relation to the recommendations of the selectomplete, except where there have been special circum-
committee into the River Murray be provided to me again?stances that have delayed their implementation.
TheHon. J.D.HILL: Yes. From 1 January 2004, all funding for regional investment
Mr HANNA: How much progress has the minister madeactivities had to go through the investment strategy process
with creating a national water trading register to facilitate thiswith new funding for the INRM groups applying from 1 July
process? 2004. All five groups have now completed their INRM plan
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I would be pleased to get an update and have achieved accreditation from the state and Australian
on how we are going with the implementations of thegovernments. Each group has also completed an investment
recommendations of the select committee report. | would likestrategy derived from the plan as a basis for NAP, as well as
to see that. Secondly, in relation to water trading, that is th&lHT extension and national landcare program funding for
central issue to be discussed at the premiers’ and Prini2003-04 and 2005-06.
Minister's meeting on Friday in Canberra, as part of the heads The investment strategies were submitted on 31 October
of government meeting. It is fair to say that a fair amount 0f2003. Total funding of $17.3 million was approved in
work has been done. | will ask Mr Freeman, who is theFebruary 2004. This provided 18 months of NAP funding for
Deputy President of the Murray-Darling Basin Commissioninvestment activities in the Mount Lofty Ranges-Greater
and who has been intimately involved in a lot of the preparaAdelaide, $3.6 million; Northern and Yorke Agricultural
tory work to give us an outline of where we are at in relationDistrict, $1.1 million; Kangaroo Island, $0.63 million; South-
to that. East, $0.44 million; and six months’ investment funding in
Mr FREEMAN: Currently there is a trial, which allows the SA Murray-Darling Basin region, $11.5 million in total
water trade, essentially, from Nyah into South Australiafor 2003-04, including $6 million for the salt interception
Temporary water trades vary dynamically and we see a lot afchemes and $2.7 million for the rehabilitation of the Lower
temporary water normally trading upstream, particularlyMurray reclaimed irrigation areas.
during drier years: it tends to move into Victoria and New The SA Murray-Darling Basin INRM group then submit-
South Wales which receive lower water allocation duringted a second investment strategy in February 2004 seeking a
those drier years. That occurred during this current yeafurther $18.9 million of NAP funds for 2004-05. The joint
although we were on water restrictions, there was still a neiteering committee has now assessed the investment strategy
trade to South Australia for temporary trade. Permanent tradend intends to recommend funding of $16.4 million to
is far more difficult. There are physical constraints as toministers. This includes further large investments in salt
where the water can move up and down the catchment. Thenaterception schemes ($6.1 million) and rehabilitation of the
are physical things such as the Barmah Choke, which medrower Murray reclaimed irrigation area ($0.55 million). The
that even though you might be able to consummate a pap&entre for Natural Resource Management has responsibility
transfer of water, it physically cannot be delivered betweeffior interfacing with regional NRM groups, assisting them to
those two places. Similarly, there are environmental concerrdevelop the R&D priorities identified in the NRM planning
about transferring water where it may cause increased salinignd to broker access to R&D services from agencies,
etc., so permanent transfers are far more difficult. universities and CSIRO. Some $10 million of NAP funds
For the first time ever during the 2002-03 financial yearwere provisionally allocated to CNRM in April 2004 to
there was a net trade of permanent water out of SoutBnable it to further develop its R&D plans and investment
Australia. South Australia is still a significant net beneficiaryportfolio, developed in consultation with the five NAP
of permanent trade. The national water initiative is to extendegions; $4.4 million of this amount was then allocated to the
the trial and essentially allow water trade permanently acroséve highest priority projects in the portfolio for immediate
the basin. One of the major difficulties at the moment is thatmplementation.
several of the irrigation areas have rules which preclude trade The state is committed to the implementation of NAP in
out of those areas, and that will be addressed, | understan8puth Australia. The commonwealth has put in $93 million
if the national water initiative is consummated at COAG. and the state is matching it. Some $38.3 million of the total
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, NAP funds is allocated to the Department of Water, Land and
page 10.61 shows that of the $30 million in the 2003-04Biodiversity Conservation to implement the Upper South-
budget for the national action plan projects, only $12 millionEast program; of this $5 million was paid in 2003-04 with a
was actually spent. Can the minister detail the projects whicfurther $14 million likely to be paid in 2004-05 for imple-
were expected to be undertaken this year which have not yetentation of the program. Some $17.3 million was approved
eventuated? in February 2004 and a further $16.4 million will be recom-
TheHon. J.D. HILL: In November 2000, the Council of mended to state and Australian government ministers in June
Australian Governments agreed to implement a nationa2004 for investment activities identified in regional invest-
action plan for salinity and water quality, as the leader wouldnent strategies (as indicated in a table to which | will refer
know. South Australia later signed a bilateral agreement foghortly). It is a combined total of $33.7 million for 2003-04
NAP in June 2001, setting out in detail the partnershipand 2004-05. It is anticipated that an additional $14 million
arrangements. The bilateral required that NAP be implementwill be drawn down by DWLBC in 2004-05 for the imple-
ed through a regional planning and delivery model. Interimmentation of the Upper South-East program for a total of
integrated natural resource management groups wefgl9 million of the overall $38 million allocation.
established administratively across the state for this purpose | will give a rough outline of what we are planning to do.
prior to this establishment of statutory NRM boards underActual expenditure in 2003-04 across all programs in South
proposed legislation. The member knows the regions. Ther&ustralia is $28.04 million. That amount does not include
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national projects and administration costs. Funding alloca- TheHon. J.D. HILL: If | have made an error, | will fix
tions for this coming year (2004-05) were $38.4 million. Thatit. We will come back to it.

will be $14 million for the Upper South-East program; TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have a broader question. With
$4.35 million for the Centre for Natural Resource Manage+the sale of Ports Corp, an amount of money was set aside for
ment; the Mount Lofty Ranges-Greater Adelaide,the National Action Plan. Can you give us an idea how much
$2.38 million; Northern and Yorke Agricultural District, of that fund is still salted away?

$0.65 million; Kangaroo Island, $0.35 million; South-East, TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am not sure how much we have
$0.27 million; Murray-Darling Basin general projects in spent to date. We might have to take that question on notice
South Australia, $9.77 million; SAMDB salt interception as well.

scheme, $6.08 million; and rehabilitation of the Lower TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Initially, the National Action
Murray Swamps, $0.55 million. That gives a subtotal ofPlan sunsetted in, | think, 2008. | notice we have not
$20.05 million, with a NAP total generally for South budgeted to accelerate to catch up if we have fallen a bit
Australia of $38.4 million. Some of those Murray-Darling behind in some programs. Do we have a set allocation from

schemes have yet to be approved by ministers. the commonwealth or does it just stop at 2008? Are we
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Which projects did not eventu- putting any funds at risk if we do not accelerate our pro-
ate? rams?

) TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will leave that to Mr O’Neill but,

_ TheHon. J.D. HILL: NAP estimates were based on pagically, the answer is no. You know what it is like to deal
implementation of a range of projects, but the NAP bilateral$ith the commonwealth in these kinds of programs. There are
signed by the previous government committed the state t0iQ rqjes and hoops.
regional planning priority setting. The regional planning  TheHon. R.G. KERIN: In Western Australia—
process required extensive community consultation t0 TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, | think they got approval just
identify major investment opportunities. Regional plans angzsi month. Perhaps Mr O'Neill can give some detail.
investment strategies have now been accredited and funded \;r o' NEILL : | think South Australia is performing quite
for all NAP r,egior!s.. Most of the projects initially identified | compared to the other states. As you are well aware,
in the state’s salinity strategy have now commenced bulyeyeloping regional strategies is a very complex process, and
because of community consultation, the scope has changgthink the commonwealth recognised this by extending the
to meet a broader range o_f expectations. If_Senator Lees_hﬁﬁtia| program by one year. As we go further down the track,
her way, of course, we will not be putting it anywhere—it it 1o difficulties are still there in finalising the program, from
will go in a big pipeline to somewhere else. our perspective we will keep our commitment and would

The Upper South-East project is a good example of wherexpect that the commonwealth would keep its.
community involvement and requirements have changed the TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The targets for 2004-05 include
scope of work. As people would be aware, active drainagéhe first steps of the Living Murray initiative to return 500
work is being undertaken in the northern catchment. Comgigalitres of water per annum to the river over the next five
ments from Sunlands holders and community groups aboyears. What, broadly, is the state government’s preference for
sections of the central catchment may require furthehow the water should be sourced or saved and from what part
negotiation to resolve competing expectations. Despite thes# the Murray-Darling Basin does the government believe the
delays in expenditure, the processes increase communityater should come?
ownership of these vital projects and improves project scope TheHon. J.D. HILL: What we prefer and what we will
to address a broader range of community expectations, amhd up with are two different issues, but to speak frankly we
are now consistent with the expenditure profile of ourwould prefer it to come from the most productive use
commonwealth partners. While we have not matched thbappening. Probably half the water from the Murray is used
initial state expenditure profile, we now have an agreedor pasture. As the honourable member knows, that is
profile between the state, commonwealth and regiongbrobably the least productive way of using it and, if we had
community. Despite undertaking this planning and consultaa totally free market, which is one of the issues the Premier
tion process, South Australia has been able to lead the nati@md Prime Minister are working on, we would want to go into
in the roll-out of NAP activities, and regional INRM groups the market and buy $500 million worth of water at the
should be congratulated for commencing major projects at theheapest price and see how much we got. We think you
same time as developing regional plans and investmentould come close, if it was a mixture of high security and
strategies. low security water, to getting the 1 500 gigalitres you wanted.

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: To clarify and ensure that | am 1here is a huge reluctance in the other jurisdictions to

reading the budget correctly, because there has been a bit¥fewing this to happen, for quite understandable reasons,
confusion, is it correct that, of the $30 million budgeted forPecause they are concermned about wiping out particular
NAP last year, only $12 million was spent? communities, having stranded infrastructure and losing

) wealth from some of those communities. That will have to be

TheHon. J.D.HILL: No. The actual expenditure for ,o4erated.
2003.-0.4 was $28.04 million across South Australia. Ofthat, ¢ money could go into a community that was not using
$5 million was actually spent in the Upper South-East. FOfne water very productively and maybe not take out all the
NAP priority rounds one and two, $8 million was spent. I will \yater from that community but rather only a proportion of it,
ask Mr O'Neill to expand on my comments. if you gave the community the extra resource, would it be

Mr O’NEILL: I think you are pointing to page 10.61 able to then invest in different systems to get more value out
when you talk about the estimated result of $12.2 millionof the water it kept so that it obtained a net gain? That is the
versus the $30.6 million for 2004-05. | have the briefing notearea we need to explore. The way it is heading, the eastern
and | need to take about five minutes to clarify and reconcilstates want to have a reasonable amount of autonomy in terms
the figures. of finding water, and are arguing that they should be set a
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target of, say, 200 gigalitres each and through whateverot we are at some risk of sleeper licences being activated
process to find that water, whether by changing the licensingnd hence that 180 gigalitres being further eroded?

arrangements, buying it, compensating or whatever. That TheHon. J.D. HILL: There are two issues. How do you
seems to be where they are heading. Thatis certainly not myse the water? The scientific review panel that Mr Gary Jones
preferred option, but it may be all we can get agreement orghaired gave us some advice in relation to the water. The
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Is the minister confident that the issue was, if you put 500 giga"tres in the water and let it run
decision makers are now well informed as to what are thglown the system, does it create benefits? It would create
cost and savings of some of the engineering solutions? Whejbme benefits but not as much as if that water was well
we had the forum in Parliament House early last year wenanaged for environmental outcomes. Equally, with the
were asking a similar question of the experts there, and they 500 gigalitres that we have been arguing for, if you left it
were Saying that a lot of the information was not available atn the system it would have some benefits but not as many as
that time. Because of the mixture of security of water,f it was well managed.
particularly in New South Wales, how you get 500 gigalitres - e commission advised the council that we should have
ayear buying anything other than high security water, which, orocess to manage that water and, in part, to justify future

is too expensive, is a complex issue. With that matrix ofyqgitions of water for environmental flow. It was decided to
problems we have there (and engineering solutions are a gogflogse a number of icons or important sites so we could

way of saving water, but it is a matter of how quickly you canmanage that water in a way to get positive outcomes and
doitand at what cost), is the minister confident that we hav@iemonstrate that putting extra water in actually does some-
got to the stage where we can line up some of the engineeringing ‘hecause there is a whole lot of cynicism about all of

decisions alongside the decisions on high security versyfat The icons were chosen, some in each state, for obvious

medium or low security water? _ reasons. Half of them are in South Australia, the mouth being
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ask the Deputy President of ;na of them.

the commission to answer that question.
Mr FREEMAN: The Murray-Darling ministerial council It \(vou.ld depend how you use that water. You have
gOO gigalitres but you do not have to use it each year. You

has basically not ruled out any options. In fact, it uses th - :
word that you used about a matrix of options. They will Comecould store that water and use it every second or third year,

from water efficiency savings and they will come from \c/)vre)t/IZLrjlc(i::ligwiysgusevn;r?tc;(f)t\k/]vee:vaged'(!fo)lgl%uuhsivic?nf:gﬁhcg
infrastructure, as you are suggesting, and marketplace Y LY
ater to do one wetland this year and that same water

;nhi?dagllscnc:rsn' '1?5\’;6\/32 Ituri]:iltsi osr?l%tlza;rtlreizilﬁllr?ei ﬁ);glg;e location to do another wetland next year. You can manage
puisory acq ; y e way in which you use that water. | think that is a very

ruled out is compulsorily taking this water away from people. . ;
As we work through these initiatives, it is clear we are notSenSIble approach because we will then be able to keep track

going to get 500 gigalitres at the $500 million mark SimplyOfeftheer improvements that we are able to obtain by finding this
through engineering works. However, there are real option ' . )
and most people are aware that the most attractive option for Equally, we could store up this water. You might want to
South Australia to acquire water is to deal with the perma¥S€ 1 000 gigalitres one year to get the mouth open, for
nently wet wetlands. We have a lot of wetlands along thé&xample. Thepretlcally, that pould be the case. | think that is
river that stay permanently wet. That causes enormou@ Pretty sensible way of going. We might even get to the
environmental harm because they are meant to wet and di§t29¢ where we do not need the water for environmental
they are not meant to stay wet. ows for a period of years, but we would lease it out to
More significantly from this perspective is the enormoustotton growers—God forbid. We might do that and then use
evaporation losses. The evaporation losses from thoi@at money to buy more water. That does not seem to me to
permanently wet wetlands are probably of the order oP€an unreasonable thlng.The_re is a little trust in New South
30 gigalitres a year and, with some engineering works tha{/ales about which the leader is aware.
allowed you to wet and dry those, not dissimilar to the Lower  Itis a wetland trust that trades. When it does not need the
Murray rehab areas, you could save that 30 gigalitres for a Iavater for environmental purposes—which is usually when a
less than $30 million. However, those sort of innovativedrought is on, because you want to keep it in drought—you
engineering solutions tend to dry up fairly quickly, certainly Sell that water or lease it out for a year to irrigators who are
at the low dollar end. The ministerial council has not ruleddesperate for it. They give you a good return and then you
out any options. It is clear that there will be a matrix of buy more water which you use in another year. So, all those
various things but perhaps we need to lead the community {#ings can be used. Other issues relate to sleeper licences,
understand that it will not be easy and they will not all comedozer licences. Peter Cullen and others have referred to the
from these engineering fixes. extraction of water from underground sources. | mention
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: It sounds like a lot more of the global warming. What will happen to our water supplies if the
work has been done because we could make some re@mperature increases considerably?
mistakes if we do not have good enough information in front  There will be more evaporation, the water will fall at
of us. What you are talking about is an area of some concerulifferent rates and storage becomes a big issue. They are all
Does the minister share my concerns about the allocation @onsiderations. | suppose what | would be looking for in
the first 500 gigalitres to wetlands? It is fair enough that weterms of the environmental flow water is for that water to be
have 180 gigalitres for the Coorong and the mouth, so that igut into some sort of trust, bank, fund or something, which
180 that we have flowing. My understanding is that, becauseould be managed on a collective basis by the basin states for
of the net allocations to the wetlands, we will only seeenvironmental purposes. If, after we get 500 or 1 500, we still
180 gigalitres flow past Renmark. Is the minister concerneéind that it is not sufficient, we will have to keep going back
that at the end of five years we are still only going to haveto the well and draw more out, to mix a metaphor. | agree
180 gigalitres? In addition, do we have a grip on whether owith the leader that this is not an easy process.
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The absolutely essential aspect—and | am very pleasdd the experienced officers of the Murray-Darling Basin
that we have it in South Australia—is that we need toCommission and not let politicians fight about it, but | am not
maintain this bipartisanship attitude, because there is nmwo sure how it will end up.

doubt that, after we have left government after how many mr FREEMAN: My advice, which has been accepted by
years we happen to be in it (whether it be 20 years), this issufie council to date, has been that you must manage the
will still need to be managed. Itis important that the alternacoective pool as one, because it will be Barmah-Millewa’s
tive government has similar views so that we do not havgyr this year and not next year, and you might want to use
radically different programs that we want to argue for whert aj| on Chowilla. So, our advice is that it must be managed
we go off to these meetings. _ . as a collective pool. The other reason is that one of the
~ TheHon.R.G. KERIN: Is there any sort of prediction ecological assets is the river thread itself. You need to be able
in terms of step one over the five-year period about which W move this water down the system in a way that is actually
are talking? Will any licences which are not currently environmentally friendly. Historically, we have put it down
activated but which become active reduce that figure of 50Qyt one steady pool level. It would be more environmentally
or will we have to buy more than 500 or whatever? sound to actually pulse it to get variations in the river level.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am sure that work has been done | gyess communities have grown up with a steady pool, and
on it by the Murray-Darling Basin Commission. | am not they would find it intriguing if the river level starts varying
exactly aware of it. Certainly, | know that in South Australia yy half a metre, but it actually helps the environment. You
there is a potential threat. We have a cap of 720. We use onkyji| only achieve that if you look at it as a basin-wide issue
| think, 660 or thereabouts. However, we h.ave allocations OFather than the peop|e |00king after perhaps Hatta Lakes
about 790. Theoretically, South Australia could have dnoving their water down when meanwhile someone is
problem. | have to say that one of the things that willmoying theirs. So, it must be used as a collective pool, and
probably help us is the drought that we had last year and thigat has generally been accepted to date.

year, which meant a reduction in allocations. It has made the ] . .
irrigators a little anxious about going to 100 per cent. Theyé TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Thatis heartening to hear. When

are likely to want to hold onto some reserve just in case ther og F())Ut oourttsgirpmt%m?ljfs g](d Ig?r? Otllf]?: e;n elntg, y(lasu((jjo ?r? ;tget
is a future reduction, but that is not to say that they will noE% bp Y y exp gs- P

lease it out in the years when there is not a reduction. Th ?él.g:lc',tr):s N%tuhv%mg ES s ne::r;vtcr)]g/te Si (I:?ow: rzln ‘fﬂtrr? :\? ed s?afi d
has the same impact, of course, at least in those one-off yea Y P 9 !

8 : . We're in: we want water for this wetland’ and New South
Mr FREEMAN: A bit of work is going on. It was Wales might say, ‘If we're in, we want water for this

interesting to see South Australia’s response last year to ”Wetland.’ If that sort of interference starts coming in,

drought. You had two options in the state: one was to pursug ; . LS
. . anaging the whole thing becomes a real problem. Ifitis just
g”rgg;t?ggn ((J}nuLiltze 2{:;:?6 ?Lheer(Yz)er‘ﬁr;ouﬂlijtrsuer:fg??gg“?hne%%out the environmental outcome for those wetlands rather
) Y, y P than the river system, that is where | would have some real

reduction on allocation, which meant a reduction on sleep roblems. Regarding Chowilla and the wedding of the bigger

licences and dozers. There is clear preference in the commufle . e
. . etland area, are we right across what sort of a salinit
ity to acknowledge_ them as licences even though they m%pact that might have 0?1 the river at that point? y
not have been activated. |

With successive years of drought there are effectively no TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis a huge issue, as you know, the
sleepers out there. Sleepers are licences that never get usé@iinity problems around there. When | was there last
dozers are licences that get used from year-to-year—sonfé!mmer, | think, 1 got a pretty good briefing about those
years they get used, some they don't. What has happenttpues. Mr Freeman m|ght have more detqll. We can arrange
with the drought is that basically anyone who has a licencé brleflng for .the leader if h.e wants information about particu-
that was not being activated have seen that as financiall iSsues. Itis acomplex issue to manage fresh water in that
attractive to trade at least on the short-term market, and thefvironment, to make sure that we do not contribute to a
are effectively very few sleepers. There are quite a fev@reater amount of salt going back into the system. As |
dozers. A lot of people have a conservative approach and us@derstand it, we would wet those wetlands and allow
80 per cent of their licence and leave about 20 per cent of gvaporation to get rid of the water. | do not think that,
just in case. They are quite happy to leave it in the river ir@enerally, it would be going back into the system. However,
those years when they do not use it. It has been quittMight be wrong. | am advised that some does; | beg your
interesting to note that sleepers are basically becomingardon.
extinct. The community’s expectation is that a licenceisa Mr FREEMAN: We really do not know the answer to
licence. So, that has probably started to influence outhat question. We are currently conducting trials. One of the
thinking. However, we have not put anything in a policy reasons why we are conducting those trials is to observe the
sense to the government. response rates of the trees—when is a tree able to recover and

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | hear what the minister says when has it basically gone past the point? The other issue that
about the flexible use of water. With the way the agreemenwe are looking at is, as you wet these areas, does it insert a
is at the moment, do we have a lot of flexibility or, as we getlens of fresh water over the top of the saline areas or does it
to the 500, will each of these four areas receive that allocatiohlend and, as the leader has suggested, therefore, you end up
each year? mobilising salt? There are some early indications that, in fact,

TheHon. J.D. HILL: At the moment we have agreement you insert a fresh water lens over the top of the other water
in principle to find 500 gigalitres over five years and toand suppress it. If that was the case, it would be less of a
allocate $500 million. We have agreed that that water willproblem. It is early days in the trial, but that is what the trial
come from a matrix of options. We have also agreed on thoss trying to do.
iconic sites, | think, but we have not agreed in detail about TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | would not be so worried about
how it would be managed. In my view, we should leave thatvater flowing back to river; it is more the seepage issue that
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would be a possible concern, considering what has happened | was asked a question before the member arrived about
in some other areas. If, in fact, some of the wetland work wdeakages from pipes: | am informed that we are getting a loss
do has a negative salinity impact, we need to be pretty carefalf about 8 per cent across the system. That is due to a variety
about how we manage that water in the longer term. My nexdf causes, leakage being one of them, maintenance and
question is: what level of savings have we achieved througfirefighting being others, but | guess that leakage would be
the domestic water restrictions? the highest of those causes. It becomes an issue of cost: is it
TheHon.J.D.HILL: That is really an issue for my cheaper to reduce that 8 per cent to, say, 5 per cent or is it
colleague the Minister for Administrative Services. Fromcheaper to find water from some other source? If you are
memory, | understand that it is somewhere between 13 p&oing to be really pragmatic about it, they are the kind of
centand 17 per cent. That is the figure that sticks in my mindssues that we have to consider. | will refer your question to
but | do not want to be held to that. | will obtain a briefing for SA Water regarding maintenance and so on and get a
the leader. As | recall it, it was a reasonably significantesponse to you. Itis a difficult issue for the government.

figure. Presumably, the leader is talking about SA Water. SA Water produces a dividend that the government relies on
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes. to provide services. If you reduce that dividend, no matter by

what means—whether you introduce water conservation
measures which we have done and which presumably have

. X > n impact on dividend, or by ensuring that it invests more in
amount of rain that h"?‘d fallen_oyer the period of time, so_tha aintenance or other things—you do reduce the dividend, so
you could compare it with similar years, there was still a

significant change in consumer behaviour. It may not all havIt becomes a cost pressure for government one way or
bgen adirect regult ofthe waterrestrictiOHS' sor)r:e of it coul nother. | am sure that the leader is only too familiar with
' hose kinds of problems.

have been the result of people just being more careful about The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Yes: | remind the minister that

:;c;v\v/itnhe)t/hues?awa(t;r %ilir?ui_zﬁevéﬂgtﬁz(ﬂigﬁ OV.I\_’ﬁ;Srgri:%eter Cullen, one of the thinkers in residence, has been asked
9 P y ’ %uout alternative sources of water and what the costs are.

TheHon.J.D.HILL: It was a reasonably significant
figure. If you took out some of the variables, such as th

h'g-h er level of consclousness about water conservation & eter’s first reaction has been that the cheapest option is to
| think that those restrictions made people think aboutitalo educe wastage, which is currently occurring. | think that that
more. We will obtain a pmpef report for the quder. does apply in other areas as well, but certainly within
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: With respect to the issue that | g \water it just seems that you are trying hard to get one
alluded to earlier about a whole of government approach tessage across, but | think that within government there is
the issue of water and the river, with SA Water being such @nther area which is not quite on the same wavelength. Also
big drawer on the river (which we all contribute t0) an o the SA Water issue, we are all pretty well aware of what
ongoing issue for me, both in government and in oppositiony 55 happened down in the Lower Murray irrigation area
has been the maintenance levels of SA Water and the fact thgtere SA Water has purchased significant quantities of
we are probably losing more through leaks than we are savingater. Once again, to get the integration, we are going the
with restrictions. | note with some concern that we are paying, 5, yards with the river. As Minister for the River Murray,

a levy to put water into the river—we are putting money i yoy have a significant say in how SA Water actually
towards the river—yet at the same time we see that SA Wat€lijjises those allocations?

is paying bigger dividends and cutting both its work force and  The Hon. J.D. HILL: SA Water has purchased, as |

its capital expenditure. understand it, 12 gigalitres of water.

Has the minister any real strategy to try to draw together TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Was it 12 or 177
a whole of government approach to this issue? On the one TheHon. J.D. HILL: It was 12. It might have cost 17.
hand, the community has got behind the river, and whatevarwas certainly a very strong supporter of their purchasing
else, and we are all trying to make savings, to buy more watenat water. | thought that for strategic purposes it was very
and to have better infrastructure, good environmentalise for them to do it. It has meant that the water stayed in
programs and so on. However, it is of some concern thaouth Australia. Currently it is going through to the mouth.
basically, we have seen the maintenance of the water systefis water flow: they have not leased or used or sold it, so it
cut back, less money spent on capital and, certainly, the l0ss still there. Cabinet agreed on the basis that cabinet would
of a lot of maintenance staff in country areas. The asset igecide how that water was ultimately used. We have water
under some pressure at the moment. Maintenance levels aigld in three agencies in government. Primary Industries has
low, and leaks take a long time to fix. It really detracts from4.5 gigalitres of water, which was industry development
alot of the better work that is done on the minister’s side ofyater—I think you would remember that from your time
government. So, is there any strategy to try to bring SA Watethere—and my agency has a similar amount from the Loxton
to heel? irrigation. That is about eight plus 12, so we have about

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am not the minister responsible 20 gigalitres of water which is not allocated, although
for SA Water, as the member knows. For good reasons, th@imary industries could be doing something with theirs at the
minister responsible for water policy and the ministermoment—I| am not sure. We are not using the 4.5 gigalitres
responsible for managing the reticulation system are separafeat we have in any productive way; it is just staying in the
ministries, because we have different interests. That is not taver for environmental flow. We have been using a little bit
say that the minister responsible for SA Water and | do nobf it for some of the wetland trials, and we will use a bit more
speak regularly about water issues: we do. The policy workor them. We have about 20 gigalitres, and the departments
that has been done in relation to better managing our waterre talking about how to strategically manage that.
resources is really the Waterproofing Adelaide project, which  In my view, we should be a bit flexible about it. We can
is looking at how we can guarantee Adelaide’s futureuse it for environmental benefits a lot of the time, | think, but
viability given the threats that are occurring. We expect soméhere would be other times when it would be quite sensible
sort of draft paper to be released very shortly. to use it for industry development, particularly the water we
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are now holding that came from the lower Murray irrigation construction of pumps—and the banks are already there—
area. If some new development down there needs water to geiaybe there is some agreement that you could get from the
it going, we could lease the water to them for a number ofand-holders. | guess it is one of the problems that we hope
years. Itis a bit similar to the BAL arrangements. We couldwill not emerge, but perhaps it will.

perhaps, lease it to them while they go out and find theirown TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yesterday, down at Tauwitchere
source, and then it comes back to government for whatevegh announcement was made of $25 million over the next five
purposes. Or, ultimately, it provides a bit of insurance againsfears as an initiative. Can the minister expand on that? Also,
future demand and supply problems that might come abou it in this year’s budget already?

as aresult of the River Murray having less water available to  The Hon. 3.D. HILL: No. | guess that, anticipating that

it L , o . there would be a call on resources, the Premier wanted to go
So, | think it was a wise purchase; it gives us an optiory|ong there indicating that he was prepared to put in extra

about how to use it—not only that water but the water that Myesources. This is not at all for the River Murray initiative:

department has and the water that PIRSA has. Itis interestings is money that we have put on the table for the broader

that the three departments have different wants, but we c3Rjtiative, the National Water Initiative (NWI). | guess we are

satisfy all of those wants over time but, perhaps, at a high&gpeful that the commonwealth will agree to fund projects

scale than any of us could achieve individually. that assist that initiative, so we have said that we are prepared
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I think the fear that some have g find some money over five years to aid that.

had—and | think you have allayed it to some extent—is that TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Will that come out of the levy?
SA Water, being basically a commercial business, may well The Hon. J.D. HILL: No, that will have to come from

have just been looking to trade that water. But, you are Sayingther sources. | need to make a correction to a statement |

tha-tl-ﬁzwgﬁt Y]Vguﬁ |r|]_a|i/ .e| 3; ?%t think SA Water was doing made. | advised the committee that the allocation for 2004-05
. . by : : for the Murray Darling Basin Commission was $20.6 million,
it as a speculator. | think it was hedging against futurt ut in fact it is $20.3 million. Also, we will give you the

demand. Just like any other water user, if there are going D formation w id we would get in relation to the NAP
be future reductions in water availability, SA Water needs t(im?jersi)gnd €sa € would ge elation to the

supply Adelaide and the townships with water. If it cannot ge ) ] _ . -
water from anywhere else, it will just go into the market. So, Mr O’NEILL: To clarify the issues, the briefing paper
it was sensible to go into the market when it was available ifhat we have provided to the minister is the latest briefing

South Australia. SA Water is probably the best equipped t§@per on the expected expenditure for 2003-04 and 2004-05.
hold onto it while we work out what to do. The figures in the budget papers were structured around April

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | wish | could share your as partofthe budget process. As part of actual expenditure
confidence. In regard to the lower Murray irrigation area @t the end of the year, we would expect that the outcomes will
what s the likely fate of the land that the water has come offféflect what we were talking about in the briefing note that
now that water has been taken off it? Are we confident that€ minister explained to the honourable member. There is

that land can be properly managed and not become a probleift 0nly expenditure for this year of $12 million but there is
for us down there? carryover that has already been approved by Treasury of

TheHon. J.D. HILL: This is an issue we are working $18 mi!lion, which will be provided to us if we spend
through. As | said, it is about 1 000 hectares that is beingiccording to the program of works. -
freed up and no longer needed. On top of that, 600 hectares The Hon. R.G. KERIN: On top of the $30 million that
are going to be rearranged, so we are pretty sure that that laiglbudgeted for this year?
will be working pretty well, but we have 1 000 hectares left. Mr O’NEILL: There is another $18 million.
There is ELMA water—the environmental water that is  TheHon. R.G. KERIN: So, if everything went wonder-
available to look after it. Some people are staying on the langllly well, you could—
and will look after the land but not use it for dairy purposes; My O'NEILL: The reason why it has been held back is
they might do other things on the land—some of it producased on our experience in past years of getting some of these

tive. Others might be just using it for lifestyle purposes, toprograms up. So, we have an agreement from Treasury for a
plant vegetation or whatever. | guess the real worry is thosgrther $18 million, if it is required.

who have just sold the water, kept the land and who do Not TheHon. D HILL: | thank my officers for their

really give a toss. A question | asked ny officers the othefggjstance today, for briefing me and for all the preparation
day was: what do we do about them? Well, if you have §oy have done over the last few weeks and months.
piece of land and you do not care about it, you pretty well do The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Koutsantonis): |

not have to care for it in our current system. We do not S
impose environmental standards on the land managers. ”V\(/jeeclare the examination of the vote completed.

were to do that in any huge way, we would start getting
objections from land managers.

Mr FREEMAN: The only thing | can add is that it is not
dissimilar to the permanent wetlands that | was talking about
before; that would be the general solution. | cannot imagine

Offices for Sustainable Social, Environmental

that, if you get these recalcitrant people who just do not want and Economic Development, $1 335 000
to do anything to the land, it would be structured in such a )
way that it could be managed as a wetland. That is what we Departmental Advisers:

doing; we are making sure all of this land is aggregated Mr T. O'Loughlin, Chief Executive Officer, Department
together. If we took on that role anyway, | cannot see a bigf Transport and Urban Planning.

issue because the land is essentially lying there. If we end up Ms S. Ziersch, Manager, Policy, Department of Transport
basically maintaining it as a viable wetland through theand Urban Planning.
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Mr A. Atkinson, Acting Director, Office for the Southern the Office of the Southern Suburbs has been involved in
Suburbs, Department of Transport and Urban Planning. trying to get some of that money back?

Mr P. Sandeman, Director, Office of the North, Depart- TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis a nice try, | think. This is an
ment of Transport and Urban Planning. issue that was the subject of the budget two years ago, and |
know that it is a matter of great passion to the member, but
it is certainly not the job of one department to be lobbying to
undo a government budget position. The Office of the
Southern Suburbs and | as the Minister for the Southern
Suburbs have been lobbying for improvements in policing,

Member ship:
Mr Brokenshire substituted for the Hon. R.G. Kerin.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Koutsantonis): |

declare the proposed payments open for examination angs Mr O’Loughlin has just said.

refer members to appendix C, page C2 in the Budget

In addition to that, of course, we have recently been able

Statement, Volume 3, part 8 and, in particular, pages 8.10 i secure a considerable sum of money under this current
8.22. Does the minister wish to make an opening statemeniy, jget—$245 000 this year—for graffiti programs, and the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will forgo the pleasure of reading  member would be aware of the meetings that we have had
my opening statement but | can assure members it is a Worthyith the police, council and local members dealing with that
document, and if anyone would like to see a copy, | would bgssye. | am very pleased that the government has been able

happy to supply it to them.

to find funding of $750 000 over three years, with just under

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Does the member for 4 third of that in this coming budget, to support a multifaceted

Mawson wish to make an opening statement?

anti-graffiti strategy in the southern suburbs. We will be

~Mr BROKENSHIRE: No. My first question is: could the - working with all the interest groups we have set up to ensure
minister explain what has happened in relation to thenat that has a good impact. To give the member an idea of

positions held by Ms Fij Miller and Mr Atkinson?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Ms Miller has accepted another job .
within the Department of Transport and Urban Planning, and
Mr Atkinson has been appointed as acting director on a three-
month basis while we conduct an interview process.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Minister, could you advise
whether the southern suburbs, through its continuation and
involvement with the Southern Social Planning Alliance, has
had any discussions with the police minister, the Police
Commissioner, or any other members of SAPOL regarding
future policing of the Willunga basin?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: That has not been an issue in which .
| as Minister for the Southern Suburbs have had any direct
involvement in the Willunga area. As the member for Kaurna,
over the years | have certainly lobbied for extra policing for
the Aldinga area. Through the planning process, we have
been looking at a whole range of infrastructure needs in that
outer southern area which covers both the member’s elector-
ate and mine. | imagine that policing has been one of those
issues, but | will ask Mr O’Loughlin if he has any further
information.

Mr O'LOUGHLIN: The office has been participating in
the development of strategic crime prevention strategies f
the region with the Crime Prevention Policy Unit. The idea
is to incorporate crime prevention into the agenda to enhance
economic development through crime prevention and
environmental design principles, educating and promoting an
awareness of those principles to the community (and this is

the projects, they are:

A Clean Slate Blitz, which will be a one off blitz involv-
ing coordinating Marion and Onkaparinga council teams,
state government organisations, private organisations and
the community to systematically remove all graffiti from
the southern suburbs. Subsequently, new incidents of
graffiti vandalism are more likely to be reported and easier
to clean.

An ongoing graffiti removal program, involving the
coordinated removal of graffiti across various assets in the
south.

A graffiti hotline, which will complement the ongoing
program.

An anti-graffiti paint trial, which is an interesting program
which involves the trial of the use of a paint that has oil
repellent and water repellent molecules that prevent oil-
based and water-based graffiti art. It is intended to conduct
the trials at five railway stations.

Strengthening the SAPOL schools graffiti program.
Adopt an area program.

So, it is a range of initiatives which will demonstrate a very
sitrong commitment by the government to the southern
suburbs in terms of community police work.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Can the minister provide me with

detailed briefing on that matter in due course?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Certainly.
Mr BROKENSHIRE: The minister's answer was

throughout the whole area covered by the office), andeasonably detailed, but a few more facts would be of
identifying hot spots within the southern suburbs that aré@ssistance. Like the minister, | am very keen to see graffiti
targeted for criminal activity and applying those principlesfemoved.

to those areas as well. So, we are trying to use the planning

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am happy to provide that for the

side of my department to augment the work being done bynember.

police.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | note that there has been an

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question, increase of approximately $250 000 in the supplies and
and | am happy for Mr O’Loughlin to answer this, minister, services line. Is that for consultancies? Can the minister
if that is easier from the point of view of a carry-on question.advise what that increase in supplies and services is for?

Has there been any lobbying by the Office of the Southern
Suburbs to reinstate the cut in funding to the crime prevention

TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is for the graffiti program.
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Very good. Has the green business

program which we had in the south and which was veryincubator feasibility study commenced, because this study has
successful? | might add that bipartisan approaches are oftéeen discussed for two years now? | note in the budget line
taken by the minister, the member for Kaurna and myself, asn page 8.12 that it talks about completing the green business
member for Mawson, including confirmation on a brochureincubator feasibility study. Can the minister advise what has
of the success of that program. | am just wondering whethdseen done thus far in relation to this study?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: As the member said, this was an of the bipartisan support from the south that ensured that we
issue that was identified a year or so ago. The green busineashieved that outcome. | do not think it would have happened
incubator will seek to demonstrate the methods involved irotherwise.
operating a green business by providing a model example of The Southern Alliance for Innovation and Learning
how businesses can incorporate a green business approacti$alIL), which incorporates the Southern Vocational College,
their operations. An amount of $35 000 is included in theis a group of eight local high schools working together to
southern suburbs economic development plan for therovide curricula across school sites—a range of vocational
feasibility study. This will involve a review of previous courses and mentoring programs with Flinders University and
studies, funding sources, management and tenancy optiorether projects. It maintains strong links with Onkaparinga
a description of green business and green business principl8#FE and the City of Onkaparinga. This collaborative model
comparison of costs and options for existing and newlyis unique to the south. The schools operate through the SAIL,
designed buildings, and recommendations based on theith shared goals and outcomes rather than an individual
current environment. competitive structure.

As the member would know, we have allocated $800 000- The role of the government in the structure of the SAIL
odd as part compensation from the closure of the Mobils currently being reviewed, with a focus on expanding and
refinery to business initiatives in the southern suburbs, anenhancing its functions to take on a broader role within the
this is one of the options we are looking at. To get this projectegion. Options to be considered include the expansion of the
up, we have to have a very good business case, and be venglustry-education partnership model, identifying centres of
precise aboutit. Itis a good idea, but how do you actually ge¢xcellence in schools and the electronic delivery of courses.
it to fly? We need to do some extra work on that project. Wdt is expected that a number of other high schools in the
also need to be involved in talking to the commonwealthregion will become members when the review is completed.
government about possible funding programs. Once we gétamilton College and the Australian Science and Mathemat-
this advanced further, | will be happy to talk to the membelics School have already indicated that they wish to join the
about lobbying his federal colleagues if they are still inalliance, and I think they would be very valuable additions.
Canberra, and | will be lobbying mine if they are there.  The governance model is yet to be determined. However, it

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | will be very happy to lobby the is anticipated that the Director of the Office of the Southern
minister. | am confident that the federal government of theSuburbs will in some way be involved in the structure, and
day will be John Howard and his team, if Australia is towe are maintaining a very active view of it.
continue to grow. | will be very happy to lobby and work  As | am sure the member agrees, it is extremely important

with the minister— to get education right in the southern suburbs, as itis in every
Ms Ciccarello interjecting: part of the state. Given the profile of that community and the
Mr BROKENSHIRE: And | will even be happy forthe number of children who currently do not finish senior

member for Norwood’s contribution. secondary school, we really have to build structures that
Ms Ciccarello interjecting: ensure a much greater participation and access rate to both

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Itis about time the member came vocational and non-vocational education. Much is happening
south. There is a budget line that talks about consolidating thia this area and also through the social justice school retention
links across the education sector with Flinders Universityprogram, ‘I can’, and Clever Communities, which | guess
Onkaparinga TAFE, Southern Futures and the manufacturindescribes all these activities. We have to turn the southern
industry education partnership. Immediately thereunder isuburbs into clever communities linking schools, families,
also talks about supporting the review of the Southermther institutions, such as TAFE and universities, and also the
Vocational College. As shadow minister for the southernworkplace. We must ensure that our communities are not left
suburbs, and as a local member for the southern suburbs abdhind as jobs become smarter and the skill sets required are
rural areas, | am quite happy to see the continuation of thenore complex.
consolidating links that were developed by successive Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, minister. | do not have
governments. | have strong concerns about the future of theeproblem with that, but what | will be concerned about and
Southern Vocational College; indeed, the minister and | havevatching closely is the definition of ‘clever communities’,
discussed this matter. | am concerned that some of the thrusécause it not necessarily about everybody or increasing
may be pulled further to the north of the southern suburbssignificantly the number of people accessing university: it is
namely, to the Marion council area, to the detriment of theabout getting people job-ready as soon as possible to enter the
areas further south, that is, the City of Onkaparinga. work force of their choice, particularly within the work force

There are some funding issues. As the minister knowsypportunities of the southern region. It concerns me, and
Robin Thompson, Mr Wilson and Di Garwood, when she wasanecdotally | will give you an example: | was speaking to
principal of Christies Beach High School, and others put irthree young lads the other day in years 10 and 11. One of
an enormous effort to achieve some successes. Given that tese lads has taken on an apprenticeship as a plumber, which
minister and | lobbied for the college to be in that locationl commend him for; he will probably make more money than
when the Liberals were in government, and whilst | appreciyou and | as he develops that business.
ate that the review has not yet been completed, if some of the The Hon. J.D. Hill interjecting:
focus and/or financial support for the Christies Beach campus Mr BROKENSHIRE: | lost money when we lost office;
is lost, can | seek the minister’s support to assess that revieyou gained. He has been taken on as a plumber, one of them
to ensure that nothing detrimental occurs in our area?  wants to become a police officer, which | am passionate

TheHon.J.D.HILL: It is true that the honourable aboutand commend him for, but none of those three actually
member and | worked very closely when his party was invanted to finish SACE and go on to university. Given our
government to achieve this outcome. | thank the member foriticulture industry and our diverse industry opportunities in
Light (the former education minister), who is in the chamberLonsdale, Hackham and now evolving in Seaford, | think it
for his support at the time. | think it was the persuasivenesis important that we are comprehensive on that model and
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that we do not ignore the opportunities existing there in thehere is anything more specific than that. | do not think he
future for those who want to take on trade skills. spent a huge amount of time in the south, but he was involved

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think there are two issues in this &"d he di,d speak to local groups to provide input.
notion of clever communities. One is to ensure that we havgj Mr O'LOUGHLIN: A public servant from another

arange of opportunities, structures and possibilities for young€Partment has been taken off-line to concentrate on imple-
people—all people, really, in the south or anywhere—tha entation of aspects of Charles Landry’s report. One of_the
dfremes of that report was the need for greater connectivity

they can take part in as their needs require it. So, itis n h h and th h hina in which th
about everybody going to university but it is about everybodyP€tWeen the north and the south, something in which the
epartment for Transport has a strong interest, given where

being able to access appropriate levels of education ar@ in rail line is placed. O fthe th f hi h
training that satisfy their needs. The second part of it, whicfine mainrail line is placed. One of the themes of his repor
as the need for a more cohesive, single metropolitan

is the more complex, more subtle and more important parf'&"d laide. i icul vitv b h h
in my view, is developing an ambition in the community that/\d€ade, in particular, greater connectivity between the nort

people strive for educational standards which are equal 3"d South. As someone from the Department of Transport, |
their capacity. What worries me about the south is that a [of3V€ strong interest in that because of the department's

of younger people drop out of institutions well before their@mbitions for achieving greater use of the rail network and

capacity suggests that they ought. | think that there is a notiopsing it as a social inclusion facility, rather than just some-

that schooling or the training system is not really relevant tgning for moving people around.

them. | am not suggesting that that is because the schools are M BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question.
somehow irrelevant: it is just that they do not see thjSld Charles Landry discuss infrastructure development in

connection between their lives and education and training /€S such as Aldinga and Sellicks Beach, where we are
) ) seeing quite significant land development—if he was talking

~ Wereally need to build up a culture in the south, as we d@bout social infrastructure? Further, did he make any

in other parts of the state, that values education and trainingomment, or has the minister or the department got any

not just for their own sake—but that certainly is worth comment, about linkages north to south and the suggestion

building up too—but also because we need to get people ¥ tolis on north-south motorways and things such as that?

understand that education leads to the satisfaction of a whole The Hon. J.D. HILL: I do not think Charles Landry

lot of life ambitions, including work and feeling good about comes here as a thinker in residence saying, ‘What you really

yourself. | think there is often a lack of that kind of under- need in South Australia is a tollway.” He is against urban

standing in the community, and | am really focused on tryingsprawl. He is about having more concentrated cities—more
to achieve that. | do not care whether kids go to universitiegigh rise in Norwood and that kind of thing.

or colleges or whatever, as long as they are going to the thing “Ms Ciccarello interjecting:

which is able to provide them with skills and which is  TheHon. J.D.HILL: Scrub that comment—I did not
equivalent to their capacity. Ninety per cent of kids who livemean it! | do not think he would have given that kind of
in the eastern suburbs finish school, and a lot of them go ogdvice. He was talking at a much higher level of strategic

to university. Probably a lot of those kids would feel betterthinking about what urban design is about and how we should
if they did not go on to university and did other things, butpyild our cities.

their families insist that they do that, whereas in our area it pMr BROKENSHIRE: | wish the minister all the best.
is the reverse. It would be better if fewer kids from the east TheHon. J.D. HILL: | wish the honourable member all
went to universities and more kids from the south did, SO thaghe best, too, and | am happy to give him a thorough briefing
we could have a happier, better educated community alin any of these issues should he require it. | thank you, sir,
round. the officers from the departments, all members of the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: In light of the situation tonight, committee, parliamentary counsinsard and the ball boys
this will be my last question, and it is to do with the Thinkersfor the joy that has been today.
in Residence. As a highlight of the Office for the Southern  The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Koutsantonis): There
Suburbs, it showed an increased involvement with thdeing no further questions, | declare the examination of the
Thinkers in Residence program by the residency of Charle¥ote completed. | lay before the committee a draft report.
Landry. What has Charles Landry done to assist us in the

MsCICCARELLO: | move:

south through that program? _
TheHon. J.D. HILL: When Charles Landry was in That the draft report be the report of the committee.

Adelaide he spent a reasonable amount of time in the Motion carried.

southern suburbs. He did a tour with Fij Miller from the The ACTING CHAIRMAN: That completes the
office and officers from both Onkaparinga and Marionpysiness of Estimates Committee A.

councils. He gave them advice on the future development of

the area and the assets that should be promoted. | do not think At 7.30 p.m. the committee concluded.



